
RG-50.120   #0214     2 Tapes 
BENEDEK, PAUL 
 
TAPE I 
1.00    He was born in Totkomlos, Hungary. It was a non Hungarian village 

of 12,000 people with a Slovak minority. In 1947 his father changed 
the name to Benedek. 

 
1.06 Describes the village. 120 Jewish families, mostly well-to-do. His 

father was a manager of a large farm. Describes Jewish life and self 
help system. 

 
1.13 Describes family life. He was born in 1931 and brother in 1937. 
 
1.24 In 1942 all men, including father, were taken to work camps. 
 
1.35 How his family managed in a village without men and what they 

knew about the general situation. 
 
1.48 May 1944, Germans entered and the Jews went to the ghetto. 

Describes conditions and his state of mind. 
 
1.52 They were transported by train to Debrecen. Describes. From there 

half the people were taken to Auschwitz and his family went on a 
second train to Vienna. 

 
2.00 Describes daily life in Debrecen. 
 
2.08 From Vienna he was taken to camp Strasov. Describes arrival and 

initiation. In July he was sent to camp Geras and did agricultural 
work. 

 
2.16 In December he went back to Strasov and then Luxemburg. 

Describes life in the citadel. 
 
2.18 Describes another selection and transport to Bergen Belsen to the 

Sonderlager. The Kastner group had just left to Switzerland and they 
all thought that they would follow. Talks about the Kastner affair. 

 
2.24 He was in Bergen Belsen from December to April. His family joined 

him with another group from Hungary. 
 
2.30 Talks about life in Bergen Belsen, cultural life and education. 
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2.39 Kindergarten in Bergen Belsen. 
 
2.48 Describes death of grandmother. 
 
2.50 Bar Mitzvah in camp. 
 
2.54  Food and medical treatment in camp. 
 
2.59 Mentions special homosexual camp. 
 
3.08 1945 Passover in camp and soon afterwards they were taken to 

Terezien. 6th of May they were liberated by the Russians. 
 
3.16 They were allowed to loot 2 nearby villages for 48 hours. Typhoid 

broke out and they had to stay in Terezien for 1 1/2 months. 
 
3.21 He went by train to Hungary and remained in Seged. Describes 

Jewish life in the city and the fate of the young woman who had 
saved the life of children in Bergen Belsen. 

 
3.33 Talks about Emil Trotner. 
 
3.39 He went home to Totkomlos where he finished high school in 1949 

and then law school in 1953. He became a writer and journalist. In 
1956 he got married and went to Israel. Had a son. 

 
3.50 He has been working for the past 38 years as a journalist for the 

'Weekelet'[?] 
 
3.54 His relationship with his brother and the rest of the family. 
 
TAPE II 
4.03 Talks about Totklomsh, about friends of his family. 
 
4.10 Describes the hunger in Bergen Belsen and a famous lawyer, Peter 

Kest, who wrote legal contracts for people selling their houses for 
bread. 

 
4.25 Describes Hungarian Jews as a group. 
 
4.30 Survivors from different camps and their stories. 
 
4.34 The Kastner affair and his opinions and feelings about it. 
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4.40 Feelings about Hungary. 
 
4.45 Jews who returned to Hungary and the resurgence of anti-Semitism 

and pogroms. 
 
4.53 The adjustment of Hungarian Jews to Israel. 
 
4.55 Reactions of his son after hearing the tape. 
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