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TAPE I 
 
1.01 He was born in Novisad, Yugoslavia [then Austria-Hungary]. His wife was born 

in 1915. Describes his mother’s death from TB. Father was in Austro-Hungarian 
army. He was raised by his grandparents in Schimanovski, a Serbian village. He 
describes his early life. 

 
1.09 Memories of WWI . In 1918 he went back to Novisad. Describes Jewish 

community of 5,000. He went to Jewish school. 
 
 1.28 Zionism became a solution in the 20s. Describes youth organizations. 
 
1.34 1931 university studies. Family history. Fate of 2 sisters in the Holocaust. 
 
1.41 1931 he went to Univ. of Zagreb. Describes first 2 years. Beginning of Nazism. 

He joined Zionist student organization. Describes infighting of various 
organizations. He became interested in Jabotinski. 

 
1.51 1932-33. Talks about Zionist debates and theories Weitzman vs. Jabotinski. 

Weitzman – to go with England. Jabotinski rejected Weitzman’s stratagems for 
creation of Jewish State in Palestine. 

 
1.58 1933. Zionist Congress in Prague. He voted for Revisionist movement. He studied 

law in Zagreb.  
 
2.05 He founded the Revisionist group in Zagreb which gave paramilitary training. 

Group called ‘Betar’. He developed the organization all over Yugoslavia. 
 
2.16 They planned to kill Goering when he came to Zagreb but he didn’t come. 

Organized help for refugees who started to arrive. 
 
2.22 Talks about Duschka Popov. Orgainzed Aliya in 1937-39. 
 
2.27 His wife Illie describes her early life in a philanthropic Zionist family. Her music 

studies. Meeting her husband and work to help refugees. 
 
2.50 Francis talks about the head of the Joint, Spietzer, and how they bribed officials to 

give permits to refugees to go to Sabac. 
 
2.55 Describes refugees in Sabac, establishing escape routes. In 1939 Haganah became 

active in rescue efforts. He organized Betar to help illegal Aliya. Wrote books. 
His work in intelligence. 
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TAPE II 
 
3.06 Talks about boat stopped at Romanian border in 1939 and refugees were taken to 

Sabac. How he and others helped refugees in Sabac. 1000 were killed there when 
Germans came. Photograph of killed people. 

 
3.15 2 large passenger ships 01, 02, were used for refugees from Austria. Describes 

plan of journey in 1938 on special train through Austria, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and 
by ship to Palestine. Yitshak Gutman organized ship ‘Orveen Elizabeth’ for 
refugees from Budapest.   

 
3.24 Talks about his contact with Yugoslavian Intelligence who were against Germany 

and pro French. Describes his campaign to resist Germans until March 1941. 
 
3.31 1941 March 27.  Germans attacked Yugoslavia. The army collapsed. Hungarian 

army came in and behaved terribly towards Jews. 
 
3.39 Laws against Jews and forced labor in May 1941. 
 
3.47 Head of Betar, Dr. Doheim is arrested by Gestapo. Yitzchak Berman, who worked 

for the British in Istanbul helped free him. 
 
 
3.54 He and wife escaped to Budapest on Sept. 4. Difficulty in getting visas to Turkey. 

What Lutz did in Switzerland to help refugees. 
 
4.08 Wife describes her life in Novisad when Germans took over. Their life in 

Budapest until they got an Hungarian passport and visas to Turkey. 
 
4.17 Describes massacre of Jews and Serbs in Novisad where 3000 were killed. Shows 

photographs. 
 
4.22 Meetings with Kalman Iure, Immanuel Springman, Yoel Brand. 
 
4.26 How he go visas to Turkey. He was asked to establish contact with Western Allies 

in Istanbul. 
 
4.58 Describes arrival in Turkey. He told Chaim Barl that 1 ½ million Jews had been 

killed in occupied Europe. 
 
TAPE III 
 
5.11 He describes Captain Craig, alias Basil Davison, of the British Intelligence, and 

his contacts with him in Istanbul, also with Christopher Fry from Hungary. 
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5.24 Describes Center for non-combatant warfare in Istanbul. Yitzchak Berman came 
as representative of Etzel. He was chief of Intelligence. In Nov. ‘4- OWI [Office 
of War Information] was set up. Bob Parker was the first director. He and wife 
joined OWI. 

 
5.34 His 1st assignment to monitor radio transmissions. Late activities were 

propaganda in occupied countries via newspapers, film etc. 
 
5.52 Nov ’42 invasion of American troops in N. Africa with German defeat in 

Stalingrad. Information about the Holocaust. 
 
6.00 Situation in Romania and other countries that want to go over to the allies but 

were not given assurance that they would not be taken over by Russians. 
 
6.13 He received maps of labor camps in Krakow and in Plazow which he turned over 

to Jewish representative of Palestine. Rescue operations were based on party 
affiliation. 

 
6.15 Teddy Kolek came with recommendation from Meir Weltman [Tuval] to help in 

rescue operation. 
 
6.20 Describes contact with people: Ehud Avriel, Hillel Cook, Venia Pomeranz 

[Hadar], Menachem Bader, Yoseph Klarm--, Meir Weltman. Also contact with 
Monsignor Roncali [later Pope] who allowed him to use Vatican couriers. 

 
6.35 Jewish agency arranged for Turkish Government to give permits to Hungarian 

Jews to go to Palestine. Palestine Office chief, Moshe Kraus, gave names for 
certificates according to party lines. 

 
6.47 Wife tells about bringing her family to Budapest. 
 
6.51 Wife describes the work of Maria Bauer for the refugees. The work of Swiss 

Consul Lutz. 
 
7.10 Talks more about Moshe Kraus who was a corrupt agent of the Jewish Agency 

who sold certificates. 
 
TAPE IV 
 
7.14 More about Moshe Kraus. Letters of complaints about him. 
 
7.24 How he helped Jewish refugees to get false papers, passport, visas, etc. Informed 

Zionist organizations about the fate of Jews in occupied Europe. 
 
7.38 The son of Jabotinsky, who was head of Hebrew Committee of National 

Liberation in the USA and Hillel Cook asked Roosevelt to intervene.   
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7.44 Prof. Phillip Schwartz and his contact with Ataturk to establish a symbolic state in 

Turkey that would issue visas to Jews. Weitzman’s involvement. 
 
8.03 Ernst Reuter, head of anti-Nazi German group in Turkey became member of 

International Rescue Committee headed by Leon Dannen, Gerhardt Kessler and 
Reuter wanted to have a German Immigre Government as alternative to Hitler. 

 
8.08 Thomas Mann and his activities. 
 
8.15 Wife talks about Schimon Brod, a Turkish citizen and his help in rescue efforts. 
 
8.23 The absence of the Jewish Plight in high level contacts such as Yalta and others. 
 
8.34 The plight of the Jews when Germany took Hungary. Roosevelt established ‘War  
 Refugee Board’, headed by Ira Hirshman. 
 
8.45 Swedish government gives passports of protection to Jews with Certificates to 

Palestine.  600 passports were given to Moshe Kraus and nobody received them. 
 
8.53 Talks about Kastner’s negotiations with Eichmann to let Jews out for money. 

Kastner arranged for 2000 relatives and friends to go to Palestine. The ensuing 
court case against Kastner in Israel. 

 
9.11 The rescue of Romanian Jews. 
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