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ZALKIND, LEA – 1 Tape 
 
1:00:40 Lea Zalkind was born on February 26, 1932. Her maiden name was  
  Mattersdorfer. She was born in Karlovac, they Yugoslavia and today  
  Croatia. 
 
1:01:36 Her paternal father's family also lived there. Father was one of 6 children. 
 
1:02:29 There were only 100 Jewish families in Karlovac. There was no Jewish  
  school. Lea was the only Jewish child in elementary school. On Fridays,  
  father would take Lea out of school for an hour of Bible study, taught by  
  the cantor, in the synagogue. 
 
1:03:49 Lea's family was traditional but not orthodox. There was much   
  assimilation in Yugoslavia. 
 
1:04:20 Lea's father had at first a comb factory, and then one making forks and  
  teaspoons. Both parents worked there. A housekeeper kept the home  
  going. 
 
1:05:32 Among the Jews in Lea's town, all of them were well-to-do. 
 
1:07:49 All the aunts and uncles married before the war, and each had one child. 
 
1:08:00 With the outbreak of the war with Germany. Lea's father and her 3 uncles  
  were mobilized. The war lasted one week before Yugoslavia capitulated.  
  Lea's father and 2 of the uncles returned home. The other uncle had been  
  taken prisoner - he was the only one who survived the Holocaust. 
 
1:13:49 Soon fater, Lea's father was taken by the Ustasha and held as guarantor. If  
  the partisans would do something, then the father would be killed. Lea's  
  father and his younger brother were taken in not as Jews, but as   
  communists. 
 
1:13:41 Father was allowed to receive food from home, and Lea would take the  
  food. She was the conduit for all the business questions Lea's mother had  
  in order to continue to run the factory. 
 
1:15:19 After as month, Lea's father told her that he will be taken to another place.  
  He gave his watch for Lea's mother. That night, he was taken to Zagreb  
  and killed there as a consequence of a partisan activity. 20 Jews were shot  
  in Zagreb. 
 
1:16:11 When the mother heard from Lea that her father was being taken to  
  Zagreb next day, she herself went there. She was told he had already been  
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  executed, but she concealed the news from Lea. Lea spent the war praying 
  for her father's safe return. 
 
1:21:08 Lea's mother manages to send her away, with a gentile woman, to a village 
  near the Italian border. She promised to join her but, just in case, gave Lea 
  some money and the address of an aunt in Israel. Lea was 9 years old. 
 
1:22:14 Lea's mother joined her after 3 weeks. Lea's maternal grandmother also  
  joined them. 
 
1:25:31 As the Germans approach, Lea and her family flee to Trieste, where  
  Mussolini was accepting the refugees from Yugoslavia. They were there  
  for a month, huddling with hundred other refugees in the Great   
  Synagogue. 
 
1:26:37 They were then sent to  Concordia, in the province of Modena. Lea's  
  mother became the cook of the Fascist police commander. 
 
1:29:49 In 1943, with the arrival of the Germans, the chief of police warned the  
  Jews to flee at night. 
 
1:30:26 Those who still had money, were accepted in Switzerland. Those who  
  didn't, like Lea's family by now, had to find other ways. 
 
1:31:23 They walked the entire night to a very poor convent on this hills. After a  
  week, they moved on to Modena, to the home of an acquaintance of Lea's  
  mother. 
 
1:35:57 The effort to obtain false documents in a convent in Nonantola. Lea and a  
  friend rode their rented bikes there. 
 
1:42:33 They obtain the documents. A priest recommends Lea and her family to  
  go to his sister's village, where she will never disclose the refugees   
  Jewishness. 
 
1:43:02 Lea and her family were in that village until the end of the war. The  
  women worked there, but they managed to get food [while the entire Italy  
  hungered for bread]. 
 
1:44:19 Daily schedule of the family. 
 
1:46:35  Death of the grandmother because of a heart ailment. Grandmother was  
  buried as a Christian. 
 
1:53:57 At the edge of the village there was a bridge which the Germans used to  
  transport arms and equipment. The British tried to destroy it, but their  
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  bombs only damaged the homes. The people were saved because Lea, who 
  had been up very early in the morning, saw the British Spitfires flying a  
  reconnoiter mission just before the bombardment. Lea managed to wake  
  everyone up, and found refuge nearby. Later, the partisans came to blow  
  up the bridge, but they warned the inhabitants to vacate the village. From  
  then on, Lea and the others slept in basements a distance away, for the few 
  weeks until the end of the war. [Fiorano] 
 
1:56:51 At the end of the war [Lea was then 13 years old] she overheard her  
  mother telling about her father's execution. Lea then decided not to go  
  back to Yugoslavia. She wanted to immigrate to Israel. 
 
2:00:00 Lea returns to Italy in 1975. 
 
2:10:23 Encounter with the refugees coming to Modena from the concentration  
  camp. 
 
2:10:50 Le and her mother immigrated to Israel, legally, in 1945, on the British  
  ship Princess Kathleen. The passengers were pregnant women and   
  children from the youth aliya organization. 
 
2:11:31 First steps in Israel. 
 
2:28:00 Lea never discussed the Shoah with her children, although she talked  
  about it with her husband, also a survivor. 
 
2:30:00 Lea always found a barrier with her aunt who did not experience the war.  
  Lea says that those who survived the hell of the Shoah, value life and  
  judge events around them in a completely different fashion. 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 




