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GIVONI, ADA 
 
1.009.58   Ada Givoni, nee Rosenzweig, was born in Radom, Poland in 

1925, on April 25. She lived in a street where the majority was 
gentiles [with only 3 Jews]. Hers was a happy family, with 4 children. 
The house was beautiful. There were 2 boys and 2 girls. Ada's 
childhood was happy, and the economic situation was good. No 
one survived in the family, extended or not. Only the other sister 
who now lives in the US. Mother was one of 10 children, father was 
one of 12. The family got together often, on Shabbat, at Ada's 
home. Her mother was a wonderful hostess. There was a lot of 
singing in the home. Ada's father and older brother were true 
scholars. The brother had finished a course of study on book-
keeping. His name was Kadish. Her sister's name is Rushka. Kadish 
lived until 1943, the younger brother was taken immediately with her 
parents. He was 5. 

 
04.42 Since Ada lived in a Polish neighborhood, she went to Polish schools. 

She dominated the language so well that her teachers would point 
her out to the other students: 'look how this Jewess knows her Polish'. 

 
5.06 At home, Ada spoke both Yiddish and Polish. 
 
5.20 Father had a shoe factory. Every year the family would go on 

vacation to a nearby resort town, Garbatka. 
 
6.15 Ada's mother was a housewife. 
 
7.10 Father's family lived in the suburbs of Radom. Her mother's, near 

Ada's. 
 
7.19 There were 30,000 Jews in Radom. There was a Jewish gymnasium, 

and also an elementary school. There were many 'cheders' and 
many important Jewish figures lived there: the first Israel 
ambassador to Egypt, Eliyahu, was from Radom. 

 
9.00 Ada's father identified with a more liberal view. The NDKs were 

antisemitism, and once, when Ada was 8, he was attacked by them 
on the way to visit his parents.  A detective interrogated him after 
he was brought home, but he was afraid to tell what had exactly 
happened. 

 
12.09 Ada used to go to the Hashomer Hatzair, pulled by the music there 
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and the huge library, whose books Ada practically devoured. 
 
13.34 Ada's father was also liberal in his Jewish observance. From a very 

religious background, hw would go to see soccer games - which 
not many other observant Jews would do. 

 
17.00 In 1993, Ada went back to Radom, to visit her school. She didn't find 

it, but she found her former colleagues, with whom she shared 
many memories. 

 
20.27 A Jew would come to the Polish school, to teach Torah to the 3 

Jewish students. 
 
23.56 Ada sings 'My Yiddishe Mame' in Yiddish. And '_______________'.               
 
26.31 Ada had  a childhood, but her youth was taken away from her. 
 
27.30 The war starts. The family read it in the papers. The family went to 

find refuge with one of the aunts in Skaryszew, 40-50 km from 
Radom. They were afraid to stay in Radom, as it had ammunition 
factory. 

 
30.00 On the way there, they witnessed the fight between the Polish 

cavalry with swords, and the German war machinery. 
 
30.20 The family decided to go back to Radom. Many were fleeing to 

Russia, which Ada's older brother did with some friends. He reached 
Boronocitzz, and was unhappy there. 

 
34.00 The first days of the war; the many tragic incidents. Ada's family 

stayed in their home until 194l. Then, the moved in with an uncle, in 
Izedlenya, Ausilung [?]. In Glinice, where her paternal side of the 
family lived, there was a deportation of thousands. The remaining 
Jews from there were sent to valova [?] which later became a 
ghetto. 

 
40.38 When the Germans needed work force for an ammunitions plant, 

Ada, her sister and brother were chosen. The Germans then took 
500 people. Ada and her brother went to the ammunitions factory; 
her sister, to a different factory in Kuznia. 

 
43.57 On the day Ada and her siblings were chosen to go to work, her 

parents and younger brother were put on trains, and sent to their 
deaths. [There were already rumors about the extermination of the 
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Jews, but no one could imagine how it was done.] 
 
44.15 They were taken to Treblinka. Her oldest sister, who was tortured by 

her employer, fled back to the ghetto. She later married there. 
 
44.54 Her older brother, who had returned from Russia, couldn't get used 

to the conditions in the ammunitions factory. He fled back to the 
ghetto. Ada was the only one still in the factory. 

 
48.00 Ada witnessed many executions in the factory. Her punishment [25 

blows] for receiving a care package from her brother-in-law. After 
the incident, when on a visit to the ghetto, she fled the factory 
forever. 

 
52.11 Jewish police in the factory, and the favoritism they showed to their 

own family and friends. 
 
53.00 Life in the ammunition factory. 
 
2.04.07   Ada had difficulty processing the way that many died, at the 

hands of others, for an insignificant transgression. 
 
11.47 Ada lived in the ghetto illegally, until her siblings managed to obtain 

a work permit for her. Then, the rumors reached the ghetto that all 
those deported were burned alive. 

 
14.20 Conditions worsened in the ghetto, as many of those rounded up 

for work never returned. Ada's jobs there, and the conditions there. 
 
16.42 Ada is saved from execution at the hands of a drunk Ukrainian, by a 

bottle of vodka someone gave him. 
 
17.37 Situation worsened by the day until 1944, when her brother, 

unemployed, volunteered to work in burning the many corpses 
around. He was burned with the other volunteers at the end of the 
day. 

 
24.20 The Hashomer Hatzair stopped functioning early on, in the ghetto. 
 
26.42 Ada's contact with the Judenrat. 
 
30.38 The Actions Ada witnessed in the ghetto. 
 
32.30 In 1944, the ghetto was liquidated. Those Jews left there were taken 
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to the ammunition factory where Ada had worked. There were 
about 2,000-3,000 Jews there. Ada was recognized immediately 
and given a job in the factory. Some of the other people gob jobs 
there too. 

35.02 When the factory was closed, all the Jews remaining were sent to 
Tomasov. They walked for 2 days. All of the children and elderly 
were taken out of the columns, and shot dead. 

 
37.00 After arriving in Tomasov, they waited [in horrible conditions] to be 

transported to Auschwitz. They knew that that was a death camp. 
 
38.40 They were put in dirty cattle cars. 
 
39.30 Arrival in Auschwitz at sunrise. They were welcomed by the 

comment of a Jewish woman: 'you are coming in through the door, 
but will leave that way'. She was pointing to the smoke coming out 
of the chimneys. 

 
40.00 Processing into Auschwitz. The looks of the people. 
 
45.00 Mengele was in charge of the Selections. 
 
50.00 Another selection during which Mengele chose those who had 

worked in Vitfurnia, the ammunition factory, and sent them to work 
in Czechoslovakia. Better conditions in Sosnowicz. There were 2 
factories: Siemens, to where Ada's sister went to work, and Kluger - 
where Ada went to work. 

 
53.00 After a while, Ada was also transferred to Siemens, the weapons 

factory. Some British soldiers, who were prisoners, worked there. Red 
Cross supported them, and they gave something to the Jewish 
prisoners. Ada and her sister worked there until liberation, on May 5. 
Russians liberated them. 

 
56.00 Memories of liberation. 
 
57.00 Everyone wanted to go home to look for relatives. It took Ada and 

her sister weeks to go to Radom. They only found an aunt-in-law, 
and lived with her. 

 
59.22 They heard about the pogrom in Kielce. 
 
3.00.00   What they heard from eyewitnesses. 
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3.00 Brother-in-law sends for the sisters. They all end up in Stuttgart. 
 
4.39 Jewish life there. 
 
5.00 Possibility arises to immigrate to Israel. A group is formed. First stop is 

Italy. 
 
8.54 Ada spent 4 months in Italy. An envoy arrived, and distributed 

certificates to immigrate to Israel. Ada was on the last ship whose 
passengers were sent to Atlit, rather than Cyprus. A cousin 
managed to get Ada our of the Atlit camp, and she moved to Tel 
Aviv. 

 
11.00 No one knew or understood what she had gone through. 
 
20.00 Ada's life. She never wanted to tell about her Holocaust 

experiences. Only her grandchildren wanted to know her stories. 
 
 23.16 Ada has nightmares about her past. 
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