
 
RG-50.120   #0215      2 Tapes 
SCHWARTZ, YOSEF [referred to here as Y] 
 
TAPE I 
1.00.54    Y was born in Poland in 1921, in Lodz, to Yosef and Haya Schwartz. The 
father was an  independent contractor. There were 2 other brothers 
and a sister. He went to a private  elementary school - where he was an 
outstanding student - and in a 'cheder'. At the end of his  school years, 
at age 14, he also worked as a carpenter, first with his father and later on in other 
 workshops. The  parents were in a good economic situation. Y and his 
older brother were active in  the Hashomer Hatzair. Y also practiced 
sports in an organization called Bar Kochba. The older  brother 
studied art, his sister worked, and the younger brother was still home. 
 
4.51 Y lived in a house of 30 apartments. All his neighbors were Jews, 
except for the guard. The  building no longer exists, but Y drew it in detail. In 
addition to Y and his family, and 2  other people, no others survived of the 
150 people who lived there. 
 
7.30 The family was Zionist. The father was getting ready to visit Eretz 
Israel as a tourist, but the war  broke out. All the children were active in 
Zionist youth groups. 
 
8.08 Y didn't feel any anti-Semitism in Lodz. 
 
12.15 Mother was from Ozorkow, 27 km from Lodz. 
 
16.35 From a neighbor returning from Germany, the Jews found out what 
was happening there. The 
 neighbor warned to flee, if they only could. [He did.] The Jews believed 
him, but didn't  expect the gravity of what was to come. 
 
16.50 When war started, the entire family was in Lodz. They heard the 
bombardment from  a makeshift shelter in the basement. It was September 
6 when the Germans entered  Lodz. 
 
18.46 Y's older brother was already serving in the army. He fell prisoner 
almost immediately, 
 and said he was Polish. He was released 2 weeks later. 
 
21.00 The worsening conditions with the advent of the Nazis. 
 
23.22 The carpentry workshop was dismantled, and the place converted into 
living quarters  to refugees [whose houses had been taken over by the 
Nazis]. 
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26.51 Y's jobs during that period. 
 
27.38 Y's older brother Pinchas, was taken to Lemberg [Lvov] and given the 
commission to  paint a big likeness of Stalin. 
 
27.56 Pinchas arranged with the family to arrive to Warsaw, he would take 
them to Russia. It  
 was decided that the mother and daughter would stay in Lodz, to take 
care of their property, and the males would meet Pinchas in Warsaw. An honest 
German moved them to 
 Warsaw in his truck, wishing them well, as he knew that in Lodz the 
situation would  
 worsen. 
 
31.40 Pinchas arrived in Warsaw to meet them. They rented a room until 
they could go over  to Russia. They had left Lodz in March 1940, and 
stayed in Warsaw a few weeks. 
 
34.52 Many times the young people were kidnapped and taken to perform 
forced labor under heavy physical torture. 
 
35.44 When in Warsaw, they heard that there would be a ghetto in Lodz, in 
May. Father 
 decided not to leave his wife and daughter alone in Lodz, and returned 
there. 
 
42.47 The 3 brothers then started out for Russia, through Siedlitz and the 
Bug river. On the way, a band of Polish peasants attacked the group of 
about 20 Jews, asked for their 
 back packs, and threatened to kill them all. The 3 brothers managed to 
save their  
 possessions: they fought back. They were caught by Russian soldiers 
and were locked  up for the night. In the morning they were 
interrogated, and sent back to the Germans. 
 The brothers then made their way back to Warsaw. In the meantime, 
the ghetto in Lodz 
 was established. 
 
50.00 A merchant traveling from Lodz to Warsaw gave the brothers the 
message to go back to Lodz to join their parents. But since the ghetto was 
closed, they couldn't get in. A 
 guide finally helped them over the fence, to the Jewish cemetery, and 
hid them among dead bodies, in a make-shift morgue there. In the 
morning, the 3 managed to enter the  
 ghetto proper. 
 
57.55 Next day, the entire group of friends of about 20, was detained by the 
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Germans, and 
 transported outside of the ghetto in a truck. 
 
2.03.22 Some of them were taken for experimentation of the Jewish race. Y was 
exempted, and 
 given mindless work under permanent torture [one of the jobs was to 
push a small stick around 
 the room with his forehead]. Then, they were returned to the ghetto. 
 
11.00 The Poles who worked in the cleaning crew of the place [it turned out it 
was a high school with 
 lab facilities] told Y and the small group that was spared that they were 
lucky to leave the place 
 alive. The others would leave 'in pieces', which the cleaning crew carted 
away. 
 
25.01 Back at the ghetto, Y went to work in the carpentry workshop. His 
father also worked there as 
 foreman. 
 
26.30 The routine in the ghetto. 
 
30.13 Y's brother designed sceneries for the ghetto theatre, and Y built them. 
 
35.00 In order to obtain more food, Y and others smuggled pieces of wood 
from the carpentry [3-4 kg]. 
 They could get half a loaf of bread for the entire amount of food. 
 
43.24 Y's older brother worked in the Judenrat office compiling data; the 
younger brother was a 'gopher' in the offices. 
 
3.05.00 The hierarchy within the carpentry plant. 
 
6.05 A strike at the carpentry. 
 
8.19 Turkeltaub, a Jew, was the director of the plant. 
 
10.10 An exposition of the merchandise produced in the ghetto. Y built the 
houses. While doing that, 
 they took the opportunity to build bunkers, just in case. In one of them, 
Y hid all his photo- 
 graphs, which he retrieved after the war. 
 
12.25 Y's sister got married in the ghetto, and had a child. 
 
14.27 Y's sister and the baby managed to hide in one of those special bunkers. 
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15.30 Description of the bunkers. 
 
16.19 Y's sister's wedding, organized by Rumkovsky. 
 
20.00 Transports. 
 
26.00 They were skeptical of surviving. 
 
27.23 The theatre in Lodz. The concerts. 
 
30.45 The songs of the Lodz ghetto, produced by the Holocaust Museum by 
Gila Flam. Those were 
 the songs Y remembers. 
 
35.28 Y's girl friend at the ghetto. Other friends. 
 
45.57 The transport in 1942. 
 
53.00 Sightings of Rumkovsky, riding on his carriage through the streets. 
Other characters in Lodz' streets. 
 
57.00 The Jews from Czechoslovakia. The musicians brought with them five 
old instruments that were 
 priceless. 
 
59.38 The children's transport, in 1942, and how they were loaded on the 
truck from a higher floor. The  
 one doing the throwing was a German who would put perfume in his 
handkerchief, wipe his brow  
 and chest with it, and then continue throwing children onto the truck. 
 
TAPE II 
4.14.13 The liquidation of the ghetto. 
 
15.37 All of Y's family were rounded up, and transported out of the ghetto. 
They were told they were  
 taken to work. 
 
16.36 500 prisoners were left behind in order to collect the valuables left in 
the houses, and classify  
 them. Later, the Germans took them. 
 
20.11 The ghetto was liquidated in August. Y and the others left in October. 
 
30.51 Y and the others left the ghetto on an autumn day in October. They 
were put on cargo trains. 
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32.00 Arrival in Sachsenhausen Dranknburg, near Berlin. 
 
42.00 The routine at the camp. 
 
48.22 Jobs at the camp. 
 
51.22 The Russian prisoners. 
 
56.00 Punishments. 
 
5.00.00 Hangings. 
 
7.06 Y works as a building carpenter in order to put barracks together that 
had previously been  
 dismantled in Plaszow. 
 
10.14 In the meantime, Y's father and brothers were moved from 
Sachsenhausen to another camp. 
 
17.51 Christmas 1944. They had the day off, and get better food. 
 
37.19 Y is moved to a camp near Berlin, where the 500 [including his father 
and mother] had been taken 
  It was a better camp. Y began again to make furniture for the Nazis. 
Also the food situation was 
 better. 
 
46.55 The allies' bombardment. Still, the healthier inmates were sent by train 
to Berlin to clean up the 
 city. Comments from the Germans about the impending end of the war, 
and the reversal of roles 
 that will occur. 
 
48.57 Jobs continued until the front was at the camp. 
 
53.00 Orders are received in camp to liquidate it. Half of the inmates, the 
sicker ones, are sent on a 20  
 km march. They fall on the way and are killed on the spot. Camp 
commander decides to rebel 
 against the liquidation orders, sheds his uniform and becomes one of 
the prisoners. The liberation 
 A high level Russian officer enters the camp. He asks if there are any 
Jews there. The Jews 
 reply 'yes'. The Russian officer then proceeds to recite, with them, the 
'Shehechiyanu'. He, himself, 
 had been a communist Pole, who went to live in Russia. His story. The 
Russians seek out the camp 
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 commander. The Jews say that he saved them. The execution of the 
commander, who was a  
 'Obersturmfuhrer'. 
 
6.00.59 Y was liberated on April 25, 1945, at night. The way out, to find their 
way to Lodz. On the way 
 there, the survivors heard for the first time the atrocities committed at 
Auschwitz. 
 
5.17 Arrival at Lodz. Searching for housing. They had been liberated in 
January 1945. The family looks 
 for their hidden belongings, but they had been taken. The only one 
thing remaining, was the Leica  camera, with which Y had taken some 
photos of the ghetto, and the collection of pictures by  
 Grossman, a friend of Y, who was taken to the death march a day 
before liberation. 
 
13.15 Y's older brother, the artist, has a lung illness, so he is taken to a 
sanatorium in Germany to heal. He stays there 2 years, 2 months. 
 
16.02 Y and a partner opened a manual carpentry business in Lodz; they also 
made suitcases. They  
 stayed there until January, 1946 [since May 1 the year before].  
 
17.42 Mother had been in Ravensbruck, returned practically unrecognizable 
because of her punishment. 
 She lived until she was 80 years old. Y and his parents manage to steal 
the border in order to 
 visit the older brother, who was hospitalized near Munich. [A younger 
brother had made his way  
 already to Palestine.] They stayed in a refugee camp in Feldafing, 
where they stayed until July  
 1949. 
 
23.03 Life in Feldafing. 
 
24.00 Y married in 1948, and went to live in a room in the famous mansion of 
the Jew Rattenauer, who 
 had been a prime minister in Germany. The house also sat in Feldafing, 
and Y and his wife lived 
 there until their immigration to Israel, in 1949. 
 
27.48 In July, 1949, on the eve of their departure to Israel, the carpentry shop 
was liquidated, and each 
 worker received some machinery. With his, Y was able to open a shop 
in Israel, together with his 
 father. 
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27.59 Welcome in Israel as a survivor from the Shoah. The older people had 
been sent by plane two  
 months before. They were sent to an immigrants' camp in Beer Yaakov. 
 
30.44 The first words that Y heard from an Israeli was: you got here just now, 
after the war [of 
 independence] is over?  Where have you been all this time? Y found it 
necessary to excuse  
 himself [!], saying he had been ill. 
 
31.18 They were sent to Saint Luke [later Sha'ar Halyiah] near Haifa, where 
his parents were already 
 living. 
 
34.35 Y worked as a carpenter in his uncle's business, and later on his own, 
until 1955. 
 
36.00 Y never told his story to the children. He felt they had compassion for 
what they had gone 
 through, and also pity, but the really never asked questions. When his 
dreams became hard 
 to handle, Y was advised by his doctor to give the testimony, which he 
did. Y now has the  
 feeling of having closed that chapter, finally. 
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