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Abstract 
 
Moshe Shutan, born in Svencionys, Lithuania, near Vilnius, talks about his family, his Bundist 
education, the Yiddish school that he attended, the war between Russia and Germany and its 
impact upon Svencionys, his awareness of what Germany was doing to Jews in other countries 
in Europe, the beginning of the killing of the Jews in Svencionys, the existence of Zionist groups 
in Svencionys, the establishment of the ghetto in Svencionys, the creation and nature of the 
Judenrat in Svencionys, acquiring a radio and following the course of the war, the roundup of 
the Jews in the Svencionys ghetto and their execution in Poligon, his experiences in various 
workcamps and escaping therefrom, his role in smuggling light weapons into the ghetto, the 
creation of a Jewish  underground in Svencionys, the conditions in the ghetto, witnessing the 
execution of a group of Poles by the Germans, his contacts with people from and awareness of 
conditions in the Vilna ghetto, the transfer of Jews from areas in Belarus to Svencionys, a visit 
to Svencionys by Jacob Gens from Vilna, attempts to make contact with the Russian partisans, 
dissolution of the Svencionys ghetto, escaping from the transfer of the Jews out of Svencionys, 
being captured by the Lithuanian police and taken to Vilna, the killing of Svencionys Jews in 
Ponary, residing with an uncle in the Kailis area of Vilna, leaving Vilna and rejoining members of 
the Svencionys underground in a Russian partisan unit, otriad Chapayev of the Voroshilov 
Brigade under the command of his former teacher Fedor Markov, persuading partisan 
commander Sidyakin to allow him to go to Vilna to recruit members of the  FPO to join the  
partisan fighters in the forest, encountering a mixed welcome among some of the partisans, 
recounting his experiences with the Lithuanian locals on the way to Vilna, making contact with 
the FPO in Vilna, meeting with Wittenberg the head of the FPO in Vilna, discussing the ideology 
of the FPO, his arrest and beating by the Jewish police during an operation launched by Jacob 
Gens, encountering Jews from the provinces that had been transferred to Vilna, meeting with 
Gens and hearing Gens’ views regarding his role as head of the ghetto versus the ideology of 
FPO, leaving the Vilna ghetto with a group from the FPO and with the support of Gens, arriving 
in the Narocz Forest, being ordered by Markov to return to Vilna and demand that Wittenberg 
cooperate fully in getting the FPO to leave the Vilna ghetto an join the partisans in the forest, 
comparing the  partisan bases in the Narocz Forest to those in the Kazin Forest, encountering 
entire Jewish families living in the forest, returning to Vilna with the help of local farmers to  
lead members of the FPO out of Vilna, meeting with Abba Kovner and the leadership of the FPO 
and hearing about the Wittenberg Affair, arguing with the FPO regarding arrangements for the 
FPO to leave Vilna, falling under suspicion of the FPO leadership spying for Gens who was 
regarded as working for the Gestapo, encountering regarding his relationship with Gens, also 
encountering distrust among fellow Svencionys partisans on account of his relationship with 
Gens, learning about a group from the FPO that had left the ghetto without his knowledge 
under the leadership of Josef Glazman and their subsequent ambush by the Germans, finalizing 
his selection of a group of approximately 20 people to lead out of the ghetto, ending his 
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relationship with the FPO, reflecting upon different groups and individuals in the ghetto, 
referring to Gens as a hero, recounting the roundup of 2000 people from the Vilna ghetto to go 
to Estonia, leaving the Vilna ghetto with the group that he had selected and leading them to the 
partisans in the Narocz forest, reflecting upon the reasons some people chose not to leave the 
ghetto, reflecting upon the Wittenberg affair, reflecting upon the cooperation of the locals with 
the Germans in connection with turning over escaping Jews, recounting the poor behavior of 
the partisans vis a vis the local farmers (stealing and setting fires), learning about the formation 
of a Jewish otriad called Nekama under the leadership of Josef Glazman, hearing from Glazman 
that he, Shutan, was under suspicion for being responsible for the ambush of the FPO group 
that had left the ghetto under Glazman’s command, being accepted into the Ortiad Nekama, 
recounting the return to the Vilna Ghetto of Alexander Bogen and Rudnitsky to lead additional 
FPO members to the partisans, the disbanding of the otriad of Nekama, the formation of a new 
otriad Komsolnoski which included some of the former members of the Jewish otriad including 
himself, the creation of a maintenance (non-fighting unarmed) unit to support the partisans, 
the disarming by force of the FPO by Volodka from Markov’s brigade Voroshilov, reflecting 
upon the serious anti-Semitism among the partisans, recounting the mounting of a blockade by 
the Germans to thwart the activities of the partisans, the abandonment of unarmed Jews in the 
forest by the partisans during the blockade, being  thrown out of the otriad Komsomolski and 
having his gun forcefully confiscated, attempting to avoid the Germans during the blockade by 
hiding out in the swampy area of the Narocz forest near the partisan base, searching for food 
during the period of the blockade, leaving the Jewish partisans and joining the Russian 
communist partisans from eastern Belarus, being accepted into the Kalinin brigade of the 
partisans under the command of Commissar Kapitonov who befriended him, falling asleep on 
guard duty and being placed on trial, returning to his unit and being allowed to fight, engaging 
German troops in skirmishes, ambushing units that were bringing supplies to the Germans, 
comparing the nature and degree of anti-Semitism of the western and eastern partisans, being 
part of a the creation of a partisan presence in the villages, saving the life of a partisan 
commander, serving as a navigator for the Red Army on the road to Pleschenitsy, witnessing 
retreating Germans, contracting typhus and being taken to the Red Army hospital in Minsk, 
upon his recovery from typhus being conscripted into the Red Army, recounts what daily life 
was like among the Eastern Belarus partisans including the reading aloud of articles written by a 
Jewish journalist Ilya Ehrenburg and the impact upon morale, reflections about things that 
happen in wartime, expressing regret for not attempting to lead more people out of the Vilna 
Ghetto, realizing at the time of the allied invasion of Normandy that Germany and lost the war, 
arriving in Bialystock after the war ended in Europe and deciding that he would like to go to 
Palestine but refusing to dessert the Red Army, being to Moscow as part of a chemical 
engineering unit, meeting with an NKVD officer who helped him obtain the necessary 
documentation to enable him to be discharged from the Red Army, reflecting  on the nature of 
revenge against the Germans, reflecting on the nature of the threat posed by fascism today, 
reflecting upon the discussions that he had with Alexander Bogen which helped shaped his 
views about Zionism, reflecting about the merits of living in the ghetto for another day versus 
joining the partisans and fighting the Germans, recounting a discussion that he had with a 
former Jewish policeman from the Vilna Ghetto regarding Gens conduct in connection with the 
Jews that were killed in Ponary, recounting his knowledge of the killing of former Jewish 
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policemen from the ghetto after the war, recounting the initial attitude of the Jews in Israel 
towards the Judenrats and the Jews that served as Jewish policemen in the ghettos, his opinion 
regarding having Demjanjuk being placed on trial in Israel, reflecting upon the lessons that he 
learned from the Holocaust, recounting what pained him the most about the Holocaust, paying 
tribute to his wartime friends who were killed and those that survived, recounting his arrival in 
Israel in 1949 via Cyprus, serving in the Israeli army, living in a moshav [type of village in Israel] 
and thereafter moving to the city, working in construction and also in a nursing school, and 
concluding his oral testimony with hope for a good future. 
 
DISC I of XII 
 
01:01 
My name is Moshe Shutan.  I was born in Svencian [Svencionys, Svintsyan, at times considered 
part of Poland Russia, or Lithuania], in the region of Vilnius [Vilna].   I was one of six children.  
My father did all kinds of work, my mother was a writer.  My siblings and I went to school, it 
was a yiddish school.  I began helping my father at work when I was nine years old while I still 
attended school.  
 
01:02 
About a week before the war between Russia and Germany in 1941, we knew that something 
was brewing.  People were saying  that the outbreak of war was imminent. I had a friend, Shike 
Gertman, actually a neighbor, who came back from Vilna a few days before the war.  He told 
me that on his way back to our town he had seen trains loaded with tanks and artillery.   
 
01:03 
Also, the Russians advertised the fact that they were on the move with vehicles and wagons 
loaded with all kinds of transport equipment.   In fact, the war broke out on June 22.  We, the 
children, were on vacation from school.  We did not know what to do.   
 
01:04 
The local authorities did not tell us anything, they started running away and  the local Jewish 
population became panicky.  The problem was the fear of the Germans. The Jews knew about 
the Germans, their anti-Semitism and the decrees against the Jews.  
 
01:05 
We knew about the ghettos in Poland, about the Warsaw ghetto.  The people wanted to know 
what to do, but there were no answers. Half the village attempted to run away in the direction 
of Russia, to the East, on foot, by bicycle, in wagons.  However,  the Lithuanians who had been 
discharged from the Red Army started shooting at them.  
  
01:06 
These Lithuanians were anti-Soviet.  It was impossible to get past them so the people started 
returning to the village.  There was an incident with a unit of Russian soldiers that  had returned 
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to the village.  The secretary of the communist party in the village said what kind of an army is 
this? They told him it was impossible to continue onwards because they were being fired upon.  
 
01:07 
He said that anyone with a weapon should follow him.  Among those who followed was a 
volunteer, a Jew named Shine. They managed to defeat the Lithuanians in a skirmish and the 
road was reopened.  The majority of those who ran away returned but some made it to Russia.  
 
01:08 
I met with my friends and we decided that we wanted to escape.  I came home and told my 
parents what I wanted to do. They said OK if you want to run away we will  too.  But I had an 86 
year old grandmother, though she was in good health I did not see it as a realistic possibility for 
her, the Germans were advancing rapidly.  So, we decided to stay.  
 
01:09 
But staying was also a problem.  There were some Jews who wondered why we wanted to run 
away, they were of the view that we would be able to manage with the Germans.  So in our 
house, once we realized that we would not run away, I again met up with my group of friends.  
 
01:10 
We had to decide what to do, but there was no one to tell us what to do. So, we concluded that 
if we would not try to escape, we would fight the Germans.  Most of my friends were 
schoolmates but not all of them, nonetheless, we all knew one another.  
 
01:11 
You can ask, why did you decide to fight the Germans, the Germans had not even arrived yet so 
from where did that decision arise.  It was an ideological decision.  It did not come about as in 
most cases after killings and atrocities.  We had concluded that the Germans were the enemies 
of mankind and in particular the Jews.  How did we arrive at this conclusion?  I grew up in a 
Jewish school, I had a Jewish education.  My teachers were Bundists.  
 
01:12 
My teachers spoke about  rights, the rights of man, the freedom of the individual, about 
fascism, about the situation of the Jews in Poland, the difficulties that we had experienced, and 
they gave us the direction to search for justice in the world. Not only was I educated in school, I 
also became educated through reading books.    
 
01:13 
My character, my thinking that one should fight came from books that I had read by authors 
such as Victor Hugo, Jules Verne, Beecher Stowe.  We saw that the persecuted, if they do not 
rise up to fight they would not get anyplace, they would slaves. Also, I read Russian literature, a 
book like The Silent Master [???], I identified with the characters.    
 
01:14 
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So when the time came to decide on our own what to do, we decided the way that we decided.  
Our teacher, Devorah Fisher, a Bundist, was at the first conference of the Bundt in Minsk.  She 
told us that she knew that the situation in  Poland was very difficult and that work in Poland 
would be tough, that we would not have the opportunity to continue with higher education, 
and that we would probably forget everything that we had been taught in school, but they 
were educating us to be human beings, to think like human beings, behave like humans and 
know how to manage in the world.  
 
01:15 
We had another educator, Motel Golinsky, he was a great educator, he worked in an institution 
near Warsaw, he was a married man but he did not have children.  He loved children dearly, in 
fact during recesses, he would come out to the yard to play with us until the next bell would 
ring.  Also, if a student  needed  help with a lesson, he would offer to help. I should point out 
that the  economic situation for teachers at the time was very tough.   
 
01:16 
Our school was supported by the Jewish community worldwide.  A portion of the student body 
could not pay anything by way of tuition but they were admitted nonetheless.  Everyone paid 
according to what they could afford.  
 
01:17 
Before the war broke out in 1939, when the Germans invaded Poland, there was a call up of all 
the Poles.  The boyfriend of my older sister Rachel was called up.  When he  went to the place 
of the call up and we were taking our leave from him, I went over to him and told him, today it 
seems very naive, for the Poles there is no reason to fight, but you should know that you are 
fighting against the fascists. When my friends and I decided to fight, like a rear guard, the first 
problem that we faced was the need to find weapons. This was before the Germans entered 
our town.   
 
01:18 
When the Germans marched passed our town, I went out to look at them. I saw the tanks that 
were rolling past and the half-tracks and the soldiers with motorized vehicles.  The Russian 
soldiers threw down their weapons and were going to be taken as POWs. There was no one 
there to take control over them so they stood among the civilians and waited.   
 
01:19 
There was a store nearby, a bakery, rolls were being distributed.  Three of the Russians also 
waited on line to get rolls.  From a side street, I saw a German on a motorcycle, in back of him 
there were two Russians who were armed.  They had captured the German and wanted to take 
him further east.  They did not know that the German troops had entered our town.   
 
01:20 
When the captured  German soldier saw the line of other German soldiers, he d fell off the 
motorcycle and was injured.  His Russian captors shot him and ran away.  The German soldiers  
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ran after them.  After about a half an hour, the Germans returned, they had not caught the 
Russians. The people in the bakery had scattered once they saw what was happening.  But the 
Russian soldiers who were in the bakery were still there.  When the German soldiers returned 
without capturing the Russians that had shot their soldier, they took the three unarmed 
Russians that were in the bakery and shot them dead.   
 
01:21 
My friend’s father, the father of Shika Gertman, who was curious by nature, went to see what 
was going on.  He returned home and said that it’s the end of the world.  If German soldiers 
could shoot unarmed men who were waiting to be taken as prisoners of war, that is something 
unheard of, nothing like that had been heard to happen in any of the other wars.  
 
01:22 
The situation was very difficult.  It was clear that things were not going to be good.  After only a 
few days, the Germans rounded up six or seven Jews.  They said that they were taking them to 
work.  Instead, they took them out and shot them.  Jews were not allowed to walk on the 
sidewalks.  Jews had to wear the yellow star.  The Jews were afraid to go outside.  
 
01:23 
The city was under the control of the Lithuanian police. There were a few Germans too, about 
six or seven of them, there were a few others in the nearby villages but the Lithuanians were in 
charge.  They went from house to house  searching for gold, etc.  They took whatever they 
could find.  Every family was in a panic.  Shika’s father, Avraham, had always been interested in 
politics.  
 
01:24 
He was a shoemaker but politics to him was like food. There were no local papers.  There were 
Polish newspapers but Jews could not buy them.  He by chance found one that was put out in 
Vilna.  There was an article in the paper that said, if you see a Jew that has fallen on the street 
and it looks like he needs help, don’t give him a hand, do the opposite, finish him off.  
 
01:25 
When we read things like that our hair stood up.  But Avraham wanted to know what was going 
on.  All of our radios were confiscated.  If a Jew was caught with a radio his entire family would 
be shot.  
 
01:26 
But he managed to find out about a man who had a radio!  Avraham was an old man already, so 
he went to his son and told him about the Jew who had a radio. He was an bachelor,  he was 
part of the Chalutz [pioneer movement Hechalutz] a Zionist, he had nothing in the world in 
terms of possessions except the radio, which he was afraid to continue to keep.  When 
Avraham asked him about his radio, the old man gave it to him.  
 
01:27 
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Avraham’s son took a sack and went to get the radio, even though he had to cross a few streets 
he was not afraid.  Now we needed electricity to get it to work.  I was involved too because he 
was our neighbor and our two houses shared a common wall. We decided to put the radio in 
the attic and build another section of attic above it.  My job was to deal with the electricity.   I 
had studied physics in school so I knew about electricity.  
 
01:28 
But we needed something like an antenna.  Clearly, we could not put it on top of the house on 
the outside, people would see it, so we had to dig underground and then we would put the 
wires under one of the posts in the fence and thread it through the post of the fence and in that 
manner it would be high up but not visible.  Just as we were digging, a neighbor came by.  What 
are you doing he asked.  
 
01:29 
We said that we were fixing the fence.  He said are you crazy at times like this you are fixing the 
fence!  We said, you will see in a few weeks the Soviets will come and things will return to 
normal.  He said you are crazy and he got up and left.  We fixed everything.  On the first night, 
we went up to the attic, me and Shika, Avraham was too old to get up to the attic, it was 
difficult for him.  We were able to hear a Russian station. We heard that the Red Army was 
doing ok, that they were managing to stop the Germans.  
 
01:30 
They were calling upon the young people that had remained behind to join the partisans.  We 
also heard that the Germans were killing Jews, that they had taken 70 Jews, put them in a 
house and killed all of them.  They mentioned the name of the village but I don’t recall it. This 
was around August 1941. That they were talking about joining the partisans gave us hope that 
the path that we had chosen was correct.  
 
01:31 
There was another Jew who had a radio.  Peretz Hauchman.  We were able to pick up London. 
What interested us about London was that they said to Poland to guard ammunition and 
weapons but sit tight and not go out to fight at that point in time.  
 
01:32 
Once we were even able to get Jerusalem on the radio,we heard spoken Hebrew.  We did not 
know Hebrew, we were educated in a Yiddish school.  But, in our town there were Zionist 
movements such as the young Hechalutz.  
 
01:33 
The leader of the young Hechalutz was Jutka Shapir.  He was an intelligent guy, a talented 
speaker, the movement’s members thought highly of him.  Even we thought highly of him as a 
person.  We told him that we had a radio and we were able to receive transmissions from 
Jerusalem but we didn’t know what they were saying and that we wanted to understand what 
we were hearing.  We asked him to come with us.   
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01:34 
Initially, he did not believe that we had a radio. When he saw that we were serious he came 
over one evening.  We covered ourselves and the radio with 3-4 blankets so that no one could 
hear the sound of the radio while we were listening.  When Shika would be listening I used to 
go up to the roof with my brother in law who was living with us and sing and yell and dance.  
The rest of the family said that I had gone crazy.  Once he told me that he heard a radio.  I said, 
it’s probably a radio coming from the casino.  He said maybe but I hear a radio.  In any event, he 
did not know that we were the ones with the radio.  
 
01:35 
So  when Jutka  came over, we asked him what they were  saying.  He told us the same things 
that we had heard from London, word for word. 
 
01:36 
He too was very disappointed that we did not hear anything more than that. From Russia for 
example, by way of contrast, the Russians were urging people to fight.  We did not include him 
in our group because we were thinking about fighting and were afraid to tell him.  
 
01:37 
We wondered how a guy like Jutke did not think about fighting against the Germans.  By that 
time, people in our town, many Jews, were already being killed, why had the thought not come 
to him to fight.  The Zionists in our town had a problem.  We got along with the Russians. The 
Bund is not that far ideologically from Communism, only the means to get there.    
 
01:38 
We had no problem when we went to school under the Soviets.  In fact, under the Poles we 
could not learn but when the Russians were in control  more people went to school than when 
we were under the Poles. When the Russians came in, they destroyed all the Jewish institutions 
except the Yiddish Jewish school and we continued to learn there.  A Russian school was 
opened and some of my friends changed schools to attend the Russian school, but I wanted to 
continue in the Yiddish school.  I wanted to continue studying what I considered to be the 
Jewish heritage. For me, Judaism, Sholom Aleichem, Mendele, Asch, Peretz, spoke to my heart 
and I thought that they were no less worldly than the non-Jewish  writers.   
 
01:39 
True, Judaism had survived under the Torah.  But with the advent of the Haskalah 
[Enlightenment] Jews also began to learn other languages and different  subjects, things like  
math, history, etc., were introduced from the onset of the Haskalah.  Nonetheless, I did not 
want to leave the study of the Jewish heritage behind and there were others like me. The 
Russians had destroyed the Tarbut school where learning was conducted in Hebrew, so people 
like Jutke were on the outside and we no longer shared a common language.  
 
01:40 
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The Communists were the enemies of the Zionists. Jutke  could not get past that obstacle, that 
in order to fight that day’s enemy, the Germans, we Jews would have to fight on the same side 
and together with yesterday’s enemy, the Russians.  He could not cross that barrier. Had he 
been able to arrive at the conclusion that we need to fight the Germans and it makes no 
difference with whom we would join in battle, that would have been a correct thought.  But he 
did not arrive at that thought. And so when they came to take the Jews away, he ended up with 
all of the others. Perhaps, had we told him that we had an underground, he would have joined 
with us and come with us.  But we did not tell him that; today it’s clear to me that we made a 
mistake in not telling him.   
 
01:41 
About one month or even less after the war began, the Germans decided to throw all the Jews 
of the town out, they would establish a ghetto and part of the town’s Jews would live in the 
ghetto.  There was a man in our town, Moshe Gordon, he  knew the Lithuanian police 
commander, he also spoke Lithuanian.  When the Lithuanians took control of the town some of 
the men were seized.  Their families did not know what had happened to them. They went to 
Moshe Gordon and asked him what was going on with their sons.  He said that he would check 
it out and told  them not to worry, they had been taken for work but they would  return.  
 
01:42 
When the order was given that the Jews would be thrown out of the town and that a ghetto 
would be created, he felt that it was his obligation to let the Jews know.  The Jews gathered in 
the synagogue.  
 
01:43 
He got up and said to them listen, the Germans are going to chase the Jews out of here to a 
place called Poligon near new Sventsyon, to a camp.  Anyone who can save himself should do 
so.  He did not know why and how the Jews would be sent there, he just knew that they would 
be taken.  So during that night many of the Jews, including many youngsters,  ran away towards 
White Russia.  At the time, the situation there was relatively quiet, there were no persecutions 
against the  Jews.   
 
01:44 
The next day, Shabbat, the Jews were told to gather in the center of town.  My friends and I 
decided that whatever the Germans would say, we would do the opposite.  My friend Shika and 
I decided to hide, we hid in a room, a closet was placed to disguise the entrance to the room, 
Shika’s father was the one who placed the closet next to the door.  The Lithuanian police went 
from house to house with a list of names.  If your name was not on the list you were taken. My 
brother in law who was in the printing business, was not taken, 80 families were not taken.   
 
01:45 
This meant that part of my family was taken, including my grandmother and one sister.  We 
heard the screams as the Lithuanians were taking the people away.  
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01:46 
After things quieted down, that night, one of my sisters, Nechama, decided to check what was 
going on.  She had not been taken.  She came to the window of the room where we were hiding 
and told us that we could come out, they were gone.  I was surprised to see that she was not 
afraid to walk in the street. She had a boyfriend, when Moshe Gordon told the people to try 
and save themselves, he ran away to a place called Glebokie [Glemboke or  Hybokaye]. She 
decided that she would go there and try to find him, there it was safer.  But she was with a 
group of Jews and they were caught and killed. She was five months pregnant. 
 
01:47 
On Sunday, after the Jews were taken to Poligon,  we were told that we too would have to 
move to the ghetto.  My father wanted to know what was going on, so he took a broom and 
went outside as if he wanted to sweep the street.  He told us that it was quiet.  Shika’s family 
had been taken including his father, Avraham.  But the radio was left, we did not know what to 
do with it. We put it in a sack and we took it with us to the ghetto.   
 
01:48 
Shika came with us since he was alone, his whole family had been taken away. We went to one 
house, he came with us.  He sat down on the sack.  My mother said to him, what’s in the sack?  
He said a radio! She turned pale and quickly told him to get rid of it to a place where it would 
not be seen. He took it someplace, I don’t know where he put it and and came back.  
 
01:49 
Meanwhile, my mother was sick, she had a heart condition. A few days later, my father went to 
the pharmacy to get her medicine.  He returned, very pale.  He told us that he saw three cars 
with Lithuanians who were drunk, and behind them was another car and it was going towards 
Poligon, where the Jews had been taken.  
 
01:50 
At the same time that he was telling us what he saw, an announcement was made that all 
heads of households should go to the main street at the center of the ghetto, the Germans 
wished to make an announcement.  My father decided that he would go to listen.  My mother 
told him not to go because she said that he looked awful. 
 
01:51 
A Lithuanian officer was there, with about 10 Lithuanian police, I don’t know if there were any 
Germans there. The officer pulled out a list and said that if your name is called come forward.  
My father’s name was not called. One of the people who was there was suspicious.  His name 
was not called, but when the name of someone who was called did not step forward, he 
stepped forward instead.  My father did not have an opportunity to do that.  
 
01:52 
When the  officer completed reading the list of names, there were about 15 people left.  They 
were rounded up and taken to prison. The next day they were brought back to the ghetto by 
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the Lithuanians.  They were asked where they lived.  They pointed out where they lived, I live 
here, I live here, and then they took their families too.  When they asked my father where he 
lived, he pointed to an empty house.  That is how we were saved.   
 
01:53 
After ten days we heard that all of the Jews who had been taken to Poligon were killed, 
including my father and my grandmother, my father’s name had not been read. We did not 
know how to live, what to do, what would be.  No one had any ideas.  We did not talk about 
food,where we would sleep, about the difficulties of the situation.  Everyone was afraid for 
his/her own life. 
 
01:54 
Meanwhile, life continued.  The men were rounded up for work.  I continued to hide in the 
ghetto.  On the list were the names of my brother in law and his wife.  Three of my sisters, my 
mother and I were not on the list of people who were considered to be legally in the ghetto. 
When the ghetto was established my brother in law was one of the important people, so he, his 
wife and their daughter were on the list.  
 
01:55 
But since the rest of the family was not on the list  we could not go out to work because we 
were afraid that we would be caught. That was a problem, because if you were not legally on 
the list, then you could not go out to get food so everyone tried to get legally registered. . 
 
01:56 
There were two girls in the ghetto, one knew Lithuanian well and the other worked for the 
Germans. We were able to use them to bribe the authorities to get on the list as legally living in 
the ghetto so that we could get food and go to work.  
 
01:57 
That is how we started to work. As a result of going out to work we were able to get our hands 
on the German daily newspaper and in that way we learned what was going on more or less in 
the world at large. We were aware that the German advance had been halted outside of 
Moscow and we knew that we would have to wait and see what would happen.  .  
 
01:58 
We made it through the winter. At the end of February, a German came to the ghetto and said 
that he needed 15 people for work.  People were afraid to go, how is it that all of a sudden a 
German comes and asks for workers. We knew most of the administration but this German we 
did not know.  He had approached the head of the Judenrat, Moshe Gordon, there was 
someone else before Gordon, his name was Schuchman, he also knew the Lithuanians.   
 
01:59 
The administration in the ghetto was as follows. The labor work office, the Judenrat, the 
housing office, and the Jewish police.  Some of the people on the Judenrat were volunteers. 
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Moshe Gordon was a natural for the job because he knew Lithuanian and he had connections 
with them.   
 
02:01 
I don’t know why Gordon took over for Schuchman, I think perhaps it’s because Gordon had 
better connections with the Lithuanians, but I am just guessing, I really don’t know why 
Schuchman was replaced.  Schuchman lived through the war, but I don’t know where he ended 
up.  
 
DISC  II of XII 
NOTE The tracking numbers are wrong!  Instead of 02.01 etc, the numbers appear as 01.--  I 
will use 02:00 etc. 
 
02:01 
The Judenrat made a list of 15 people, mostly young people.  The Judenrat had a messenger, he 
was 14 or 15 years old.  He was the one to give each person a note that would say, for example, 
tomorrow you are supposed to appear for work.  In this instance, no one, not one of the 15 
who were selected, showed up for work. Why didn’t anyone show up?  Because, a few weeks 
before there was an incident in the village of Švir.  A German showed up and said that he 
needed 25 workers.  
 
02:02 
He took them to a different city to do the work. After  they completed the work they burned 
them. I  know of this because one of the 25 was a man from our city, Yeshika Gramlik.  So we 
were afraid that the same tactic would be applied to us so no one showed up. The German who 
came  to our town started screaming, he raised his pistol and shouted that if no one would 
show up the next day he  would shoot everyone. The notes went out again.  The people in the 
Judenrat decided  that they would call for volunteers, whoever was willing could volunteer.  
 
02:03 
Among those in the Judenrat who decided to volunteer was Gudel Galinsky [Galinski], the 
brother of the teacher whose name I mentioned earlier. So the group went out to work, no one 
knew what would become of them. The time came to return from the work.  They returned.  
There  was a Lithuanian policeman on the outside and a Jewish policeman on the inside of the 
entrance to the ghetto.  The workers entered the ghetto, everyone was relieved.  Gudel had 
worked in the same factory as Shika Gertman, Shika was an artist.  The factory made road signs, 
like street signs and things of that sort inside the ghetto for which the Germans had placed 
orders.  
 
02:04 
Shaika liked to talk and to show off. Gudel saw that Shika had the personality of someone who 
likes to fight. So Gudel said to him, look Shika, I see that you always tell people that we have to 
fight, well near where we worked there is an ammunition warehouse.   
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02:05 
When Shaika heard “ammunition” he immediately came and told me about what he had heard, 
and we told our friends. We decided that we would go to the Judenrat and tell them that we 
were willing to volunteer.  They sent us there to work. That is how we got into the ammunition 
warehouse.   There were things in there left over from the Russians, when they had retreated. 
There were all kinds of guns and ammunition, even 120 mm and other things.  I had never held 
a gun in my hands before that time. 
 
02:06 
Our job was to clean the weapons.  We realized that would be our  opportunity to steal 
weapons.   
But there were Germans around, two of them, one was an ordinary soldier by the name of  
Hess, he never left our side so we could not do anything.   
 
02:07 
One day, the German who never left our side was sick so he did not show up.  The other one 
did not remain with us the whole time, he periodically would come in and go out.  We thought 
that would be the perfect day to remove some of the weapons.  But we had a problem.  We 
were not the only ones who were working there, there were others, including women.  We 
were afraid that they would see us trying to remove the weapons.  So what did we do? There 
was one worker there who did not seem to belong to any group. I approached him, he was 
about 15, his name was Gershke Naga.    
 
02:08 
I said to him, you see the situation with the Jews, you know what the Germans have in store for 
the Jews.  Do you think that it is ok for us to take weapons?  He immediately said yes.  But I was 
still afraid.  I thought well, ok, he agreed that we could  take the weapons but perhaps he would 
tell someone else what we had done.  So I asked him, are you prepared to take some of them 
too?  He said yes. When I heard that, I picked up a weapon, a gun with a short stock and a 
narrow barrel and I said take this one put it in your pants, we were wearing coats, it was winter, 
so no one could see what was under the coat.  
 
02:09  
We approached the gate, Lithuanians were guarding it.  Generally, we would be lined up in 
columns and the German who was with us would lead us out. The Lithuanians would see the 
German and that would be good enough for them.  So we did the same thing on that day.  I told 
Gerske to meet me later in the bathroom of the ghetto  to give me the weapon.  That is what 
he did.  I hid the gun in the attic under the sand that was piled up there in case of a fire because 
those buildings were made of wood so the beams of the attic were piled up with sand.  
 
02:10 
Unbeknownst to me, on the same day, Itzik Rudnitsky also smuggled a gun out.  He had not told 
us anything about it, he just took it.  So now we had two guns.   
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02:11 
When I look back at it, I realize that we had to take the guns, but Gershke had no obligation to 
do so. He perished.  I am telling you this because I would like to pay my last respects to him, to 
honor his memory.  That is how I feel, there are others who may think differently.  So, now we 
were transformed from a group that was a mere idea to a fighting group. 
 
02:12 
We started smuggling more and more guns. We would cut off part of the stock and then 
reassemble it in the ghetto. We also smuggled out ammunition.  There were other men there, 
some who were with the Polish army.  Interestingly, they did not think of stealing weapons!  
One of them was in artillery in the Polish army.  He saw us circling around the bullets.  He told 
us, fellows, stop, the Germans will see what you are doing and will kill all of us.   
 
2:13 
We starting talking about what we were doing and recruiting others to the group. Shenke 
Michelson, Bushkanyetz, myself, Gershke.  I can’t remember all the names but there were 
others.  
 
02:14 
Shaike said that he had four guns.  He explained that his uncle had worked with the fire brigade 
and had a gun.  He liked guns so he started a collection. They were hidden outside of the 
ghetto, but it was hard to get to them, a Lithuanian officer lived there.  
 
02:15 
We did not know what to do.  Once the group became larger, we decided to hold a meeting and 
to put into place a formal organizational structure, a head, assistants, etc., so that our actions 
would not be solo and random but organized. The first meeting was at the house of  Dovid 
Yochai.  He had a mother and a father, a brother and a sister.  
 
02:16 
They had been sent to Poligon [a Polish military camp]. The Germans were  told that there were  
very “useful’ workers there, tradesmen, and that it would be unfortunate to lose such labor.  
That is how they got the father and other people out of there, including some of his relatives, 
otherwise they would have been slaughtered like the others.  The father  had been in artillery in 
the Russian army during WWI.  
 
02:17 
He was a war veteran who  never forgot the years that he had fought. When he heard that we 
had a group and that we wanted to join the partisans, he said that was a good idea and that is 
what you should do.  
 
02:18 
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So we chose as a leader of the group Beryl Yochai. I, and  another person whose name I do not 
recall, became his lieutenants. We decided that we would retrieve the four guns. Three people 
volunteered and retrieved the guns.  We continued to work at the munitions warehouse.  
 
02:19 
One day I brought back some bullets from work at the warehouse. I went up to the attic and all 
of a sudden I see someone walking around.  It was Dovidke Yochai from the group.   He was 
very pale like plaster.  He said Ruvke had shot Gerske. 
 
02:20 
Apparently there had been  an accident.  One of the Rudnicky brothers did not have a pistol 
holster.   In the course of Dovidke trying to sew one for him Ruvke started to fool around and o 
said that if a German would be in front of him he would shoot him. Somehow, the gun went off 
and hit Gerske in the throat area. I immediately ran to see what had happened.  We were told 
that a doctor had been called by Gerske’s family.  At one point, the doctor had been in the 
Judenrat, his name was Taraseyski.  He said that the police had to be notified or everyone 
would be killed. 
 
02:21 
He said that the Judenrat had to be told. They would inform the police.  Meanwhile, I told 
Ruvke that he should run away, that he should  try to get to the Jewish cemetery and we would 
find him there. Gerske was wounded so he could not run away. He did not do what I had 
suggested.  The Jewish police came and chased us away. Then the Lithuanian police came. I was 
no longer there.   
 
02:22 
They took the two of them, Gerske and Ruvke, away.  A few days later I heard that three people 
were killed, the two men and a girl.  Why the girl?  A non-Jewish  Pole had fallen desperately in 
love with her, he took her to his house outside of the ghetto.  The Lithuanians heard about this 
and turned her over to the police, that is why she was killed.    
 
02:23 
We heard that they had been tortured so we were afraid that as a result we would be 
discovered so we called a meeting and decided that we would leave the ghetto. That evening, 
while we were waiting for the group to gather near the wall of the ghetto, we saw Rochel 
(Rochke) Rudnitski (y), the sister of Yizke. She saw that he was not behaving in his usual manner 
so she followed him to find out what was going on. 
 
02:24 
She told him that he was crazy, that the group had gotten the whole ghetto into trouble and 
were running away while leaving the ghetto behind.  She also said that even though the two 
men had been tortured they did not reveal any names. She also pointed out that if we left the 
ghetto that would mean that we would not show up for work and that would cause the 
Germans to become suspicious.  She suggested that we remain in the ghetto, that it was not a 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



good time to join the partisans, that when the time would come she too would come with us..  
We heard what she had to say and we went home, but we left a guard at the wall of the ghetto, 
just in case so that we could be notified and escape. 
 
02:25 
The. informed the Judenrat about Gerske, the bullet wound was in the throat. He was of the 
view that the bullet had to be removed in the hospital and that according to the oath that he 
had given to the local authorities, the incident had to be reported.  The doctor informed the 
Judenrat. The authorities wanted to kill Gerske’s entire family.  The family bribed the Lithuanian 
criminal police officer to avoid being killed, and Gerske committed suicide.  
 
02:26 
There was no clinic or hospital in the ghetto. There was the doctor and a nurse, but somehow 
people  in the ghetto did not get sick.  When you live under constant threat of being killed you 
want to live and you don’t get sick.  
 
02:27 
The result of this incident was that  people realized that there existed a fighting group in the 
ghetto.  No one from the ghetto bothered us.  We did what we had to do, we acquired 
ammunition, we continued to work.  There was someone from the city, from Burske, by the 
name of Kube, who helped us.  
 
02:28 
The day came when the German at the warehouse said that the work there was ending.  So we  
decided to set aside 15 guns to take back to the ghetto. We informed the head of the group in 
the ghetto, and the issue was put up for a vote because the claim was that accepting the guns 
would endanger the rest of the ghetto.  Interestingly, the  original members of the group 
wanted the weapons, the new members who joined later did not want the weapons, they were 
in the majority so that was the decision, not to accept the guns. 
 
02:29 
The goal of the group was to join the partisans but until we had weapons there was nothing to 
talk about. Once we acquired the weapons, the subject of the time to join the partisans was 
discussed.  It was winter. The new members of the group said that as long as the ghetto was 
still in existence the group should not leave.  The original members said no, the time had come 
to leave.   
 
02:30 
In May of 1942, we heard that the Russian partisans were nearby, 6-7 kilometers from our 
town.  and that they had killed two German officers from our town.  There was a woman 
translator, a Pole, among the partisans.  When she got to our town she told us that she saw, 
among the partisans, a Pole whose name was Markov, a non-Jew, who had been  in the Polish 
Communist underground.    
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02:31 
He had been in concentration camp but managed to get out of there.  When he came back to 
our town, the Poles would not give him work.  So he became a teacher in our school, the 
Yiddish school.  He taught Polish, the language, and Polish history, we knew him as a friend.  He 
was honest, handsome, a decent man, he treated Jews and non-Jews in the same manner.  In 
fact, I once had a discussion with him about Israel and Zionism.   
 
02:32  
He was of the view that instead of the Arabs and the Jews fighting separately against the British 
in Palestine, the Jews and the Arabs should unite and  and fight against the British to get them  
out of Palestine and declare a state.  He did not realize how naive he sounded, but that was his 
idea. He also was the gym teacher.  
 
02:33 
I actually had an incident with him once.  When the Russians took over the area, he was 
appointed the mayor of the city since he had been a long time Communist.  I studied in the 
Yiddish school. They told us at school that the youth should leave the Yiddish school and go 
study a vocation, the Russians apparently wanted to create more cadres. We youngsters talked 
about it and were very enthusiastic about the idea, sure, why not go out and see the world, it’s 
better than sitting on our chairs studying in school!.  But, we had to file an application.  Markov 
told us, listen,you really don’t have to follow that new regulation.   
 
02:34 
But we wanted to go!  I told my teacher, Motl Golinsky that I wanted to go.  He told that if the 
others wanted to go, let them go, but not you, you should stay in school in Svencionys.  He 
singled me out because I was the most outstanding student in the class, I had scored 10 in all 
subjects.  He convinced me not to go.   
 
02:35 
Once I decided to stay, so did everyone else, except for one student who left but after six 
months the unfortunate student returned. Everything that he had taken with him had been 
stolen from him,  there was no food, he was with a diverse group of strangers, it was not for 
him. Why am I telling you about this?  Because of Markov.  Apparently, when Markov told us 
that we did not have to follow the Russian regulation to go to professional school he was trying 
to hint to us that it was not a good idea to go, he knew what was going on in those so called 
professional schools, and because he knew us he told us that it would be better for us to 
remain at our school at  home.   
 
02:36 
So, when we heard that Markov was among the partisans we believed that we now we had 
someone among the partisans to talk to.  Prior to that time, we did not know anyone in the 
partisans.  But the problem was that first we had to find him! Meanwhile, what did the 
Germans, do about the Germans that had been  killed by activities of the partisans?  They  
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collected 100 Poles from the town, the intellectuals, and this “aktzia” was carried out by the 
Lithuanian police.  
 
02:37 
When I was still  working in the ammunition warehouse, we would take the ammunition by 
train to a destination about 12 kilometers from our town.  At the end of the day, we would take 
a different train back to our town. Once, when travelling on the train, I saw with my own eyes, a 
very impressive looking Lithuanian police officer. He was an impressive looking person.  When 
the 100 Poles were rounded up, we saw from the train on our way back from work, that there 
was a large gathering of Lithuanian police.  At the head of that group of Lithuanians, I saw the 
very impressive looking Lithuanian standing at the head of the line.   
 
02:38 
Towards the rear of the group of Poles, there were two Polish women.  One had been the  
translator that the partisans had allowed to live and the other had worked for the German 
officers that had been killed. The whole group of Poles were killed in the Jewish cemetery. 
Ironically, when the Jews were rounded up, the Poles would say oh, you are Jews this will not 
happen to us, we Poles will never  be rounded up.  Now, in the case of this incident, the Poles 
were the ones that were rounded up, they went quietly, and were killed. Just like what 
happened to the Jews.  
 
02:39 
Only one person took action.  In our town, there lived a non-Jew, a terrible anti-Semite, he was 
about 17-18 years old. When he would see a Jew, he would jump on him, beat him and  curse 
him.  He was the only one who did anything when the Poles were rounded up and shot, he 
jumped on one of the Lithuanians.  He was killed, not with a bullet but with the barrel of a rifle. 
Among the Poles that were killed were also two Jews who had worked with the Germans.  
 
02:40 
One was Yankele Gurvitz.  I know the other one’s name too, but at this moment I don’t recall it.   
In addition to the Poles from our town, other people from the surrounding villages where the 
partisans had been camping out, were killed.  One day from the train window, we saw a large 
grave  about six meters in length.  We were told that a priest was killed there along with 25 
Poles.  I don’t know how many were killed as a result of the revenge aktzia for what the 
partisans had done, but what I heard at the time was that when it ended up being  in the 
thousands.  
 
02:41 
So, when we wanted to make contact with the partisans,we made contact with two brothers,  
Shinka Levin, who had joined  our group and his brother Ruvke.  They sold animals.  Because of 
their work, they  travelled around to the villages and knew the roads.  One night,  I went out 
with Shinka  for a distance of about 30 kilometers but the  farmer whom  he knew, turned out 
not to have information about the partisans, so we returned. 
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02:42 
This was in May 1942, the time of the partisan incident..  At the time,  people started to believe 
that the Germans might lose the war. This was after Stalingrad.  I myself met a Russian 
communist who had pictures of the battle, in color, showing some of the the quarter million 
German POWs from General Von Paulus troops.  That raised morale considerably.  
 
02:43 
Nevertheless,  the newer members of our group did not want to join up with the partisans. In 
the winter of 1943,  the Germans brought in other Jews from ghettos in Belarus  to our ghetto,  
they needed to be housed, so they housed them where people were already living, which 
created tremendous crowding and deplorable conditions.  
 
02:44 
A  typhus epidemic  broke out.  That was a very difficult winter, many died from the disease.   
Dr.  Taraseyski worked very hard to try to ease the suffering. There was barely any medication.  
The Judenrat went from house to house to check if there were any sick people.  If there were, 
they were taken to a makeshift hospital that was set up in one of the houses.  
 
02:45 
My brother in law became feverish and began hallucinating.  He could not go to work.   We 
tried to cover him up so that he would not be seen when they came to check.  We were not 
sure whether he had typhus but we knew that if he didn’t have it he would get it if taken to the 
house where the typhus patients were housed.  In a few days he recovered.  We knew that 
what we did was against regulations but we did it. That is how people behaved, everyone 
according to his own  understanding.   
 
02:46 
During the summer of 1942, we did all kinds of work in different places.  Also, more Jews from 
the nearby ghettos of White Russia were brought to our ghetto.  
 
02:47 
We worked at a sawmill, almost our entire group worked there.  The work there concluded and 
we were told that we had to go to work someplace else.  This was at the end of the winter, it 
was very wet and cold.  My shoes were in very bad shape. I took off my shoes and worked 
barefoot.   
 
 
02:48 
The director saw me working without shoes.  He  told me to go home.  I refused because I did 
not want to leave the group because the work was very difficult and every spare hand was 
needed.  There was another time when we were working someplace else with non-Jews, Poles,  
cutting wood, loading and unloading carts.  
 
02:49 
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The Poles thought that we had it easier than they did so they demanded that we switch tasks. 
We had no choice so we switched with them.  Initially, they laughed at us and the overseer 
yelled at us but as we became accustomed to the task we started to do it well, they stopped 
laughing and wanted to switch back to their former task, this time we refused. 
 
02:50 
When we completed the work we went back to the ghetto. The Judenrat told us that a German 
civilian had asked for workers for a saw mill in a different town. The Judenrat decided to send 
our group.  
 
02:51 
At the time, Moshe Gordon was head of the Judenrat.  I would see him but I did not speak with 
him, I was a young kid. He was a mature man with a wife and two daughters, Rivka and Nuske.   
He did not have it badly in the ghetto, because unlike us he was able to go out of the ghetto 
and that enabled him to get better food.  We could not get out of the ghetto so we could eat 
only what the Germans gave us..  
 
02:52 
I mentioned previously that my mother was a seamstress.  Sometimes people from outside the 
ghetto would bring my mother clothing to mend, they knew her from before the war, the wives 
of the farmers would bring her work.  At times they would also bring her some food.  So 
sometimes I ate well because I ate what the Germans gave us and also the extra food that my 
mother had received.  Gordon was well regarded in the ghetto.  He was a wise man, he would 
listen to the orders but he would try to help and he behaved in a manner that was better than 
what was required in the circumstances. 
 
02:53 
He knew that we were in the underground.  Some of us wanted to go to the camp in the other 
town to do the work, others including myself thought that we would be finished up there.   I 
said no, I was not willing to go.  But I  was told by the Judenrat that if I did not go they would 
take my sister.  So I went.  
 
02:54 
The same thing happened with one of my friends, they threatened to take his sister in his place,  
so he went too.  Approximately half of our group ending up going.  Many people had more 
money than my family.  My family had a tough time, when I went to the work camp my mother 
could not give me much food and no money at all. Others had more food and also some money.  
We arrived at 4 AM.  The trip took three hours.  They allowed us to rest for two hours, at 6:00 
AM we began work..  
 
02:55  
We worked twelve hour shifts. At 6:00 PM we would  get some soup with beans, not many 
beans.  One of the cooks was someone from our town, Shenke Kovarski(y). I ate my food 
quickly, the soup that they gave us and the bread from my mother.   
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02:56 
At midnight, they took us to work again, we worked from 12 to 12. By the time that shift ended,  
I did not have any food left. Itzke Tayts gave me some of his.  But I realized that was no 
solution, how long would I last that way. I approached Frojke Miadzolski and asked him if he 
would be willing to try and escape with me.  He said yes.  I approached others. They said no.  So 
I told Frojke, tonight we are leaving. By that time I had shoes. It was about 10 PM, in the winter, 
it was dark.  There was a hole in the fence.  We got out through the hole. 
 
02:57 
We decided that we would head to the train station and take the train  from Lukšiac to Novo 
[New]Sventzian  which was about 12 kilometers from our town, old Svencionys. We needed to 
find a train car that was coming from the front because those usually would be empty,   which 
would be  going south.  We didn’t know exactly where the station was. We were off by about a 
half a kilometer.    
 
02:58 
So we went looking for a train, but we had to make sure that it was not going in the direction of 
the front, which was north, to Leningrad.  We needed a train that was headed south.   
Suddenly, a civilian  train passed but German soldiers were on it.  A German looked out the 
window and asked, where are you going.  Since we were not at the station I told him that we 
wanted to go to the station. He left us alone.  We continued walking.   
 
02:59 
We saw the engine of a train, it was lit up.  There was no way people were not going to see us.  
We had to pass it because we needed to look for an empty train car.  Frojke tensed up, he was 
afraid.  I told him that he has to act confidently, that if we look confident no one will suspect us 
but  that if we look afraid, we will get caught.  Finally, we found  an empty train car and got in.  
 
DISC III of XII 
 
03:01 
We sat, it was night, we could not see anything, but we heard trains moving.  All of a sudden we 
saw someone enter one of the cars. He went into the lead car, the engine car, and turned on a 
flashlight.  
 
3:02 
We decided not to move, to wait and see what would happen.  We knew that when the whistle 
of the train gave one blast it meant that the train would move forward, two blasts would mean 
backwards.  Meanwhile, the man was moving around.  We realized that he had uncoupled the 
car that we were in from the other cars.  
 
3:03 
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We moved to another car, we heard the whistle blast once, and thank G-d we began to move.   
Even though it was winter we were not cold. I guess that at times like that the body 
automatically is warm.  We arrived at Novo Sventzian. 
 
3:04 
 We switched to a small train, but unlike the first train which was for hauling goods the smaller 
one was for passengers.  The problem was that we could be checked and would need to 
present the proper documents.  But I had a document.  How did I get it? When we decided to 
run away, I met Chayim Yochai who knew that I had no papers.  He gave me 50 marks.  I heard 
that there was someone who had a document but not with the correct date.  I went over to the 
holder of the document and I bought it off of him so we had a document of sorts. 
 
3:05 
Life is so strange, as we were waiting on the platform for the small train, it was scheduled to 
depart at around 5:00 AM, it was dark, I heard a  man call out halt!  Naturally, our hearts 
stopped.  We were in an area of warehouses.  I saw a man with a wagon. He went inside one of 
the warehouses  It turned out that his wagon was stuck and that he was calling out to someone 
else to halt because his wagon was stuck. He had not been addressing us at all.  
 
3:06 
So we were able to ride on the train, turned out that no one checked us for documents.  
 
3:07 
We arrived back into the ghetto early in the morning.  In order for people not to ask us what we 
were doing there, we went into a house that once belonged to Jews.  We decided that we 
would wait there until dark.  When I arrived home, the family was very worried.  I told them 
that I would hide for a few days and that they should spread the word that they heard that I ran 
away from the work camp and that they do not know my whereabouts, perhaps the Germans 
caught me and killed me.  
 
3:08 
Ultimately, the Judenrat was informed that I was alive.  Perhaps they saw that my mother was 
not as distressed as would have been fitting, in any event, they found out.  I heard that the 
Jewish police was coming after me, so I ran away.  I hid next door to  Chayka Porutz who was in 
the underground with us.  In the house there were cellars and all kinds of hiding places. That is 
where I hid. I had a pistol and I was prepared to use it.  
 
3:09 
But where in that section of the house should I hide?  I decided to hide under the the storm 
windows which were next to the wall where coal was kept.   I thought that since one can see 
through glass they would not think to look there. In the event the person searching would spot 
me I would point my pistol and say to him, keep quiet and go back out.     
 
3:10 
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Sure enough, the Jewish police came and searched, but they did not find me.  They thought 
that I had run away from the ghetto. When Moshe Gordon from the Judenrat realized that I 
was still in the ghetto, he sent a messenger to our house that Froike Maidjolski, the other fellow 
with whom I had  escaped from the work camp, must appear before the Judenrat. 
 
3:11 
He said that he would not do anything to us, so we went to see him.  He told us, listen we live in 
a certain framework, people cannot do what they want to do, we are under the Germans, we 
have to behave accordingly.  Look at what you have done, you ran away, I must show that you 
will be punished, otherwise people will think that they can do whatever they want and there 
will be anarchy here.  
 
3:12 
So he set up a room in the synagogue, placed us under guard around the clock, we were there 
for three days, and our friends were allowed to visit us!  We sang songs, in fact we once sang 
the International, he came running in, what are you out of your minds, but  the Germans did 
not come to look for us.  
 
3:13 
The way that I see it is that the Judenrat probably took care of it, but I do not know that for a 
fact.  The Germans had more than enough workers, they would always take more than they 
needed, so what if two ran away.  But I really do not know what the German reaction was to 
our having run away, I can only tell you about the Judenrat reaction. Before we were placed in 
“prison” I hid my gun at home. 
 
3:14 
I wasn’t worried that they would turn us over to the Germans.  You should know something 
about me. It is in  my nature, I am not afraid of a Jew, from a criminal yes, but generally not 
from a fellow Jew. I was not afraid of the Jewish police, true they had turned over two people, 
but in general I was not afraid of Jews. Today, I look back and see that the incident when they 
turned over the two boys, was an unusual incident. That occurred when the doctor about 
whom I spoke earlier was the head of the Judenrat.  
 
3:15 
So, he came to us and said, sing what you want but not the Internationale! One night, they 
brought us firewood to heat the room.  We took one of the logs, broke the metal bars and ran 
away. We ran home, after that they did not do anything to us.  
 
3:16 
While we were in prison and our friends came to see us, they came to see what would happen 
to us, they did not want to just let us sit there and let the Judenrat do what they wanted. The 
officer of the police said to us that we have to turn over our weapons to them.  We said that 
will not happen. We know that you collect money to bribe the Germans.  Give us some of that 
money so that we can buy more weapons.  Insofar as I know, we received 30,000 rubles. To the 
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best of knowledge and I was also subsequently told that the money was turned over and the 
weapons were bought. But I personally was not there when the money was turned over.  
 
3:17 
So what I can say is that the Judenrat was happy that we did not make trouble, and we were 
happy that they left us to ourselves.. At the end of 1943, Jewish police from the Vilna ghetto 
came and said that the people from our ghetto would be moved to Vilna.  Our group got 
together.  This time, there was agreement that we would go out to the  forest and establish a 
connection with the partisans.  
 
3:18 
We selected a forest, Berke Yochai brought binoculars, we had a map of the area, but the main 
thing is we had Shinke Levin, he was better than any map or compass or anything else because 
he knew the surroundings and could be our guide. I told my mother that I was going to the 
partisans. The first time that she heard that I had a gun in the attic, she nearly fainted.  This 
time she said go and be successful in your path.  
 
3:19 
I parted from my family, my mother, three sisters, a brother in law, a little girl  (niece) called 
Liebele, who was just a baby. We left at night, we met at the gate, we  exited in small groups, 
five at a time, we had agreed that we would meet at a certain place past the town in the forest.  
Our group consisted of 22 people, which included three girls.  We subsequently added others, 
but we said that everyone had to be incognito and that there must be absolute secrecy.  
 
3:20 
We did not want others to join us at the time, we knew that it would be difficult to trust a 
random person without knowing him because that might endanger the whole group.  I was in 
charge of the last of the five groups to exit the gate.  Two guys came over to me as we were 
leaving and said take us with you.  I said since we cannot make a decision, you cannot come 
with us.  They stayed behind. Then another one came over, Peretz Gazul  and said that he was 
coming with me.  I said no, but he insisted, he said you can kill me but I am going with you and 
using force he pushed his way in.  What could I do, I could not create an uproar at the gate that 
might attract the attention  Lithuanian police.  
 
3:21 
So he also left with us. I learned that sometimes in life you need “shoulders,” you cannot always 
be quiet and intelligent, sometimes you have to be bold and brash, you have to have daring 
when life is at stake and Peretz had it.  He turned out to be a good partisan and helped us a 
great deal, as for the other two, I will tell  you about them later. 
 
3:22 
Why did I run away from the work camp which then led to my hiding in the ghetto in 
Svencionys? When I was at the work camp with Froijke, with whom I subsequently escaped, an 
incident occurred.  The group that had been with me in  the work camp were sent back to the 
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ghetto.  I was sent to a different work camp near Novo Svencionys. The work was for the 
railroads.  We starting working at 7:00 AM..  One day while we were working lifting logs to load 
on the train cars one of the SS men in charge of us thought that Froike was not walking fast 
enough, we were supposed to be running,  so he kicked him.   
 
3:23 
I said to myself, oh no, to work with these kinds of people is not for me.  That was the evening 
that I ran away.  A jewish police officer from the Vilna ghetto was in charge of the work camp.  
There were a few hundred people there. Amongst them was Motke Gavender.  He was very 
impressive looking, he had been in the Polish army, he was very courageous.  
 
3:24 
On Sundays, when there was no work, he would come to the ghetto in Svintsyan.  He was 
impressive and even the Germans respected him.  He did not have to work, but when food was 
needed he was able to get it from the peasants in the countryside,  they would talk with him he 
knew Polish. So he was able to manage to get food for himself as well.  As a result, for example, 
if we needed sweetener for tea, we knew we could buy some from him.  
 
3:25 
He did not charge much, he made a business out of it.  He played cards, there were women 
there too. But I ran away from that camp.  I ran to  a building where there were no guards.  
Where I had been working there were German and Lithuanian guards, so I ran to where there 
were no guards.  I did not want to return to the ghetto. I hid there. 
 
3:26 
One morning, I saw the police officer from the Vilna ghetto.  There were two women there as 
well, cooks they knew that I was hiding  there.They  heard him say out loud, you know what 
happened, Shutan ran away!  I told the Germans that if they find him they should bring him to 
me and that I would deal with him..  So there I was hiding under the bed and I heard him say 
that! 
 
3:27 
Then he left. After a few days, I returned to the ghetto by train.  Again I was summoned to the 
Judenrat. I went. Moshe Gordon jokingly said to me you know, when we send you out we have 
to send you to places where there are no trains!  In any event, he said we won’t do anything to 
you.  
 
3:28 
The Jewish police from the ghetto in Vilna came to our area and said that we have to go out to 
the forests on account of Jacob Gens[z]. 
 
3:29 
The Germans had made Gens responsible for all the Jewish ghettos in the area, he sent the 
Jewish police from the Vilna ghetto to our area. That is how we established a connection with 
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the ghetto in Vilna.  One of the members of our Judenrat, my teacher from school, Motl 
Gilinski, went to the Vilna ghetto, I am not sure why but I know that he went and then 
returned.  He was an educator and musically talented, he wrote a children’s operetta, he 
brought back to our ghetto songs from the Vilna ghetto.  
 
3:30 
He taught us some of the songs. That was the first time that we learned songs in Yiddish from 
Vilna, and that raised our morale.    
 
3:31 
He told us that the Vilna ghetto was a large ghetto, 20,000 people lived there.  People worked,  
life was tough there, but there was order and discipline, a hospital, help from the Judenrat for 
those who needed it.  At the time of the typhus epidemic, the Judenrat of Vilna helped with 
medicine. But I digress, I started telling you about the time  that we left the ghetto and  went to 
the forest.  We were five groups that left Svencionys.  We had gone about 30  kilometers when  
Levin  told us to sit down and wait while he went to ask a farmer if he knew the whereabouts of 
any partisans. 
 
3:32 
He remained away for about an hour.  When he came back he said let’s go, that was around 
4:00 AM.  We continued to walk under his direction for approximately another two hours.  He 
brought us to a place in the forest and said that we would make camp there. It was cold, there 
was still snow on the ground under the trees, we were near a stream so that we could wash our 
hands and faces.  We had to think about finding food but actually, it was not a problem, we also 
had some  weapons.  
 
3:33 
So food was really not a problem. Shimke and Peretz  would go out, usually two or three 
people, and knock on the doors of a farmer and say, give us food.  Since some of us were 
armed, the farmers had respect for them.  Not everyone would be armed, for example the girls 
did not have weapons.   That was a tough time, afterwards when the winter was over the rains 
started, it was cold.  We built  three huts from branches.  
 
3:34 
But it was not too bad, it was cold and wet, the food was pork that we got from the farmers, we 
would cut it up and eat it with bread.but the main thing is that we felt that we were free.  Our 
goal was to establish contact with the partisans.  Wherever we went Peretz and Shimke would 
inquire but ten days passed and we had not made contact. We decided we would check out 
what was going on in the ghetto.  I think about six or eight of us went back to the ghetto.  
 
3:35 
I went to visit my family.  They were very happy to see me, to know that I was alive.  They were 
preparing to leave to Vilna and Kovno.  They had been told that the Svintsyan ghetto would be 
dissolved and that some of the people would go to Vilna and some to Kovno. This was March 
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1943, before we left to the forests.  Genz and some of his assistants had come to the ghetto 
before we left and said that people should gather in the synagogue.  
 
3:36 
He said not to be afraid, that in the Vilna ghetto, the people live and work, and that young 
people should not be depressed, just the opposite, bear up, and that in their ghetto there is a 
great deal of theater and art.  I personally heard what he said, I was there.   
 
3:37 
But I was armed when I went to hear him, just in case the Lithuanians would attempt to try 
something, I was prepared to fight.  I already had known about Ponaire.In any event, I did not 
trust Genz.  When Genz spoke, there was one Jew, a man by the name of Beryl Charmatz who 
said, ok so, you will be able to know about the people who end up in Vilna, but what about 
those going to Kovno, how do you know that they will even get there!  He said I will go with the 
group to  Kovno.  
 
3:38 
As if there was a choice, could anyone do otherwise?  But I did not believe him, because I did 
not believe or trust anyone connected to the Germans.  Immediately after that happened, the 
decision was made that we would leave the ghetto for good and go out to the forests.  
 
3:39 
A father of one of the boys said to us I know that you are not soldiers and that you have not 
fought in battles, or even know how to hold a gun or how to shoot, but I hope that if you have 
to fight for your lives I hope that you will fight and not just bow your heads, I am happy that my 
sons are with you, I wish you good luck, be strong, comport yourselves as brothers, each of you 
should watch over the other.  I must point out that one of his sons, Lebke, ran away and fought 
in the Red Army,  And Chayim ultimately became a partisan. What he told us impacted us 
emotionally.  
 
3:40 
When we  went back to the ghetto to see what was going on we had been in the forest for 
about ten days. We saw that the people  were preparing to go to the Vilna ghetto.  I considered 
myself a partisan, whether I encountered a German or had not encountered a German was not 
important, the fact was that I lived in the forest, I had a weapon, that was what was important, 
and I knew that one could survive in the forest.  
 
3:41 
My family was going to be sent to Kovno.  I told them, listen to me, you are going to come with 
me to the forest. I did not know whether my group would agree to accept my family, if they 
would not, I had a gun and I would stay with my family and leave the group.  For the most part I 
spoke with my brother in law, Avremke.  I told my mother, mom you are coming with me, start 
getting ready.  
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3:42 
My mother said to me, you know that I have a heart condition, how will I be able to walk?  How 
will I survive under the difficult conditions of the forest, I won’t survive. My little sister, Sorele 
said I am not leaving mom, my other younger sister said the same thing, I am not leaving mom.  
My brother in law, Avremke said, I have a little child, a two year old girl, how can I take her to 
the forest, his wife who was my sister, had to do what her husband Avremke chose to do. Only 
one person agreed to go with me, my sister Esther, she announced that she was leaving. I said 
that if she would be the only one from the family who was willing to go to the forest with me, I 
would not take her o because the conditions in the forest were too tough. Meanwhile we heard 
that conditions in the Vilna ghetto were more or less quiet. I knew that I had an uncle in Vilna, I 
told Esther that I would take her there and when conditions in Vilna would become very bad 
then I would take her to the forest. 
 
3:43 
Another woman, Zelka, asked that if I should take her to Vilna too. I was not prepared to go to 
Vilna the way the others were going.  As I said before, I did not want to have anything to do 
with anything German connected.  I would get to Vilna on my own, on my own two feet, I 
would walk at night, during the day, by a road or trail or whatever it would take to get there.  
But I would get there on my own with the two girls. When it came time to leave the ghetto, the 
farmers came with wagons.  The  elderly women and the infirm were taken on wagons, the 
Jewish police from the Vilna ghetto came to escort them.   
 
3:44 
Once the wagons got to the exit of the ghetto, the Lithuanian police came out, not many, but a 
number of them, about one every 50 meters,  they stood on the side, it was a long caravan, it 
was about a kilometer long. My mother was on one of the wagons with two of my sisters, with 
her face to the  rear, I walked behind the wagon, when we got to a certain point I told the two 
girls who were walking with me, now is our opportunity to slip away. That was the last time I 
saw my mother. We entered a nearby yard, the Lithuanians did not see us.  We walked through 
some fields.   
 
3:45 
This was on a Sunday, I knew that the farmers would be going to church in our town in the 
morning and would not return until evening.  So I thought that we would get on the main road 
and walk on the main road, it would be easier and faster than walking through the fields.   We 
continued to walk, it was evening, the sun was about to set.  All of sudden three Lithuanian 
police were standing there with their guns drawn and the told us to halt. I had left my gun in 
the forest with one of our group before returning to the ghetto, I knew that I could not go to 
the ghetto with a gun.  But, I had a grenade with me, it was oval, like an egg, it was a German 
grenade. 
 
3:46 
I had the grenade in my pocket.  I knew that I would not allow the Germans to take me alive.  If 
it would come to that, I would blow myself up first. I said to myself, I can run away, but the girls 
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would not be able to make it in time. So I decided to stay there and to see what would happen.  
One of them said to me, ignoring the two girls, hands up and started to search me.   
 
3:47 
He patted me down and touched the grenade which was inside  my pocket.  He said  what’s 
that?  I said an egg.  He accepted what I said.  He said you have to come with us.  So he took us 
to  a police station which was nine kilometers outside of the town of Podbrodze.  They put us 
into a room made of wood and did not say anything.  We sat on the floor, we were tired.  We 
asked for water, they gave us water.  We did not have the nerve to ask for food. And there we 
sat.  
 
3:48 
The girl started to bother me, she said, Moshe if they decide to thoroughly search you and they 
find the grenade, we are done for.  Her facial expressions kept changing.  I knew that if one of 
the policemen would look at her, he would know that something was afoot.  I felt that there 
was no choice.  So I called over one of the policemen and I said to him, I need to go out.  It was 
pitch black outside, you could not see one meter in front of you.  The policeman told me that if I 
try to run away he would kill the two girls.  I went outside, to a nearby field, I dug a little hole 
and buried the grenade and returned. The policemen were playing cards.  Suddenly, we heard  
someone come in and said something to the other policemen in Lithuanian, I did not hear what 
it was.  
 
3:49 
He opened the door to where we were and it was an an officer. He was drunk, they told him 
these are the Jews. We had told the policemen that we were Jews and that we were on our way 
to Vilna when we were stopped.  He turned to the other policemen and said to them,, you have 
nothing else to be busy with, Jews, you should have let them walk on!  When we heard that, we 
were happy. The night passed.  In the morning, one of the policeman entered our room  and 
said, come with me. He took us into Podbrodze.  We passed empty houses. I had been in that 
town before, there had been Jewish life there, with families and  children.  
 
3:50 
Now it appeared deserted, empty, closed windows, doors flapping on their hinges, the wind 
blowing in the yards. My heart hurt me.  We were taken to the city jail with bars on a small 
window.  This was before lunch time.  For lunch, they brought us food, it was fit for a king.  Rice, 
soup, bread, we ate, we were satisfied. Meanwhile, we were also alive.  
 
3:51 
We spent three days in jail.  No one said anything to us.  No one interrogated us. On the fourth 
day, a policeman came and said come with me.  We had no idea where we were going.  For all 
that I knew we were going to be shot.  Along the way I  could no longer control  myself so I 
asked him in Polish, where are you taking us.  He said to Vilna. OK I thought, let’s see what 
happens to us in Vilna. We boarded the train to Vilna, he was guarding us the whole time.  
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3:52 
I debated whether to jump off the train or not, but decided against it because of the girls.  He 
took us to the jail in Vilna on Zavalna Street.  That is where the Lithuanian police were located. 
There was a hall, with benches.  People were seated on the benches.  The policeman said, sit 
here on one of the benches.  He went into a room, we sat on a bench. I could see out the 
window that  people were walking,  I thought about jumping out the window to get away but 
again I could not leave the girls.  So we sat. 
 
3:53 
Suddenly, I saw  a Jewish policeman, a sargent, I wanted to call out to him but he disappeared 
into a room  too quickly for me to call out to him.We were hungry and thirsty.  We waited. The 
sargent reappeared with a Lithuanian officer.  They approached us.  The Lithuanian officer said 
here they are.  We were told to go with the Jewish policeman.  He took us out of the police 
station.  I asked where are you taking us.  He said you are free, we are taking you to the 
hetto.  I asked how did you know about us, how did you find us. He said I will tell you once we 
are in the ghetto.  
 
3:54 
We got to the gate of the ghetto. He took us into the guard house. He said sit down. He asked 
us if we wanted to eat or drink.  We only wanted to know one thing, how did he find us, how 
did he know about us.  He said, listen, Genz has a deal with the Lithuanian officer.  For every 
Jew that he catches, he will pay him 20,000 rubles. You were lucky all along; the Lithuanian 
soldiers didn’t shoot you, the police in Podbrodze didn’t shoot you, and the policeman in Vilna 
asked aloud what to do with you. 
 
3:55 
When the Lithuanian police officer heard that you were Jews he called Genz. Genz gave me the 
money and I paid off the officer,  60,000 rubles. .So Genz saved us. He asked, do you have a 
place to say, if not I can arrange it.  I said thank you but I have an uncle my sister and I will go to 
my uncle.  The other girl has a different place to stay.  My uncle did not live in the ghetto.  In 
Vilna there was another camp, called Kalis. It had two blocks, one near the other, my uncle lived 
on block 2. 
 
3:56 
I told the policeman that was where we wanted to go, the policeman took us there. My uncle 
was thrilled to see us.  He said, you are alive! He told us that all the Jews who were taken to 
Kovno were killed. My mother, my sister Rachel, her two year old daughter, my brother in law, 
two more sisters. My heart was wounded. 
 
3:57 
During that short period of time that I was with my uncle, it was the Passover season.  We had 
the Pesach Seder [Passover ritual meal] with my uncle’s family.  Matzes we did not have, there 
was bread with a bit of soup, he prayed from the Siddur [Jewish prayer book], we listened.  In 
the middle my sister burst into tears.   
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3:58 
I felt uncomfortable, their family was still alive and together.  I was upset at my sister for crying 
like that.  Everyone became silent. The night passed.  We were all on the floor, it was very 
crowded, eight people in one room. And so I was in the Vilna ghetto for a short period of time. 
It was not long before I met my friend Shike, he too had gotten to the Vilna ghetto.  He said to 
me, listen, I am going to go to the forest for awhile, but I will be back. I said OK.  
 
3:59 
So he went. After two weeks he came back and we agreed that we would go out to the forest. 
The other girl who had been with me, Zelke, had asked me to take her along if I would go to the 
forest.  It was the sixth of May.  For the Poles, it was a holiday, the founding of their legislature. 
The Germans had extra soldiers around, just to be sure that nothing would happen such as 
fireworks.  That was the day that we had decided that we would leave.  
 
DISC IV of XII 
 
4:00-4:02 
Shike had a weapon, neither I nor the other girl was armed.  I left my sister with my uncle.  
 
4:03 
I would like to correct a mistake that I made earlier on.  The Jews were taken out of Svencionys  
by the Germans to Poligon in September [1941] three months after the Germans arrived.   
 
4:04 
Earlier I said that the Jews of Svencion were killed in Ponare [Ponary, Ponar, Paneriar], but 
many were able to run away, some  to the Vilna ghetto. Among those  who managed to escape 
but were shot while running away were two brothers, Chayim [Chaim] and Moshe Lishansky.   
 
4:05 
We were at the train station in Vilna, we were looking for a train that was going in the direction 
of the front.  Ultimately we found a cargo transport  train but to get on that train was not a 
simple matter.  The Germans were in the last car of the train, they were there to guard the 
train.  The cars of the train were open only on one side.  At the beginning of the war the  
Germans did not guard the trains that were headed to the front. 
 
4:06 
Similarly, in the towns, like in Kroenke, where I had worked, the Germans were not heavily 
armed, they had pistols, but after the two Germans were killed by the partisans, things changed 
and they did not walk around without serious weapons, they had automatics.  
 
4:07 
In any event,  we saw the Germans in the last car, we went to the other side and moved 
forward and we entered into a kind of hallway before you enter into the train car itself. We sat 
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on the floor because there was a window and we did not want anyone to see us.  After some 
time we heard one blast of the train, which meant that the train was moving forward.  We were 
able to stand up, no one could see us when the train was moving. After a while, the train came 
to a station and to a stop, we could hear the Germans walking between the cars, we dropped to 
the floor again.  They stood right near us and we heard them talking. 
 
4:08 
One said, everything is OK, another said, we are guarding 39 cars, another said I am guarding 
25.  Their commander arrived on the scene, we just sat there. The train began moving again.  
The train reduced speed as it approached the station of New Svencionys so we jumped off.  We 
continued on foot to the village.  
 
4:09 
We decided to leave Zelka Molerovich with  one of our acquaintances in New Sventzian with a 
man named Koslovsky, more about him later. She was to stay with him while we would  try to 
locate the others who had been with us in the forest,  then we would come back for her.  
Shaike was like his father, he knew everyone, he knew every place and where everyone was, he 
was the one who knew where Koslovsky lived. When we arrived there it was around 10 AM in 
the morning.  
 
4:10 
We knocked on the door, a man opened it, he said what do you want, we told him, he said ok, 
the girl can stay with me but you get out of here fast so that no sees you.  He was a Communist 
in the Lithuanian underground and helped the Jews. Shaike and I continued onwards, we 
walked past the town, we saw a policeman, we said hello, he said hello. We approached 
Svencionys, we hid until the evening because we could not walk around there in broad daylight.  
It got dark, we continued to walk. 
 
4:11 
There was a stream  called Kuna near the ghetto.  We continued walking next to the stream, 
there was a grassy area.  We heard people talking.  We stopped and asked in Russian, who goes 
there, their answer was who are you.  recognized the voice of Dovidke Yochai.  You can imagine 
the joy, here we were trying to look for them and there they were.  Shenke Nicolson was also 
there and a third person whose name I do not recall.  
 
4:12 
They told us that they were going to do an action, we said that we were looking for the rest of 
the group.  He told us that we should go to the attic of the Burskaim  workshop [tanners] and 
from there they would take us to the base. We told Dovidke Yochai that his girlfriend was 
staying at the house of Koslovsky. He said he would go to get her. So we went to find Chayim 
Yochai and the others.  We found them,  Chayim Yochai was hiding there.  The person who was 
hiding them was a good brave man.  
 
4:13 
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We went with Peretz back to the base which was in a forest approximately 12 kilometers away 
from Svencionys. But the rest of the group was not there.   
 
4:14 
What appeared to have happened was that the Germans were patrolling and they did a search 
of the area to find the group.  But the guard of that forest knew us.  When we first came to the 
forest, we would always post two people as guards. That night the guards heard someone 
approaching.  They said halt, and asked who goes there.  The person replied, I am the guard of 
the forest.  I came to warn you.   
 
4:15 
He said, this is a small forest.  At night when you  light  a fire, I see it, I also hear gunshots, I 
assume that the shots were from your group. But when I see or hear things like that, it is not 
good because I am, as guard of the forest, required to report to the Germans that there might 
be a group of partisans or bandits in the forest.  I won’t report you to the Germans, but what I 
ask is that you be quiet. He was called Goige. 
 
4:16 
So what happened was that Goige saw that a Lithuanian group of policemen together with 
Germans had entered the forest.  He ran to warn the other members of our group to get out of 
there. The Germans  went to the campsite, saw the three tents,were not sure whether or not 
the group was there so they opened fire. They burned down the tents and left.  Thanks to Goige 
the group was saved.   
 
4:17 
When we located the group that had been saved by the action of Goige, there were lots of 
questions. We told them that the Jews who had been sent from to Kovno were killed in Ponary.  
For the first time, a German by the name of Weiss, who was the head of the Gestapo, told the 
Jewish police that had come to collect the bodies of the Jews that had tried to escape, here are 
the bodies from this akzia there are the bodies from that akzia, here are the Poles, etc.  Up to 
that  point in time no one in the ghetto knew with certainty what had happened to those who 
were taken.  Now they knew.  
 
4:18 
Weiss said this in full view of the Jewish police who were collecting the bodies. Also, the Jewish 
police were ordered to collect all the clothing from the dead.  They had to have wagons to 
collect the clothing.  They divided the clothes among people in the ghetto who did not have 
clothing.  At first, people were hesitant to take it but eventually they took it.  The remainder of 
the group that was saved by Goige  told us that after we were separated they had made contact 
with the partisans, with a man by the name of Vaska, that two of our group had gone with 
Vaska  to a meeting place  in the Baroniskiai Forest, which was approximately 30 kilometers 
from where our group was staying.  
 
4:19 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



On such and such a date the rest of us we were supposed to meet with Vaska. He would fire 
three shots when he would get to the meeting place then we would fire three shots and then 
we would meet.   The date of the meeting was still a few days away. So we remained where we 
were in  Shabliskes  pending the date of the meeting .  When we arrived at the meeting place, 
we assigned someone to be the guard, Buskanyetz.  
 
4:20 
I had been hearing so much about the partisans and now for the first time I was meeting a 
Russian partisan. He had a nice refined face, somewhat round, he was short, a bit round, his 
appearance had no connection with what I had pictured a fighter would look like. But he had 
weapons, an automatic, a pistol and  a special kind of knife from Finland.  He spoke to us as if 
there was no war going on, as if we were old acquaintances who were meeting again.   He 
asked how we were doing, we said fine.  He said good, listen, we walked the whole night last 
night, I am tired, I am going to sleep. The two guys from our group who were with him, Wolfson 
and the other one whose name I don’t remember, also went to sleep.   
 
4:21 
So we sat and waited till  he woke up.  He got up around 1:00 pm.  He said we have to eat 
something.  So he ate and we pulled out something to eat.  Then he said, let’s go, we’re off!  
We were surprised, how can we just walk around in the middle of the day, we were used to 
going out only at night in order to find food.  But he was an experienced partisan. So, off we 
went.   
 
4:22 
But just as we were leaving, an accident happened.  A pistol went off and Dovidke Yochai was 
shot in the leg.  The partisan took a look at it, he said it was no big deal, the bullet had passed 
through, he bandaged it and said it will be fine.  But Dovidke Yochai couldn’t walk. So two of us 
held him and he hopped along.  But it was problematic. We decided that we would bring a 
wagon in which to put him and that is how he would travel.  So two people went to the village 
and brought back a wagon and its owner, a farmer.  
 
4:23 
We put him on the wagon, meanwhile other partisans climbed on as well and we continued to 
walk. We reached the end of the forest, before us was a field.  About a kilometer away we saw 
houses, part of a village.   It was time to release the farmer and his wagon.  But before he left 
he took a good look at us and said Jews.  He knew that we were Jews.  Vaska said that he I need 
four more men and that we should go to the village and get a different wagon.  
 
4:24 
So a few of us went to the village, we arrived at around 3 pm. Before we entered one of the 
houses, we left some men outside to guard us.  I looked around and I saw that in the distance 
there were a few wagons with dark figures walking around.  We decided to take a closer look. 
Turns out that the dark figures were Lithuanian police and it seemed as if they were looking for 
us.  
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4:25 
We ran back to where Vaska was shouting police and that we should run to the forest.  The 
police ran after us. The issue became who would get to the forest first us or the police.  
 
4:26 
They started to shoot at us.  For the first time I heard bullets flying by near me. You don’t think 
at those moments, you run.  Vaska was in the lead. When we were just about at the edge of the 
forest we saw that the police had stopped chasing us but they continued to shoot.  
 
4:27 
Once we entered the forest, Vaska said to take up positions.  He said that the police would not 
blindly enter the forest so we waited to see what they would do, one needs to respect the 
forest, you don’t just go in blindly.  We saw that the police retreated and left. We entered the 
forest and thinking that we would look for the other guys from the group.  But it was evening, 
he said where are you going to look,  I know the other guys, Yochai and Teitz, they will be able 
to find their way to the partisan base, I told them its location, the partisan base in the Kazan 
forest.  
 
4:28 
We weren’t comfortable leaving our friends but he was our commander and we had to listen to 
him.  We followed him, we arrived at a village.  He approached one of the farmers who asked 
him what we were doing there.  He said we need something to drink.  The farmer said run, get 
out of here, the village is full of police.  Suddenly, the skies lit up.  
 
4:29 
We ran when the lights were not on us.  There was shooting, when the shooting would stop we 
ran, they weren’t shooting specifically at us, they were shooting because they heard noise and 
were firing blindly.  We continued running until we arrived at a river, it was a wide, serious river 
which we had to cross.  We all knew how to swim.  We swam through it.  We entered a little 
house.  We were nervous, we thought that we would continue to walk on, it was nearly 
daylight.  
 
4:30 
Vaska said not to worry, the partisans controlled that side  te of the river so there was no 
reason to be afraid. In the morning, the farmer gave us food and something to drink and we 
continued onwards until the Kazan Forest. The path was full of mud, even in summer months 
there is mud because of rain.  
 
4:31 
The mud stuck to our shoes, walking was tough, we walked approximately seven kilometers in 
that mud until we arrived at the base. When we got there, and as had been the case along the 
way, we saw partisans on horses. We saw a different world.  
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04:32  
Unlike the people from the ghetto or even the Poles who  were depressed because the war had 
worn the people down, you could see it in their faces, here we saw partisans on horses, walking 
around freely, talking, for us this was very encouraging.  Vaska told us to go take a rest, which 
we did.  That evening, the rest of our group showed up, they had indeed found the trail. Now 
that we were with the partisans we wondered what would happen. The next morning they 
organized us into rows and we met the commander of the otriad [unit], he was about thirty 
years old, blond his name was Sidyakin, he had a good face.  
 
04:33 
He looked at us and said it’s good that you have come to the partisans, I accept you into my 
otriad [unit] I see that some, but not all of you, have weapons.  He added,  I believe that you are 
brave, we have other Jews, such as Lebke Volak, in our unit whom I would not exchange for five 
Russian partisans. So, with that we became partisans in  Otriad Chapayev.  
 
04:34 
Another day passed, we lined up again.  He said to us, you came here not just to sit but to do 
something, however since not all of you have weapons go out and  find weapons.  That is your 
first assignment.  
  
04:35 
He said that those of us who were going out to search for weapons should go with others who 
already had guns.  He said that since we would be going out at night if we were to hear 
someone walking around we were to hide even if they were to claim that they were partisans, 
we should not allow ourselves to be deterred from our mission which was to acquire weapons.  
 
04:36 
I had a pistol that I had acquired in the ghetto.  But I had given it to friend to guard for me when 
I went back into the ghetto.  As I mentioned earlier, I also had a grenade.  I felt uncomfortable 
asking my friend to return my gun because without a gun you could get into serious trouble. 
Nonetheless, I did not ask him to return it. I decided that I would somehow manage and that I 
would go with the group that was on the mission to acquire weapons.  
 
04:37 
He gave us the rest of the day to figure out how we would go about the mission.  The  next day 
we started out. I met Leib Wallach whom I mentioned earlier, a good looking guy, light colored 
hair.   
 
04:38 
He said that it was good that we came to join the partisans, that many of the ghettos already 
had been destroyed, that those that were still in existence would be destroyed and that our job 
was to fight the Germans which in turn would also save ourselves from death.   When I heard 
that I knew that there was a place for Jews in the forest.  Initially, I had worried about whether 
they would accept us, how things would turn out.  
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04:39 
Now I saw that they accepted us nicely so I thought that was a place where we could bring 
other Jews.  Since I knew that there was a Jewish underground in Vilna, I thought that instead 
of going to find weapons I would go to Vilna, make contact with the underground and bring 
Jewish fighters to the forest. I told this to Leibke and he said you are right.  Go to Vilna, tell 
them that they have no future there, bring as many of them to the forest as you can. 
 
04:40 
But it was not that simple.  Vilna was 200 kilometers from where we were, to walk alone would 
be a problem, you need another person to rotate with, while one sleeps the other would guard.  
Another person agreed to come with me, Yitzhak Porush, from our group.  He had a pistol, I did 
not.  
  
04:41 
I said that I would go to the commander Sidiakin to get permission, after all they had accepted 
us very nicely, I should talk with him. He agreed to talk to me.  I entered his tent.  He said sit 
down what is that you wish to speak to me about? I told him that as you know though we have 
joined with you many of us do not have weapons, but there is a possibility of getting more 
fighters, so I told him about the Vilna ghetto, the underground there, that they had weapons 
and that they could fight, and that they are not just ordinary guys.  I said that I was willing to go 
to Vilna and bring them to the forest.  
 
04:42 
He looked at me, I think that in his eyes I was just a kid.  He said it was not a good idea, I would 
in all likelihood get caught by the Germans and would get killed and to make the trip would be 
tough, that I did not have experience, that I would not be able to do it.  But I stood firm in my 
resolve, and he agreed.  But, I also said that once I would get to Vilna and meet with the 
underground and say to them that I came to take them to fight with the partisans in the forest, 
I would need a letter from him that I could show them.  So I asked Sidiakin to give me a letter.   
 
04:43 
He said that was not a good idea in case I would get captured  by the Germans. I said that they 
have serious commanders in the Vilna underground, and that without a letter they would not 
believe a youngster like me. He agreed to write a letter, he wrote it and gave it to me.   Then I 
said that the letter needs an official  stamp.  He said that would be a serious problem if the 
letter would fall into German hands because the Germans would be able to copy the stamp.  I 
said that without a stamp no one in Vilna would believe me, they would think that I wrote the 
letter, and that a stamp would make s all the difference. He agreed to give me half a stamp! 
 
04:44 
He took the letter, placed it on the table, turned it sideways  and stamped it while it was half 
on/half off the table. In my mind, I had already accomplished half the mission, I had a stamped 
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letter from the partisans!  I told my group that I was going to Vilna. Shika Gertman said that he 
was going to Markov, who was fighting in the Narocz Forest.  
 
04:45 
We had been told that Otriad Chapayev under the command of Sidiakin was part of the brigade 
of Markov.  The name of the brigade was Voroshilov.  He had a number of bases, the main one 
was in the Narocz Forest.  Shika Gertman knew Markov personally and said that he wanted to 
go talk to him, about what I did not know, but he wanted to go to meet with him, Yisrolke 
Wolfson went with Shika. 
 
04:46 
We were a group of eight whose job was to find weapons.  The plan was that we would start 
out together. I, and a few others, would split off near Svencionys and go to Vilna.  The 
remaining group would go to Narocz, along the way we would try and find weapons perhaps by 
attacking German patrols, or Lithuanian policemen, or farmers who were known to have 
weapons.   
 
04:47 
We started out in the evening, we crossed a stream, we walked along swamps, and we 
continued. Those of us from the group that had been in the forest for awhile had learned 
something over time, that if you were not following main paths or familiar roads, and you do 
not know the way, and you have to go through fields, you  need to have a guide,  The thinking 
was that you go to a town, find someone there, and hire the person who knew the way.  Local 
people knew the villages and towns and could freely enter them and talk to people and in that 
manner we would progress.  
 
04:48 
We went into one of the towns and hired a non-Jew about 20 or 21 years old. He walked in the 
front, Beryl Yochai walked directly behind him, he was usually the head of the group. I was at 
the end of the line. 
 
04:49 
Suddenly, I heard Beryl shout halt, who goes there?  When the guide heard the noise he ran 
away, I and one of the others immediately ran after him.  We were about 200 meters from the 
road.  He disappeared into the forest.  I wanted to go back to the group. Peretz, who also ran 
after the guide with me, said don’t rush, I said I want to go back to the group, he said what is 
your hurry, let’s first try and find out what is going on there and then we can decide what to do.  
 
04:50 
We heard shouting, we saw wagons moving, and there were some men in the middle of the 
road.  We approached them.  What had happened was that  all of the weapons that they had 
were taken. When Beryl shouted halt, who goes there, there was a response, partisans, who 
are you? Beryl’s group also identified themselves as partisans.  
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04:51 
The intruders saw that our group were Jews, some armed, some not armed, they thought that 
our group were bandits who were  robbing food from farmers, so they took the guns. Our 
group told them that they were under the partisan leader Sidiakin and were on a mission, but 
the intruders said, are you really trying to tell me that you are from the Chapayev otriad, I am 
the commissar there! What you are telling me is not true.  
 
04:52 
What happened was that when we had first arrived he was not in the forest so he had never 
heard of our group so he thought that we were lying about being partisans. They left. Itzke 
Porus had a revolver, it had been in his pocket, no one had searched him, another guy also had 
a gun, no one else had a weapon.  
 
04:53 
I thought to myself, here I am with a letter in my shirt, and look what the partisans did to us, 
what terrible behavior, we had not expected such an attitude, we were in shock. What a 
humiliation, on the one hand we had been accepted so nicely, but on the other hand we met 
those terrible guys. But in my heart I said to myself that I had started to do something so I will 
continue, and we would overcome that incident.  We continued onwards, we got near 
Svencionys, I left the group, we were by the train station at Nove Svencionys, a passenger train 
pulled up, we wanted to go aboard.   
 
04:54 
We saw a  German standing there looking at us. Itzke and I put our hands in our pockets so as 
to  let him think that we had guns. He had a rifle on his shoulder. I put on a band as if I were a 
railroad worker, but he was not convinced.  Nonetheless, he ignored us, we boarded the train, I 
kept looking at him, but he left us alone.   
 
04:55 
The train pulled into Vilna.  Before actually arriving at the platform we jumped off the train and 
entered the city through side roads. I was walking with Itzke but I had a problem with him.  He 
looked like a typical Jew, no question about it, it was clear as day that he was a Jew.  So I said to 
him, let me walk ahead of you, you walk after me.  He agreed.  We could not get into the 
ghetto, a Jew who walks in the street needs a yellow badge.  We did not have a yellow star,  so 
we had to walk around as if we were Aryans.  
 
04:56 
So he was walking behind me.  Suddenly, I saw a policeman whom I knew talking to a group of 
Jews, but I said that it would be dangerous to alert him because we were walking around as 
Aryans, why would an Aryan talk to a Jew.  So I passed him by.  Also, we could not get into the 
ghetto because at its entrance there was a Lithuanian guard.  Before the entrance there were 
two  streets where Jews resided, as I told you before, the area was called Kalis, my uncle lived 
there.   
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04:57 
The guards at the entrance gate to Kalis were Jewish police, the fellow recognized me and I 
recognized him, the guard let us in.  I saw my uncle, I entered the house. They were not happy 
at all.  After all, if anyone would breathe a word that there were partisans in the house, there 
was only one rule for something like that.  But what was my uncle to do, throw me out?  
 
04:58 
My uncle said why did you leave the ghetto, you were here already, you even were working a 
bit, why did you go to the partisans, I  could have fixed you up in the ghetto.   I said that I did 
not come from the forest to the ghetto to remain in the ghetto, that I was on a mission.  He said 
what mission I said to him, you know that there is an underground in the ghetto. He said really, 
there is an underground in the Vilna ghetto?  I said yes, and that I needed to make contact with 
the commander, Itzik Wittenberg. He said that he had not heard of him and that I was busying  
myself with very dangerous things.  
 
04:59 
One of the men who knew my uncle said the he knew a courier from the FPO [United Partisan 
Organization, resistance group in the ghetto].  I said let him know that  two partisans from the 
forest had arrived in the Vilna ghetto.  The courier was Isaak Averbuch.  The next morning, he 
came at around 10 - 11 am and said that we should go with him.  He took us to the second 
street of the two streets in Kalis.  He said that he was taking us to Wittenberg and that we 
would have a meeting with him. He took us into a building through various doorways and halls. 
 
05:00 
We entered a door to a small room where we saw a man about 35 years old, there was a bed 
and a little stool. Averbuch, who had brought us there left.  There was another person there 
too, a guard. Wittenberg looked at us and asked why we had come,  
 
05:01 
I told him why we came and I also said that I had a letter, he took it and read it a few times then 
he read it aloud to me, what I remember as to what it said was that I, Sidiakin, ask that the 
young people should go out in groups with weapons to the forest.  Wittenberg thought about it 
for awhile and then asked, how did you become a partisan and what were the kind of things 
that had happened to me. I, who was still under the influence of the incident when our 
weapons were taken from us, told him about it. However, when I told him that, he said that he 
would not send young  people out to the forest, but that he would make contact with the forest 
partisans and would send a courier by using false papers, and that I should take him to the 
forest, he would be the contact person for Wittenberg’s group that we would see how things 
developed.  
 
05:02 
But after I told him the story what had happened to us in connection with the weapons, he was 
very sad apparently as a result of my story and said, that he would be in touch in about a week 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



as to when I and his courrier would leave Vilna to the forest. He asked us if we needed a place 
to stay which he would arrange but we did not need one so we left.  
 
05:03 
A week passed without an answer. I went to Averbuch and asked what had happened.  He said 
he would find out.  He came back the next day and told me that the command had decided not 
to send young people and not to send a contact person, that their goal was to work towards 
having a rebellion inside the ghetto.  
 
DISC V of XII 
 
05:05 
Averbuch asked us if we would like to join the FPO, they would accept us as members in good 
standing.  I thanked him for that but that since I had already become a forest partisan, I would 
not surrender that privilege and that I would continue my activities as a forest partisan.  
 
05:06 
I had friends and acquaintances from my village who were in Vilna. One day Shike Gertman and 
Wolfson came to see me.  Shike told me that he too had met with Markov, that Markov told 
him that if he goes to the Vilna ghetto to bring out Jews he should include some of his 
(Markov’s) former students.  
 
05:07 
We thought that was a good sign in the sense that  if Markov, the highest ranking officer 
presents that kind of a proposal, what could be better than that!  So we said that we would 
move into the ghetto and that once there,  together with our friends, we would organize a 
group that would not be connected at all to the FPO, and we would go to the forests. 
 
5:08 
When I met with Shaike, he told me that the base in Narocz was bigger than the one in Kazan, 
that there were Jews there too, and that would be best to take the young people there.   
 
05:08 
The order of the commanders of the forest partisan was that anyone who came to the forest 
had to come with a weapon.  That for us was a problem because most of the people in the 
ghetto did not have weapons and if someone had a weapon it was only a pistol. But in the 
ghetto having  a pistol was considered terrific. 
 
05:09 
The provincials who were sent to the Vilna ghetto, approximately 2,000 people that not been 
sent to Kovno, injected a partisan forest spirit into the ghetto. There was an incident of a group 
from the provinces that had gone out and were coming back to the ghetto, one of the men who 
had been an officer of the police in Svenciony arrived at the gate of the ghetto.  
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05:10 
They had wanted to search him at the gate but he had a pistol.  He saw that they wanted to 
take away his gun so he cried out I will kill all of you.  He was thrown into a room, a jail next to 
the gate,  and the door was closed.  He went crazy and kept shouting,  I will kill all of you.   So 
what did they do?  They sent for Gens.  If there was a problem with the Jews in the ghetto the 
first thing that was done was to call for Gens.  So Gens came to  the guardhouse of the gate of 
the ghetto.  
 
05:11 
Gens called out to him,  throw down the gun, the name of the man was Khaim Hirsh Levin, he 
was the former chief of police of Sventsyan. But the policeman did not do that.  Instead he shot 
a Jewish guard.  Gens also had a pistol and by the sound of Khaim Hirsh Levin’s voice Gens was 
able to guess where Levin was standing.  The door was made of wood, Gens shot at the door 
with his pistol, the bullet went through the door and killed the policeman.  
 
05:12 
I think that Gens thought to himself that what he had on his hands was a problem with the 
people who came from the provinces and probably according to his view, they were 
endangering the ghetto, that shootings that would take place inside the ghetto would endanger 
the ghetto as a whole.  He had  a completely different perspective on the issue and he probably 
thought that the people from the provinces and others like them were connected to the 
partisans and that what he had to do was to prevent that kind of a fire from spreading inside 
the ghetto.     
 
05:13 
He decided that they had to be destroyed.  He went after anyone who had come from the 
forest like me and Yitzhak Porus, others, along with suspected people from the provinces; 
anyone with weapons, had to be eliminated. He sent the ones who were known to be carrying 
weapons to the Lukiskes prison.  The others in his view  had to be caught.   To catch us he put 
us under surveillance and one day he launched an operation against all of the people who were 
involved in the activity of going out to the forests.  
 
05:14 
I did not known about what he planned but afterwards he spoke about it, at the Judenrat 
building  at Rudnicka 6, where he said that the people from the provinces, the provincials, were 
endangering the ghetto.  I personally did not hear him say so but I was told about it, it was 
known.  He said that people who wanted to go the forest were only trying to save themselves, 
that the idea of going to the forest was misguided, that the people in the ghetto needed to 
believe that remaining in the ghetto and working would lead to freedom.  
 
05:15 
We who planned the escape, met with others, some who were from Svencionys,  a policeman 
from the Vilna ghetto, I knew him, he also had been a policeman in Svencionys,  he asked me to 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



take him to the forest, that he had a weapon.  In general, if one had a weapon it would not be a 
problem.   
 
05:16 
He told me that he knew of another policeman who also had a weapon, who wanted to go to 
the forest and that I should take him too.  The name of the other policeman was Bomke 
Bojarski, he was from Russia.  During the war he had been in a number of ghettos but had made 
his way to Vilna. In the Vilna ghetto he was a good policeman.  I said that I wanted to meet him.   
We met in the street for about 20 minutes.  He made a good impression on me, he spoke well, 
full of confidence, he had the appearance of a fighter and I was looking for people like that.  
 
05:17 
After I left him, I went to meet a friend, I think it was either in the yard of the Judenrat building 
or the building next door.  This friend was from the town of Ignalina, I knew him from 
Svencionys where he had gone to school. During the time of the Poles he studied at the 
gymnasium in Vilnius, he was intelligent, he was thoughtful, I liked him, we were friends in the 
Svencionys ghetto, and I decided to take him with me to the forest.  
 
05:18 
I went to his house.  The whole family was living together in one room, his parents, his little 
sister, his family was called Bromberg.  His father was ill, bedridden, his  mother was very 
worried about her husband’s health and in general about the situation, there were no end to 
problems. And to top it off the people in the ghetto were against the provincials, those from 
the provinces, blaming them for having brought  trouble into the ghetto.  
 
05:19 
The father said, I heard from my son that you are going off to join the partisans, but you need 
guns, and to buy a gun costs a lot of money, from where will I get the money to buy a weapon 
for my son, you know that I was a merchant and I know that money is the world.  I kept quiet, I 
said nothing.  The Mom prepared tea with some food, bread and jam.  Suddenly, we heard 
noise from the yard, something was going on. We looked out the window. 
 
05:20 
People were running around, there was panic. There were police all over, about 20 of them.  It 
occurred to me that they might be looking for me too!  At that moment the two of us had been 
sitting outside at the entrance to the house and I told him that I  had decided to take him to the 
forest even though he did not have a gun.   
 
05:21 
He said to me, let’s run inside.  I said no, if they look for me inside the house it would not be 
good for his family. I said you go inside, I will manage. I saw a barrel and I decided that I would 
climb into it. But I thought that they might see me.  
 
05:22 
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Near me there was a ruin of a building that had once housed Polish guards. I ran inside, it  was 
empty, there was a room with an oven, a large brick oven.  I managed to squeeze myself 
between the wall and the oven and I hid.  I lay there.  Suddenly,  three policemen entered.  One 
of them said search this place.  So one man took a flashlight, poked around and said that there 
was no one here.  But another one  said, he has to be here, I saw him run into the yard of the  
building, go back and search again.  
 
05:23 
So the first one came back and suddenly the flashlight was shining on my face and he said, here 
he is. So I got up, I was black and covered with soot from the oven, and came out.  I noticed 
that strangely enough as I was coming forward and they are were moving backwards. I thought 
to myself, they must think that I have a weapon and since they had heard that there were some 
people with weapons who had opened fire, they did not want to take a chance.  I said to them, 
don’t be afraid, I don’t have a weapon. The minute they heard that, they jumped on me and 
started shouting to the others, we caught him.  They held my hands down.  
 
05:24 
They led me off to the criminal police station.  They put me inside a room, a closed room with 
no windows, one electric light, a bulb, there were four of them around the table.  They 
remained silent so I did so as well.  Suddenly, a man walked in, his name was Zeidel.  I don’t 
remember his first name. He was the head of the criminal police in the Vilna ghetto.  He said 
get up, I got up.   
 
05:25 
He asked me my name.  I told him my name.  He said, you know that you are endangering the 
lives of the people in the ghetto.  Tell me the names of your friends. He started to search me 
and found a piece of paper that had the names of the people who were going to go with me to 
the forest.  He started reading off their names.  He read the first name and asked,  do you know 
him.  I could not deny that I knew him, he was from Svencionys.  He asked me where he lived.  I 
said that  I didn’t  know, he insisted that I indeed knew him. He continued to read off the names 
from the piece of paper.  
 
05:26 
He got to the name of Bomke Bojarski.  When I denied knowing Bomke, Zeidel, the head of the 
criminal police in Vilna gave me two smacks, one with each hand and said where do these 
people live and how do I know Bomke.  I said that I knew the people from Svencionys, that I 
didn’t know where they lived and that I did not know Bomke Bojarski,  He asked me where I 
was staying in the ghetto. I said with no one.  
 
05:27 
He said that’s not possible, you must be staying someplace, where do you sleep.  I said no, I am 
not staying with anyone, I sleep in different stairwells. When I said that, the policeman who had 
been sitting upstairs, his name was Margolis, came downstairs.  He approached me and opened 
my shirt  and looked at the collar.  He said, you claim that you have been staying in stairwells 
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for the past week or so, how is it that your shirt looks as clean as if it had just been washed!. It’s 
true, that very  morning my uncle had sent me a clean shirt and I put it on so that is what I told 
him.   
 
05:28 
He asked me again, where I lived.  I said I told you already. He asked me from where do you 
know Bomke Bojarski.  The minute I denied knowing him, he took something made out of 
rubber, he asked me again if I would talk. I said that I had nothing to say, he then hit me across 
the face twice.  I tried to block my face with my hands.  He threw away the rubber, removed my 
hands from my face, and handcuffed my hands around my back and said, now you will talk. 
 
05:29 
He proceeded to beat my face again with the rubber stick, he kept hitting me in the same place 
on my face.  I started to bleed from my nose but I did not say anything. My cheek swelled up, 
my  mouth became distorted, but I stood firm and remained on my feet.  He said will you talk or 
not, I said that I had nothing to say.  He took out brass knuckles and said if you don’t talk I will 
finish you up.  I said you can finish me up.  He raised his hand to strike me when suddenly the 
door opened and a high ranking officer came in.  
 
05:30 
The high ranking officer saw that the policeman’s arm was upraised and about to strike and he 
said wait, so the policeman lowered his arm.  The high ranking officer had a star on his cap, he 
was a Jew and was wearing the uniform of the  Jewish police. He said sit. I sat. He was very 
aggravated.  He removed his glasses then put them on again.   
 
05:31 
He said we are in the midst of a siege against two of your friends, partisans, they are up on a 
roof, the police want them to come down, they have refused to come down.  Tell me, are they 
armed with weapons or not.  I said how would I know that.  He said that if  they pen fire, that 
would endanger the entire ghetto. I was in the criminal police station for Jews, Zeidel, the 
policeman was not a German, he was a Jew.  The high ranking officer said that he was the 
acting prosecutor of the ghetto, that his name was Nussbaum and that it was important for him  
to know if they were armed because that would endanger the ghetto.  
 
05:32 
I realized that notwithstanding their fancy uniforms and emblems and stars, they were no 
different that the rest of us Jews, they were just  as inconsequential as we were, and that were 
of the same standing.  I said to him, why don’t you pull back, why should you endanger yourself 
about whether they will or will not shoot, remove the police and the incident of whether they 
will shoot or not shoot will be over.   
 
05:33 
He said and who are you?  I told him that I was a partisan, that I had been captured, and to look 
at what had been done to my face. I was having difficulty speaking.  I told him that if he wanted 
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me to talk, I would do so but only to Gens.  He said that he would get the police to move away 
from the rooftop and then would arrange a meeting for me with Gens.  He told Zeidel not to 
interrogate me further. Then he left. 
 
05:34 
Zeidel and the policemen in the station house felt humiliated, in the police station they were 
big shots and now the higher ranking officer told them to be quiet and do nothing.. They put 
me in a room and there I remained until around 6:00 or 7:00 pm when two policemen entered. 
They took me under my armpits, one on each side, to the Judenrat, which is where Gens was 
staying.   There was a waiting room, and other rooms, there were other Judenrat clerks there, 
they took me  through various rooms until I arrived in a room where they sat me down while I 
was kept under guard by two officers.    
 
05:35 
I happened to have sat down next to a young man whom I immediately deduced by his uniform 
and bearing and his manners to be a high ranking officer in the Vilna ghetto.   He was smoking.  
I asked him for a cigarette which he gave me.  He lit one for himself and also the one that he 
had given to me as well. I said to him that it appeared that he had really made it  in the ghetto 
that there he was smoking great cigarettes, while we partisans smoke the bark of trees! He 
said, I am Levas, the head of the Jewish guards of the gates of the Vilna ghetto. I said oh, one of 
the chief head beaters of the ghetto. He said it’s impossible to know who is in the right. I said 
yes, the police are wearing the hats of the “good boys.” 
 
05:36 
He said that the Jewish  police would yet prove themselves.  I said that on the contrary they 
were humiliating themselves.  He said that we would have to wait and see. I said that they were 
on  a slippery road.  He said that whoever is afraid should not take that road. Such a gentle face, 
I could not believe such a refined face could have such a corrupt character.  
 
05:37 
The two policeman took me into see Gens.  Gens told them to leave the room. I was standing 
near the doorway. It was a business like office with a desk and two chairs. Gens sat in one chair, 
I had already seen him before, in Svencionys. In the the other chair was (Salek) Dessler, whom I 
was seeing for the first time.  Gens motioned for me to come closer and be seated.  I did what 
he said and he  continued speaking.  He said that he was surprised to see that partisan fighters 
such as myself would risk walking around with the names of other fighters in my pocket and we 
were lucky that the Jewish police had captured me instead of the Germans.  
 
05:38 
I kept quiet, what could I say, he was right.  He said, you came from the forest to take people 
out. You are messing up the life of the ghetto, you are disturbing the whole concept of the 
ghetto, you are endangering the ghetto, I will not let you do that. What is it that you will tell 
me, that you want to save Jews, that you will take out Jews, how many will you be able to get 
out?  200? 300? 500? For that you should sacrifice the people in the ghetto.  
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05:39 
If it becomes apparent to me continued Gens, that the Germans are about to destroy the 
ghetto, I will say Jews, run, get out, 500 will in any event get out, maybe more, so is it right for 
you to endanger the entire ghetto prematurely, I know that the ghetto is like a prison, and that 
the people of the ghetto have been sentenced to death.  
 
05:40 
However, Gens continued, we don’t know when that death sentence will be carried out, and if 
it is possible for me to save Jews,  I will fight that they should live for a little bit longer even if it 
will be only for a period of less than one day,  I would do it for even one hour.  Who has given 
you the authority to shorten their time, to endanger their lives, the lives of women, children 
and the elderly.  I kept quiet, what could I say in response to what he was telling me.  But, 
nonetheless, I told him that I was a partisan and that my mission was to come to the ghetto and 
get people out.  
 
05:41 
I also that if he were to oppose that, the partisans in the forest would know that he was against 
the idea and that he would not allow me to carry out what they had ordered me to do. I told 
him that allowing the willing young people to fight the Germans would not endanger the 
ghetto.  Otherwise, what would they say to themselves, that everyone remained in the ghetto 
and waited for the last minute and did nothing.  I told him let the Jews out to go to the forest, 
to give them the chance to fight, so that it should not be said that they did not fight, that they 
did not do anything. 
 
05:42 
He said, do you know Bomke Bojarski, I said yes.  And what about the other name on the list 
that you were asked about,  do you know him too?  I said, yes.  He left the room and called 
someone in. Gens said tell me your story.  I did. He said that when he  killed Khaim Hirsh Levin 
from Svencionys at the entrance to the ghetto, he was the first Jew that he had ever killed. And 
he added that he did not want me to think that he was  against Jews, that he was sitting there 
to save them and to help them.  
 
05:43 
Dessler said, what do you think?  Haven’t you considered that we too would have liked to join 
the partisans? In fact he added, Gens had been partisan when he was younger, he was a captain 
in the Lithuanian army, and he would also want to fight but felt that he could not leave the 
ghetto because they, unlike me, were responsible for the people who were living in the ghetto.  
After about twenty minutes to a half an hour, the door opened and a policeman came in and 
with him was Bomke Bojarski. 
 
05:44 
During my interrogation with Zeidel, after they caught me, they asked me if I knew Bomke 
Bojarski, when I tried to deny it they went out and arrested him because they had seen me 
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talking to him for twenty minutes in the street, so they arrested him and the other policeman.  
Now, when I saw his pale face, I got nervous. I did not know what I looked like, but to reassure 
him I said don’t worry everything will be OK.   
 
05:45 
Gens told Bumke to sit, he sat. They asked him if he knew me, he said no.  They asked me if I 
knew him, I said yes. Later, Bomke told me that at that moment, if he would have had a knife, 
he would have stabbed me!  Why had I admitted knowing him?  I felt that the minute that Gens 
told me that when he killed Levin at the gate and that it was the first time he had killed a Jew, it 
was as if he was trying to tell me that it was not his fault  and that he was trying to defend his 
actions before me.  It was at that minute that I concluded that the devil was really not so bad.   
 
05:46 
When we were talking about the ghetto and the partisans, he had said to me, listen we know 
that the FPO is in the ghetto, I cannot say that they are endangering the ghetto as much as you 
are because that is not the case.  They are sitting, quietly, not doing much of anything, if they 
have weapons I cannot do much about it.  I made some searches, I found some of their 
weapons, I confiscated them, but there were other times when I found weapons and I did not 
confiscate them.  
 
05:47 
Do you know why?  Because, someone who does not know how to handle weapons, should not 
have weapons, from those people  I confiscated their weapons said Gens. For people who know 
how to handle weapons well, they should have them, those I did not confiscate.  I said to him, if 
you do not let us leave the ghetto, I will get word to the partisans that you were opposed to 
allowing Jews to go to the forest. He said, I will let you go, but know this, tomorrow morning 
you and your group should not be in the ghetto. I said tomorrow morning I have to be at the 
gate.  He said, I will tell Levas to allow you and your group to leave through the gate.  
 
05:48 
In the ghetto, it was customary for work details to go out of the ghetto in groups accompanied 
by a policeman or a brigadiere. At the gate, the police that were there would have to recognize 
the group in order for them to be allowed to leave.  Gens was telling me that he would tell the 
police at the gate to allow my group to leave. He said, I am asking from you one thing, you 
should not have your ghetto identification numbers on you, so that if you are caught no one 
should say that you are from the Vilna ghetto, therefore no one will be able to come to me with 
complaints.  He asked me for something else, our weapons.  He said that I will let you leave but 
without your weapons.   
 
05:49 
I said that is out of the question, we would not be able to leave without weapons. He explained 
that if we were caught leaving the ghetto that would be one thing, but if we were caught  
leaving with weapons, that would be worse.   I asked how can I approach the gate without 
weapons, how do I know that you won’t have us arrested at the gate as we are leaving, throw 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



us in prison or even hand us over to the Germans, I do not trust you.  He said OK go with your 
weapons.  I said I am going to the forest.  Dessler said, you should know this.  Fine, you are 
going to the forest, but you cannot return to the ghetto.  If you come back and I see you in the 
street, I will kill you without warning.  
 
05:50 
I said to Gens, you were an officer in the army, is that not so?If your commanding officer gives 
you an order to fulfill a mission, can you say, no? So if Markov gives me an order to return to 
the ghetto I will do it, even if it puts my life in danger. He said OK, listen, if you come back,  the 
first thing that you should do is to come to me.  I said OK. We spoke a great deal, it’s difficult for 
me to recall all of the things that Gens and I spoke about, I was there until 11:00 pm. But I told 
him one other thing.   
 
05:51 
I said to Gens that a friend, Shloimke [Shlomo]  Jechilchik,  told me that his friend, Ruvke Feigl, 
who was caught with a weapon, was in the Jewish prison in the ghetto.  I knew someone else 
who was being held there because he too was caught with a weapon.  I asked Gens to release 
the two of them because I wanted to take them with me to the forest.  He said OK.   
 
05:52 
Before we parted he called Beigel, the commander of the jail in the ghetto and instructed him 
to release the two prisoners as we had agreed.  I was worried about walking around in the 
ghetto at night, Gens said what are you worried about, you will be accompanied by two 
policemen. So we went with Beigel and  the two policemen to the prison, it was about 
midnight, where we freed the two  prisoners. I said to them, ok, now I will take you with me to 
the forest.  Surprisingly, they said to me, no, we don’t want to go with you.  
 
O5:53 
Ruvke Feigl  said that there was still time to decide, the other one said the same thing.  So, I 
figured ok, they don’t want to go, don’t go.  During the rest of the night, I found the guys from 
my group, Shike Gertman, Sroike, all the people that were on my list.  I did not sleep during the 
entire night.   
 
05:54 
Early in the morning, we gathered at the gate of the ghetto, we were about 20 people  They 
said to me, look at what you look like, what are you going to tell the partisans, that Jews beat 
you up?  My mouth was in the wrong place, etc.,  I was swollen, but I did not have an 
alternative, what else was I to do.  
 
05:55 
All of the people that I met up with wanted to go join the partisans, but I could not take 
everyone. There was a guy from Svencionys who asked me to take him to the forest, this was 
before I was captured, but now that I was ready to leave the group was large.  Unfortunately, 
he did not have a weapon.  I said, I will see. At the same time, someone else approached me 
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who had a weapon,  I asked him, how did you get it, he said, I have money. I had to choose 
between the two of them.  But my orders were to bring weapons.    
 
05:56 
I said to myself, I know the one without the weapon, the one from Svencionys, I knew that he 
had worked very hard in the ghetto, that he had no one left there, he had no food, he was 
barely able to stay alive.  On the other hand, the one with the weapon, he had a gun, he had 
money and food, he lived relatively well.  
 
05:57 
The way I analyzed it to myself was, the one who is already buried should stay buried, the one 
who has all the opportunities open to him, he should remain with all of the opportunities open 
to him.  So I chose the unfortunate one, the one who had nothing.  I took some of Markov’s 
former students. There was no need to take food with us, we would always be able to get food 
from the farmers. There were also women who wanted to come with me, they were prepared 
for anything.  They were prepared to sacrifice themselves just so that I would take them with 
us.  
 
05:58 
At the ghetto gate, I collected their ghetto identification numbers, I gave them to Levas, he 
gave me packages of cigarettes, I had asked Gens for bandages and iodine, Levas gave me a 
package,  Levas said, the gate is open, go in peace.  We left.  Shike Gertman was in the lead, he 
knew the way already since he had come from the Narocz Forest, he always pushed to be the 
first.   
 
05:59 
I on the other hand, was the opposite, I always wanted to be the last, why?  Because there 
were always some of the group that lagged behind, it was hard for some of them to walk, 
people who don’t know the way or how to keep the pace, especially at night, what would 
happen to them if they took a misstep, they would be lost. So that is why I walked last.  We 
arrived safely at the base in Narocz. We crossed streams and glades.   
 
06:00 
At the edge of the forest, there was a village, it was halfway burnt down. The  Germans in the 
winter of 1943, had decided to burn it down as retribution for their having aided the partisans. 
The forest was called the Narocz Forest, because it was next to  Lake Narocz, which was the 
largest lake in Poland. The scenery was beautiful.  So we passed the village, we saw partisans 
coming towards us, we entered the forest.  
 
06:01 
At the edge of the forest there was a guard. We were stopped.  They asked us to identify 
ourselves.  We told them that we are from Markov’s group, and that we were returning to 
base. They let us pass.  We arrived at the base, there were some Jews there, one of them was 
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Itzik Blatt, he was a Jewish hero of the partisans, he was later killed, as was Leibke Wallach  in 
one of the partisan activities.  
 
06:02 
We also found families there, no little children, but some families with older children. I felt 
good there, I felt good among Jews.  We rested a bit, then we went to see Markov, to report to 
him that we had returned from Vilna.  Shike and I went together.  
 
06:03 
Markov was in a big tent, next to him was another commander.  He asked us how we were 
doing, and how the mission had turned out. He offered us a drink but he ordered us to drink 
milk!  
 
06:04 
Next to him was a pitcher of milk.  He set up 4 glasses, in three of them he put milk, in the 
fourth, the one that he was giving to the other commander, he put an alcoholic beverage. We 
made a toast.  He said to the commander, you see, these are my pupils.  He asked us what was 
going on in the ghetto. I don’t know where he found it, but Shaike had with him a Proclamation 
that came from the city of Vilna, not the ghetto, it came out on  May 1st and was written in 
Polish and it urged the people to oppose the Germans, not to cooperate with the Germans, not 
to go out to the workcamps, to run away, to do acts of sabotage.   
 
06:05 
When he showed this to Markov, Markov thought that soon the Germans would be defeated in 
Vilna!  Shike was a very persuasive speaker, he was a smooth talker, he always spoke 
confidently, he had a great deal of self confidence. He influenced Markov. We told him that we 
brought a group with us. And we also told him that not only was there an underground in the 
ghetto, that there was also a Polish underground and a Lithuanian underground also in Vilna.   
 
06:06 
Markov was very impressed by what Shike told him.  He asked Shike how we had gotten to 
Vilna.  When we told him that we had travelled by railroad, he could not believe it, how do you 
like that is what he said.   
 
DISC VI of XII 
 
06:07 
We also told him how we got into the ghetto, and that too impressed him.  When we told him 
about the underground in the ghetto as well as in the city, he said perhaps he would go with us 
to the ghetto. When he said that, I got scared. 
 
06:08 
I got scared because I thought what if he does come with us and falls into the hands of the 
Germans, or gets killed, people would say look, at the hands of these two, a commander got 
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killed.  I did not want to take the chance.  The other commander said, look, these guys are 
capable, you can rely on them, let them go if they want to go, but you can’t leave the brigade.  
He thought about it and decided not to come with us. 
 
06:09 
Someone else came in, Jurgis, the commissar of the Lithuanian brigade. They greeted one  and 
other. He said to Markov, I heard that two people from the Lithuanian brigade have just 
arrived.  Since I am from the Lithuanian area and I am the commissar of the Lithuanian brigade, 
I have the authority to take them with me.  
 
06:10 
Markov said, here they are. So Jurgis turned to us and asked, what do you say?  I thought to 
myself, why should I go with Jurgis, I don’t know Jurgis, he is probably alright, but  I know 
Markov, why should I leave Markov for Jurgis! True, Jurgis was a Jew, but I knew Markov from 
the days when he was a teacher at our school, I knew he had a good heart, and I saw how he 
had treated us.   
 
06:11 
So Markov said to Jurgis, well if you want them you can take them, however I have already 
given them a mission.  Once they complete their mission, if you still want them you can have 
them. We said that we would prefer to remain with Markov.  Jurgis left.  
 
06:12 
Markov said these are your orders. Go to Vilna, establish connection with the Vilna’s 
underground, bring one of them back here to the forest. As for the underground in the Vilna 
ghetto itself, he said that he had heard that Wittenberg was a Communist.  Since he, Markov, 
was  the head of the Communist brigade, he believed that he had the  right to issue a command 
that  Wittenberg should join the forest partisans. He said that he would give me a letter to give 
to Wittenberg and that I was to go to Vilna and take out young people to join the forest 
partisans.  I said that I did not have a weapon. 
 
06:13 
The other commander gave me a gun with three bullets.  I tried to load them into the chamber 
of the gun, they didn’t fit!  I said, what have you given me.  He said that is all I have.  So with 
that gun and the three bullets that did not fit, and Shika, and Markov’s letter, we made ready to 
leave to go again to Vilna.  
 
06:14 
Shika had a girlfriend, Chayka Porus. She said that she wanted to go with us. We said we would 
ask Markov. Markov said good, that is a good cover, with a girl they won’t think that you’re 
partisans.  
  
06:15 
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Markov said go rest for 3 days, the day before you leave come back to me.  That is what we did.  
In front of his tent were two partisans.  One was a small man, the other was somewhat older.   
Markov said to the smaller one, you will accompany them until Podbrodz[e], which was about 
50 kilometers from Vilna.  Take care of them, from Podbrodz[e] they will go on their own.  . 
 
06:16 
During the three days that we were resting there, we observed that the atmosphere was very 
different than it had been in Kazan. First, the trees were different, the trees were extremely 
tall,  that made the air feel different, the air was very good.  Also,  the lake made a wonderful 
impression on me.  And, here unlike in Kazan, we saw Jewish families from the surrounding 
areas who were also there.  That did not exist in Kazan. 
 
06:17 
No one asked me why I was beaten up.  I would not have told them in any event, it never 
occurred to me to tell Russian partisans that Jews beat up a fellow Jew. There were many 
Jewish partisans there, very famous ones, Blatt and others.  
 
06:18 
I always felt better among Jews.  I was born among Jews, I went to the Jewish school, I had 
always immersed myself in books written by Jews.   
 
06.19 
We are talking about the period July 1943. So, Markov told the small one to watch over us and 
in front of him he told us to watch over the small man, I wondered why we were being told to 
watch over the small man.   
 
06:20 
According to Markov the smaller man liked to drink, and when he would drink there were times 
when he would not know what world he inhabited so we were told to watch over him and not 
to let him drink.   
 
06:21 
Markov wished us good luck and we started out.  We crossed the river, we got to a certain part 
of the forest. Suddenly, I saw that the little partisan whistled and I heard another guy whistling 
back from the forest.  About 150 meters from us I saw  a big shaggy looking non-Jewish  farmer 
with their special type of jacket walking towards us. I had no clue what that was about.  
 
06:22 
The shaggy guy had  eight kilos of dynamite with him.  We helped him to carry the dynamite.  
He gathered a group of men along the way. Turns out, that he belonged to a group of partisans 
from the nearby villages that were local partisans.  They worked in the villages where they lived 
doing their daily chores and from time to time they would go out on operations.  They would 
get orders, on such a such a date you will carry out this and that activity. When we met them, 
they were going out to blow up a train.   
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06:23 
So the partisan who was with us asked the shaggy looking guy, vodka, did you bring any vodka, 
the farmer said no, so the small partisan said well, then get out of here, no vodka, disappear 
from here! The farmer left only to return a few minutes later.  He had retrieved a litre bottle of 
vodka from under one of the trees.  They sat down and started to drink.  They offered us a little, 
we tasted it, they knocked off the bottle.   
 
06:24 
And that’s how we continued.  Every few hundred meters he would whistle until he collected 
three more people and each time the new addition would bring a litre bottle of vodka which 
they would all proceed to drink. He was very strong, he ate a great deal.  At night we ate, we 
ate pig fat and black bread and eggs.  One night, he wanted to get food from one of the 
villagers. The villager said no.  He said, if you don’t give me food, I will shoot.  The villager said, 
go ahead and shoot, and he did!   
 
06:25 
But the villager was able to duck, this went on about three times and each time the villager was 
able to avoid getting shot.  Finally, he said if you don’t let us in I will break the window. The 
villager said, wait, I will let you in.  So he entered and said give me a coat and clean shirt.  The 
farmer gave it to him.  
 
06:26 
He also said that he wanted a guide.  He told the farmer get dressed, come with us and take us 
to a guide.  So the farmer came with us. He also said to one of the three partisans go collect 
some food which is what they did.  They must have collected about 100 eggs, lots of bread, pig 
meat and vodka. When we got back to the forest about two hours later he said OK let’s sit 
down to eat.  
 
06:27 
He said, I want to see how many raw eggs you guys can drink on an empty stomach.   I had a 
few, Shike had a few more, but he must’ve had 40 raw eggs and then he ate about a kilo of 
meat.  It was unbelievable, and of course he drank.  All of a sudden we heard shots being fired.  
Apparently, the farmer who did not want to open the door the door the night before told the 
Lithuanians and they were shooting at us.  
 
O6:28 
He said hurry, get up.  He went first, we followed.  He ran about 300 meters, he said sit.  We 
thought that we had shaken them from our trail.  But that was not the case.  That is how we 
walked all day until finally towards evening, they stopped following us.  We were near 
Podbrodz[e] . 
 
06:29 
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He parted from us.  Shaike, Chayke and I continued on.  On one of the days, the skies opened 
up, what a deluge!   Shike became impatient.  He said let’s go to the village that was at the end 
of the forest. I said no, we should not do that.  It was still daylight. I thought it would be 
dangerous. .  
 
06:30 
Also, Markov had taught us that when we enter a town we should not enter together, only one 
at a time because just in case the first person to enter gets captured at least the second person 
would have a chance to escape. So I told him that if you enter now, you will endanger yourself 
and everything will be lost. Here are coverings from the trees. Shaike, who liked to do things in 
a hurry quickly covered himself and Chayke.  I, who was never one to rush, who liked to walk 
last, took my time about it.  
 
06:31 
I found a nice long tree covering and put it over myself and remained dry.  Shaike, after five 
minutes was soaking wet. He jumped up and said, I can’t take it, I am going.  Chayke kept quiet.  
I told him no,  you are not going anyplace.  Go find a longer covering. By that time it was around 
4:00 PM and it was still daylight.  We got close, but we did not want to enter the village in 
daylight.  
 
06:32 
We continued on to another village.  Finally, we decided that we had to enter a village and get 
some food.  It was about midnight.  We entered a village and passed one house after another. 
We knocked on a door.  A woman opened the door without asking who was there, she just 
called out a name.  We said that we needed some food.  She said, oh I thought you were my 
husband, he went to the flour mill and I was expecting him, that is why I did not ask you to 
identify yourselves but since you here already, come in.   
 
06:33 
At that point her husband returned. He sad that he didn’t have any bread but that he  
Had a little milk, which he offered to us. Then he said, you know what, I will go to the neighbor 
and get some bread.  We said, no, we were afraid but he reassured us that we had nothing to 
fear.  He said you have nothing to worry about, talking to my neighbor is like talking to me. 
 
06:34 
We told him that the Germans wanted to take us to forced labor but that we did not want to 
go, that we were Polish partisans, that we ran away from Vilna and that we  just arrived and all 
that we wanted was some food.  He looked at us suspiciously, there we were two men and a 
girl, no weapons.  Shike who always like to show off took out his gun with 14 bullets.  When the 
farmer saw the weapon, he looked at us differently.  
 
06:35 
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I took out money from my pocket.  I told him that I wanted to pay for the food.  He said that he 
would not take money.  I told him that I recognized their difficulty and that I wondered how the 
farmers were able to survive.  He said they gather mushrooms from the forest and sell them.   
 
06:36 
We were wet and covered with mud.  Shaike  wanted to leave but  unlike Shike, I am by nature 
never in a hurry.  I suggested that we stay the night and leave the next day. Because we would 
have a chance to dry off.  We were bedraggled looking and would not be able to enter the city 
looking the way that we because our appearance would give rise to suspicion.  We were about 
25 kilometers away from Vilna.  Shika agreed.  
 
06:37 
The farmer told us that there was a curfew in Vilna because the head of the Lithuanian 
underground had been caught and that anyone trying to enter the city was being searched.We 
realized that what we were hearing was not good.  I forgot to mention  that when we were 
walking with Vaske and the partisans, we arrived at the Baroniskiai Forest.  We saw three 
people approaching us.   
 
06:38 
We knew that that they were not Germans and they realized that we were not Germans 
because Germans would not  walk around freely in the forests since it was known that there 
were partisans in the area. They told us that they were Lithuanian partisans, that they were 
part of an otriad. We told them that we were part of Markov’s group of partisans.  They said 
that they had a great deal of respect for Markov partisans, that they had a base nearby and that 
if we would like we could join them for lunch at their base, which was about a kilometer away.  
They added that in the past they had eaten a few meals with Markov’s group.  Vaske accepted 
the offer.  
 
06:39 
When we arrived at the base, who do we meet? Chayim Yochai! We asked about everyone 
from our group. He told us that everyone was out on missions, mostly derailing trains from the 
tracks,  When he heard that we were going to Vilna he said that his wife and child were there.  
 
06:40 
One of the three guys that we met was a Commissar.  He heard us talking and he said that Vilna 
was very dangerous because the head of the underground had been captured and that if we 
were to try to enter Vilna we risked being captured by the Germans. He said that he had sent 
out a courier to check on the situation, Kube, the Tartar, who would be back in a few days and 
that meanwhile we should remain with them.  
 
06:41 
I thought that it was a good idea but Shike disagreed.  He was of the view that  the ground was 
is burning under the feet of the Jews in Vilna and we should not be sitting around. Shike said 
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irrespective of what I chose to do he was leaving. I wasn’t going to stay there by myself so we 
left.  
 
06:42 
So that is what transpired before we arrived at the farmer’s house. Tzeshek about whom I  
spoke about earlier also told us, as I mentioned, that things were not good in Vilna. That is 
when I told Shike that we were muddy and we should dry off and enter Vilna the next day.  
Shike agreed and we remained in Tzeshek’s barn for the night.  
 
06:43 
Two of us slept while one person remained on guard and we rotated.  At about 4:30 in the 
morning, I heard someone walking around near the barn.  Shike and Chayke and I sat up.  We 
saw that it was the farmer, Tzeshek. He was leading a horse which he hooked up to the wagon.   
 
06:44 
When I asked him what was going on he told me to relax, that he had asked his wife to make us 
breakfast and that afterwards we would leave to Vilna which is where he was going in order to 
try and sell some wood and mushrooms and acorns.  He agreed to take us with him. 
 
06:45 
I said that there was no point in having all three of us go, like Markov said, if one gets caught at 
least the second person will be spared the same fate.  I asked Shike if he really wanted to leave 
me behind with Chayke while he went to Vilna.  He told me that instead I should go. So  I got 
into the wagon and I told Shike that the farmer would fill him in once he gets back from Vilna. 
The farmer gave me a farmers jacket with a rope tie and I rode in the wagon with him as if I 
were his son.  We got on the road, there were Lithuanians, Germans, other farmers, traffic, very 
alive 
 
06:46 
We arrived at the city of Novovaleka. Someone, a woman,  stopped  him and wanted to buy  
Apparently, his price was too high for her. She said to him you know you bargain like a Jew!  I 
was sitting there laughing to myself. Ultimately, he made the sale. We arrive at a bridge, a big 
one, that goes over the river Viliya. There were guards at both ends. 
 
06:47 
The Germans set up a system to make it more difficult for partisans to get through.  I looked 
around and I knew the situation was not good.  I told the farmer to get out of the wagon 
because in the event I would get caught I did not want him to be captured or killed.  
 
06:48 
The farmer did not ask me any questions, he got down and we agreed that he would walk 
behind the wagon.  I took the reins and that is how we approached the bridge.  There were two 
guards, they told me to stop. I stopped.  They asked me where I was going and I told them to 
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Vilna.  They asked me what I had in the wagon and I said I said woods and seeds from the 
forest.  They looked through the wagon and told me that I could continue.  
 
06:49 
The farmer walked behind me and he too crossed the bridge and joined me in the wagon.  We 
rode for about a half a f kilometer when I suddenly saw a carriage passing by and the driver had 
a yellow star on his back.  I called out to them in Yiddish they didn’t acknowledge me.  And that 
is how I got to Vilna.  
 
06:50 
I got down from the carriage, I took a basket of forest seeds and I mentioned the name of a 
street to Tzeshek.  He said he knew where it was. I told him to meet me there at 1:00 in the 
afternoon. I tried to pay him for the forest seeds but he refused to accept the money.  He 
agreed that he would meet me at 1:00 pm.  I entered the city through side paths. I arrived at 
Kailis.  Along the way, a Polish woman asked me, how much for the seeds I told her that I had 
already sold them.  
 
06:51 
When I arrived in Kalis I saw my uncle who did not appear happy to see me. But by this time he 
was used to me and said  maybe finally I would running around and instead remain in the 
ghetto. I approached someone whom I recognized to get a message to the FPO that I was there, 
that I had arrived from the partisans, from Markov.  Later in the evening a man came to fetch 
me.   
 
06:52 
The man gave me a disguise and got me into the ghetto.  He took me to a room where two men 
were sitting.  They did not say anything. I was very tired, there was a mattress in the room so I 
lay down and fell asleep until about 8:00 in the evening.  When I awoke, I saw that other people 
had arrived as well. There were about 5 people in the room.  I heard them murmuring among 
themselves somewhat nervously,  I was a stranger in their midst.  I went back to sleep.  
 
06:53 
At around 4:00 in the morning, someone walked in and said something, it was a password of 
sorts but I did not recognize it, it was: “Liza is calling,” I did not know what it meant.  One of the 
five asked me if I had a weapon.  I said no.  Actually, when I entered the ghetto I had given my 
gun to a family of gun repair workers that I knew. I had three bullets but I was not able to load 
two of them so I needed to have the gun repaired and for that reason I did not have with me.  
 
06:54 
He gave me a piece of metal about 70 cm. and said let’s go.  He also gave some of the others 
pieces of metal, a few of them had pistols, and he said let’s go.  I saw this was going to be a 
losing battle.  I put the piece of  metal on the oven. How could we fight Germans with pieces of 
metal, maybe others thought that they would be able to but not me.   
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06:55 
And I thought to myself, too bad that I had fallen into such a situation, I was already in the 
partisans and now I found myself with no gun and who knows what would be. We went outside 
to the street. I was one of the last to leave, I am usually the last. I saw people from various 
groups beginning to congregate. I did not know it at the time but the room where I was taken  
belonged to Chaim Lazar.  
 
06:56 
Suddenly, I heard a bunch of people running. Since I was familiar with the sounds of shooting, 
and because I did not hear any shooting, I did not turn back. I continued walking in the direction 
that I had been walking.  There were about 100-150 people running in the opposite direction, 
back towards the point from which they had started walking. Since I had been in the rear 
suddenly I found myself in the front.  I saw a woman with her hands up asking where, which 
way to go.  People were saying, go back. In front of  the woman there her were about ut 60 
Jewish policemen from the ghetto with batons, they were preventing the other group from 
moving forward towards what I learned later was Strashun Street. 
 
06:57 
The police would not let them go forward.  But now the crowd reversed direction again, they 
had seen and heard the woman who was shouting which way and I guess that the men felt 
embarrassed to turn back, so once again they started to move forward. This time the police 
started to run away. I later learned that the woman was Sonia Madejsker.  
 
06:58 
We arrived at a yard. There were a lot of people there. In the yard was a water spigot.  We 
were able to wash up. At around 7:00 AM we received rolls to eat.  I asked what was going on 
but no .  one wanted to talk to me.  Now I know why.  In the underground of the FPO, there 
were groups of 5.  They would only talk to members of their group of 5.  Because I was a 
stranger to them, no one would talk to me.  
 
06:59 
But I said to myself the person who had taken me to the room where I had fallen asleep, he 
knew me, and he knew from where I came, that I was a partisan who had come to the ghetto. 
So I decided to wait for him to return.  At around 11:00 AM someone came to get me and said 
that we were going to the  command center of the FPO. They took me down some wooden 
stairs, there were guards with pistols. They took me to a large room, with a long table, there 
were benches and chairs. I realized where I was.  
 
07:00 
That is where for the first time, I met Abba Kovner, Glazman, Nisan Reznik,  
Chyena Borovska and others. Kovner asked me what I have to say.  I told him the message that I 
was told to deliver.  I said that I had been sent by Markov to take people from the FPO who had 
weapons out of the ghetto.  Glazman interrupted and said that I had arrived at the right time.  
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07:01I 
He said that Genz had turned Wittenberg over to the Germans, that Gens knew everyone in the 
FPO command and that if the Gestapo would  ask him to turn any of us over to the Germans he 
would do it so we they needed to try and get to the forest.  I asked asked how many people 
were interested. He said 200 and that they wanted to leave that very night.  
 
07:02 
In my view that seemed like a complex undertaking.  Had it been a small group even up to 30 
people it might have been possible but 200 people was not a good idea because a group of that 
size is easily discoverable because you have to pass villages, there are issues of food, it is 
complicated. 
 
07:03 
I told him that I was not willing to take a group as large as 200, that if I take people to the 
forest, they would be  my responsibility and that I have an obligation to see to it that they 
arrive safely which would be a real question with such a large group, that I would be putting 
myself as well as the group in serious danger. Instead, I proposed that we go out in a number of 
smaller groups.  I knew that Shike Gurtman would arrive in a few day and that he could take a 
group, I could take a group and we would  teach others how it could be done and in that 
manner all of the 200 would be able to get out of the ghetto and into the forest.  
 
07:04 
He said that was not possible because Gens would never allow it.  I asked him why he was 
worried about what Gens would say.  He told me that Gens was aware of every single activity of 
the FPO underground and that if a small group of 25 would want to leave the ghetto  
 
 
 
 he would know about it and seal the ghetto hermetically to prevent it from happening.   I said 
that if the problem was Gens, I would talk to him. He said going to Genz is like going to the 
Gestapo. I told him to leave it to me.  
 
07:05 
I was angry, I did not want to continue to  argue.  As I was leaving, Sonia Madesjsker shouted 
out as I was leaving you cannot go to Gens, it’s like going to the Gestapo.  I left and headed over 
the Judenrat. I got there and waited in the hall, then I went to Gens’ office and knocked on the 
door. He was not in but then I saw him coming down the hall.  He said to me, half surprised and 
half not surprised, what are you doing here?  I said that I have to talk to him but that I could not 
speak with him in the hall.  He said ok wait for me in my office.  
 
07:06 
I waited for  about 10 minutes until he returned.  Dessler was with him. The first thing that 
Gens said to me was that we had an agreement that that if I were to return to the ghetto I 
would check in with him first and that I had not done that and instead I had met with the FPO. 
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He already knew, can you imagine that. Then he asked me why the group had sent me to speak 
with him, as if he were some kind of traitor that was working with the Gestapo.  
 
07:07 
I said that I had not gone to him first because that is how things worked out but that I had 
something to tell him. I told him that I had been in the forest, spoken to Markov about the 
underground and about him in particular. Markov told me that if he, Genz, wanted any kind of 
connection with  the partisans he would have to initiate the contact because he, Markov, was 
not able to establish a connection with someone who has a connection with the Gestapo.  I said 
that my mission was to get people out to the forest, that is what Markov ordered me to do, and 
that I wanted Genz to help me to do that.  
 
07:08 
Gens said from where do I have people to send to the forest?  There is the FPO, they have 
members they have weapons, they want to leave, so they should leave.  I said that there seems 
to be a misunderstanding between the FPO and himself.   
 
DISC VII of XII 
 
07:09-07:10 
The first time I met with Gens he told me that if he were to know the eventual fate of the 
ghetto he too would try to escape to a base in the forest, but since that was not the case, and 
that meanwhile Rommel had been defeated in Africa, the Russians were advancing, and it 
appeared that  Italy might collapse, he could not allow me to take out able bodied people from 
the ghetto, people who could work because there was no way that the Germans would allow 
the ghetto to continue to remain in existence with only women, little children and the elderly.  
As I also mentioned previously, when he said those things to me, I did not have a counter 
argument to make to him.  
 
07:11 
However, during my second  meeting with Gens, he said to me you have come to see me 
following your meeting with the FPO, they consider me to be a traitor, but it was not me who 
turned [W]Vittenberg over to the Gestapo. 
 
07:12 
He said, I have never followed the dictates of others.  I have always done my own thinking and 
followed my own outlook and I act based on my assessment of the reality of the situation in the 
ghetto and my conscious.  I did not turn Wittenberg over to the Gestapo.  They knew about him 
from one of their (the FPO) own, a person named Koslovsky. When you go out to fight you have 
to be prepared that there will be victims, Wittenberg was a victim.  
 
07:13 
Gens continued to say that  the Germans told him that the choice was either Wittenberg or the 
ghetto.  But instead of fighting for Wittenberg,  the FPO began consultations, that consultations 
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are not resistance and that he (Gens)  realized that nothing would happen, that the FPO would 
not prepare for a battle with the Germans.  
 
07:14 
I understood said Gens that I was dealing with people who were looking for praise.  The one 
right thing that they did in the ghetto was art.  They set up concerts and theaters and I [Gens] 
helped them to do that because my tactic in the ghetto was to stage productions.  But when 
Wittenberg was in their hands he continued, they should have behaved differently.  
 
07:15 
In turning Wittenberg over to the Gestapo said Gens, they behaved  exactly as I had behaved.  
Gens said that in  order to save others he was willing to sacrifice part so that the other part 
could remain and that the FPO did the same thing; they turned over Wittenberg to save 
themselves and the ghetto. I suggested to Gens that he should meet with the FPO and clear up 
any misunderstandings and mistrust.  
 
07:16 
He said that’s fine, that they should come the next day.  He and I agreed that the members of 
the FPO would come to meet him the following day at 5:00 PM. I left Gens’ office and went 
straight to the command center of the FPO.  I told them what I had agreed upon with Gens.  
They could not believe that Gens had not killed me nor had me beaten.  
 
07:17 
The meeting took place on the following day, at 5:00 PM; it was the Sabbath.  The attendees 
from the FPO, were Abba Kovner, Abraham Chwojnik, Yankel Kaplan, Chiya Nabarovski. They 
met with Dessler and Gens.  I opened the meeting and said it seems that there is mistrust and 
that we should try to clear it up.  The first one to speak was Gens.   
 
07:18 
Gens said that he was no longer opposed to the plan of leaving the ghetto  I could tell that this 
was no longer the same Gens.  He was not the confident Gens with whom I had spoken.  He 
appeared to be under pressure and in a situation where he did not seem to see a way out.  He 
said that  if we leave the ghetto we should not take with us identification documents so that in 
the event that we would get caught by the Germans  no one should know that we came from 
the ghetto because otherwise the Germans would complain to him in his capacity as being 
responsible for what goes on in the ghetto. They agreed.  
 
07:19 
We left the meeting.  I approached Abba Kovner and said put together a group and tell me 
when I can take them.  He said OK we will let you know. The next day Shaike came with Chayka.  
It was Sunday, the Christians normally go to Church so Shaike,  looking like a Christian, initially 
went to Kailis and from Kailis he came to the ghetto in Vilna. We brought each other up to date.  
I told him what had happened to Wittenberg, that the Germans had given an ultimatum, either 
Wittenberg had to be handed over or they would liquidate the ghetto. .  
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07:20 
He told me that he would go meet with the FPO since he was the one who had the letter from 
Markov and he wanted to give that letter to the FPO.  I told him where I was staying  in the 
ghetto, he told me where he was staying in the ghetto, we agreed when we would next meet 
and that we would wait to hear back from the FPO. 
 
07:21 
Meanwhile, I began organizing a group of people, the ones that I wanted to take to the forest.  I 
met with Sonia Madejsker.  I told her that I would take only about 10 FPO people because there 
were other people that I wanted to take to the forest.  
 
07:22 
She said no, you are a messenger from Markov, he sent you to us, which means that you are 
under our command  and you will do what we (the FPO) tell you to do.  I said no, I am a free 
man, I don’t owe anyone anything, I came to take people out to the forest and I will take 
whomever I wish to take. She said to me you are not disciplined, we too have to do things that 
we might not want to do.  I said that she was free to think whichever way she wanted to think.   
 
07:23 
I said that if you would like to get more FPO people out, send them to me, I will tell them how 
to go but you cannot expect me to take all of them at one time but that I was prepared to go 
back and forth a few times.  She left the meeting with me disappointed.  What she planned to 
do I didn’t know, I kept myself busy with the people that I wanted to take out.  
 
07:24 
I continued to meet with Shaike.  One day he said to me, listen you went to speak with Gens, 
you don’t have to believe everything that he said to you, you should listen to the FPO, if they 
tell you to do something you should do what they tell you to do. If they tell you who to take and 
how many to take  you should do it. I thought to myself, why is he saying those things to me, 
why was he pointing out that I had been meeting with Gens.  
 
07:24 
In fact, I  recalled that after I had met with Gens I was walking in the ghetto and a woman 
approached me.  She told me that her younger brother had been arrested. He was 14, maybe 
less.  She said to me that since I knew Gens and Dessler, perhaps I could talk to them to get her 
brother out of the hands of the Gestapo.  I indeed spoke with Gens and he said he would see 
what he could do. 
 
07:25 
I realized that if Shaike was referring to my meetings with Gens that meant that I was being 
followed and that the FPO didn’t trust me.  But I got passed that conversation and said to 
myself 
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he has his views and I have mine.  He can take whomever he wants out of the ghetto, the main 
thing is to get people out.  But for me it was also important who I would take out.   
 
07:26 
I had friends and family in the ghetto. I had a cousin with a wife and the wife had a mother.  
When he asked if I would take them of course I said yes.  I told friends that I would take them.   
I had a sister.  It became clear to me that things in the ghetto were not good I wanted to get her 
out of there because who knew what would be.  
 
07:27 
Nearly everyone whom I knew wanted me to take them to the forest. I met with Shaike daily.  
From the FPO I heard nothing except for my meetings with Sonia. One day at 10:00 AM  I 
arrived at the house where Shaike and Chayke had been staying.  The landlord was surprised to 
see me there, he asked, what, you don’t know!  This morning  at 5:00 AM  Shaike led a group of  
belonging to the FPO out of the ghetto to the forest.  
 
07:28 
I was shocked.  How is it that I had not been told.  Shike and I had been friends since childhood, 
we were neighbors.  We were always on good terms.  We were like brothers.  How is it that he 
left and did not tell me that he was leaving. After all, we came to Vilna together. 
 
07:29 
I met with Sonia. She said maybe it’s better that you didn’t know, you don’t have to know 
everything.  You will take out a second group from the FPO.  Wait, and we will let you know 
when that will happen.   That entire day I walked around as if I had been left behind.  How could 
such a thing have happened. How could he not have told me that he was leaving.  
 
07:30 
 I did not become depressed nor was I frightened.  I knew the routes in the forest, I could do it 
without Shaike.  I came to realize that anyone who has gone through the forest at night with 
constant moving around over hundreds of kilometers even if only once could do it again. What 
bothered me was their behavior towards me, I realized that they did not trust me.  But again, I 
let the incident pass. 
  
07:31 
The next morning in the ghetto there was confusion.  What I learned was that the group that 
had left with Shike, while passing  the bridge near the Neris River, was detected.  Only a small 
number survived. Among those that died, identity cards were found that revealed that they had 
come from the Vilna ghetto. Shike had been the scout, Josef Glazman was the leader.  
  
07:32 
The families of those that  who were killed were gathered together and shot. Some said that 
they numbered it was 80 people others said 35.  
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07:33 
I went to see Gens.  I asked him what was going on in the ghetto.  He was very angry.  He said 
that he had told me that no one escaping from the ghetto should be carrying an identity card 
that would identify the person as having come from the Vilna ghetto, and yet the Gestapo had 
presented him with the identity cards of those that had been in Shike’s group.  I did not have an 
answer for him.  
 
07:34 
I told him that I would be putting together a group and  that I would need his help to get them 
out.  He said that when I would be ready I should let me know, the gate would  be open. I 
realized that I would have to organize everything myself.  I met with Sonia Madejsker again.  I 
said to her that  no one could guarantee that I would succeed but that I was willing to try and 
that she should proceed to give me the names of those that would be going to the forest. She 
said that no longer would anyone  be going to the forest. 
 
07:35 
I tried to convince her that just because one attempt to leave had failed that was not a good 
enough reason to give up on the idea of going to the forest, after all the decision had been 
made to leave the ghetto.  She said that her group was going back to their  original plan, to 
revolt inside  the ghetto.  I did not attempt to persuade her otherwise, I did not ask to speak to 
anyone else from the FPO, it was not for me to tell them what to do, she was one of their 
members so she spoke for them. And with that I was finished with the FPO, they did not turn to 
me and I did not turn to them.  
 
07:36 
So what was the Vilna ghetto?  As far as I knew the Jewish population of the city at the 
outbreak of the war was 60,000.  After a few months the Germans killed 40,000.  That meant 
that 20,000 were left and they had to live in the ghetto.  People say that the Jews were in part 
responsible for their own death because they had collaborated with the Germans.   
 
07:37 
But I say that had the Germans wanted to kill the 20,000 they would have done so collaboration 
or no collaboration, they had already killed 40,000 without help from anyone else. I don’t know 
why the Germans decided to have a ghetto.  In any event, there were 20,000 Jews in the ghetto 
at the time about which I was speaking.   
 
07:38 
There were three main groups in the ghetto. Gens and Judenrat,  the second was the  FPO 
which was the underground, and the third group that became active later was the partisans.  
Each group had its own ideas and each thought that they had the exclusive truth and that they 
alone were correct.  
 
07:39 
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But if we really look back at the ghetto and we look at the situation for what it was, from the 
perspective of today, the real heroes of the ghetto were not the partisans and the FPO but 
rather  Jacob Gens.  Why do I say that?  The partisans did not have a solution to the ghetto.  At 
most they could get out 500 people, possibly an additional 100.   
 
07:40 
The FPO, what could they do for the ghetto with their plan to revolt inside the ghetto, what 
chance did that give to the people of the ghetto? Their plan was not an effective solution, to 
revolt inside the ghetto would have led to only one thing, destruction. The only one who gave 
the people of the ghetto any kind of hope was Gens. The average person who went to work 
every day brought back a little pittance of food and the only one who helped them to be able to 
get that little bit of food so that they could live another day, and gave them a drop of hope that 
perhaps a miracle would happen and that they might be saved, was Gens.  
 
07:41 
There are times when people are in a no win situation.  Along comes someone who promises 
them some kind of possibility, some kind of hope, a solution, for their problems, that person 
was Gens. When he would be called out of the ghetto for a meeting people would speculate as 
to why he was being called to a meeting, what was happening, they would ask how did he look 
when he came back, did he come back with a worried look on his face, if so the whole ghetto 
was plunged into worry and anxiety, but if he came back from a meeting with the Gestapo with 
a smile on his face, the whole ghetto smiled, they had hope. 
 
07:42 
There is a story about a Hungarian revolutionary from the 19th century.  He was caught and 
sentenced to death. His family was from the barons, he was a Graf [German historical title of 
nobility]. His mother came to visit him, she said that he should write a letter to the Kaiser 
asking for clemency and that she would take the letter to the Kaiser. He wrote the letter.  
 
07:43 
She said that when they take you out to be killed, I will come.  If you see me looking depressed 
then you know that you were not pardoned. But, if you see me smiling then you will know that 
you were pardoned. The day that they took him out to be killed, he saw his mother, she was 
smiling.  He was filled with hope as they hung him!  He had hope all along the path from the the 
prison to the hanging place.  
 
07:44 
That hope, that quiet that lasted for the two years in the ghetto, that smile was given to the 
Jews in the ghetto by Gens, to his credit.  Given the situation that existed then, there was 
nothing more with which to help the Jews.  Now that I started to organize people, a girl whom I 
knew from the ghetto in Svencian, Merkele Grunski, approached me.  Because I knew her well, I 
told her that I would take her to the forest.  
 
07:45 
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She said it’s very difficult for me to decide whether to join you.  She was a very pretty girl.  She 
said that she didn’t know whether she would be able to manage in the forest with the 
partisans.  She had undergone a difficult trauma, she was depressed and had stopped believing 
in people, she was filled with despair.  
 
07:46 
When the ghetto in Svencian was destroyed, the people brought things along with them, for 
example, a table a chair, with the thought that that might make life easier for them.  She 
brought along nothing like that, instead she brought books. When I was in the ghetto in 
Svencian, I would borrow books from her.  She never looked at the little things like what is 
lacking or missing, in her eyes her books were her life, her world. And here she was in the Vilna 
ghetto, depressed, telling me that she had decided not to go to the forest.  
 
07:47 
That pained me deeply.  Most people asked me to take them out to get them to the forest but 
here she was telling me that she was not willing to leave the ghetto. There was someone else 
that I met. He was eleven years old, also from Svencian, Shmulik Teshinsky. I said that I would 
take him.  He said, but I am a boy, how can I do it, how will I be able to keep up with the 
partisans.  
 
07:48 
I did not think it would be a serious problem, he was tall and fairly well nourished.  But he said 
to me I am living in a house with 10 children, only two of whom are boys. If I leave, the others 
will starve so I will not go with you to the forest. That was very sad but it was the reality.  I did 
not try to persuade him otherwise.   
 
07:49 
There  was another person who came to my attention.  Her family name was Shulgefferer.  She 
was once a revolutionary, a Communist, to the point that she left Poland to go to Russia with a 
boyfriend.  Her boyfriend was eventually caught and sent to Siberia.  When the Soviets came to 
our area she  returned to Svencian.  By this time she was no longer a firebrand.  She was quiet, 
she no longer spoke about revolution and equality.  
 
07:50 
When she saw that people in the ghetto were being killed and that I came from the forest to 
the Vilna ghetto, she asked me to to get her  out, she had a problem but thought that it had 
been resolved. She had two children but managed to give them over to a non-Jew.  She said 
that she was not sure whether she did the right thing but at least with the non-Jew they might 
have a chance.  But as for herself, she wanted to go to the forest.  
 
07:51 
She also had a brother.  But our two families had a personal quarrel the details of which I do 
not wish to discuss.  So I said to her, find someone else to take you, I will not take you. I did not 
take her, she subsequently found someone else to take her and she managed to get out.   
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07:52 
I also met with my former teacher, Motl Ilinsky. I said to him, Motl, come with me to the forest.   
He said to me, I have a wife, but she is handicapped, one of her legs is shorter than the other.  
She will not be able to walk and I will not leave her.  Whatever will happen will happen but I will 
not leave her. 
 
07:53 
Today, I am proud to have had such a teacher. I am not sure whether it is comparable to what 
the the head of school Janos Korjeck, did who would not leave the children, but here was a man 
who was not prepared to leave his wife, his friend for life, to him that was holy. I had another 
teacher like that, Dvora Fisher.  When some of the Jews were taken to Poligon, some people 
were allowed to return to the Svencian ghetto  She was one of them.  She said take someone 
younger than I am, she was 70.  She said I will share my fate with the others.  Those are the kind 
of teachers that I had.  
 
07:54 
So when I told you about my former teacher Motl, it touched me and it hurts my heart, while 
it’s very difficult for me to judge their actions, in truth I am very proud and honored by their 
behavior.   
 
07:55 
Markov’s order to me was to bring only people with guns but I did not look at that too carefully. 
To me the most important thing was to get people out, to save them, they could be fighters 
later. And what about me, what kind of weapons did I have, a pistol with three bullets?  I didn’t 
see the possession of arms as being the most important thing.  
 
07:56 
I wasn’t worried that I would get in trouble with Markov. I had already been in the forest, I saw 
families living together in the forest, in Narocz with the partisans, so I thought to myself that 
those who chose to come with me would live in the forest like those others, it would still be 
better than remaining in the ghetto.  
 
07:57 
The time came that I had set for leaving the the ghetto.  I had met a few people from the group 
known as the starkes [robust, strong], the strong ones.  I thought to myself if they would go to 
the partisans they could be good fighting men, but their thoughts were not like mine.  They 
were simple men who only knew how to do things by force, if they could not accomplish 
something by force they gave up.   
 
07:58 
One of them said to me I am opposed to the Germans, I can kill two of them just like that.  I said 
to him that is nonsense; what would be accomplished by killing two Germans, what would he 
do after the Germans would kill thousands of Jews in reprisal.  
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07:59 
I also got to know the family Benerusoff while I was in the Vilna ghetto, they were the ones that 
repaired my pistol.  One of my cousins worked for that family, they were quick, good hustlers.  
They were able to get food for themselves as well as for others but the others had to pay for 
the food.  
 
08:00 
There was even a cafe in the ghetto, all kinds of people went  there.  What did they eat?  First, 
they drank vodka, then there were also some vegetable hamburgers.  There were  people in the 
ghetto who liked to  imagine that they were living as in the old days.  I wanted to take 
Benerusoff with me but he did not want to go. I managed to get money and gave it to him to 
buy a pistol but he would not leave the ghetto.   
 
08:01 
The day came to leave the ghetto.  Among those that I took was Alexander Bogen.  He had 
come to me and said take me to the forest, I have a weapon.  I said OK. He said take my wife 
too.  I said no, I cannot take her.  I already had too many people.  
 
08:02 
He said you know what, I have someone that you must take.  A young man, 28 years old a 
mathematician who embodies the elite of the Jewish spirit. He had written a book, a book on 
advanced mathematics, someone like that should not be left behind, he is our future, we have 
to see to it that people like that must survive.  I agreed.  
 
08:03 
Later, when Jews were sent to Estonia, Bogen’s wife was one of those who was being sent to 
Estonia.  When she was at the police station she told Levas who was in charge there, you know 
my husband was one of the people who left with Moshe Shutan.  He said in that case, you are 
free to return to the ghetto.  And in fact, Bogen subsequently found her.  
 
08:04 
While I was in the ghetto, after a few weeks, I received advanced warning from someone who 
had been instructed to let me know that certain people would be rounded up as they would be 
going out to work. The warning came to me by way of Averbuch, a sergeant with the police 
force.  He was also part of the underground.  He said that on the next morning when the 
workers would go out to work, some of them would be singled out and sent to who knows 
where and that if I knew anyone I should let them know not to go out to work the following 
day.   
 
08:05 
He mentioned that about 2,000 people would be rounded up.  I thought to myself that would 
mean that the FPO  would never revolt because with whom would they revolt if 2,000 would be  
taken away.  I thought that would mean the end of the ghetto.    
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08:06 
Not everyone believed that the roundout up would happen though it appears others also had 
advanced notice. But the next day it indeed happened, and 2,000 people were sent to Estonia.   
 
08:07 
They were those who believed that they would not be killed in Estonia, that they really were 
being sent to work there and that their families should ask to join them.  There were some 
family members who believed that and decided that they wanted to go to Estonia. It was during 
that time that I decided to leave the ghetto.  I collected the necessary documents, I parted from 
Gens,  Levas again gave me cigars. 
 
08:09 
I had arrived in the ghetto in July and I left about a month later, perhaps a bit less, so I was 
there for a fairly long time. I wanted to wait until the situation calmed down after the debacle 
with the FPO and after the people were caught and sent to Estonia.  When the situation calmed 
down I decided that it was time to go.  
 
08:10 
I did not take anyone from the FPO.  They had cut their contact with me. Today, looking back, I 
regret not having taken some of the people who had asked me to take them. If I could replay 
the situation, I would take them. Until this day, the fact that I did not take them still bothers 
me.  
 
 
Disc VIII of XII begins at 08:11 
 
08:12 
When I was with Gens and we spoke about Wittenberg, Gens said that he initially thought that 
the FPO would fight.  But that was not what happened.  Wittenberg  went to the Germans. He, 
Gens, thought that Wittenberg did that because Wittenberg believed that he had friends, but 
he was mistaken.  I know said Gens that I have no friends, that I am alone, that for me no one 
would come.  
 
08:13 
There were those whom I wanted to take with me and that they wanted to leave but for some 
reason they delayed even though they knew that the ghetto was short lived, temporary.  So 
why did they delay?   I think it’s because when you are in the ghetto, it is the known, the 
constant, even if the ghetto would be destroyed and they knew it would be destroyed, 
nonetheless it was quiet.  The minute a person would leave the ghetto, they would be in 
constant danger, because everything was unknown. 
 
 
08:14 
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To deal with that kind of constant fear, one has to have strength, determination, a willingness 
to fight and an ability to withstand uncertainty. At any moment there can be a surprise for good 
or bad.  And that is why I think people hesitated to leave, people did not want to leave knowing 
that their lives would be in constant danger at every moment.  
 
08:15 
I knew that Wittenberg had turned himself in at 10:00 AM and not that he was turned in at a 
different time as others have claimed because I met with the FPO at 11:00 AM that morning 
and they told me that Gens had turned Wittenberg over to the Germans, which means that by 
the time they met me Wittenberg was no longer in their hands.  Also, Gens told me that 
Wittenberg had been turned over to the Germans but Gens said that he was not the one who 
had turned him in, it was the FPO that had turned him over to the Germans.  
  
08:16  
I find it hard to believe that if the Wittenberg affair was still ongoing at 11:00 AM that either 
the FPO or Gens would have been willing to meet with me.  The situation in the ghetto was very 
tense.  Glazman told me that Gens knew the structure of the entire  FPO and had the gestapo 
asked that they be turned over he would have done so just like he supposedly turned over 
Wittenberg.  You are free to draw your own conclusions from what I have been telling you 
about Wittenberg.   
 
08:17 
 I am here to give my testimony and I am not going to argue with you about it.  If you have any 
questions, we can talk about it later. In any event,  when our group left the ghetto, one of us 
looked like the brigadier of the group, and the rest of us looked like we were going to do some 
road work.  We went out with saws.  
 
08:18 
We left early in the morning, insofar as I knew, a group of about 20 people could no longer just 
walk out of the ghetto during the day. We walked for a few kilometers.  I found a deserted area 
and I said that we would remain there until nightfall. Not far from us, a shepherd was walking 
around with his herd. All of us were afraid that he would discover us.  I told everyone to remain 
completely silent and the danger passed.  
 
08:19 
In the ghetto anyone with a pistol thought of himself as a fighter, virtually invincible because of 
the gun and the illusion of being able to fight.  Here, ironically, we were a group of 20 people, 
some of us armed, and we were afraid of one young boy.  
 
08:20 
It is difficult to say but perhaps more people would have left the ghetto but for the fear of a boy 
like that, or a farmer,  or  any person, because it happened that people left the ghetto here and 
there and someone from the locals turned them over to the Germans.  I won’t say that all locals 
behaved that way towards the Jews, but it was enough that one or two of them did that.    
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08:21 
And in truth that was one of the reasons that stood in the way of more Jews not leaving the 
ghetto, and one of the important reasons for the Holocaust.  More people could have escaped 
but for the cooperation of the locals with the Germans. The fear of being detected by the locals 
was even greater than the fear of encountering a German because there were not too many 
Germans walking around but there were lots of locals and the Jews were afraid of their 
reactions and that is why many Jews did not try to escape, because of the fear of the locals. 
 
08:22 
And that is one of the main reasons for the Holocaust, the behavior of the locals. Evening came 
and it was time to move on, the shepherd and his herd had gone.  We had to cross railroad 
tracks, which was problematic because the Germans had soldiers placed near the tracks at 
every 200 meters in order to protect the train and the tracks from attack by the partisans. We 
did not know what we would do.  
 
08:23 
The Germans also cut down trees so that the partisans would have difficulty approaching 
because the trees would not be able to over them coverage. I  walked first.  I placed Leibke 
Gurevich, my relative, who was strong, he was a former Polish soldier, I placed him in the rear 
to watch over any stragglers.  Bogen was next to me.  
 
08.24 
When one walks at night, the eyes are not the controlling factor, it’s the ears because they 
react faster.  I went first, I heard a noise. I told Sarah Bogen to come with me.  
 
08:25 
I told everyone to take cover in the trees.  I saw a wagon.  Then another, then another. There 
were five wagons, they were not grouped together.  Bogen and I stopped the last one.  The 
wagon driver was very frightened.  We asked him where he was headed.  He said Vilna.  We 
asked him what he had seen. He said nothing, he said I did not see anyone.  I said to him, we 
are Polish partisans, can we trust you?  
 
08.26 
Bogen, who knew more Polish than I did, started to speak with him in Polish.  The driver 
believed him and said there was no danger lurking near the tracks.  We told him he could 
continue on his way.  As we drew closer we saw that the trees were cut down.  So here is the 
situation.  If you walk on the road you will encounter Germans.  If you walk near the trees you 
will be heard.   
 
08.27 
I did not trust the wagon driver.  There was a booth alongside the tracks as well.  I could not tell 
if it was manned.  I told Bogen and Gurvitch that everyone should lay on the ground and that 
we would wait for one hour. If there were Germans in there someone would be bound to move 
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around, smoke a cigarette, walk around, speak, they would not remain motionless for an hour.  
We waited, there was complete silence.  
 
08.28 
I told the group to be ready.  Myself, Bogen, and Lebke went first.  The others were instructed 
not to move until they saw that we had passed safely by about 100 meters.  We passed the 
booth, I saw that no one was in there.  I gave the signal for the group to follow.  We entered a 
larger forest.  
 
08:29 
How did I know the route?  When I had left the forest to go to Vilna, Markov gave me a map 
and a compass. He also gave Shike a map and compass. So we were in the forest and I decided 
that we would remain there for the night.  I posted two guards to look out if anyone would pass 
by.   One of the guards reported that he saw a farmer pass by.  I asked him if the farmer saw 
him.  He said yes. I realized that was not good. 
 
08:30 
In retrospect I realize that the fault was mine, I should’ve told the guards that if someone 
passes by, to stop him and to bring the person to me but that if a group were to pass, like the 
police, the guard should allow them to pass and then inform me.  Nearby was the town of 
Voranava.  The police had a garrison there of Lithuanians.  After an hour we heard shots near 
us.  I told everyone to move forward in a hurry but little by little.  
 
08:31 
The same thing kept happening.  They would get close and start shooting.  I ordered the group 
to move in zig zags.  Towards the evening, it became quiet.  I waited for the darkness and we 
continued on our way. And that is how another night passed.  In the morning Bogen and I 
looked at the map and decided upon the route that we would follow.  We entered a village, we 
got some food.   
 
08:32 
I asked one of the farmers if there were guards in the area. Why?  Because around that time 
there had been break ins to some of the farm houses by the partisans who would take all the 
food and then set fire to the farms. So the Germans had posted Lithuanian guards in the area 
near the farm houses. The farmer said no. So we had our route, it seemed from the farmer that 
there were no guards around so we  continued on our way. After about 10 kilometers I noticed 
that on the right side of the road there were some tall trees.  
 
08:33 
When we walked alongside the road near the trees, suddenly, I heard shots, one passed right 
over my head.  I told everyone to get off the road and run away from the trees.  Unfortunately, 
that meant running up an incline.  When we got to the top of the incline I ordered the group to 
stop so that we could count off.  The shooting continued, not much, about five to six guns , but 
we were moving uphill. I wanted to be sure that we hadn’t lost anyone. Two people did not 
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make it. A woman about 54 and a young boy from Vilna.  I said that we have to look for them, 
maybe they were wounded maybe killed.    
 
08:34 
Meanwhile, the shooting continued.  There were about 5-6 guns shooting at us. We could not 
find anyone, it was dark, there wasn’t much that we could do. We continued.  We arrived at the 
forests of Naroch [Naarutz, Narosch, Narocz].  After about a week, the young boy who we 
thought that we had lost when the shooting began came towards us..  He said that when the 54 
year old woman heard the shots she told him to lie down at the side of the road, why should 
they run and risk getting hit by the shots. So they went off to the side waited it out. She knew 
some of the locals and found shelter with them, he continued to the forest to the partisans.  I 
was glad to learn that they were both alive.  
 
08:35 
I wanted to go straight away to speak with Markov[w].  I was told that Markov was not there.  
So what was going on in the forest? I was told that a Jewish otriad had been formed by the 
name of Nekama  [Revenge] with a Captain from the Red army, a Jew, and the unit was under 
the command of Josef Glazman. 
 
08:36 
So I met with Glazman.  He said good that you have come and he told me what they had 
undergone in Loriskes. But he wanted to know why he did not see anyone in my  group from 
the FPO.  He asked me where they were.  I told him that they had decided that they would no 
longer go to forest.  
 
08:37 
He  said that was not good.  Given that they had previously decided to leave the ghetto and go 
to the forest that is what they should have done, they should not have changed the plan.   He 
told me what he and his group had undergone along the way.  He said that when they crossed 
the bridge they were fired upon.  About 10 survived.  He said that he had wanted to search for 
survivors.  
 
08:38 
But Shike Gertman said no, we have to leave, we can’t look for them.  That is what Glazman 
told me and also Chaim Lazar wrote about it in his book.  It took them about two weeks to get 
to the forest, they were without a tracker. Glazman or perhaps someone else complained to 
Markov.  Shike arrived before Glazman. Apparently Markov gave Shike two slaps in the face 
that he had left the group and ran away to the forest.  
 
08:39 
What can I tell you about the first group of the FPO that left Vilna, they had no experience 
whatsoever about how to walk at night.  The only ones who had some experience were Shike 
and myself.  If they planned to go to the forest without consulting me or Shike was a mistake.  
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08:40 
And as for the goings on in ghetto, I told Glazman about what had happened with sending 
people to Estonia and that I was of the view that Gens was beginning  to realize that the whole 
idea of having workers in the ghetto was gone with the wind, 2000 workers in the ghetto had 
been rounded up by the Germans.  
 
08:41 
Glazman told me, OK, I will accept your group into our otriad but you know what, you should go 
see Jurgis who is nearby and tell him what you have told me about the goings on with the FPO.  
I said why should I go see Jurigs.  He said because people have been speaking badly about you.  
 
08:42 
Today, I realize that just as in Vilna the FPO did not trust me so too in the forest, they thought 
that I had tipped off Gens about the group of FPO that had attempted to leave.  I also know that 
had they complained not to Jurgis, who was a Jew, but to the Russians they would have taken 
me out and shot me without hesitation.  
 
08:43 
I had another similar incident happen to me.  Sonia Madejsker had also interrogated me.  She 
said to me, tell me you didn’t tell Gens about the people from the FPO who left Vilnius to go to 
the forest?  I said how could I tell Gens about that when I myself did not know when you were 
leaving!  Supposedly Gens had been tipped off and he told the Germans and the Germans 
trapped the FPO on the Loriskes bridge and the FPO thought that I was responsible for what 
had happened to them. 
 
08:44 
I said to her I had spoken to Gens about lots of things including that there were partisans in the 
forest of Narocz and about Markov but I said to her do you really think that the Germans do not 
know that there are partisans in Narocz forest?  That’s like saying that in Moscow they don’t 
know that  there are Russians. The Germans don’t have the strength to go into the forest  and 
get the partisans out of there! 
 
08:45 
I decided that I did not have to go to Jurgis, my conscious was clear.  Jurgis knew me, he was a 
Jew.  I thought about how the FPO had treated me. At the time I still believed in the Jewish 
people, I blindly believed. So I let the incident pass and did not make a big deal out of it.  All of 
us were accepted to the otriad Nekama.  
 
08:46 
A few days passed and Bogen came to me and said I want us to go back to Vilna. Let’s go back 
there.  
 
08:47 
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But I was sick of the FPO and my arguments with them and the arguments with my uncle in 
Vilna who every time I came was afraid.  I said to myself, why do I need such problems, why 
should I not just remain a partisan and fight and eliminate those problems.  I had wanted to 
save my uncle’s entire family.  I even came to Vilna with a wagon, Sheshek’s, and I told my 
uncle I would get them out on the wagon, some would ride on the wagon the rest would walk.  
He refused. 
 
08:48 
One of my uncle’s sons agreed to leave Vilna with me, but at the last second when we arrived 
at the gate and were ready to exit, he refused and went back inside to the ghetto.  Another 
person, whom I was asked to take out by Bogen changed his mind and refused to leave. Now 
that Bogen asked me to go back to Vilna, I thought about what had been my initial plan which 
was to fight the Germans, and I decided not to go with him. Today, looking back at my decision, 
I realize that it was childish and for that reason, I must lower my head in acknowledge my 
childishness to Alexander Bogen and Moshe Judke Rudnitski, another of the individuals whom I 
had brought to the forest, both of whom went back to Vilna to save Jews.   
 
08:49 
They left and I stayed behind with the otriad. I met Bomke Bojarski, he said that his group was 
going out on reconnaissance and that I should join him.   
 
08:50 
I said OK, he said don’t worry about weapons.  He was the commander of the group, they were 
a group of eight. He gave me a gun, I took it and I felt that I was a hero, a fighter. So we left. We 
passed many villages, usually during the day, this was mostly partisan controlled territory, but 
sometimes also at night.  
 
08:51 
Our primary objective was to see whether there were any Germans in the area and to show the 
villagers that there was a partisan presence in the area which standing alone was also an 
important thing to do, the war was still at full strength, so this would lend support to those that 
believed that the Germans would lose the war.  
 
08:52 
One day we passed a village and  we entered the property of a farmer.  He was ordered to give 
us food, to make us lunch.  He said OK. He had birds in his yard.  All of the guys started to catch 
the birds. I am not sure how many they caught, probably eight, and slaughtered them, I did not 
participate in the incident, I stood at the side and watched.  The wife prepared the food and 
when everything was ready she served us.  I thought to myself, true she had prepared and 
served us the food, but her heart was full of blood.  
 
08:53 
The guys ate the whole thing, I just ate a bit, I simply could not eat it. I said to Bomke as we left, 
what kind of behavior is this, it isn’t right.  He said to me we are fighters, we need to eat, don’t 
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dwell on it.  I thought to myself that does not seem right, to demand food from farmers is not 
the right way, instead of trying to bring the villagers closer to us, we were alienating them.   
When we arrived back to the forest, I decided that I am better off in the ortiad of Nekama.  I did 
not want to be with Bomke’s unit.  
 
08:54 
After a few weeks, Bogen came back to the forest with a group, and a few days later Rudnitski 
came back with another group. A third person, Gilman, has also gone out with them.  He too 
returned with a group, this time there were FPO people who came with Bogen and Rudnitski. . 
Amongst those that Rudnitski brought back with him, were two poets, Shmerke Kaczerginski 
and Avraham Sutzkever. 
 
08:55 
Now that there were more people, the otriad expanded but the problem was that there were 
not enough weapons for everyone also the question for the command became whether the 
otriad was a fighting unit or not. There were women and children too.  One day we were 
ordered to formation and Markov appeared. He came with another person, Klimov, who had 
been sent from Russia.   
 
08:56 
 They said that the otriad Nekama was being disbanded because not everyone had weapons.  
Those with weapons would be joined with a different otriad, it would have a new name, 
Komsomolski otriad, others from Nekama who did not have weapons would become a 
maintenance unit Proizvodstvennaya Gruppa, to service the partisans.  One girl, Bernstein, 
stepped out of formation and said that we did not come to the forest to sew clothes and shoes, 
we came to fight.  
 
08:57 
Markov said you do not have weapons but the work that you will do is as important as the 
armed partisans because without shoes, clothing and food it  would be impossible for the 
fighters to survive.  When he said disperse we Jews felt as if we had been thrown away, we 
continued to stand there for awhile but there was nothing that we could do. So now I was in 
the Komsolmoski otriad.  Later my sister also was in the otriad, she was a cook.  Another order 
came down. 
 
08:58 
Volodka, who was from Markov’s brigade that was called Voroshilov, said that all those who 
had recently joined from the FPO in Vilna should come to formation in front of his tent. Those 
people who had weapons, he disarmed.  Another thing that I saw was a partisan from the FPO 
who had stood near the tent was told to take off his boots and give them to a partisan that had 
been in the tent.  
 
08:59 
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The Jew from Vilna, who had been in the FPO, had to remove his boots and and received 
instead a ragged pair of shoes.  I felt it as a stab wound to my heart.  We knew that there was 
antisemitism but such brutal behavior I had never seen before and at that point  I realized how 
unfortunate the Jews in the ghetto were, but also how unfortunate the Jews in the partisans 
were.  
 
09:00 
I thought about what they had spoken about, freedom and the family of man, and I realized 
that it was not the case, that each people had its own state, that the Bund was mistaken, and 
that the Zionists had it right. The minute I saw those boots being taken away, in mind head I 
became convinced of the correctness of the Zionist idea that the Jews needed a country of their 
own.  
 
09:01 
It was very difficult for those that were there to hold up under such behavior.  They were left 
with no weapons, they did not know what to do.  What could they do.  But at least in terms of 
food, they managed.  They were given food. Yes, it was a humiliating situation but relatively 
speaking it was not that bad, they were still among the partisans, they were receiving food.  At 
least their situation was better than those people that were in the ghetto. There was no danger 
of death.  True, things were not rosey but it was not like the ghetto.    
 
09:02 
Another few days passed, Glazman told me that members of the original Nekama otriad had 
gone out on  raids  blowing up railroad tracks, cutting down telephone wires, and that the 
Jewish fighters had done what they were supposed to do, they had acquitted themselves well 
with willingness and bravery but nonetheless irrespective of that, look what had happened to 
them..  
 
09:03 
Rumours were heard that the Germans were mounting a blockade.  The Germans starting 
bringing in large numbers of troops to the area. As a result of the troop buildup the conclusion 
was reached that the Germans wanted to set up a blockade against the partisans.  
 
09:04 
Those in the otriads had no problem, they had leaders, they had a commander who would deal 
with the situation but what about the Jews that were no longer in the otriad, those that were in 
the maintenance unit.  They did not have a fighting commander, maybe there was someone in 
charge, but not a fighter.  One day Volodka said to the otriad, to fall into formation. I was one of 
them, I had a gun, I had not been thrown out.  I stood in the first row.  
 
09:05 
Some unarmed non Jews had been accepted to the otriad (!), but unarmed Jews were not 
accepted.  Volodka said the Germans are mounting a blockade we have to leave the area and 
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organize a battle.  All those with weapons need to leave, the unarmed cannot come with us, 
they will be a hindrance. We will need to pass through the German line with force.   
 
09:06 
Volodka began  to look us over.  He took a good look at me.  I did not look like a big hero. I was 
thin, not tall.  He said give me your gun.  I asked why, he said give your gun to the man behind 
you. The guy behind me was a non-Jew, a blond haired guy with eyes like a rabbit who had no 
idea of what world he was in.  And to me he said to give that guy my gun. I said but why?  He 
said because you did not come here to fight, you came here to hide behind his back.  
 
09:07 
I said no. He said that I order you to give him your gun. He took out his gun from his holster.  On 
the side stood a guy who was new to the partisans, he  had run away from being a prisoner of 
war.  He grabbed me from the side, he was a big guy, taller than I am, and in two seconds he 
took away my gun so I was left without a weapon.  
 
09:08 
He said to me because you refused an order, you would not turn over your weapon when I 
ordered you to do so, I am throwing you out of the otriad.  Disappear he said to me. I left and 
stood on the side and said to myself let’s see what happens.  He said to the others, be ready to 
leave in half an hour.  We Jews including women and children were wondering what would we 
do. Earlier on, when the Jews came from Vilna, the FPO, the locals, we Jews were happy, the 
Jews were getting out of the ghetto, they would be partisans.  
 
09:09 
Shmerke Kaczerginski had been in charge of organizing singing and recitations of poetry, there 
was a partisan with a guitar, so every night there would be singing of Yiddish songs, Shmerke 
was the conductor and the atmosphere had been good.   
 
09:10 
But once the business of disarming the Jews began we became dispirited, we had no plan, we 
realized that we were being left to the Germans. 
 
DISC IX 
 
09:11 
So we sat there, at the base, not knowing what to do.  After a half an hour, the commander 
gave an order, and the otriad Komsomolski departed.  We did not know when the Germans 
were coming, the otriad knew because they had scouts so they more or less knew but we did 
not know anything.  
 
09:12 
So more or less spontaneously, those that had been left behind started to follow the otriad.  He 
turned around and shouted go back, you are forbidden to come with us and they continued 
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onwards.  We continued to follow.  He said if you do not stop following us I will shoot you.  But 
none of us paid attention.  He came to a stop and fired over our heads. That convinced us.  
 
09:13 
So we stopped and turned back to the former base.  Some of the men recognized me and knew 
that I knew different routes.  They said to me what should we do. From all of this bedlam, I was 
very tired, my head was  in all different places, it was hard for me to think.   
 
09:14 
I said I must rest, I cannot think straight right now.  So I went over to a tree, sat down under it, 
and fell asleep. When I woke up they were next to me and said what should we do.  I thought to 
just sit there and wait for the Germans to come is not a good idea.   
 
09:15 
I knew from my studies of history that sitting in one place is not good, you have to be on the 
move.  But how and to where?  That I did not know, but I knew that we had to get out of there 
and that is what I told them. All of a sudden a partisan on horseback arrived.  He went into the 
tent of the commander of the hospital. When the partisans departed, they had left behind the 
hospital, its patients, and the hospital staff.  
 
09:16 
The man on horseback said, I have come from the command center.  I was told to tell all those 
from the hospital and those who had been left behind to go to the island. I thought to myself, 
what does that mean?  In the forest there were swamps. There was a section in the swamps 
that was dry, it was an island. It was very difficult to go through the swamps to get to the island.   
That is where we were told to go. Since the commander of the hospital was ordered to take the 
sick as well as the unarmed who had been left behind, he used us to help with the movement of 
the patients.  
 
09:17 
The hospital had some wagons with horses which they used for the more seriously wounded 
and we were ordered to go to the island.  At least now we felt that we were not alone, there 
was someone who was concerned about us. We arrived at the swamps, the wagons could not 
continue so we made stretchers and we carried the seriously wounded on the stretchers.  If you 
walked into the swamp, you would sink up to your knees.  Those that say that they sank up to 
their chest, are telling you a story because it was difficult to even get your foot out if you 
stepped into the swamp.   
 
09:18 
When I put my foot in, it was so difficult to get it out that my shoes were left in there and I had 
to go barefoot.  I think that the same thing happened to others. We arrived at the Ostrov [the 
island].  The commander said, here we can sit quietly and wait out the  blockade.  So we sat 
around, some of the hospital personnel, partisans, were armed.  There were a few groups, 
including unarmed non-Jews.  
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09:19 
So we sat there for about three hours.  In the afternoon we started to hear shots, first from one 
side, then from the other side.  The commander said, this is not looking good, we cannot wait 
out the blockade here, sounds like the shots are getting closer.  He said line up, which we did.   
He said everyone has to scatter and try and save yourselves as best as  you can..  I heard what 
he had to say.  I saw about 3-4 local non-Jews.  
 
09:20 
There is a difference between the local non-Jews and the non-Jews who had escaped from 
being prisoners of war.  The former prisoners of war had been exposed to the Germans, they 
were for the most part anti-Semites, they had learned from the Germans, that was not 
necessarily the case with the local non-Jews who were basically country boys.  I decided that I 
would go with them.  
 
09:21 
The others who knew me decided that they would go wherever I was going.  So we went on our 
way. Initially, we left together.  Then I noticed that slowly the non-Jews were separating, first 
one guy got ahead, then the next.  And as for us, we stayed in a group and were even further 
behind the last of the non-Jews.  This situation did not sit well with me. I thought it was not a 
good idea to be separate, that we stood a better chance in a group. To me just running like 
crazy people did not make sense and it was not a good way to save ourselves.  So I stopped.  
 
09:22 
When I stopped, everyone behind me stopped too.  They asked me why I had stopped. I told 
them that I did not think that in a matter of life or death, scattering and going off on one’s own, 
is the most effective way to operate and that I would not go with them. They said but they 
know the way.  I pointed out that they we were no longer together and that in fact we could no 
longer see any of them.     
 
09:23 
We were still on the island, not yet in the swamps.  Suddenly, from behind a tree I saw a girl 
that I recognized from Vilna, Myra Gononsky.  I asked her what she was doing there, she was by 
herself.  I told her come with me and she agreed. So now the rest of the group wanted to know 
what we should do.   
 
09:24 
I said, it could not be worse than tying our fate to those non-Jews.  In my pocket I had a map 
and a compass.  I said let’s look at the map and see where we are. I was able to figure out 
where we were. There was a small swamp nearby, there was a river on one side and a town full 
of Germans on the other side. There was also a section of forest where I knew that there were 
Germans. On another side was the partisan base.  
 
09:25 
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So in essence the small swamp was blocked on all sides.  
 
09:26 
I thought that it would not be a good idea to go to a place where I did not know what awaits 
me.  I also said to myself that the Germans were looking for hundreds of partisans not just one 
or two.  I thought that a large group of partisans would not enter the area of the small swamp 
because it was basically closed on all sides so they could get trapped there by the Germans who 
were looking for a large group.  
 
09:27 
So, under the circumstances, if no one would go there that is where we should go.  But there 
was a problem, we would have to cross the river and not everyone knew how to swim.  
We entered the swamp area.  Suddenly, I saw a non-Jew young boy about 12 years old..   
 
09:28 
I asked him where he was going, he said to the island.  He asked me to which otriad did I 
belong.  I told him something and I said that there was no point in his going to the island no one 
was there anymore.  Meanwhile, I had a grenade in my pocket. How did I get the grenade? 
When the otriad left and we remained at the base, I saw a wagon, Bomke Bojarski was on it, 
along with some others that I had taken out of Vilna.  I asked him if my sister and I could join 
him. He said come on up while I go talk to the commander.  
 
09:29 
He came back and said sorry the commander will not agree to it.  I said at least give me a 
grenade so that I won’t fall into the hands of the Germans alive.  So he gave me a grenade,  that 
is how we parted. Now I told the boy, he was called Donke, I am this group’s leader, I puffed 
myself up, I lifted my shirt so that he could see the grenade and I told him that if he would like 
he could join us.   
 
09:30 
He said OK.  I asked him from where he came.  He told me from the nearby town.  I said that 
but there were Germans there.  He said yes, he had been in the partisans but had gone back to 
his town to see what was going on, he saw the Germans and ran away.  So I said but that means 
that you had to have crossed the river, how did you get across. He said there is a passage.  I 
said, OK show me.  
 
09:31 
So he took us but I did not see anything! He said come closer and I saw two tree trunks  in the 
water about 30 centimeters under the water that went all the way across to the other side.  
 
09:32 
Slowly and carefully we crossed but it was very slippery.  Now that we were on the other side I 
could breathe easier.  I figured that we would would walk a few meters and then we could hide.  
In the small swamp the farmers would cut hay and gather them into large bundles.   
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09:33 
The bundles could not be moved during the summer, it was September and there was too much 
mud.  I decided that we would hide in the bundles.  I posted two guards and we hid until the 
evening. 
 
09:34 
Suddenly, I saw that the town from which the boy had come was on fire.  We heard screams.  I 
said we should remain silent.  But the people from the town were running to the swamp and 
there was a German plane circling overhead.  The townspeople covered themselves in dirt so 
that the planes would not detect them 
 
09:35 
Meanwhile, we were in the hay stacks and a woman came into the stack in which I was hiding. .  
She recognized that we were Jews and asked us from where we had come. She said I am very 
afraid of dying, you people are Jews, if you die it’s OK.  I said get out of here and she did.  
 
09:36 
We stayed until the morning. In the morning we heard gunshots about 200 meters from where 
we were hiding.  The Germans had arrived at the river but they did not cross to the other side 
which is where we were. We decided that we would leave that night and go to the area of 
Naroch where there was a large swamp.   
 
09:37 
So that is what we did.  We saw a solitary house and were hoping to find some food there.   It 
seems that the owner had left in a hurry in the face of the advancing Germans.  While there 
was no one in the house, the oven was still warm, I opened it and  I found a pot full of borscht.   
 
09:38 
There was also some meat bones in the pot. We were a group of about 20 people. So we ate 
and thereafter left. I saw another house, there was a light shining from that house.  I took 
Myrka Gononsky with me because she did not look Jewish.  I looked through a window and I 
saw some Ukrainians in uniform.  I knew that was not good because they were servicing the 
Germans.   Suddenly, from a different door I saw a man entering the room, it was Vashke, the 
person who was with us when we went to Vilna and had wanted to take down a train!  
 
09:39 
When I saw him, I knew that those Ukrainians were probably on our side.  I left Myrka outside.  
I went in. We greeted one another.  He asked me how I got there.  I told him and I said that I am 
with a group of people and we need food.  He said not to worry he will give me some.   
 
09:40 
He wanted to know how I had remained alive, he said he had not believed that I would survive 
when I went into Vilna where there were Germans all over the place.  He showed me that he 
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had been injured in three places when he tried to take down the train and that they had not 
been successful.  He said that the blockade in the forest was over and that the Ukrainians who 
were with him had managed to escape from the Germans and were now on the side of the 
partisans. He gave us two loaves of bread, I went back to the rest of the group, divided up the 
food and I said OK back to the base.  
 
09:41 
So back we went to the base in the forest and it was as if the life of being a partisan began 
anew.  I saw Sutzkever and Shmerke and others.  Slowly, some of the partisans started 
returning, eventually hundreds came back, though I did not see Markov.  But I had a problem, I 
had been thrown out of the otriad.   
 
9:42 
One of the men intervened on my behalf and approached a partisan who agreed to take me 
with him but he would not agree to take my sister.  
 
09:43 
I approached my sister and told her that I came to the forest to fight not to be in the support 
group. I had not seen Shaike Gertman.  
 
09:44 
Before the blockade the group under Alexander Bogen had to decided to create a division of 
riders. Shaike went out with  Bogen to round out some horses from the farmers. I had not been 
able to go with them, my feet were messed up from walking in the swamp, so I stayed at the 
base camp.  
 
09:45 
I left with the new group of partisans about 2 days later.  We were headed towards eastern 
Belarus.  The fact that I left with that partisan group meant that I had ended  my job of being a 
Jewish partisan among Jews.  Until that point, I had been working to help Jews,  to bring the 
Jews to the forest. But in the new group of partisans, there were no Jews though later another 
Jew was brought in, I do not recall his name.  
 
09:46 
So that is my story from the beginning of my time with the partisans until the end of the 
blockade. The rest of what I will tell you is my personal story, what happened to me in Belarus 
with the Belarus partisans.  
 
09:47 
We left in the morning, we walked during the day.  I had gotten used to walking with the 
partisans during the day since the area was a partisan area.  The commander was a ranked 
captain, he was also a commissar.  All of them were armed, there were approximately 15 of us.  
They also had a machine gun and several submachine guns. I had only a grenade.  
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09:48 
In the afternoon we arrived at a place that had only 4 houses.  The commander said here we 
will stay.  The commander called me over and said, I would like to send a letter to Markov. Do 
you know how to ride a horse? 
 
09:49 
I said  yes, but the truth is I did not know how to ride a horse! He said OK, I will give you a 
horse, you will take the packet to Markov and return here.  
 
09:50 
We were taking turns carrying the the machine gun and it was my turn.  Since I was small I had 
to walk bent over because I was carrying it on my back.  The commander noticed and he 
suggested that I give it over to someone else.  I said no, it’s fine.  He said no it isn’t and he 
ordered me to turn it over to someone else, so I did.  
 
09:51 
I asked myself why he specifically chose me to take the packet  but I couldn’t ask him.  He gave 
me a small horse from one of the farmers.  He asked me if I knew the route.  I said yes. I knew 
the direction more or less, but I had only done it once. So I mounted up and started out.  Along 
the way I met a partisan.  He was alone, we greeted each other.  He asked me where I was 
going.  I said none of your business.  He said perhaps we can switch horses.  His horse was tall, 
very skinny and looked like it was about to drop dead. I knew this was not good, he was armed 
so I realized that he could take my horse by force.  
 
09:52 
I said no I can’t do that, it belongs to the unit.  If I don’t return it they will kill me and come after 
you.  He said, I was just kidding but you are not a human being. Go ahead and continue on your 
way.  
 
09:53 
I went to the base. I saw Shaike, someone was giving him a haircut.  I saw my sister.  I gave over 
the packet to someone, Markov was not there. They asked me so how is it going with the new 
group.  I said, it’s still too early to say.  We shall see. I had wanted to ask Shaike why he had left 
me in Vilna when he went out to the forest with a group without saying anything to me about 
his departure.  But, because his mission at that time had failed, and I was sure that its failure  
bothered him, I did not want to pour salt onto the wound.  So I just asked him how are you, 
how are you doing? With that, I departed. That was the last time I saw Shaike.  He subsequently 
was killed. 
 
09:54 
When the horse galloped I was OK but when he flat out ran, that was a problem, I could fall off.  
When I got off the horse, I couldn’t walk. 
 
09:55 
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On the way back there was a fork in the road. I was not sure which way to go because I was not 
familiar with the route. I went to the right, I went about 300 meters and I said to myself, this 
does not look right.  So I went back to the fork and even beyond that.  I said to myself, the 
horse probably knows the way, I will get off the horse and leave it to him.  Sure enough, the 
horse knew the way. And that it show I made it back to my new unit. I had to give the 
password.  
 
09:56 
The commissar said to me that I was lucky that I had found them  because had I gotten lost they 
would not have waited for you.  To me, his words were not a very encouraging sign.  
 
09:57 
The next morning as we were about to leave we suddenly heard a shot coming from the forest. 
We took a look.  A man was running, he was shouting, he said they shot at Pietke, I was sitting 
with him eating, we heard a shot and suddenly Pietka was dead.  The commander ordered us to 
look for Pietke’s backpack. We looked for the backpack because in a case like that there should 
have been a backpack. We could not find it.  So we asked the man to tell us the truth, where 
had the shots come from? 
 
09:58 
He pointed in a certain direction.  We looked at the wounded man, the bullet had entered into 
one side of his neck and exited from the other side but he was still alive.  We had a nurse 
travelling with us so we had the wounded man placed on a stretcher.  We said to the man who 
was telling us this story, you are not telling the truth, the commander gave him two smacks, he 
said you shot him.  He finally admitted it.  
 
09:59 
We asked him with what had he done the shooting.. He showed us s a type of gun which he had 
hid under a tree.  Apparently, the two of them had been playing around when the gun went off.  
I said to myself, look at the kind of commanders we are dealing with, the way he had grabbed 
the man. We left that evening, after a few hours the wounded man got up on his feet.   
More and more partisans were joining us, we were a few hundred. The commander said that 
we will have to cross railroad tracks but it will be guarded. We waited about 300 meters away.  
 
09:60 
We got the order to cross the tracks.  As we crossed, shots were fired from all sides.  It seems 
that there was a skirmish between the partisans and the Germans going on just as we were 
crossing.  We got to the other side, to the forest.  That was already east Belarus. We walked 
night and day until we got to the base in Belarus.  
 
10:01 
The farms in eastern Belarus  looked entirely different than those in Poland.  In Poland, each 
farmer farmed his land as he wished.  In Belarus, there were collectives.  The farmland was 
boring looking.  Large fields, green.  
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10:02 
We arrived at the partisan base. The commander said to me that he would proceed with the 
others and that I should remain behind and join the Kalinin brigade.  I saw that he wanted to 
part ways with me. I went inside.  I did not know anyone, it was lonely.  There were Russians, 
Belarusians, some Ukrainians.  
 
10:03 
I had gotten used to being with Jews.  There were no Jews in this new base.  The minute I got 
inside people started asking me questions, from where do you come?  They asked me whether  
I was Polish. I said no, I am not Polish, I am Jewish.  They said that’s not an issue, here we are all 
the same, there are no differences.  So they continued asking me questions.  From where is 
your family, what does your father do, what does your mother do.  I knew that the right thing 
to say was that my family was a workers family which is what I said. So they said, he is OK, he is 
one of us, we can rely on him. 
 
10:04 
In the evening the captain of the otriad by the name of Kapitonov conducted a conversation 
with me. He was not like the others.  He spoke to me about literature.  Later he told me that he 
was a principal of a high school. He knew a great deal of Russian literature.  I figured we would 
talk awhile and from the conversation he would get an idea who and what I am.  In any event, 
we got along well and we remained friends.  He treated me well. 
 
10:05  
Once I saw that we were friends, I was no longer lonely, I got a little more courageous, I felt 
freer and I said  to myself things will be OK.  After a week, we went out on an activity against 
the Germans in the west.  I was given a rifle.  We went about 20  kilometers to the west.  We 
shot at some Germans but we did not mount an attack they were about 100 people and we 
were no more than 20.   
 
10:06 
Once they shot at us, we ran away.  When we got back to the base, there was joy, oh we 
showed those Germans.  And that is how the time passed.  We would go out and engage 
Germans.  We would go out and come back to the base.   
 
10:07 
At the base, I also got to know a baker.  He made bread for the partisans.  From where came 
the flour to make the bread?   I was on guard duty.  A number of wagons were passing by, one 
of them had a red flag on it.  They got further into the forest.  I said halt.   I had been 
forewarned previously and told what to say.  They farmers were told to get out of the wagons, 
they were questioned.  The flour was removed from the wagon, along with potatoes.  The 
farmers were given back their wagons and that is how we had flour to make bread.   
 
10:08 
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The baker was unique among those partisans.  We became friends. With one exception, the 
baker, none of the other partisans was over 35 years old, he was 55.  He told me that he knew 
what was going on with the Jews, that they were being killed. He told me that when he joined 
the partisans, he left two children and a wife at home in Minsk, that one of his sons was in the 
red army.  So that is how I came to have another friend, in addition to the commissar.  I have 
nothing to complain about how the group treated me.  One day, it was in the winter, I was sent 
to do guard duty with two other guys.  
 
10:09 
Everything was covered in snow. There was a little hut. I had to stand guard first, from 6:00 to  
10:00 pm.  Meanwhile, the two others took potatoes and with a little stove that was in the hut 
they made baked potatoes. 
 
10:10  
It was cold, I wore a fur coat. They said to me why do you go back and forth, sit here and eat 
the baked potatoes with us.  I said no, it is forbidden, I am on guard duty.  
 
10:11 
They said, oh you are are afraid to sit.   All Jews are cowards.  The minute that I heard him say 
that all Jews are cowards, I sat down, I took one potato after the other.  It was good, warm, and 
I fell asleep. When I awoke, I felt someone beating me on the head. My gun was between my 
legs.  I said stop hitting me, if you don’t stop I will shoot.  The person hitting me quickly took my 
gun.  It was the commissar.  
 
10:12 
He said to me you fell asleep, is this how you stand guard duty!  One of the men said shoot him.  
The commissar took out his mauser from his holster and said to me to  start walking.  I thought 
that I would see a flash of light and that is how things would end for me.  
 
NEW DISC (STARTS AT 10:14) 
 
10:15 
As I stood before the commissar, I thought what can I say to him, some words came tumbling 
out of my mouth.  I said, I am the only one left of my family. He stopped, he looked at me.  He 
asked me my age, I said 19.  He asked me if I had seen the movie Chapaev. 
 
10:16 
I had seen the movie but I said no,, and I said why do you ask. He said because in that movie 
there is a scene where the watchman falls asleep while on guard, the group gets attacked and 
Chapaev gets killed.  He added that when Russians movies are shown, I must watch them and 
he ordered me to get back on duty.  He told the orderly to give me back my gun and he said 
make sure that when I have guard duty nothing like what had happened should happen again 
otherwise I would not get out of it alive.   In half an hour the commander of the brigade was 
scheduled to arrive and I had to be awake.  I thought to myself my situation was not good. 
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10:17 
I realized that there was not much that I could do about it.  I waited and waited and I heard 
people approaching.  I shouted, halt, they stopped.  I said that one of the people who were 
approaching should step forward and the others were to remain in place.  I saw a small man 
approaching, I recognized him, he was the commander of the brigade. He approached.  I said 
show me your face.  He took out a lighter, I saw his face and I said come closer.  He came closer, 
tapped me on the shoulder and said that I was a good guard. 
 
10:18 
The others who were with him also approached.  He opened up his bag and gave me a 
cigarette, I said it is forbidden to smoke while on guard duty.  He said, if I the commander gives 
you a smoke, take it.  He lit his lighter and wanted to light the cigar.  I said no, but I took the 
cigar. He said, you are a good fellow.  They left. I thought to myself, he will meet the commissar 
and then he will learn the truth.  In the morning, at the changing of the guard, they put me at a 
table where I remained by myself.   
 
10:19 
Afterwards Commissar Kapitonov came in and said that I would be on trial.  A few days passed, 
they gave me some bread and water but I wasn’t worried about food, I was more concerned 
about what would happen to me.  The guards, whom I knew, did not speak with me at all.  After 
a few days, Commissar Kapitonov came in. 
 
10:20 
He said that the trial would take place, that he was very sorry about what had happened and 
hoped that I would come out of it alive.  That evening he came to tell me that I had been 
acquitted.    
 
10:21 
He said that during the trial, the commander of the brigade, Yasinovic said that I had told him 
that the Germans had killed my entire family and that he was not about to complete the work 
that the Germans began and for that reason I needed to remain alive.  There were those that 
wanted me put to death but the commissar was against it and the commander of the brigade 
agreed with him.  
 
10:22 
Those that had wanted me to be executed were concerned about the need for discipline. The 
commissar said that there were other cases where the person on trial for failing at guard duty 
had not been executed.  They responded that at the very least I should be thrown out like what 
was done in that other case.  The Commissar said but that person was under 18 and went back 
to his home, whereas I had no place to go and that as for discipline he was a Russian not a 
German. So Kapitonov told me the whole story about the trial and then asked me how I had 
allowed myself to fall asleep while on guard duty!  
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10:23 
He added that I had actually committed two transgressions. The first one, that I sat down while 
on guard duty.  He was of the view that had I not sat down,  in all likelihood, I would not have 
fallen asleep.  I told him the story about what the guys on guard duty with me had said, that all 
Jews are cowards. He said wait a minute, I have to go out on  a raid. I will be back. He returned 
about a half hour later.  
 
10:24 
I was supposed to have been sent to jail for 10 days but when he returned approximately ten 
minutes later he said that I was a free man and that I should go with the men on the raid. They 
gave me back my gun and we left the base.  The main part of our work was to ambush  German 
suppliers. Sometimes there were Russian collaborators and Ukrainians working for the 
Germans.  
 
10:25 
I would also like to tell you that during the trial, Kapitonov was asked what he thought of what I 
had done. He told me that he had acknowledged to the tribunal that it was a serious matter, 
but that  he also told them that when I came to the partisans, I had asked for two people to 
accompany me on an action to derail a train, and that that kind of behavior shows that I had 
not come to the forest just to sit around and do nothing, that I had demonstrated that I came to 
fight.  
 
10:26 
Why am I telling you all of this? Because when I was in Narocz the situation was very difficult.  
There was tremendous anti-semitism.  It had not always been that way.  But when former 
prisoners of war who had escaped from the Germans and the Ukrainians came to the forest, 
they brought with them anti-semitism to the forest.  
 
10:27 
In addition, there were also regular anti-semites but in eastern Belarus there wasn’t 
antisemitism and I had felt myself to be an equal.  There were of course some peasant guys 
among the group  who sometimes told anti-semitic jokes but in general, I did not have a 
problem.  No one bothered me. The days past and winter arrived. The group decided that we 
would go into the villages.  
 
10:28 
I started to tell you about the raids that we would do.  The Germans had better equipment and 
more soldiers but they could not see us at night, though they could hear us.  We would crawl 
around on our stomachs and ambush them.  When we would see that we were being shot at 
from all sides and when they started to throw grenades  we would retreat but they always 
sustained casualties. 
 
10:29 
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So it was decided that we would be dispersed among the villages. There were about three to 
four partisans among the farmers.  We would be the guards.  
 
10:30 
During the evenings, there were girls.  Parties were held, dancing, accordions.  Life changed, 
there is a difference between living in the forest and living in houses, not only physically but 
also mentally.  We felt more secure in the villages. The commanders decided that there should 
be a  partisan presence in the villages in all the territories.  
 
10:31 
In actuality, all of white Belarus was free, the Germans ruled only in  the larger towns, but the 
entire area near the mountains was free.  I am speaking about the period of 1944, the winter.  
Spring approached.  In the beginning of May 1944, actually end April,  we started to hear 
rumours that the Germans would put a blockade in place.  For me that was nothing new, I had 
already lived through one German blockade so now I would live through a second one.  
 
10:32 
This time I did not have to think.  I was with a group.  We had gathered in a cemetery.  We were 
going to retreat but not without a battle. One morning at around 9:00 AM each of us took a 
position behind the headstones and we waited. The police came out too, we were able to 
identify them as policemen because they were wearing black coats. The Germans were in green 
uniform.  
 
10:33 
Between the forest and the cemetery there was an open space of about 800 meters. On the left 
was a small forest. When they advanced about 500 meters we attacked with guns and mortars.  
They began to retreat. They retreated to the forest and there was a pause in the battle. There 
was  
silence.  
 
10:34 
From my position I took a look around and I thought that if they went into the forest on the left 
they would be able to surround us because the small forest windes around so that they would 
be able to encircle us and attack. I approached the commander and told him what I thought 
could happen.  He looked and said, you are right.   
 
10:35 
He said we need to send two people to the small forest to check it out and see if the Germans 
were trying to encircle us.  He continued and said that I should be one of the two men and t he 
would send another person to go with me. I had interfered because there was one thing that 
scared me to death and that was falling into the hands of the Germans.  He sent me a partisan 
by the name of Zuskow to accompany me. We crawled through the open space on our 
stomachs so that the Germans would not see us and we made it to the small forest. We had to 
go about another half a kilometer.  
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10:36 
Suddenly, we heard hoofbeats.  We sat down on the ground behind the trees.  We saw a 
partisan on horseback.  He got off his horse and sat down too.  He asked us where we were 
going.  When we told him, he said you are crazy you will fall into the hands of the Germans.  Go 
back, I am the last person between you and the Germans.  I said we cannot go back we have an 
order to follow. 
 
10:37 
We got to the edge of the forest and I told him to look to the right and I would will look to the 
left.  Initially, Zuskow was behind me by about 10 meters.  After a few minutes, I looked back 
and was not able to see him.  Then I saw him about 20 meters behind.  I said what is the matter 
with  you, you are supposed to be on the lookout, why are you behind me.  He did not answer, 
he was afraid.  Suddenly, we heard the sounds of battle behind us.   
 
10:38 
The commander had told me that we were to remain out there until he told us otherwise.  But 
we heard the shots getting closer to our right and we knew that momentarily they would be 
very close to us. I did not know what to do.  I was about to tell Zuskow that we needed to get 
out of there, but I looked around and realized that he had run away.  I was by myself and  the 
shots were right near me.  I decided to go back to the cemetery.  
 
10:39 
When I got there, I did not see anyone.  The spot where the cook had left a kettle was empty, 
the horses were gone, I said to myself, they are gone, where should I look for them. A mortar 
had landed there. Since I heard shooting from my right I thought to myself that is probably 
where they were and that I should go there.  
 
10:40 
I walked towards the sound of the battle.  I walked on a path that was there.  I looked and saw 
the commissar,  the commander of the brigade and his orderly and three horses tied to a 
nearby tree. I realized that I had found them but I immediately ran away from them.   
 
10:41 
I did not want them to think that I had left the scene of the battle, they did not know the full 
story.  I quickly ran to where I had heard the shots. I started crawling around  and saw figures 
among the trees.  I knew that they were partisans.  I approached one of them and I said where 
is the commander, he pointed about 100 meters away.   
 
10:42 
I crawled to the commander. When I got to the commander he saw me he said, oh I had 
forgotten to come and get you, he said where is the other guy.  I said I don’t know, he ran away.  
He said that is a lie.  You ran away and you left him there.  I said why would I lie to you about 
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such a thing.  He said go back there, find him and bring him here.  I said why should I go back 
when I know that he will not be there.  
 
10:43 
I added that if you insist that I go back there, send someone with me so that he can confirm 
that Zuskov is not there because it’s clear to me that you don’t believe what I am telling you. He 
said OK.  When we arrived at the cemetery the man who had been sent to accompany me said, 
why should we endanger ourselves, I am prepared to say to the commander that he was not 
there. I said no, you are to accompany me to the place where I had last seen him. I went first, 
he was behind me about 100 meters behind me.  I called out to him.  He said let’s go back.  We 
went back to the commander and he reported that Zuskow was not there.  
 
10:44 
The commander accepted it and we remained there to wait out the battle.  When the fighting 
stopped we went back to the village.  There was Zuskow, he had run away to the village! He 
came  back with us.  No one reprimanded him.  The Germans sent airplanes.  We  began to 
retreat.  The Germans bombed us. 
 
10:45 
One time it was awful.  They came upon us suddenly.  They were shooting and also using 
mortars. We had been given orders to go into the forest and take cover between the trees.  I 
ran about 5 meters from the path and hid under a tree. I did not like the looks of the tree, so I 
moved to a different tree.  
 
10:46 
I heard shouting directed at me but I did not fully hear what I was being told. A few minutes 
later I realized that there was  a German about 10 meters away telling me not to move. I waited 
for the noise to die down.  Who was he?  Four German soldiers had left the German army and 
joined the partisans, he was one of them.    
 
10:47 
We had been 500 people, 80 were dead and there were also many wounded. Someone came 
over to me and said Mishka, go take a look, Klemenzuk has been killed. When we were in the 
forest we had become friends, I was young and he was 55, I liked his stories and his character, 
he baked bread in the camp.  After guard duty I would go to him and he would give me a piece 
of fresh, hot bread and tell me stories.  
 
10:48 
One of the things that he once told me was that he had a feeling that he would not survive the 
war.  I said nonsense why do you have such thoughts but he was insistent on that point and he 
told me a story about a man who could not escape his fate. Now that I was told to  take a look 
my heart hurt me.  I thought, how strange is  life. We continued walking without even burying 
them.  
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10:49 
We were not far from the Byerazino (Berezino) river. There were swamps, it was difficult to 
pass, those with horses had to leave them.  We were walking and in front of us I saw a group of 
partisans walking towards us.  One commander asked the other, where are  you going?  Each 
one said that they were running away from the Germans.  What was strange to me about the 
exchange was that both groups claimed to be running away from the Germans.  
 
10:50 
We arrive at the Byerazino, it was difficult to cross but we found a way using trees though they 
were very slippery and not tied together.  One man slipped and he could not be freed.  
 
10:51 
Overhead, German planes were flying.  The commander ordered us return to the other side of 
the river.  Meanwhile, planes were shooting from overhead but during a lull we crossed.  
 
10:52 
The situation was terrible.  The commanders said that we needed to split into small groups and 
each group should try to get away on its own.  I was with a group of six and a commander.    
 
10:53 
We met a group of civilians, families, women and children too.  When they heard that there 
was a blockade they ran to the forest because the Germans would burn down the houses with 
the civilians in them.They were walking in a different direction. Our group’s commander 
became ill.  He said that he could no longer go on.  He had a high fever.  Among the civilians he 
found some family members.  He stayed with them.  
 
10:54 
 So I remained with the group of 5 partisans:  2 were Russian, 1 was Belarus, 1 Ukraine and 1 
Pole. Along the way we met someone who said that he had just run away from the Germans 
after having been captured. He told us that when the Germans walk they continue to shoot, 
they  walk in rows of 3.  The first row takes prisoners, the second does what they want, and the 
third kills.  He was caught by the first row.  He escaped when they passed through the forest.  
 
10:55 
In the morning we heard sporadic shooting from all sides.  When he heard the shots, he said 
that they were nearly upon us and he  ran away.  We remained, what were we supposed to do. 
The others in my group said that they would surrender to the Germans.  I said not me.  
 
10:56 
They said don’t worry, we will not tell them that you are a Jew.  They were under the 
impression that they would be sent to work in Germany.  To me that was just a story.   
 
10:57 
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They said that we should throw away our guns so that no one would think that we were 
partisans. I did not want to throw away my gun.  They said if you are not prepared to do that 
than leave us. That is what I did.  I walked about 200 meters and sat down.  The area was 
swampy, there was shooting all around me.  I decided that if I would die, I would die among the 
others but I would not surrender myself alive to the Germans. I had a grenade, if worse came to 
worst, I would detonate the grenade. So I went back to them but they did not know that I had a 
grenades.  
 
10:58 
We started to walk back.  We met the sick commander.  He asked us what we had done with 
our guns. We told him.  He said that we should not have done that, that it was humiliating to 
have done that. He still had his gun even though he was ill. Suddenly, we heard shots about 100 
meters away. Everyone started running away from the shots.   
 
10:59 
One of the civilian children started to run after the partisans, he was a relative of the sick 
commander.  His father called out to him asking him where he was running.  He said he wanted 
to be with the partisans.  I told him not to go with them. In all the noise and confusion they 
were running away from the shots.  The commander said that we should run in a direction 
parallel to the shots.   
 
11:00 
So I went with them.  Since the commander was ill I held his gun for him. A few minutes later, 
from the direction towards which the group had run, we heard a barrage of shots.  The group 
and the boy, the relative of the commander that had run after the group of partisans, were all 
killed.  Suddenly, more shots, from all sides.  Everyone got scared.  The uncle of the wounded 
commander said that we had to separate.  I stayed with the wounded commander.  He walked 
with great difficulty.  
 
11:01 
I put him under a tree.  The tree hid us well.  When we heard the shots and the screaming I said 
that we should go into the swamp.  I helped him to enter the swamp. When he was at knee 
level he said that he was unable to continue and that I had to get him out of there. 
 
11:02 
I said OK I will go in by myself. The swamp was a combination of swampy water and regular 
water.  When I entered up to knee level, I suddenly felt a current of icy water.  It was so cold I 
thought that my heart would stop beating. I got out in a hurry. That is when I understood why 
the commander could not take it.  It was the beginning of May so the water in the swamp was 
still frozen.  
 
 
11:03 
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We remained under the tree, in the afternoon rain started falling. The rain got stronger.  
Suddenly, we heard people talking.  They were Germans, I did not know what they were saying.  
They were 20 meters from us.  They spoke for a few minutes together than suddenly they left. 
The firing diminished and the day was over. .   
 
11:04 
The night was very cold.  We kept each other warm using the other’s body heat.  In the morning 
we got up from under the tree, we warmed up a bit.  We decided to return to the base.  I had to 
drag him.  Suddenly, I heard a Russian woman shouting, “My son,  my son, where are you?”  
 
11:05 
Because of all that had transpired she had gone crazy.  I asked her what had happened. She told 
me that the day before she had left her five year old son under a tree and that she could no 
longer locate the exact spot where she had left him and that she must find him. I told her that 
she should come with us but she refused.  She went on her way and we continued to walk. We 
went about a kilometer, suddenly I saw a little boy under a tree, he was face down so I thought 
he was dead.  I turned him over and he opened his eyes.  
 
11:06 
I said what are you doing here, he said my Mom left me here yesterday and told me not to 
move  that she would come back for me.  I said come with us, he refused, he said that he was 
not moving.  There was nothing that I could do, I had the commander with me so we left the 
child there.  Had the Mom come with us, she would have met him. What happened with them I 
don’t know. We continued on our way.  We were about a  kilometer away from the base, the 
area near the civilians where we had been staying, when Pretzke, the commander said to me 
that he could no longer continue.  
 
11:07 
He said that he could not walk.  I told him that I would return to the base and if I found people 
there I would ask them to come with me and that we would get back to him. He agreed and I 
headed back to the base. I saw his uncle sitting with other people.  They told me that it 
appeared that the blockade was over.   
 
11:08 
I told the commander’s uncle that he was not far and that we should go back for him.  They 
refused.  I thought  that he  had lost his mind and I asked him how he could think of leaving a 
sick man behind by himself. He took off the rags that had been wrapped around his feet. His  
feet were a mess, there was no more skin on  his toes, I was frightened by what I saw.  I realized 
that he could not go back for the commander. So I went back for him.  I walked slowly, a few 
meters at a time.    
 
11:09 
He was sitting under a tree.  He did not want food or water. He was completely white.  The 
night passed and in the morning he asked for water.  I wiped his lips with water. The truth is 
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that we did not have water. The way that I drank was I filled up my hat with swamp water.  The 
hat was supposed to filter the water but it really did not do the job properly.    
 
11:10 
The others cooked some greens that they found in the forest and gave me some, there was not 
much to eat.  I ate the cooked soup from the greens that were given to me. By the afternoon, 
he was better, during the night the crisis had passed, he had typhus.  
 
11:11 
We remained there about five days. He recovered, he wanted to return to the partisan base. 
One night we heard wagons and the sound of people talking. We went to a high point  to look 
what was going on.  We saw that  many Germans retreating.  
 
11:12 
We finally arrived at the base.  The first person that I saw was the commander of my otriad, he 
was very pleased that I had survived though he asked me about my missing weapon. I told him 
what had happened but he reassured me that there was no reason to be concerned, that the 
main thing was that I had survived and that I would get another gun. The partisans had already 
begun their actions from behind enemy lines.   
 
11:13 
Everyone started talking about how they had managed during the blockade.  There was a story 
that a whole brigade had passed without a shot being fired. There were those who wanted to 
break the blockade.  At night 500 armed partisans went out to attack the Germans but the 
Germans had mortars and mines and very few partisans survived.  During one of those night 
battles, a partisan, Rodionov, was killed.  He had been the leader of a group that initially 
defected and fought for the Germans but in 1943 he and his unit switched backed and rejoined 
the partisans.  Notwithstanding his earlier defection, nothing had been done to him.  
 
DISC XI begins at 11:15 
 
11:15 
We were at the base, some of the partisans went out on operations, I remained at  the base, 
Pretzke, the commander improved a bit.   
 
11:16 
Our mood after the blockade was low because there were  many casualties.  But the war 
continued so we had to go on with what we were told to do.  After a few days, on May 15, a 
partisan came over to me and said Mishka do you know that a Red Army unit is at our base.  I 
went there and out came a Red Army captain with two other soldiers.  They looked at us and 
we looked at them as if the Messiah had arrived.  
 
11:17 
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We sat in our tents and were under the impression that the Red Army would enter and our 
days in the partisans would end.  Early in the evening, three halftracks entered the base and 
their commander spoke to our commanders.  
 
11:18 
We were outside, when they came out  and we spoke.  The commander asked me, Mishka do 
you know the way to Pleshchenitsy.   When I said yes he told me to get on the half track and 
show the Red Army  how to get there. I led them through the paths in the forests, it was 
difficult to get through. 
 
11:19 
It took us all night until we arrived at a fork in the road.  The  commander wanted to go to the 
right, I said no, we have to go straight.  He said  but the map shows that we have to go right, 
take a look.  I said that leads to a dead end but if we continue straight eventually the road will 
wind to the right.  He listened to me.  
 
11:20 
Just before dawn we got to the edge of the forest. In front of us was a field and about a 
kilometer after that was a road, that was the road to  Pleshchenitsy. We saw lots of Germans on 
the road, thousands, with all kinds of vehicles.  They were retreating.  The commander gave an 
order to advance forward.  The half tracks began moving quickly, guns blazing.   
 
11:21 
There were 6 of us on one of the halftracks. For the first time I saw the German army, not just a 
small band that would attack the partisans but an army. They started to fire on us but they saw 
that they would lose and they started running away.   
 
11:22 
When I saw the Germans running away, my whole world changed.  I, as a Jew, and as a boy 
having seen what they did in the ghetto, here they are running away,  armed soldiers, and I 
realized that they are not so strong, naturally against unarmed Jews they had appeared strong, 
but  I saw that they did not look strong at all!  I had not even fired my gun when one of the 
commanders said to me, partisan, why are you not shooting?  I roused myself from my stupor 
and started shooting.  
 
11:23 
When I saw the Germans running away I recalled the beginning of the war when I saw 100 
Russians running away from two armed Germans and now in front of my eyes of Germans were 
running away from three halftracks. We got on the road and the commander said let’s get to 
Pleshchenitsy, that was supposed to be the meeting point.  We had to be ready to do battle 
because we did not know whether the Germans would attack at Pleshchenitsy. When we got to 
the outskirts, it was quiet, we were ordered to move forward, we moved forward and met 
some civilians who told us that all of the Germans had fled.  
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11:24 
So the commander told me  that my mission was over and that I could return to the partisans.  
We parted and I returned to the partisan base, I arrived there the next morning.  Along the way, 
I met units of the Red Army.  They had artillery.  The soldiers sat on top of the artillery pieces.   
 
11:25 
The soldiers were hungry.  The commander said that they would stop for half an hour but the 
soldiers said that they had already gone many kilometers and that they needed to rest for a few 
hours.  The commander said that the their troops  might be facing the enemy and that perhaps 
they would need support from the artillery and therefore they should proceed for another 10 
kilometers.  One of the soldiers told me that the commander had already given that speech a 
few times since the day before, and that this was about the 10th time that he had said the 
same thing.  
 
11:26 
Suddenly, there were German planes in the sky.  We quickly moved to the side of the road. A 
bomb hit one of the vehicles or near the vehicle, it caught fire.  The commander ordered the 
men to get the cannon unhitched from the vehicle  that was on fire and then the ammunition.  I 
thought to myself what kind of an order was that, the whole thing could explode. The first thing 
that they did was unhitch the cannon, they started to remove the ammunition but suddenly the 
vehicle exploded. We were sitting on the side of the road.  What can I say, in war things don’t 
always go smoothly even when you are advancing there are still injuries.  
 
11:27 
During another incident,  I saw a unit walking.  Suddenly, another unit came by but they were in 
vehicles.  The commander of the walkers said to the unit in the vehicles, get out of the vehicles 
we need them.  I had never seen anything like that, one group giving orders to and interfering 
with another but I heard the commander say that he could not allow his men to become tired 
because they were going to fight so they had to be rested.  
 
11:28 
I asked them where they were going and was told to Vilna, that they needed to be there on July 
5.   When I returned to the base I was told that we have to get to Minsk because Minsk was 
already liberated and that is where all the partisans were gathering.  
 
11:29 
It took a few days until we arrived near Minsk.  We rested in a field near the forest. I was 
ordered to bring pails of water for the cook.  I started walking but I felt not well, my head was 
spinning to the point that I could not continue, so I turned back.  
 
11:30 
The commander was surprised by my speedy return and that I had not brought back water as I 
had been ordered.  I told him that I did not feel well. A nurse immediately took my 
temperature, I had a high fever and had to go to the hospital.  Two partisans took me to Minsk 
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to the Red Army army hospital that was there.  Minsk had already been liberated. The doctor 
said that I had typhus.  Apparently, I caught it from Pretzke.  I was in the hospital for about a 
month part of the time in quarantine.  
 
11:31 
When I got better, I was conscripted into the Red Army. That was the end of my experiences 
with the Partizanka. However, I would like to add something that I think is noteworthy at least 
in my eyes.    
 
11:32 
In 1944, when we, the partisans, were still in the forest the partisans had a strong connection to 
what they referred to as the Big Earth, meaning the area beyond the frontier.  Planes would 
arrive with equipment and newspapers and take out the wounded.  It was a normal fixed 
connection.   
The captain would get the newspaper, Pravda, and in the evening about 40- 50 partisans would 
be seated in a circle, and the captain would go through the paper and read the news aloud.  
 
11:33 
The first thing that he would read aloud was Stalin’s daily order.  When  he finished that piece, 
he would leaf through the newspaper and announce that now we will read an article by Ilya 
Ehrenburg. I had heard of Ilya Ehrenburg already in the ghetto.  In fact, his name would be 
mentioned in the German newspaper that we would periodically receive. 
 
11:34 
If we speak about spiritual weapons, he was the absolute most deadly weapon against the 
Germans.  He was viciously anti-German. After the Captain read us the article, for us it was 
uplifting, it lifted the spirits and increased morale.  It justified why we had to fight against the 
fascists. I saw with my own eyes how uplifting his articles were, and how that lead to a desire to 
sacrifice oneself in the fight against the Germans.  If Stalin was the supreme commander of the 
military then Ehrenburg was the soul.  
 
11:35 
No other journalist could reach  his level, he had no equal. For me it was especially comforting 
to know that he was a Jew, and in all his articles he mentioned Jews.  
 
 
11:36 
He even mentioned in his articles that the German war against the Jews was the cruelest of all 
and that therefore we Jews have to be in the first row in the war against the Germans. Once I 
was discharged from the Partisans I started to think about my friends and acquaintances and 
what had happened to them.  
 
11:37 
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But I could not pursue that avenue because I was in the army though I wrote letters to my 
town.  At one point, I was told that I had a visitor, it was my sister, she came to visit me. That is 
how I knew that she was alive.  She told me what had gone on in Narocz after the blockade, it 
was an emotional meeting, she and I were the only ones from our family to survive. Afterwards, 
I met a friend in Minsk, from the partisans, we had left the ghetto in Vilna together.  
 
11:38 
I started to recall my friends with whom I had passed those days, each one had his own story.  
That is all I have to say about my role during the war. 
 
11:39 
When I encountered the boy in the forest he said that he had been told by his mother not to 
move and to wait for her and it would have been impossible for me to try to find his mother 
and reunite them under the jungle like conditions that we found ourselves.  
 
11:40 
It would be like searching for a needle in a haystack. Also, I was with Pretzke who was very sick 
who could barely walk.  I could not even consider leaving him alone, it wasn’t even in my head.   
It is very sad. 
 
11:41 
 Don’t think that I don’t think about what happened there from time to time but things like that 
happen during a war.  There are times when people don’t do what they are supposed to do. 
Sometimes, there are situations when people are focused on only one thing, on themselves and 
those closest to them.  Today, I see things differently, sharper and I understand it better.   
 
11:42 
Similarly, when my friends and I left the Svencionys ghetto, there were two brothers who 
wanted to go with us and I said no because the decision had been made that we don’t take 
anyone with us.  Afterwards, I learned that a few weeks later that they were  killed in Ponary 
(Paneriai) , they were running away and were shot.  That is the same kind of sad story.  
Sometimes, life does not go the way it is supposed to.  
 
11:43 
Sometimes, the situations are so tense, it is difficult to think things through fully. Afterwards, 
one sees the results.  Sometimes, there are things that I experienced and did automatically, but 
after tens of years I understand what I did.  When I did them they were subconscious acts.  
 
11:44 
We did not have time to think or reflect, we were always under tension and pressure and many 
times we did not get to select the time and place, we were told now move, now do this.  
Personally, before an action, I would became tense, not afraid but tense.  
 
11:45 
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In those kinds of tense situations it is very difficult to think things through.  Also, I was not 
involved in deliberations no one asked me, I was not an officer, I was not a commander, I was a 
simple partisan soldier. Only when I was involved with getting in and out of the ghetto was I 
responsible for my actions.  Today, there are things that I would do differently. 
 
11:46 
For example, getting the Jews out of the ghetto.  I should not have listened to the FPO that 
refused to get people out of the ghetto.  I should have done more to get more people involved 
in the operation.  I did what I personally was able to do and it had results but more could have 
been done.   
 
11:47  
It was a situation that was not normal, it was very cruel, we were fighting against  the Germans. 
We as Jews lost the war against the Germans, the Jews paid too much in the second world war, 
that is why it’s called a Holocaust.   
 
11:48 
For us the Second World War is not a victory.  Let’s hope that the world has changed and will be 
better. That’s it.  
 
11:49 
When I was freed from the Red Army  and saw how the Germans retreated almost to Warsaw 
which was 600 kilometers away, everyone knew that the German army was finished and that 
they had lost the war.  
 
11:50 
True, that was at the time of Normandy and the war still went on,  but we realized that 
Germany was finished.  Yes, the Jews had lost, but as for the others, they could breathe easier 
because they saw that what they had dreamt about had come to be.  
 
11:51 
That knowledge gave them the hope for a new life.  At the moment of liberation, I thought that 
I would continue fighting but I was not in the front lines, we were a rear guard unit.  
 
11:52  
There came a time when I went to Bialystock, in 1945.  I had heard that Jews were already 
leaving the army and others were trying to get to Israel, some to the US, some to other 
countries, but many had come to the conclusion that there was only one place for the Jews and 
that was Israel.   
 
 
11:53 
I went to the synagogue to find Jews. This was in 1945 after the war had ended but I was not 
discharged yet.   I met some Jews at the synagogue, we spoke. And they said to me, you have to 
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come here, you are a Jew, why are you with the Red Army, take off those clothes, burn your 
uniform, we will give you other clothes.  
 
11:54 
And with those other clothes you will be able to go wherever you want, but don’t stay with the 
Red Army because you will not have an opportunity to go to Israel or anyplace else. It was 
tempting, but I was not prepared to be a deserter of an army that had given so much to defeat 
the Germans, I would not be a traitor.  And so I did not desert, I continued to serve until I was 
discharged.  
 
11:55 
For someone who was born in Poland I could have left Russia and gone to Poland and from 
there go wherever I wanted.  I was in the Polish Embassy in Moscow.  I served in Moscow for 
one and half years. I was told that according to the agreement that Poland had with the 
Russians, I could legally leave and that the necessary papers would be sent to my unit.  
 
11:56 
The papers were supposed to arrive within two weeks. I waited and waited but I did not get the 
documents. While I was in training I and another three soldiers received a notice to report to 
the base in Moscow.  
 
11:57 
When I arrived at the base in  Moscow I saw hundreds of soldiers.  I asked them where they 
were going, the  told me to the Far East.  The three others who were with me assumed that we 
were going to be sent to the Far East too.  I figured that because I had asked to be sent to 
Poland, I was being sent to the Far East and that I could forget all about going to Poland.  At one 
time, prior to arriving in Moscow with the other 3 soldiers and under the assumption that we 
were going to be transferred to the Far East, I had a meeting with an officer from the NKVD in 
Moscow.  The unit inI  which I serving at the time was an NKVD unit, a chemical engineering 
unit.  
 
11:58 
He told me that the papers from Poland had indeed arrived but they were sent to him first  and 
that is why I had been summoned to  Moscow.  When we met for the first time, he said to me 
why don’t you forget about going to Poland, we will provide you with schooling. 
 
11:59 
Why was the offer extended to me? I think  it was because when the soldiers were supposed to 
go to sleep at 11:00 pm, I would go to the library and read until  2:00 or 3:00 AM. The duty 
officer didn’t care, I would get up at 6:00 AM and do what I supposed to do so there was no 
problem. Maybe that information found its way to the officer in Moscow. But what I had in my 
head was  that all other nations have a land so should the Jews.  
  
12:00 
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So I told the officer that I did not want to go to Poland to be with the Poles that there was 
nothing there for me, that I wanted to go to Poland so that I could make my way to Palestine.  
He did not say anything.  So now that I was meeting him again I assumed that it was because I 
had let him know that I wanted to go to Palestine.   
 
12:01   
I asked  him  if I was being sent to the Far East because I had indicated that I want to go to 
Palestine.  He said  let me try to find out additional information.  He made a phone  call..  When 
he got off the phone he said that my name was not on the list of those that were being sent to 
the Far East.  I said but 4 of us got a notice to report to Moscow and they are going to the Far 
East so I assumed that I would be heading there as well.  He said no.  So I asked why was I called 
to come here? He said the truth is that he was the one who had  called to get me to come to 
Moscow.  
 
12:02 
Once again he tried to convince me to learn and that the army would take care of me.  But he 
could not convince me.  He said that he would not be able to discharge me because the law 
that applies to NKVD troops is not the same as what applies to other units. 
 
12:03 
I said how could that be?  He said if I tell you that is the case you can rely on what I am telling 
you, but that he would try to help me get a discharge. He asked me if I had ever been ill. I said 
no but I had typhus while I was with the partisans and afterwards I had dysentery.  He said that 
he would order a medical checkup and we would see what would happen.   He made a call, a 
major came in  and the officer said to have my physical condition checked.  Meanwhile, I should 
go back to the base and not worry. 
 
12:04 
A few days later I met someone from my unit. She asked me what kind of connections did I 
have with the doctor that I had seen. I said none.  She said, I don’t get it, to me it sounded like 
they want to discharge you from the army and in fact that is what happened.  
 
12:05 
The officer from Moscow told me OK you are discharged, now you can go wherever you want  
to go.  After I was liberated, I did not have the desire to take revenge on the Germans. 
 
12:06 
I viewed the defeat of Germany as both a victory against Germany as well as revenge for what 
they had done. I, personally, was satisfied by the victory part.  I can’t explain it to you because I 
know that there are others who believe that the Germans needed to be punished.  
 
12:07 
There is a Russian saying.  After being stung you don’t waive your arms around. If there really 
was a need to take revenge on the Germans, than in my eyes fighting the Germans was 
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revenge.  Those who fought against the Germans did their share.  I wrote my book, Ghetto and 
Forest which you probably read.  In my book, I wrote about  an incident that happened to Beryl 
Yochai, when he went out on an ction.  He found a Jewish married couple with a child, and he 
told them that there will come a time when the Germans will live like they (the couple) were 
living at the time, like mice, where they would not be able to reveal their real names, who they 
were and what they did, and would have to hide and their children would have to lie and that 
they would live a lie.  
 
12:08 
I am the kind of person that thinks that if someone has to change his name, hide and conceal a 
cruel past, I don’t view such a person as a human being, they are like  mice like some of the 
Jews in hiding.  I don’t know if people should be judged or not but people like that cannot be 
judged because you can only judge a person, a human being, but I don’t view someone like that 
as a human being.  
 
12:09 
Revenge will not bring back all of the sacrifices that took place.  As I said, to me the war was 
both a victory over Germany as well as revenge for what they had done. It was a victory over 
Germany because that is what millions had been dreaming about all during those terribly cruel 
years of the war, that was achieved, and to me that is satisfying. If you are talking about Jew 
haters and people who hate humanity, I don’t see the Germans today as a threat to the Jews.  
 
12:10 
The greatest enemies of the Jews today are the Arab countries, the Palestinians, not the 
Germans.  If there are incidents today that remind us of the days before Hitler came to power, I 
don’t believe that a second Hitler could rise again in Germany realistically speaking.  Fascism is 
possible, but it would not be like in the days of Hitler.  
 
12:11 
I view the fascism that arose under Hitler as a unique phenomenon in history.  Today, if there is 
cruelty in the world, even terrible cruelty, people are still the same people. I say to myself, the 
Russians before the Revolution, everyone was for the Revolution, communism and socialism 
and they had the Revolution.   But I ask myself, the character of the Russian people, the day 
after the Revolution, was it any different than before the Revolution? 
 
12:12 
But the lessons of WWII that the the French, British and the Americans learned, they made 
many sacrifices and I don’t believe that they will forget the sacrifices that they made.  So 
therefore, I don’t think that what happened can happen again in the same way that it 
happened before. I just don’t believe it. One frightening thing that happened occurred during 
the Gulf war, when the Iraqis fired missiles against us, true it was like a drizzle, not even that, 
but the rest of the world remained silent.  
12:13 
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No one got up and said that a man like Saddam Hussein, who can fire missiles against an 
innocent population, women and children, needs to be tried and judged as a war criminal; that 
was not done and it’s very sad.  I remember once when I was in the US, in California, in LA.   
I was walking with a lawyer, a friend of my daughter.  He said, Moshe let’s go into the 
Wiesenthal Center. 
 
12:14 
To this day Simon Wiesenthal is occupied with the Germans who sinned, the murderers and he 
wants to put them put on trial.  I don’t think that he is doing it for reasons of revenge but rather 
in the name of justice, to do justice.  
 
12:15 
The lawyer friend asked my opinion. He was of the view that they must be prosecuted so that 
justice will be done.  I said to him that the world does not operate according to justice, but 
according to interests.   
 
DISC XII OF XII BEGINS AT 12:17 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
12:17 
I already spoke about the commander of my unit, Pietke, how we hid behind a tree and when 
we saw the Germans about 20 meters from us, one thing I knew with certainty was that I would 
not allow myself to fall into their hands alive.   
 
12:18 
I had a grenade.  I took it out. Pietke said but if you release the pin you will kill me too!  I told 
him so move out of its range. He said OK what will be will be.  Luckily, it was raining and they 
moved away. The next morning we returned to base.  

 
12:19 
I already spoke about the woman we had met who was looking for her son.  I also told them 
about having seen the child and that he refused to come with us and how we entered the 
village and I asked some of the men to help me carry Pietke who was in a bad way and could 
not continue walking because of his legs.  His toes were without skin, all red.  I went back to get 
him.  
 
12:20 
When I managed to get him out of the forest, I sat down to rest. I took off my shoes and the 
rags that covered my feet.  My toes had been burning.  Now that I took off my socks I saw that I 
too did not have skin on my toes.  In truth, we had been living in filth, without food for two 
weeks, drinking swamp water, my toes thereafter healed without any medication and without 
becoming infected, that is a mystery to me. That is something that doctors have to figure out.  
 
12:21 
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I would like to mention a discussion that I had with Alexander Bogen when we were in the Vilna 
ghetto.  At that time,  it was clear to me and some of my friends that Germany was going to 
lose the war but meanwhile the Jews were still being cruelly persecuted.  He was of the view 
that under the circumstances every Jew who could get out of Vilna and go to the forest was  a 
good idea.  
 
12:22 
As for the partisans, he said that one partisan fighting the Germans is doing much more than  
20,000 people living in the ghetto. We also spoke in the forest about the bad behavior of the 
Russian commanders of the partisans in the forests towards the Jews who made it to the forest 
from Vilna.  
 
12:23  
He said to me,  you know they are paving the way towards Palestine.  That influenced me 
greatly.  It caused me to change my way of thinking about the need for the Jews to have a state 
of their own, and that Zionism was correct.  One of the Jews from Vilna who made it to the 
forest from the FPO was a man named Moshe Brause.  He came with his wife.  
 
12:24 
Not only was he in the FPO, he had also served in the Jewish police in Vilna, he was a sargent.  
He knew that I was from Svencionys.  Of course it was clear that when Gens came to empty the 
ghetto of Svencionys, he was doing it pursuant to a command from the Germans. He said that 
he would go with the Jews that were supposed to be transported to Kovno because the people 
were afraid and did not believe that they were going to Kovno. 
 
12:25 
He said that he, along with five policemen went with Gens to the train station to continue 
onwards to Kovno. Weiss, a Gestapo officer, came over and said you cannot go with them.  
Gens saw that in fact the train would not be going to Kovno but rather to Ponar.  Gens said to 
Weiss, the Gestapo officer, you deceived me. Weiss laughed at him.  
 
12:26 
Gens took out his pistol and said to Weiss, if you don’t follow the instructions of what you had 
told me, I will shoot you.  Weiss said, if you kill me, you will not only kill all the people who are 
here, but also the 20,000 people that are in the ghetto. Gens said to Weiss, at the very least 
release those who you said were supposed to go to Vilna otherwise I will shoot you.  Weiss 
agreed.  
 
12:27 
Those that were to go to Vilna were released and arrived in Vilna, about 2000 people.  Brause 
told me this.  Immediately after the Vilna group was released, Weiss ordered the arrest of Gens 
and the Jewish police and they were taken to  the Lukiszki prison in Vilna. They put them in a 
cell, no beds, nothing, cement floors.  He said that Gens cried like a baby.  
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12:28 
In the morning Brause told me that they were released and sent into the ghetto.  When I tell 
this episode, no one believes me but I did not invent Moshe Brause, people know that he 
existed.  He and his wife died during the blockade. After he died, Professor Levin told me that if 
you have someone who is a witness and that person dies, it’s a problem.  I don’t understand the 
reasoning, if today I am alive and I say something that was true while I was alive how does it 
become not true after the person dies.  
 
12:29 
I don’t know to whom else Brause spoke about the incident.  He told it to me in person.  I spoke 
with many people in person, Glazman, Mirka Ganonsky a girl who had been in the FPO.  
 
12:30 
I read a book where the author also said that Gens had been arrested and spent the night in 
prison.  I don’t know the author personally, I never spoke to the author. 
 
12:31 
There were people who were policeman.  I wasn’t. No one can say that.   There are others who 
were policemen, some known and some not known.  
 
12:31 
I am speaking about this incident because there are those who accuse Gens of being a 
collaborator and of having helped the Germans kill Jews.   
 
12:32 
They may be right that Gens did bad things and was responsible for the death of others.  But, if 
there is a trial there are two sides to every story and everyone tells it from their own 
perspective. I know that he did good things too and therefore when I know of something good 
that he did, I find it important to talk about those incidences too.  
 
12:33 
In my book I wrote about this incident involving Gens.  I once spoke with Antek Zuckerman  and 
told him about the incident with Gens.  He said how can it have happened. In all of captured 
Europe it never happened that a Jew would raise a pistol to a German.  But I think that if you 
analyze Gens’ personality you will see that he had that kind of courage.  
 
12:34 
He had a much better chance of being able to escape from the ghetto than others.  He did not 
wear a Star of David, he had friends among the Lithuanian soldiers. The story is even told that 
when Gens was summoned to be dismissed, the same Weiss who Gens had threatened told him 
not to go to that meeting, but Gens went anyway.  In my eyes, that incident with other 
incidents of his behavior in the ghetto, including identifying Wittenberg to the Germans, sealed 
his death sentence. 
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12:35 
I say this because had he escaped to the forest the Jews would have killed him.  Why?  I know 
of an incident that happened in Rudnitsker that four Jewish policemen from the Vilna ghetto 
were killed.  But neither the Lithuanians nor the  Russian partisans knew who was a policeman, 
therefore someone from the Jews must have informed on them.  
 
12:36 
It’s clear therefore that if Gens would have escaped to the forest and would have been in their 
hands, the first thing that they would have done would be to inform on him. So the fact that he 
went to the meeting even though Weiss told him not to do it might be because he preferred 
not to be known to have died as a traitor at the hands of the Jews, but as a Jew who died at the 
hands of the Germans. Because to run away, to escape, to hide, he always could have done and 
he could have had help had he decided to escape.  
 
12:37 
He did not abandon a sinking ship. That is the incident of Gens at the train station.  
 
12:38 
When I first arrived in Israel, the attitude towards the Jewish police and the Judenrat was all 
black and that they were traitors.  It was only with the passage of time that the attitude 
gradually changed a bit when people started to investigate how things were, what happened.  
 
12:39 
For the most part, the Jewish policemen helped me.  I wrote about it in my book and also about 
Gens.  
 
12:40 
Glazman suspected that I was responsible for the ambush that happened to Glazman’s group as 
they were leaving the ghetto.   
 
12:41 
But I told them that I had not even known that the Glazman group was leaving.  So Glazman 
told me go to Yurgis and tell him my story, which means to me that someone had told Yurgis 
something entirely different.  
 
12:42 
In the Narocz Forest,  a group arrived from the Vilna ghetto.  Among them was a policeman, 
Margolis.  He was the person who said to me when I was in jail in the ghetto and being beaten, 
listen young man, it will go better for you if  you tell them what they want to hear.  So when he 
came to the forest a few guys came to me and said you know Moshe, Margolis is here, now you 
can get your revenge.  
 
12:43 
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Had I gone and told the appropriate people among the partisans that Margolis was a Jewish 
policeman and that he had me beaten, it would not have been a big deal for them to kill him, it 
would not have been a problem at all.  
 
12:44 
I said to myself, here are fellow Jews telling me to turn in a fellow Jews.  Yet, in the forest, there 
were Ukrainians, everyone knew that they were Ukrainians who were coming to the forest all 
the time, yet no one killed them despite all the blood that was on their hands.  So, should I a 
Jew, behave worse.   
 
12:45 
I said that there was no way that I would turn him in.  They said that if that is the case they 
would turn him in.  I said to them, no you won’t.  At the end, Margolis was killed with Glazman’s 
group during the blockade. I simply did not want to turn him in.  Once, he looked at me and 
lowered his head.  I did not want him killed at my hands.  
 
12:46 
It’s true that there were some very cruel Jews, especially among the Jewish police.  I see a 
distinction between the Jewish police and the Judenrat.  
 
12:47 
A member of the Judenrat encounters circumstances that require him tto think, to think means 
that he is a human. But among the police, if they  were given aren an order so they did not have 
to think, they carry out the order without thinking and sometimes with cruelty, not everyone 
but some of them.  
 
12:48 
Any person who thinks is a human.  Someone who doesn’t think, that just follows orders, and 
even carries them out with cruelty, is not a human.  So afterwards if the non-thinker is caught 
and is sentenced to death that is justice, not revenge.  
 
12:49 
As I told you, courts do not deal with revenge, they deal with justice.  I see  the victory over the 
Germans as the height of revenge.  The Germans were prepared to let millions more die just to 
be victorious.  
 
12:50 
The Eichmann trial took place not too many years after the war, when memories and pain were 
still fresh.  But in the case of Demjanjuk, too much time had passed, when I was talking to the 
lawyer in LA at the Wiesenthal Center, Leonardo, I told him that I did not think that it was a 
good idea to put him on trial.  
 
12:51 
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He said to me but where is justice?  I said that the world does not run on justice, it runs on 
interests. That is my approach. 
 
12:52 
Wittenberg was a closed, quiet thoughtful man.  Wittenberg was not surprised that Gens 
turned him in, most of the FPO viewed Gens as a traitor. They viewed Gens as the enemy so it 
was not a surprise that Gens identified him to the Germans.   
 
12:53 
When Wittenberg was already in the hands of his friends, he was in disguise, dressed as a 
woman, he did not want to give himself up to the Germans.  But when the time came to make a 
decision as to what to do, and in keeping with the rules of the FPO, they told him that he had to 
turn himself in.  Gens told me the reason Wittenberg  gave himself up was because he believed  
that he had friends.   
 
12:54 
All of these issues require further explanation and evidence.   
 
12:55 
Most of the decrees against the Jews emanated from the Germans, not that the Jews did not 
have other enemies among the Poles the Lithuanians, the Ukrainians, but the decrees came  
mostly from the Germans.  Once in the 1930’s one of my teachers spoke about having gone to 
see some schools in Germany.  
 
12:56 
She told us that when she went into a German school, they entered a yard and everything was 
quiet and extremely orderly and that they thought that the children were in class.  But that was 
not the case, they were indeed outside playing.  She said that we have to be more like the 
Germans, quiet and orderly and we should learn from them how to behave. She always praised 
them.  
 
12:57 
Those very children murdered us, in the 1940’s they were already in the military. 
 
12:58 
So what did I learn from the Holocaust?  I saw enough, I went through enough. In school when 
we learned history we learned about the Vandals, the barbarians.  It was clear to all who 
learned history that they were wild, they weren’t humane. We thought that since everyone 
knew that about them, to behave like that could not happen again.  But we saw that not 
everyone learns from history, some do, but not everyone.    
 
12:59 
There is something cruel in human beings, it’s hard to say that there are some  people who are 
just not humane.  There are cases where people are not rational, who are insane.  Some people 
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say that Hitler was not rationale or sane.   The problem isn’t with the insane, we know who they 
are, the problem is with the so called normal people.  
 
13:00 
From the Holocaust, I learned among other things, that I am very concerned with and afraid of 
three types of people.  The first category is the man of influence who is smart and for every 
question has an answer.  I am afraid of those kinds of people.  The second, are the masses who 
go into ecstasy over speeches of leaders who have dictatorial tendencies and the third is the 
person who does not think.  
 
13:01 
When the Germans were asked how they could have done what they did, they answered that 
they were lowly clerks and that they just followed orders.  If you follow that kind of reasoning 
of only having following orders than what you end up with is that only one person, Hitler, was 
responsible for what happened.  But is it conceivable that only Hitler was  responsible for all of 
the atrocities? 
 
13:02 
Without the people who do not think, the careerists, who were interested in power and in good 
conditions, and were not necessarily bad people, without them the truly bad people like Hitler 
would not be worth much, because they would not be able to do anything.  That is why the 
non-thinkers are very dangerous. I have seen people that in normal times in times of peace 
would not behave the way that they did..  
 
13:03 
Now I will tell you what pains me most about the Holocaust. It’s obvious that I lost my family, 
relatives, friends, acquaintances  and all of the people that perished. But among those that 
perished, I see a lonely ship that sticks out on the surface of the ocean, and the name of that 
ship is David Lazak.  Who was David Lazak? 
 
13:04 
He was a 13 and a half year old boy.  He had the brains of a genius. He knew more than not only 
the other students with whom he studied but also his teachers.  In Russia, there were 10 grades 
until the University.   
 
13:05 
He skipped many grades, he knew a great deal about a great deal of subjects.  I knew that when 
I went for a walk with him, I would learn.  He would read something once and know it.  
 
13:06 
He once said to me, Moshe did you read the physics assignment.  I said no.  He said listen, for 
your to learn the material of the physics assignment you need to read it once.  Someone else 
has to read it 10 times.  But if don’t read it once and he reads it only one time, he will still will 
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know more than you!  I once asked him, how do you know chemistry as well as you do?  And he 
knew a great deal.  
 
13:07 
He said to me.  I lived in a village, my father was a pharmacist.  I would go out to play with the 
children, but they would call me jid and beat me up so I would go inside the house.  Inside, 
were my father’s notebooks from university, his chemistry notes.  So I read them.    
 
13:08 
He was from a village near Svencionys, I met him in Svencionys during the time of the Russians.  
He came to Svencionys for high school.  
 
13:09 
He knew 8 languages and read literature in the native language of the authors.  
Since he was so strong in physics and math I asked him what would he choose to study, would 
he  be an engineer, a scientist.   
 
13:10 
Without even stopping to think he said, I will be a professor of literature.  Why, because man is 
the most complex of all creations. He chose to study about the human being not through 
history or science or  psychology but by way of the study of literature.   
 
13:11 
When I think about him, it’s hard to forget a child like that, he was also a good friend. 
Sometimes, I wonder why I lived and he didn’t, though I can’t say that he ever did anything for 
me, one can argue about that. But, one thing is clear.  He was a rare pearl among the Jewish 
people and among humanity.   
 
13:12 
So if the non-Jews took away his childhood in a village, along came the Germans and took away 
his life. If there is materiality, he was totally spirit.  That is the cruelty of times like that.  Though 
one cannot distinguish between one man and another, let’s examine those people that were 
sacrifices, among all of those sacrifices what kind of people were they.    
 
13:13 
That was a big loss to us. I wish to conclude.  I want to thank my friends that because of them 
toI knew that I was not alone in the fight.  In the little that we did, we always thought that we 
always have a friend who thinks the same way, who helps you, hurts like you do, gives your 
their shoulder. I would also like to mention those that fell, such as David Yohai, Yoske 
Rudnitsky, Shaika Gurtman, Sroike Volfson, Lebke Gurevich, Shimke Levin.  
 
13:14 
The list is long. I admire those that survived. Among them are genuine heroes who fought 
against the Germans, such as Boris Yochai who participated with a group in 18 actions to take 
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down German trains and many times he was the commander of those groups. Also Yitzhak 
Rudnicky, Froike Mieziolski, Tevke Grunberg.   
 
13:15 
They are among the living, some in Israel some in the US.  Thanks to them, I was able to 
persevere and do the little that I did, for this I thank them.  May they have long life and may we 
remain friends the way we were then.  
 
13:16 
I arrived in Israel in January 1949 via Cyprus.  I sat for two years in a detection camp in Cyprus.  
The British caught us and put us in a camp in Cyprus.  I left Russia in December 1946 via Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, France, Cyprus and then Israel.  
 
13:17 
I was in the army for a year, immediately as I got off the boat, the war was over by then but we 
were told that we had to go to settle the land.  I was in a moshav for five years. I left for 
personal and social reasons and moved to the city.  My wife tells me that I live as if I just got out 
of the forest.  I went to work in construction.  
 
13:18 
I did other things but mostly I was in construction.  I also worked in a nursing school outside of 
Ichilov hospital.  I retired but even today I work in construction and hope for a good future.   
 
THE END 
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