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Manella Avraham 
 
01:02:13 My name is Avraham Manella, I was born in Benjin in Poland 
in 1922. 
As a child  I studiedat Mizrachi-Yavne school . I finished the 4th grade of the 
Gimnasium. In order to complete my high school studies I had to study two 
more years.  However the war broke. 
 
01:03:25 In 1940 I joined the Gordonia youth movement.  
 
01:04:30 I grew up in an orthodox family.  My father made Aliya to 
Eretz Israel in 1925.   My mother and I stayed in Poland.  Two years later 
my father came back to visit his dieing father, who was the head of the local 
Jewish court.  My grandfather died and my father had to stay in Poland to 
support the family.  Every year my father used to send a greeting card for the 
birthday of the king of Great Britain.  He got back polite letters referring him 
to the British embassy in Warsaw.  My father’s loyalty to his family cost 
him his life.  He, my mother and my sister were all sent to Auwscvitz. 
 
01:06:45 I was saved by getting a certificate as a Paraguyain citizen.  I 
was arrested by the Germans and was sent to a camp of alien citizens. 
 
01:07:25 On the 1st of September 1939 the war broke out. On the 3rd day, 
which was Friday, the Germans took over Benjin.  
 
01:08:40 Benjin was a city of 100,000 inhabitants.  The majority was 
Jewish.  In the center of town only Jews lived, except for the concierge of 
each house.  The Jews were very involved in running the cities life.  The 
deputy mayor was Jewish, and so some of the members of the city council.  
Anti-semitism was not directed by the authorities but originated from the 
people.  We did not have any connection with the gentiles.  I did not have 
any Christian friend.   
 
01:11:30 We had several Jewish school including a Jewish gymnasium.  
Each of the Jewish youth movements were represented in town: Mizrachi, 
Gordonia, Hashomer Hatsair, and Hashomer Hadati. 
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01:14:13 I grew up as an orthodox Jew till my Bar-Mitsva.  I keep 
tradition even today but am not religious.  My father a tolerant person and 
belonged to the Mizrachi.   He was deputy to the head of the Jewish 
community in town. 
 
01:16:13 A week after the occupation the Germans surrounded the 
synagogue and burned it down, as well as neighboring houses.  People who 
tried to escape from these houses were shot dead. 
 
01:21:35 The system of the Germans was to register the Jews and to give 
them identity cards which included finger prints. Whoever was caught 
without a card was arrested. 
 
01:24:30  After a year Jews were forbidden to live in several streets. This 
forced them to move from one apartment to another.  Afterwards all Jews 
were forced to move out of town to an area named “SHODULA”.   
 
01:26:50 There the Jews were allowed to practice agriculture in a farm.  
It worked for three years as “training organization” for the youth movement.  
There we spoke Hebrew and did farm work. In the farm we had a bunker in 
which we held meetings and had some training in using pistols. 
 
01:30:25 Since I stopped going to  school my father and I were looking 
for a job for me.  At the beginning I gave some private lessons in 
mathematics.  Then I went to work in a print house. 
 
01:32:00  In the print house we had a small printing machine names 
“Boston”.  We tried to steel the machine and use it for our underground 
work in our “LAKRAV’ (=to the battle) organization.   We were caught and 
failed. 
 
01:34:45 I joined Gordonia movement in 1940.  Friends convinced me 
that it will be good to be as a team together and to work for the Zionist 
cause. 
 
01:36:17 Chana Bornstein had a great personality.  She was age-leader in 
Gordonia.  She had an outstanding and moral personality, soul of a poet.  I 
think she died in Awschwitz. 
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01:39:20 The first news about the Holocaust reached us via Mordechai 
Anilevitz who visited us in 1942.  The Jews lived in a hope that 
peoplemwere sent to  working campstill the war is over, and then will return 
home.  However, he told us about a systematic extermination of Jews in 
Trebelinka.  He also told us about the death trucks in which Jews are 
suffocated to death by the car fumes. 
 
01:44:40 Once we realized the German plan for extermination of the 
entire Jewish people we had heated debates how to react: whether to look for 
ways to save the people or to fight back and defend ourselves.  Everybody 
knew that resistance to the great war machine of the Germans was 
unrealistic.  We knew that in the East Jews could hide in forests.  However 
there were no forests in our area and the Polish were hostile. 
 
01:48:30 Eliezr Geler , who was one of the leaders of Gordonia, came to 
visit us after Mordechai Anilevitz.  He has another thesis: It does not make 
sense to open war against the Germans that will be a suicide, just to be 
remembered for our resistance. 
 
01:50:20 Some of the people who participated in these debates are: Anka 
Borstein, Shlomo  Lerner, Baruch Kaftek, Chaika Klinger (I do not 
remember other names now). 
 
    
01:55:35 It was obvious that even if we succeeded in our resistance 
activity we would not be able to break out of the Reich borders.  We thought 
that from a historical point of view it is better that we resist and die.  One 
representative from the Dror youth movement told us not to do stupid 
actions and aggravate the Germans because always there is a hope, and the 
Russians are getting closer.  
 
02:00:20 My father caught me hiding an ax in my  pocket and made a big 
scandal of  it.  He thought that as long as we can postpone shipments of Jews 
to the camps we will be able to save some people.  I told him there is no 
hope for that.  I knew my father as an honest man, an active Zionist and as 
lover of Israel.  He served the Jewish community as their representative for 
the Germans.  He thought that if he didn’t do this job the Germans would 
harm the Jews even worse. 
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02:04:30 In 1943 there was an “actia”: the Germans assembled all the 
Jews from Benjin in the football stadium and gave orders to the Jewish 
police to select a certain quota for deportation to the camps  I asked my 
father how could you do that and he responded that otherwise the Germans 
would  do it more cruely.  He was devastated.  We were very close to each 
other. 
 
02:11:30 When I was sent to the camp for alien citizens my father 
collapsed.  He told me with tears in his eyes “I believe you will be the only 
survivor from our family”. 
 
02:13:309 I was a member of the leadership of the underground resistance 
organization.  We had a way for saving Jews by obtaining from Switzerland 
fake certificates as citizens of Southern American countries.  Our contact 
people 
in Switzerland were Natan Shvelbe, and Avraham Zilbershatz.  My father 
asked me to recommend him and my grandmother for these certificates.  I 
did not do as he requested because I viewed this nepotism as a breach of 
confidence: how can I recommend my father who is not a member of our 
organization ?  Ever since I bear this sin of not helping them. 
 
02:19:55 The German war machine took-over the Jewish communities.  
Every person had to have a “worker permit”.  If you were caught with out it 
you were sent to the camps. 
 
02:28:00 Shimon Frost came to Benjin from Warsaw during the war.  He 
was an illegal.  We had a special home for such people.  One day he strolled 
in town and was caught by the German policeman who asked him for his 
papers.  Shimon started to run away and the policeman shot him in his legs.  
He was taken to the hospital in Benjin and was doomed to be sent to 
Awushwitz.  We sought a way to save him.  We smuggled him out of the 
hospital to a hiding place.  Eventually he got his papers and was sent to a 
camp for alien citizens. 
 
02:38:40 The Gremans wanted to hold prisoners in order to exchange 
them for  
German prisoners of war. 
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02:43:20 We collected money for the underground organization.  For 
example, my salary was 30 Mark per week and we managed to collect 500-
800 Mark. 
 
02:49:40 I and some of my friends, Yurek Lasker, Shimon Frost, Yefner, 
and others were sent to a camp for alien citizens called TITMONIC, in upper 
Bavaria.  We conducted communal life and corresponded with Switzerland, 
Palestine and Benjin.  We had good conditions.  We got food from the 
German army and parcels from the Red Cross, as well as from the American 
Army.  We could hike and have sport activities under the Germans 
surveillance, and had cultural activities. 
 
02:58:10  I got to this camp in May 1943 and lived there 2 years till the 
liberation in May 1945. 
 
03:04:45 Benjin had a Jewish orphanage that was our pride.  During the 
war it served as a Jewish cultural center.  We had a symphony orchestra.  
German officers came to enjoy these performances and were not disturbed 
by the fact that this was also a transition place for the deportation to the 
camps. 
 
03:10:10 When my papers arrived from Switzerland I decided not to use 
them for saving myself. Instead, I left home and fled to the farm of the youth 
movement.  After several nights there my father begged my friends to 
convince me to come back home.  There the police arrested me and sent me 
to a camp of alien citizens. 
 
03:20:40 Could rich people easily obtain papers of alien citizens ? Fro 
some – Yes.  But we recommended only people from Gordonia and other 
youth movements. 
 
 03:29:40 We had debates about resistance but at the same time we 
prepared for it.  We had physical training and training in weapons.  We 
collected flammable materials like oil diesel and benzin. 
 
03:39:38 For example, I obtained one liter of benzin as my birthday 
present. 
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03:42:35 I heard that after my arrest there was a revolt in Benjin.  There 
was a battle in the agricultural farm and some were saved and came to 
Palestine. 
 
03:44:50 The last deportation from Benjin was on 31 st of July 1943. 
 
03:46:10 The life in the camp for alien citizens (ILAG) was good while 
around us there was hell.  We missed nothing except freedom.  Women and 
men lived separately in the ILAG camp. 
 
03:51:30 People in the ILAG camp asked to be allowed to live in 
families.  One such family camp was VITEL in France.  We heard that the 
Jews there were moved to one block and later were sent to Auscwitz.   
 
03:58:40 We were moved from one camp to another in trains that were 
bombed, and by foot.    
 
RG-50.120 # 098 
MANELLA ABRAHAM 
TAPE 2 OF 2 
 
(Most of the firs part of the tape repeats what was in tape 1) 
 
04:13:00 The good part of the Jewish policemen was that we saw less of 
the German policemen. Most of the people that join the Jewish police where 
people with out jobs and income. 
 
04:13:40 the Jewish policemen had a white round hats. They were 
named: “Ordners”. We used them as escort when we had to o the doctor or 
to the hospital after sunset. 
 
04:15:25 We didn’t like them, but sometimes they helped us. 
 
04:17:20 Henry Barenblat, a musician, active at the Israeli Opera, was 
the deputy officer in the Jewish police in Benjin. 
 
04:19:10 Some of the Jewish policemen were member of “Baytar” 
organization. They like the status and the uniforms. 
Barenblat was easy guy, but in hid duty he did crucial things too. He was not 
a martyr. 
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04:23:20 Moniek Merin, came to Benjin several month after the Germans 
appeared. He was in charge of all the Jewish communities in our area, and 
had to imply the Germans policy. 
 
04:28:50 My father continue to work for him because he believed that he 
can minimize the damage. 
 
04:30:00 In 12.8.1942 all the Jews assembled at the stadium. Only 10% 
were sending to extermination camps.  
I was sick and stayed at home. The tens were very high. My mother and my 
6-year-old sister came back home in the afternoon. They were very 
depressed. 
 
04:39:15 Mordechai Anilevitz was in Benjin, as I told in the previous 
tape. He told us the information of what happening. He encouraged us to 
resist and made better connection with Warsaw. 
He was a strong and determined, practical man and had a very accurate 
information. 
 
04:47:40 Eliezer Geler, came from the head quarter of “Gordonya”. He 
was down to earth man and looked for practical ways to save the Jewish 
people. He talked less of the dignity of the people and more on the real 
chances. 
 
04:54;35 Joseph Kornyan saved some people by smuggling them out of 
the camps from Slovenia to Hungary. 
 
04:55:30 Alfred Shwarzboum from Switzerland was the man that sends 
us money. 
 
05:02:12 Benjamin Graurbad the head of our Jewish community was in 
the same camp with me ILAG. He said that he is ashamed of the good 
conditions we had in the camp. As I said before we had good food, culture 
programs and we could study for the matriculation exam of London. 
 
05:12:50 The story about how we came to the ILAG was discovered. I 
don’t know how we were saved. I think that the Germans had pressure from 
the Alien not to touch us. 
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05:15:20 I have a short story to tell you: 
Zvi Kutner was an Eretz Israel soldier, who served in the British Army. He 
was in Tost camp in Shlezia. We were in contact with him. We were in 
Spital camp in Austria. The general of the camp enjoyed humiliating us.  He 
ordered us to open the cans of food we got from the Red Cross on the same 
day that we got them.  This way we were not able to save the food over a 
period of time.  Therefore we asked for shuffles to dig tunnels to hide in 
during bomb attacks.  We hid the cans of food in those tunnels.  However, 
since we moved to a different we could not use the food.  One day we got a 
letter from Zvi Kutner saying that he is currently in Spital camp and is 
suffering from lack of food.  We wrote him back giving directions to the 
hidden cans of food. 
 
 
 
 
 
05:22:10 The last days of the war: 
April 1945, The British Army got closer to our camp. We felt that freedom 
is near by. The camp senior called for a meeting. He brought up a request of 
a German General, who asked for his life, in case the British soldiers will 
enter the camp. The majority of the friends disagreed. 
 
 
 
 
05:28:00 8.5.1945, We saw the Americans soldiers, we saw a tank with a 
star. We run to the gat of the camp, broke the gat and run out. I found myself 
hugged an American soldier. 
For the first time I saw prisoners with uniforms: KATZETNIKIM. 
 
05:30:30 I wanted to help them. A young man with motorcycle took me 
to Libenaw camp 8 kilometers from my came, Lawfen. I went into a long 
and dark hub. I saw long raw of wooden beds. At the beginning I didn’t 
notice that on the beds were human being. 
 
05:33:40 I started to talk to them in Polish, Yiddish and German. I told 
them that the war is over and that the Americans arrived. 
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Skeletons were crawling towards me, with huge eyes full of fear and hunger. 
Suddenly one man called my name. It was Finki from Benjin. The first thing 
they asked for were cigarettes. 
 
05:35:50 I got back to my camp and told the American officer what I had 
discovered.  The same night, we went back to Libenaw camp with a half 
truck full of supplies and two doctors.  We found 300-400 people that were 
destined to be transported to a death camp.  Some of them died because they 
ate too much all at once.  The others were moved to a bigger camp, Inring, 
were they had better conditions.  As far as I know, most of them made 
Aliyah to Eretz Israel.   
 
05:41:23 While we helped the survivors of the camps, we wondered 
around and enjoyed our freedom.  My friend, Yurik Lasker that was later 
killed in the War of Independence in Israel, and I took over an Opel car.  We 
had a car accident and my leg was wounded.  I was taken to a local hospital.  
An American officer found me.  He wanted to send me to America, but I 
wanted to go to Eretz Israel.  I was told that since Palestine is under the 
British Mandate, I have to get there from London.  In London, I met Adler 
Ruder, one of the leaders of the Jewish Agency.   
 
05:46:05 The British decided to arrest me in Friendly Alien camp.  I was 
completely isolated.  They decided that I am unwanted and sent me back to 
Hamburg, Germany. 
 
05:49:00 I met one rabbi who took me to Bergen-Belzen.  There I met 
with a group of young Jewish people who later established kibbutz Netzer 
Sireni.  
 
05:51:05 In Lantzberg, we founded the “Nocham” movement (Nocham is 
an abbreviation for “Noar Chalutzi Lochem”, Fighting Pioneer Youth).  Our 
dream was that this movement would join all the political youth movements 
together into an apolitical movement.  It is a shame we couldn’t fulfill this 
dream later in Israel. 
 
05:59:23 We had five blocks in the camp.  Each one of them was called a 
kibbutz.  In one of these blocks I met my future wife.  We ran cultural and 
educational programs in the spirit of “Achdut Israel”.  
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 06:00:30 After two years the influence of the political parties and 
“Shlichey Aliyah” increased.  Each political party was organized separately. 
 
06:02:30 On the “Black Shabbat” we demonstrated: “Palestine Must Be 
Jewish”.  We were convinced this would help to they situation in Eretz 
Israel.     
  
06:04:10 Ben Gurion visited our camp and spoke to us. 
 
06:05:12 Our group founded Kibbutz Netzer Sireni.  At the beginning we 
wanted to name it “Buchenvald Survivors”.   
 
 
 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 




