
 
 
 

 
 
 

RG-50.120   #0203   2 Tapes 
VILENBERG, ADA 
 
TAPE I 
1.00.56  Ada Vilenberg [nee Lubelchick] was born in 1929, in Warsaw. Her 

parents were in comfortable position. Ada was an only child. Her mother 
did not work. They lived in the Jewish quarter. Ada had a happy 
childhood. The family didn't have any contact with non-Jews. The only 
non-Jew was the janitor, and he spoke Yiddish! 

 
02.10 Father's family were leather merchants. Ada's father had a plant for the 

preparation and sale of the leather. Many generations did the same 
thing. 

 
2.35 Mother's family's situation was not brilliant. They left Poland and went to 

look for better horizons in France, after WWI. Ada's mother was 10 when 
they left for Paris, but their situation there was not better. Ada's 
grandfather worked in a factory; Ada's mother went to school first, and 
began to work at a very young age. 

 
4.07 When Ada's father finished his studies, he went to Paris for a vacation. In 

Ada's father's family, he was one of 6 children: 2 male and 3 female. The 
custom was that a bride would bring a dowry to her future husband's 
family. A groom would receive dowry from his bride-to-be. Since there 
were many girls in the family, it was expected that Ada's father and his 
brother would bring enough [or 'make' enough in the 'shidach' to give 
over to the girls. 

 
5.30 Before a match could be found for Ada's father, he met and fell in love 

with Ada's mother, from very humble extraction. They married there, 
where Ada was conceived, but she was born in Warsaw. Ada's mother's 
name was Rachelle, and her father's Simon. 

 
6.30 The family would go visit the family in Paris every year or two. Ada's mother 

never felt at home in Warsaw, and she missed her family. 
 
7.42 Ada was sent to the private school of Celilia Goldman Landanova, where 

the richer Jewish girls went. 
 
 
9.52 Ada's uncle and paternal grandmother lived with them in a 3 room 

apartment with an enormous courtyard. She was always surrounded by 
friends and cousins. 
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10.32 The family also had a Jewish housekeeper, who lived in the kitchen. 
 
13.00 The ritual observance in the household. 
 
16.00 Memories of childhood visits to Paris. 
 
21.00 Ada's mother 's prophetic dreams: in 1938, Warsaw is burning and there is 

no way to flee, etc. 
 
23.33 On the first day of the war the family had just returned from a vacation. 

The damage in the city since the very first day of the war. Ada's father 
was mobilized immediately by the Germans to loot merchandise from 
Jewish shops, and load it on carts and trucks. 

 
24.29 Ada's father decided he doesn't want to take the beatings, and was 

going to the Russian side, and then bring his family. 
 
28.54 Father was hired as manager of a restaurant for Russian soldiers, and 

found a place for the family. The family was smuggled to Cztzer[?]. 
 
31.57 Ada went to school and learned Russian and Byelorussian. But to 

communicate with other children in the family, she was forced to learn 
Yiddish. 

 
34.35 Many were sent to Siberia; not Ada's family which, in the meantime, had 

procured citizenship papers. 
 
38.27 Father was mobilized in the reserves of the Soviet army, and he fell there 

shortly after. The family was left without a father. 
 
42.32 At the first round-up the mother is chosen to be taken away, but she 

pleads with the German gendarme to stay, and he allows her to. She had 
sent Ada into hiding. All the rest was killed not too far from there, in the 
forest. 

 
 
 
43.33 In 1941, the family left in Warsaw prevails upon the two women to return. 

The ghetto was already in place in Warsaw, but the family still lived in their 
own house. The two women start on their way back to Warsaw. They 
make it, but the scene in Warsaw was terrible: dead bodies in the street, 
etc. 
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48.53  Organization of schooling for children, Jewish theatre, coffee house, soup 

kitchen. 
 
53.17 Ada's mother became very dependent during the time since the 

beginning of war. 
 
56.04 The round-ups to send people 'to work' [no one knew about Treblinka, 

then] in exchange for a loaf of bread and a honey jar, began. At the 
same time workshops started being organized in the ghetto. Bribes 
needed to be paid in order to work there instead of being sent to work 
somewhere else. Ada's family paid, and were hired in the brush factory. 
Neighbors, who did not manage to be hired in those workshops, decided 
to commit suicide. It was Ada's first visual encounter with the death of 
people close to her. 

 
2.01.20  Characters in the ghetto. 
 
06.29 There was a phone in the ghetto until its last day, but there was no one to 

talk to! [Song by Shlangen about it.] 
 
17.34 During her sojourn in Russia, Ada believed in Stalin. She belonged to the 

'pioneers' who were young children, followed by 'comsomol' for the youth, 
and finally full-fledged communists. 

 
18.22 In the ghetto she began to hear negative things about Stalin, but she 

most remembers that Stalin ordered the partisans to accept Jews, which 
rekindled her faith in him. 

 
19.36 Working in the brush factory they had to move close to it, and abandon 

their own home. Their living quarters were crowded, but the most 
important thing for the family was not to be sent away. There were rumors 
of the fate of those who were taken away, and some fled from the 
transports, but in Warsaw Ada's family didn't want to hear them. 

 
26.18 Often during work hours there was a call by which all workers had to line 

up in the courtyard. The Germans there would take away the children 
and old people, and haul them away in trucks. Ada's mother was 
concerned, because she looked younger than her age, and would set 
her hair up with highly piled curls, and dress her in high-heeled shoes. The 
other young children their parents would hide after giving them sleeping 
pills so that they won't make a sound. The old people, much more difficult 
to give a make-over, would also go into hiding. 
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27.22 18 August, 1942. 
 
28.52 In one of the round-ups, Ada's mother noticed that Ada was standing 

behind her, and next to 2 other children. There was the danger that, by 
comparing Ada with the other 2 children, the Germans would notice that 
she was, indeed, a child. The mother then had Ada stand ahead of her. 
That day, the Germans didn't look at ages at all. They simply went: 'right, 
to the transport; left to stay'. Ada's mother went to the transport and her 
death; Ada survived. 

 
33.53 This was the last time Ada saw her mother. Her grandmother took her 

place in caring for Ada. The girl was very depressed. 
 
36.36 January 18, 1943. Another 'action'. Ada and her grandmother were 

hidden. 
 
38.38 An uncle and his wife who had managed to get Aryan papers and go to 

the other side, began their efforts to extract Ada and her grandmother 
from the ghetto also. 

 
41.29 The uncle obtained fake papers for Ada under the name Christina 

Malinovka. A place was found where the people in a village near Warsaw 
were willing to keep her for much money. It was March. The Germans 
began to try to identify the Jews with false IDs by the fact they were not 
wearing furs [which had been confiscated at the beginning of the war]. 
Ada did not have a fur coat. There were still dogs in the ghetto. Out of a 
white poodle, somebody made a fur collar for Ada, and many other 
people. 

 
43.27 Exiting the ghetto. 
 
49.32 The train trip to the suburbs where Ada was going to be hidden. The 

hiding places. Ada's cover story. 
 
3.00.17  The grandmother’s hiding place. 
 
2.22 An aunt and 2 cousins, who didn't find a place on the Aryan side, met 

their deaths in Majdanek. 
 
8.44 Ada's stay under a false identity lasted 9 months. 
 
9.24 The neighbors come to tell them to go up on rooftops to see how the 
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ghetto burns. 
 
17.00 Ada's uncle's hiding place. 
 
18.00 About the family hiding Ada, who were recognized after the war as 

Righteous Gentiles [the Majersky family]. 
 
24.24 August 1944. The Polish uprising. The family hiding Ada decides to move to 

a different suburb of Warsaw. 
 
30.00 Ada and the Polish family is picked up in one of the selections to be sent 

to forced labor. The family manages to stay behind, but Ada must go. She 
ends up in Dresden. Ada is 'adopted' by an older couple. They declare 
themselves as 'farmers' and are sent to an agricultural site next to 
Oszetz[?], between Leipzig and Dresden. It was August 18, 1944. 

 
39.23 It was hard labor. In the winter they had to pick brussels sprouts from under 

the snow. 
 
45.00 Thanks to her knowledge of languages, Ada gets a better job. 
 
47.47 Living conditions in the farm: 7 people in one room. 
 
54.25 Spring of 1945. Ada begins to plan her future after the war: either marry a 

good friend, a Pole, she met in the farm; go with their new adoptive 
'parents'  to their home, and live as their daughter; try to find the first family 
that gave her refuge, the Majerskis. 

 
57.37 Ada's farm was the meeting place for the Russian and American armies. 

The Germans fled, and Ada and her 'family' began the trek back to 
Poland. It was the end of April, 1945. 

 
TAPE II 
4.01.52  Description of the farm where Ada worked, together with Russian, 

French and polish prisoners. 
 
19.40 The way back to Warsaw; the Russians invite the refugees to a party that 

ends up being a 'raping' party. Ada's family stays in a temporary home, 
and flees the next day. Ada was not allowed to go to that party. 

 
35.43 Arrival in Warsaw. Only Ada and her adoptive parents are still traveling 

together. Arrival to their home. Ada goes to look for Mrs. Majerski. Ada 
found the woman alive, and her children, but not her husband. She told 
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her that the aunts and uncle also survived. Ada found out that her 
grandmother died at the time of the Polish uprising. 

 
45.00 Ada moves in with her real family. She confesses to her adoptive mother 

the fact that she was a Jew. In the ensuing shock, the woman asks Ada 
not to tell her husband. They all remain in touch through letters until one 
day it becomes apparent that he also knows the secret. They all agree to 
stop the correspondence. 

 
48.15 Ada and family moved to Kalish, where there were more houses. Ada 

went to school, and even managed to study 2 years in college before the 
got married, at age 20. 

 
50.42 The family moved to Lodz; Ada began dental school. 
 
56.00 Even though Ada's family received affidavits to go to either the US or 

Canada, the family decided to go to Israel. 
 
5.00.00  The mourning after the war. More about other Jewish children that were 

hidden or sent into hiding by Mrs. Maieska. 
 
17.17 The story of one of those children. 
 
20.20 The story of a girl who passed through the Maieskys while the Warsaw 

uprising begins. 
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