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SIMON, VOLTER 
 
1.00.50 Volter [hereafter V] was born in Austria in 1919, in Vienna. He 

was active in the youth section of the Social-Democratic party until 
it was banned in 1933. Then, he was active in the Zionist movement 
until 1938, when he fled Austria. He lived in Belgium until 1946, where 
he went to Brazil. He lived there until 1967 when he and his wife, with 
their two daughters, started making plans to emigrate to Israel. They 
arrived there in 1968. 

 
3.02 Family life in Austria. Jews were very assimilated to the Austrian 

culture. V lived in a working people's neighborhood. V's ties to 
anything Jewish came from his grandparents who were not 
observant. They went to the synagogue during the High Holidays 
[the men wore top-hats] and celebrated all the holidays. V's closer 
ties to Judaism came only after 1933 when he joined the Zionist 
movement. 

 
5.00 V had twin brothers who were 5 years younger. They and the 

parents died during the Holocaust, as well as all the other family 
members. 

 
6.13 V's father was a clerk during the difficult economic times between 

the 2 world wars. They considered themselves 'bourgeois'. The 
mother did not work. 

 
8.12 V completed his elementary and high school studies [4 years 

each]and also took some courses in the 'commercial' school [at the 
same time started to work in a store]. His schooling was in public 
Austrian schools. 

 
9.40 V's friends were, for the most part, gentiles. 
 
10.26 Anti-Semitism began to be felt immediately with the advent of 

Hitler, in 1933. 
 
11.48 All the bad experiences told by refugees from Germany, became 

reality also in Austria. They knew about the boycott to Jewish stores, 
etc. V himself felt the humiliation when ordered to clean the street 
with a tooth brush. Then, came the other restrictions, the 
imprisonments, and more.  V's father had been awarded a medal 
during WWI, and felt confident in his being Austrian. V started 
feeling the urge to flee. 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 



 
14.44 He fled from Austria to Germany, as the passage was still open. 

Arrived in Aachen on Rosh Hashanah 1938. There, V tried to find 
passage to Belgium - where he had friends. He got an 'escort' of 
Belgian soldiers, and arrived in Brussels. 

 
17.20 When V left his house, he didn't know it was for the last time. His 

parents had always talked about emigrating to Brazil, where 2 of his 
mother's brothers lived, so that the 'leaving' talk was never strange 
in the household. 

 
18.28 Although Belgium was free, there was the fear that he would be 

detained, as was happening to other refugees. After a couple of 
weeks, and a change in clothing, V ventured out. The Joint helped. 

 
19.05 It was difficult to work without the proper documents. The Belgian 

authorities declared that all refugees who would be willing to be 
interned in a refugee camp, would be granted the status of 
temporary resident after a certain period. V decided to do that, as 
the documents would grant him freedom, and the right to seek 
employment. The camp was between Brussels and Antwerp, in 
Mechelen. He stayed there 15 months, in a building which used to 
house the homeless. The residents could also learn a trade. Since V 
wanted to eventually go to Israel, he learned agriculture. V even 
started a branch of the youth movement there [Gordonia] and 
received one certificate to emigrate to Israel. Since v was the first 
on the list, he prepared to go. He first consulted with his parents, still 
in Vienna, who dissuaded him from the thought as 'very soon'. They 
were all going to leave for Brazil. He gave the certificate to a friend 
who, by the time V arrived in Israel, emigrated from there to Italy! 

 
25.45 There were between 500-600 refugees in the camp in Mechelen. 
 
20.24 After leaving Mechelen, V went to work in agriculture, first in Gelen 

and then in Bekkevert, on the border with Holland [Flemish speaking 
country]. V learned the language and worked there on a private 
farm. 

 
31.23 May 1940, when V was in the field, suddenly Dutch soldiers crossed 

the border to Belgium. After doing so, they took off their uniforms 
which were covering the German soldiers' uniforms. They didn't 
suspect V, but he was shocked nonetheless. There was another 
Jewish refugee in the village. At first, the Nazis were quiet, but when 
things started to deteriorate, the locals offered one of the two Jews 
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to Join the partisans. There was only one opening. 
 
34.00 The bans applied against the Jews in other places, were in effect in 

the village also. Rumors started that the Germans need to take 
people to 'work camps' to help in the fortification of the La Mancha 
channel area against the British invasion. 

 
36.00 When on a train in some kind of errand, the Germans conducted a 

document search. They concluded that V was a Jew, and sent him 
to Mechelen. He was one of the first to be taken. It was July 28, 
1942. Mechelen had become a place for Jewish detainees. V 
stayed there for a week. 

 
41.03 The other Jew in the village had gone to the partisans in the 

Ardennes. 
 
41.48 On August 4, V left with the first passenger train to Auschwitz, 

destination he did not know. There were 1,000 Jews on the train: 
only 6 survived. The trip took 3 days. They also noticed that they 
were not going west, as told. 

 
45.55 They arrived in Auschwitz - Birkenau on  August 6. 
 
48.00 Arrival and processing in Auschwitz. Selection - nothing prepared V 

and the others for the shock. The branding. 
 
53.00 His job was to dig graves, and collect bodies from the camp. 
 
2.00.00   V witnessed an SS throw a Jewish prisoner, still alive, in the 

common grave. 
 
05.00 V wrote his memoirs in 1946, to relieve himself from them. But he 

refused to read them since, fearing they will never leave his mind 
again. 

 
11.19 V's parents were taken to Minsk in 1942, with his brothers. 
 
12.26 In Auschwitz, an SS man asked V to become manager of a small 

working brigade. He refused, but luckily was not punished for that. V 
was one of the few who could speak German. 

 
13.40 Two weeks into the stay in Auschwitz, a group of healthy, young 

men was taken to work in Birkenau. They walked there. 
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14.32 V was sent to work in a quarry in Goleszow, 30-40 km from 
Auschwitz. 

 
15.26 The work detail counted with only 3 young men, the others were 

older. Work conditions at the quarry in the cold winter. Food was 
scarce. 

 
21.16 Only in Goleszow, it became known to V the existence of 

crematoria. 
 
24.38 At a certain point V was taken to work a machine in the cement 

plant. He worked there 2 years. When the SS men were replaced by 
Volksdeutsche V was lucky to be under the supervision of an 
Austrian one. 

 
30.26 Punishment by hanging, by downgrading the type of work and 

more suicides. 
 
40.37 About the Jewish kapos. 
 
43.46 There were less than 10 people working inside the plant. 
 
44.49 Attempts to rape the Jewish prisoners by the Germans. They also 

tried with v, but he managed to get away. 
 
47.03 Food stealing in order to survive. 
 
3.01.19   1945. They were taken to Auschwitz by truck. The Russians were 

already there. Then, they were taken by train to Sachsenhausen, 
where another number was tattooed on his arm. He was brought to 
the Henkel factory of war planes, where he worked from January to 
March 194?.  

 
2.47 V and the others decided to carry out a little sabotage there. Work 

force was scarce, and the Germans took care of it. 
 
3.32 When the allied forces bombed the factory, the workers were 

inside. They went out and saw that the electric fence had been 
broken. They escaped and hid in the forest, in the midst of a 
swamp. When the attack was over, without clothes and/or 
protection, the prisoners returned to the camp. 

 
6.11 April 1945, they were sent to Sachsenhausen [the death march] 

equipped with just half a loaf of bread. They were marched north, 
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to Denmark, where the Germans still had a stronghold. They 
marched north to Schwerin. They walked 10-12 days. On the night 
of May 7th to the 8th, a day before the end of the war, and a day 
before V's birthday, they woke up to the absence of Germans. For 3 
years they had feared the last day of the war, and here it was the 
last day, and nothing happened! 

 
10.19 They wanted to get to the Americans but the Russians met them 

first.. and they pointed them to the British soldiers. It took another 
day of walking, and many did not make it because of overeating 
after 3 years of hunger. 

 
10.58 After the British took care of the survivors, they were asked about 

the place of origin, to facilitate their return. V did not have any 
documents. He didn't know what happened to his family [although 
he could well imagine it] and said he was Belgian. He arrived there, 
went to a restaurant, ordered food -and the restaurant refused to 
charge him for it. V returned to his farmer, where he found all his 
belongings in perfect order awaiting him. He worked there all of 
1946. His uncle in Brazil managed to get him an entry permit. V 
arrived in Brazil in 194?  In Brazil V was very active in the Jewish 
community. All the years he lived there, he felt his place was in 
Israel, and that Israel was the only insurance to avoid a second 
Holocaust. Therefore, he wanted to 'fortify' the country by moving 
there with his family. V never received reparations from Germany, 
even though he was in forced labor there for almost 3 years. The 
reason? He was born in Austria. 

 
23.34 V doesn't have a problem visiting Germany or Austria. His interest is 

only the strength of Israel. And he doesn't have a problem with 
them. He never forgave them or forgot his life during the war, 
though.  
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