
 

 

RG 50.120   #151        5 Tapes 
SIMA SKURKOVITZ 
 
I 
1.01 She was born in Vilna in 1924. Describes her childhood, school, personalities  
 in school. 
 
1.08 Describes her family. After school activities, clubs. 
 
1.12 The artistic life in Vilna. Theatre, conservatory, dance. 
 
1.17 Mentions Wittenberg 
 
1.20 Values taught in school. Cultural life. 
 
1.24 Religious life. 
 
1.27 She was from a musical family. Describes social life. 
 
1.36 Incidents of antisemitism. 
 
1.44 1939. Outbreak of war. Mobilization. Molotov pact. Jews were happy  when 
 Russian tanks entered Vilna. 
 
1.52 Jewish population did not believe stories of refugees from German zone. 
 
1.54 Vilna becomes part of Lithuania. Pogrom by Lithuanians. Uncle took her 
 to Dobozce. Russians tell her to teach school there. Describes. 
 
2.02 Returns to Vilna. Describes Jewish life. Her puppet theatre and singing 
 performances. 
 
2.09 Describes Germans entering Vilna. Lithuanians welcome Germans. Orders 
 sto wear yello star, give up valuables. 
 
2.17 Her father's brothers were taken in Action with 10,000 men. She is arrested 
 and released. 
 
2.25 Describes Jewish Community Council. Dr. Vigotsky, the Judenrat, Genz. 
 She went to the ghetto. Describes Action that took people to Ponar. 
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2.32 Describes 2 ghettos. Workshops, hiding places. Describes action when 
mother  was taken. 
 
2.41 1942, 1943. Jewish life in the ghetto. Workshops, the theatre. 
 
3.03 Songs in the ghetto. Sings. 
 
3.34 The hanging of thieves in the sportplatz and other public executions. 
 
3.35 More songs and descriptions of performances. 
 
3.47 Life before the Germans enter. The gymnasium period. The feeling of  
 belongingness to Vilna. 
 
II 
4.04 End of 1943. The fate of her sister and David Kantorowitz who escaped to the 
 forest. Russian partisans shot all the women and took men to Ponar. 
 
4.09 Describes her activities in the ghetto underground. Sept. 1, 1943. The ghetto 
 was closed. Glickman and his underground activities. 
 
4.14 Describes leaving the ghetto. Talks about Wittenber, Deslau, Genz, Kobner.  
 The last Jews who escaped through the sewers. 
 
4.20 Hirsh Glik, who wrote the famous partisan song and was shot in Estonia. 
 
4.26 Sings song by Lazer Wolf who wrote 1100 songs. 
 
4.37 Memories and feelings about the ghetto, and her recent visit to Vilna. 
 
4.40 The story about Graf Patotsky. 
 
4.47 Initiation into the underground. Memories of Genz.  
 
5.06 Action in the ghetto, people taken to Osienzna. A group who tried to escape 
 were shot. 
 
5.10 People learned about Ponar from some who had escaped. Talks about Luba  
 Soblevrtska. 
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5.22 Sings songs by Breuder. Childhood memories and her current work in the 
 theater. 
 
5.33 Describes the ghetto uprising and Lazer Kantarovitz. 
 
5.42 Describes her work in Lodz with the puppet theatre, returned to Vilna. She 
and  
 her boy friend were taken by train to Estonia. Describes 25 camps. 
 
5.57 Describes Vivikoni camp. Her work in the kitchen. The Stories of the last 
 arrivals from Vilna. 
 
6.04 Talks about SS Schnabel, whe was later a witness at his war criminal trial. 
 
6.09 She is taken to Camp Narva. Describes camp, work, typhoid epidemic. 
 
6.16 Descrobes SS Paniker. 
 
6.22 She was taken to prepare a camp near the front. Describes the emotional  
 support that singing gave them. 
 
6.24 KTalks about Dr. Bottman who did the selection. 
 
6.43 Xmas night. Schnabel and Paniker made a pogom in the camp. 
 
6.47 Sings a song she sang in the camp. 
 
6.54 They were taken to camp Kiviolo. Describes camp, her work. Meeting 
 Russian POWs in terrible condition. All clinic patients were taken to Ponar. 
 
7.06 Russian bombardment of area in 1944. 
 
III 
7.09 Song by Lazer Rosental. Describes Jewish life in Vilna, the last performance 
in 
 the ghetto. 
 
7.23 April 1944. The front is moving close. They are taken to another camp in 
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 Estonia with Schabel Paniker. She went to Asare. Describes working in the  
 chalk mines. 
 
7.30 Dr. Bautman came to make selections. 10% were killed in the action. She was 
 saved by Gentz. Vilna was liberated. Tells more about Paniker's action. 
 
7.47 Estonian guards saved her when the end came. They were taken on boats to  
 Talin. 
 
7.55 Russians entered and saw the massacre in Kloga. 
 
8.07 Describes boat ride to Danzig and then Stutthof. 
 
8.16 Talks about Anushka Freeman. 
 
8.20 She is taken by train to camp Neugammen, near Oxenburg Air Force factory. 
 Describes conditions in camp and work in the factory. British bombardments 
 at night. 
 
8.29 Describes sadistic commanders. 
 
8.39 Prepares Chanuka celebration in camp. 
 
9.02 She is taken by train to Bergen Belsen, describes camp and then liberation 
 6 of April by British army. 
 
9.17 Describes British Rabbi Leslie Hartman to whom she tells her story. He took 
 care of her. 
 
9.29 The British burned the typhoid infested camp. She and a group of 10 from 
 Vilna stay in a German village. 
 
9.40 Describes Victory Day. The organization of groups. 
 
9.52 She wanted to return to Vilna and takes a group of children there by train. 
 
IV 
10.12 Her feelings on returning to Vilna. 
10.15 Her work in Bergen Belsen after the liberation. Work in childrens' camp. 
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10.26 Arrival in Vilna where she hears about the fate of her parents. 
 
10.32 The 'childrens' house' in Vilna. She starts a theatre. 
 
10.50 She gets married to a Jewish officer in the Russian army. She is arranging 
 for them to get to Poland. Talks about husband. 
 
11.18 Describes the train ride with many returning Poles. 
 
11.27 They arrive at Lodz. Describes the Jewish community, Autek Zukerman.  
 Antisemitism in Poland. 'Brecha' arranges false papers and shd gets to 
 Stetin as a returning German. 
 
11.38 Describes village in British sector. Then travels to another DP camp near 
 Frankfurt. Gives birth to a son. 
 
11.51 Her husband becomes supervisor of education in DP camps. She becomes 
 responsible for a small History center where she takes supervisors' histories. 
 She also starts a theatre company, writes plays and songs about the camps. 
 
12.05 Belongs to German and Jewish organization of :"Victims of Nazi persecution". 
 Describes people in Munchenberg. Starts theatre and performs in Kassel. 
 
12.19 Black market in visas. Her wish to go to Israel. In 1949 she went to Israel. 
 Describes voyage. 
 
12.41 Arrival in Haifa. Her difficult adjustment in the kibbutz. She left and went to 
 Jerusalem. 
 
12.52 She is involved in various organizations of holocaust survivors. Talks about 
the 
 'conspiracy of silence' in Israel. 
 
13.03 Sings '40 years'. 
 
13.04 She was a witness at war criminals trials. 
 
13.07 Describes the legacy of Vilna. Her work in absorbing Vilna survivors and 
 documenting hisory. 
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V 
13.17 Life in Israel. Reestablishes contact with Leslie Hartman, who published the  
 book 'Survivors'. 
 
13.25 Her views about faith, Germany, forgiving. 
 
13.38 She is a witness in the Schnabel trial in 1965 and then retrial in 1969. 
 
14.10 Her lectures to various groups in Israel about Germany and the holocaust. 
 
14.28 Lack of support in Israel for people who become witnesses in trials in 
 Germany. 
 
14.36 Attitude of German Jews towards Germany. 
 
14.39 Her sense of mission to let the young generation know about the holocaust. 
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