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01.00 Born Erich Lichblauheier in 1911 in Ostrava, then Czechoslovakia. He went 

to a Germasn school, graduated in 1921. He apprenticed in window 
decoration. 

 
01.11 In 1930 he went to Hamburg to study poster painting and worked in 

various department stores. Described early antisemitism and nazi 
influence. He married in 1933. Did not take seriously what was happening 
to Jews in Germany. 

 
01.25 Trouble started in 1939. Hitler ordered all non-Czech Jews to be deported 

to Poland. His mother was deported. He wanted to run away to San 
Domingo. He and his wife went to Prague on the last train before war 
broke out. 

 
01.35 He organized a group to work for a rich peasant near Pisek to escape the 

difficulties facing the 40,000 Jews in Prague. 
 
01.42 In 1942, after Heidrich was murdered, the nazis wanted to make Pisek 

Judenrein and all the Jews there were transported. 
 
01.56 In Nov. 1942 he and wife were transported to Teresien. He describes life in 

Teresienstadt. His job in Teresien was as painter of buildings and posters. 
He pained for himself, cartoons of life and events in the ghetto. 

 
 The rest of the tapes shows his collection of paintings which he called 

'Ghettorisiert' [ghettorized]. These are 71 cartoons with inscriptions which 
he explains. They cover daily life, weddings, hospital, work pilfering, arrival 
of transports, particular people and events. It was not allowed to paint 
unauthorized paintings and to avoid discovery he cut them up and hid 
them. After the war he projected them on a screen, rearranged them like 
a puzzle and repainted them. The original collection is in the museum in 
Los Ageles. 

 
13.03 In 1944 he was sent to Germ,any to paint prefab houses. When he was 

returned to Teresien after some months, there were only 20,000 Jews left of 
the 100,000 that were there before. The rest had been taken to Auschwitz. 

 
05.20 He was liberasted from Teresien in 1945 and went to Palestine with his wife 

in 1947. 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 




