
 

 

RG-50.120    #180   2 Tapes 
ZIMERMAN, DAN 
 
I 
1.01 He was born in Budapest in 1919 during the communist revolution.  After 1 

year, family moved to Poprad Czechoslovakia. Describes the town, Jewish 
community. Population 5,000 and about 200 Jews. After elementary 
school he went to gymnasium in Kezmarok and commuted. 

 
1.07 Father was car dealer with 'Praga'. 1936, after matriculation, he moved 

back to Poprad and worked for 3 years in company dealing with building 
materials. Describes social life. Joined Hashomer Hatzair and in 1939 
became leader of summer camp and from there to Hachshara. Talks 
about the influence of Benito, the leader. 

 
1.22 What they knew about the fate of Jews in 1939. 
 
1.28 Describes Hachshara and in 1941 he joined the Slovak army. Different jobs 

he did in the army and incidents that happened to him. 
 
1.44 Topochani was leader of Hachshara group. Describes life and work and 

names people who were with him including his future wife. 
 
2.10 Attempts to leave the country. 
 
2.13 March 1942, he returned to Poprad. The first group of unmarried girls were 

supposed to be sent to work but really were transported to Auschwitz. He 
immediately married his girl friend. 

 
2.23 They went to Bratislava and from there escaped to Budapest. 
 
2.33 Describes life in Budapest and his connection with the underground. His 

parents and 2 brothers also made it to Budapest. 
 
2.39 He started to make false papers, first for his parents and then for other 

people. 
 
2.46 He worked as a building supervisor and his wife as a seamstress passing as 

non-Jews. Describes Hungarian police actions. 
 
2.49 Describes underground activities, network and organization of paper 

forging activities. 
 
3.18 In Feb. 1944, his wife succeeds to go to Israel with false certificate. 
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3.28 Talks about his parents and 2 brothers. The older one was sent to Dachau 

and the younger one escaped. 
 
3.36 He changed his name to Hungarian to avoid arrest. More about the work 

of forging papers. 
 
3.46 The arrival of refugees from Poland and what they told.  Hungarians didn't 

believe it could happen to them. 
 
3.49 Talks about Peretz Reeves. 
 
3.52 The increase of Hungarian Nazis. His decision to go to Rumania. Training 

David Gur and others to continue his work of paper forging. 
 
II 
4.03 Adds information about paper forging from 1942-44 and then with new 

people David Shraga and others. 
 
4.13 Names people in the underground and their activities. 
 
4.17 Germans entered Budapest on 19 March 1944. Describes changes. 
 
4.21 Contacts with other Zionist movements and Kraus who determined who 

would get a certificate. 
 
4.27 His escape to Rumania. His parents didn't want to leave. Mother and 

younger brother were taken to Auschwitz, father to a different camp. All 
survived the war. 

 
4.34 He left for Nagyvarad on the Romanian border and he and Moshe Alpan 

crossed over and arrived in Romanian village. 
 
4.48 Describes being held and interrogated by police but then allowed to go 

by train to Arad where he stayed for 2 months with a Jewish family. 
5.03 Describes Jewish community in Arad. 
 
5.12 Went by train to Bucharest. Describes heavy Russian bombardment. From 

there to Costanza for aliya to Israel. 
 
5.18 Describes 3 Turkish fishing boats used for trip. He went on the 'Bulbul'. 

Describes the sinking of another boat, the Mefkure, by Germans. 
 
5.28 Describes a very stormy crossing of the Black Sea to a small Turkish fishing 
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village and from there to Istanbul. 
 
5.38 Describes trip from Istanbul by train to Syria, Lebanon and Haifa. After a 

short stay in Atlit he is reunited with wife in kibbutz Haogen. Describes his 
work there. 

 
5.46 His mother's life after the war. 
 
5.52 Describes his work in the rubber factory of the kibbutz. An explosion at 

work left him blind. Describes his rehabilitation and later studies in the U.S. 
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