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Abstract 
 
Shlomo Yashuner was born in Vilna in 1919. He talks about restrictions and annihilation of Jews 
in Ponar (Punia, Lithuania) when the Germans entered. His sister was killed in an early action. 
 
In December 1941, Jews were expelled except those who were working, like his father. 
Shlomo’s mother had died. 
 
Vilna had two ghettos, and Shlomo was in the one on his own street. He sneaked out many 
nights, and was jailed in the ghetto’s prison for a month “for bribing”. He identifies the names of 
corrupt Jewish leaders and cruel Jewish police. He talks of the ghetto’s German prison 
commander Maurizius Schweinberger. Shlomo testified against him after the war. 
 
Shlomo also describes the ghettos’ organization, including a famous library, theater and choir, 
which he participated in; ghetto trials; the underground; the revolt; and liquidation during four 
days in 1943.  
 
Shlomo escaped in late 1943, and joined partisans in the “Revenge” group. Shlomo describes 
daily life, actions including capturing Germans, territory, commanders, codes, betrayals by some, 
and acts of sabotage. They were “in the middle of Germans”, but the danger came from Poles. 
 
He returns to Vilna as the Russians entered in July 1944. He and partisans guard Nazi prisoners. 
He talks of traitors’ trials, the Germans’ destruction of local Jewish culture, conflict between 
Russian Communists and the surviving Jews, and a bombardment by a German plane. 
 
In 1945, he began his journey to Palestine, aided by the Jewish Brigade. Most of his travels were 
illegal, and his boat was detained in Cyprus.  
 
Shlomo arrived in Palestine during the War of Independence and served in the army. He 
describes his initial adjustment in the country.   
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TAPE I 
 

1:00 Shlomo Yashuner was born in Vilna in 1919. He describes his family as quite poor, his 
father a “small merchant”. Shlomo was active for years in youth movement Hashomer 
Hatzair.  He wanted to emigrate to Palestine as early as 1937 but could not because 
Russian Communists disapproved. He describes Vilna’s rich Jewish life and culture. 

 
1:09 He discusses differing treatments of Jews and anti-Semitism by Lithuanians, Poles and 

Russians. There was much confusion in between the breakout of war in 1939 and the 
Russian-German pact [June 22, 1941], after which Germans replaced Russians in Vilna. 

 
1:19 He talks about restrictions and annihilation of Jews in Ponar (Punia, Lithuania) when the 

Germans entered. His sister was killed in an early action. He worked on a farm a few 
miles from Ponar and saw the massacre a few weeks before he entered the ghetto. 

 
1:30 He talks of farms near where they worked, and also labor camps. 
 
1:36 The Vilna ghetto was established at the end of 1941. He describes how he managed to go 

in and out of the ghetto, including escaping at nighttime. He says it was necessary to 
work in the ghetto and have papers/documents for such work (“Gelbscheine”).  He 
describes actions of the German prison commander Maurizius Schweinberger. He 
explains the ghetto’s organization, including its schools and orchestra. He talks of his life 
there, and about hungry ghetto people trading objects for food from farmers. 

 
1:56 He talks more about Schweinberger; what Schweinberger did in the ghetto. After the war, 

Schweinberger was a policeman in Wiesbaden, and Shlomo testified against him. Shlomo 
talks of others who were involved (Schneiderstube, Martin Weiss). 

 
2:06 Shlomo was in the ghetto’s prison for a month “for bribing”. He describes corrupt Jewish 

leaders and cruel Jewish police (Itzkovitch, and other names), and ghetto court trials. 
Describes different papers/documents required.  

 
2:20 He continued to come and go from the ghetto because he “needed to work”. In 1943, its 

population was less than 4,000. Others were taken to Ponar. He describes the ghetto 
underground, revolt, four-day liquidation. Men were killed first, then women, and 2,000 
people survived the liquidation. He escaped to a fur factory, and returned to his wife. His 
father worked in a hospital. Shlomo talks of Ukrainians in ghetto.   

 
2:37 He describes his escape in late 1943, his route, and joining partisans. The partisans had 

arms, and food from peasants. Some food was pickled and hidden until July 1944. The 
partisans were divided into four groups, and he was in the group named “Revenge”. He 
describes their assignments, territory, composition, commanders. They were in “a village 
in the middle of Germans”, but the danger came from the Poles. 

 
2:52 He tells of various actions by partisans, including capturing Germans. He names 

commanders. 
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3:05 He repeats the ghetto’s general history. Actually, there were two ghettos in Vilna. He was 

in and out of the second one, on his own street. His mother died. He says Jews were 
expelled, except those who were working, including hospital workers like his father, in 
December 1941. Refugees from surrounding areas were added to the ghetto, while many 
Jews left through Russia. 

 
3:14 He talks about the Judenrat’s role, and cooperation with Jewish police. The Judenrat 

determined which papers were issued, who was selected for actions, or sent to Ponar.  He 
talks again about ghetto life, with theater and a choir he participated in. 

 
3:24 He tells of the action of Ushmania[?]: Describes role of Jewish police, Judenealtester 

[Weiss and other names], also names of Judenrat members. 
 
3:40 He describes the two ghettos, famous library, electric fence, liquidation by Keitel. 
 
3:49 Shlomo recounts what he remembers of the Wittenberg case. 
 
3:59 He tells how the underground was organized, what the Judenrat and the Germans knew.   
 

TAPE II 
 
4:07 He talks more about his time with the partisans, his escape, mentions someone named 

Siegman (?), the roles of Poles, Russians, Communists, the underground, and associated 
people: Martin Weiss, Moritz Stromberger, Kovner, Schweinberger, Franz Muller/ 

 Murrer?, and what happened to them later. Shlomo describes the partisans’ daily life, 
composition, codes, betrayals by some, and acts of sabotage. 

 
4:40 He returns to Vilna as the Russians entered (July 1944). He describes the first few weeks 

there, cleanup of traitors, and that few Jews are left to testify. He and partisans guard 
Nazi prisoners. He talks of the trials of traitors, the Germans’ destruction of local Jewish 
culture, conflict between Russian Communists and the remaining Jews, and a 
bombardment by a German plane. 

 
4:43 He sings the Yiddish song that was sung by Jews going into the gas chambers, and later 

adopted and sung by partisans. 
 
4:56 He tells how his mother, sister and father died. 
 
4:58 He talks of traveling, mostly illegally, in contact with the Jewish Brigade, en route to 

emigrating to Palestine. He left in 1945 via Austria, the Alps, Italy, illegal boats to 
Palestine detained in Cyprus. Shlomo arrived in Palestine during the War of 
Independence and served in the army. He describes his initial adjustment in the country. 
His wife died a few years ago, and their only child, a son, lives in the United States. 
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