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6.06 She was born in Salonika in 1924, the youngest of 10 children, 9 brothers. Very wealthy 

family. Father owned a factory and 8 houses. When the Germans came in 1942 they lost 
the factory and houses. They were first taken to the Jewish section of town and stayed 
there for 6 months and then to the Baron Hirsch camp, and from there by train to Poland. 
Describes 15 day train ride. 

 
6.12 Describes arrival in Birkenau. They did not understand the language. The family was 

separated and she was taken with the other young women to block 15. Describes 
initiation and quarantine for 40 days. Only half of the women survived. She worked for 3 
months digging out potatoes. Describes treatment by SS. 

 
6.20 Transferred to peel potatoes, which was easier, then sent to tear down Polish houses. Did 

that for 1 year. 
 
6.24 Describes finding out what went on in the crematorium and that her whole family had 

been burned there. 
 
6.27 She was saved 3 times from the crematorium by a kapo who liked her. 
 
6.30 Stealing food from the kitchen to survive. 
 
6.34 Describes seeing her brother being taken to the crematorium. 
 
6.38 Describes getting water to a cousin. 
 
6.40 Describes work in the shoe komando, and stealing gold found in the soles and 

exchanging it for food. Describes a woman killed by SS dogs for stealing gold. 
 
6.52 Prostitution in the camp. 
 
6.54 Talks about her survival by luck, stealing and her beautiful voice that the kapo loved. 
 
6.56 Food in the camp. 
 
7.01 Disinfection of clothes. 
 
7.05 Describes again her work in the potato field. 
 
7.10 85% of the women in block 10 died of a certain disease [?]. Talks again about meeting 

her brother on the way to the crematorium. Her determination to go to the electric fence 
rather than go to the crematorium. Many women did this. 

 
7.15 The director of the Krupp union selected her to work in his munitions factory. Describes 
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work and conditions. The crematorium was exploded by inmates and she and 16 other 
women were interrogated to find out how the explosives were taken out. She was later 
told how it had been done. 

 
7.20 Her Wehrmacht supervisor liked her and helped because she looked like his daughter. 

When she got caught smuggling a letter, he saved her. 
 
7.29 Women who said they were sick or pregnant were sent to Treblinka and killed. 
 
7.34 The Russians came and liberated the camp. But all those who were at work, including 

her, were marched to Breslau by the SS and from there taken by train to Ravensbruck. 
Describes the horrible conditions on the train. 

 
7.42 Describes being sick and taken to SS hospital where she had abdominal surgery. She was 

told by an American doctor that part of her kidney had been removed. In Israel she had to 
be operated on again and was in the hospital 15 months. 

 
7.45 Describes Ravensbruck and work there. 
 
7.49 Describes liberation by American army and the good treatment they got. Later the 

Russians took over. Discusses the difference in the treatment. 
 
7.52 She stayed in Berlin from May to December until she was repatriated to Greece. 

Describes the difficult trip which took a month. 
 
8.01 Describes what she found on her return to Salonika. 
 
8.03 In 1963 she went to Israel. Talks about her adjustment. 
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