
 
 

 
 

RG 50.120   #156  3 Tapes 
TATARKO, RUTH 
 
I 
5.20 She was born in Hrubieszow Poland. Has difficult remembering because 

she had repressed the whole period of the Holocaust, and is dealing with 
it for the first time. In 1938 she entered school and was a gifted student. 
When the war broke out, her teacher took her to live with his family, as a 
Christian. 

 
5.26 In 1939, when the war broke out, her father enlisted in the Polish army and 

then returned. 
 
5.27 She went to school in Chelmce. Describes life at her teacher's house and 

going home during vacations. 
 
5.31 Describes atrocities and 'actions' she saw. She returned home, became 

messenger in underground. 
 
5.47 1942. Describes last 'action', she escaped to her teacher's home. 
 
5.56 She went to look for her aunt and grandmother, brought them food. She 

was told that her parents had been killed in camp. 
 
6.00 At the end of 1942 she went to the work camp Yadkov. Describes work 

and living condition and a gestapo Wagner who took a liking to her and 
saved her many times. 

 
6.12 Is sent to Buzlim work camp, describes camp and work in the factory. Is 

then taken to camp Kraschin. 
 
6.20 Describes killing of her aunts. Stories about the partisans and the killing of 

Epner. 
 
6.28 Memories about Jewish life at home and about the ghetto, the town, 

daily life. As the interview goes on she remembers more about the village 
and her family. 

 
7.18 Talks about school and repeats story about living with her teacher. 
 
 
II 
7.26 Describes childhood before the war, and later stasying with teacher. 
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7.32 Describes beginning of war, life under German occupation. 
 
7.40 Talks about repressing memories and the reasons for it. 
 
8.18 The last days of Hrubieszow in 1942. She is sent to work camp Buzin. 

Describes life and work in Buzin. 
 
8.37 She is transferred to another work camp. Describes life and work in Buzin. 
 
8.44 Is transferred to camp Mielec. 
 
8.50 Transferred to camp Vielishew and works in underground airplane factory. 

From there to camp Plaszow. Her work and state of mind. 
 
8.58 She joined transport to Auschwitz. Describes 'selection', showers, food, 

kapos. Gets sick but recovers. 
 
9.20 She is selected for office work to forge documents. 
 
9.30 Describes the bombing of the crematorium. 
 
9.32 1944 she is taken to Mulausen and worked in weapons factory, etching 

and doing graphic work. 
 
9.52 When the front moved closer she is taken to Bergen-Belsen. Describes the 

horrors of the camp. 
 
10.03 Her reaction to making the tape. Thoughts and feelings about Germany 

and Germans. 
 
10.16 1944 the beginning of April, she describes the dead and dying in Bergen 

Belsen. 
 
10.22 How she got food and managed to stay alive. 
 
III 
10.28 Describes life in Bergen Belsen and her work in a unit transporting food 

that kept her from starvation. 
10.48 Describes liberastion by the British and her recuperation in a hospital. 
 
10.57 She joins a group from her town in Frankfurt A.M. Joins kibbutz 'Nocham' in 

preparation for Israel. 
 
11.07 Relationship with Germans. 
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11.15 Resentment against Israel which knew but did not help. 
 
11.21 She studied fashion design in Germany and then worked and taught in 

Israel. She was very successful. 
 
11.28 Regrets that she and others did not give evidence sooner. 
 
11.39 Describes the voyage to Israel and her disappointment in some of the 

Israelis she met. 
 
11.48 Describes her early days in a kibbutz in Israel. Her return to Germany to 

study fashion design. Her return to Israel. Marriage, children and 
grandchildren. 
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