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DAGAN, BEN-TZION 
 
1.01 Ben-Tzion Dagan was born in 1927 in the little village of Lakhva, in 

Poland, or Western Belarus [White Russia]. Until 1939, Lakhva was 
part of Poland. There were about 2,000 Jews among a general 
population of 5,000. Few of the Jews were merchants; the majority 
had workshops in different specialties. Life was very difficult. 

 
2.19 Ben-Tzion [hereafter referred to as BT] went to the Yavne school. His 

family was large: an older brother and 5 sisters. BT was the 
youngest. 

 
 
2.37 The older brother was married in 1937. He was in a hachshara 

[preparatory farm before making aliya] in Kerinki [?] near Vilna. He 
had 2 children. Chanah was born in 1938 and Arie in 1941, when 
the Germans came to town. 

 
3.27 Sister Riva was married in 1935 to Baruch Livlevich. She had 2 

children: Leibele was born in 1936, and the second, Arie, was born 
on the same day as the older brother's Arie. Both boys were born in 
BT's home. 

 
4.19 BT belonged to the Shomer Haleumi movement, while his sisters 

belonged to the Hashomer Hatzair. 
 
4.59 With the incoming of the Russians in 1939, BT transferred to a Russian 

school. 
 
5.11 BT's father was a shoemaker. 
 
6.26 Examples of anti-Semitism. 
 
8.05 BT's home was observant, the same as all the other Jews. 
 
9.00 BT loved to fish, and still does. 
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10.23 Shlomo, BT's brother, was a barber. He had his own shop. He also 
played the violin. 

 
10.45 Before the war started, in 1941, Shlomo was sent to help build an 

air strip in Kobryn, near Brisk. 
 
11.42 June 22, 1941: BT was fishing while he heard cries and saw running. 

The war had started. He ran home. The day marked the end of 
BT's childhood. 

 
12.36 Baruch, the brother-in-law, was enlisted immediately. 
 
12.43 The Russian army began to flee eastward. The Jews already knew 

what will happen under the Germans, because - since 1939 - they 
had seen the arrival of refugees from Warsaw and Lodz. 

 
15.44 A week after the war began, the brother managed to return 

home from Kobryn. Both his wife and BT's sister were at the end of 
their pregnancy. Fleeing was almost impossible. They stayed. 

 
16.01 BT was 14, and he understood that the end was near, but also that 

fleeing was not possible at that time. The brother-in-law fled the 
Russian army as it was retreating but Riva, BT's sister - sent him 
away so he wouldn't be tried as a deserter. 

 
19.13 Entrance of Germans. The non-Jews greeted them with happiness, 

with bread and salt [as it was customary to treat important 
guests]. For a week they didn't touch the Jews. Afterwards, when 
the SS arrived, they immediately decreed a curfew, and other 
measures [identification badges, etc.]. 

 
22.20 After a few days, all men over the age of 14 were called to report 

for work. BT, his father and his brother went. 
 
25.29 They were sure they would be shot, but were miraculously spared. 
 
26.20 The men were taken to work. BT did blacksmith work on the 

railroads, repairing the bridges the Russians had exploded during 
their withdrawal. 
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27.15 Hunger was prevalent. In order to eat they sold all of their house 
belongings to the gentiles. The situation continued like that until 
the spring of 1942. 

 
30.17 The birth and circumcision of BT's two nephews. The Germans 

expropriated the family's cow. 
 
31.42 BT's parents were sickly, and couldn't work. Spring 1942. 
 
32.41 First seder night. The family sat without food. Germans and police 

entered with violence to measure the house. They were preparing 
the ghetto. BT's house sat on its border. Next day, Jews began 
arriving. 50-60 people came to live in the house, which had 4 
bedrooms and a kitchen. BT's family, all 20 of them, moved to one 
of the rooms. 

 
35.28 The sight of people, swollen from hunger, sitting in the streets. By 

night they were dead! 
 
36.06 Bread rations. Work load. 
 
36.44 Rumors began spreading of big trenches having been dug by the 

forest. The Jews were sure those were their graves. Others thought 
that the Germans wanted to put gasoline containers there. It 
would have been possible for some to run away, but no one had 
the heart to desert their families. 

 
37.56 September 2, 1942. BT worked 20 km from Lakhva. It was 

especially hard to work under heavy blows. 
 
40.00 The next morning, Jews woke up to screams and yells. They were 

surrounded by armed Germans. All the Jews went out and stood 
on the street. BT lost sight of his family. Whoever wanted to 
approach the ghetto's fence in order to flee was turned back by 
the Germans. The Jews decided to go down fighting, and got 
hold of anything that could be used as weapons. When the SS 
force arrived, it was time for the rebellion to begin. Yitzchak 
Rokhchin was the first to kill a German, with an axe. Then the Jew 
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jumped into the river where a German killed him The tumult 
began. 

 
50.16 BT's house was set on fire. His mother was inside. Despite his efforts, 

BT could not save his mother. She burned. 
 
52.09 BT witnessed many suicides. He began searching for his family. He 

managed to save one sister, Mira, from committing suicide but 
then lost track of her. Finally, he found his father. That day, BT lost 
his entire family. The father couldn't run, like others tried. Again, BT 
and his father were separated. He found his sister-in-law, dead, 
holding her baby who was still alive.  BT was pushed against the 
fence, which began to give in from the human mass pressure. On 
the other side, the Germans were shooting. BT crossed the fallen 
fence and ran on. He went from courtyard to courtyard. Then, he 
shed his shirt with the Magen David, and felt free! He kept his 
boots. He arrived at the Polish neighborhood. 

 
2.01.06  BT arrived in Shlakhta, where a Pole tried to capture him. He 

managed to escape him by running through the fields. Other 
people were also running toward the Pripet river, 6-8 km away. 
Germans shot at them, and many were felled. He joined another 
18 people from the ghetto and one of them knew several ways to 
escape. 

 
6.52 While they rested in a forest, recapping the horrible events of the 

day, they could hear the singing of the gentiles, even from far 
away. 

 
12.43 Meeting with partisans and some exiles from the ghetto. Only 

those who had weapons were mobilized as partisans. 
 
15.00 BT and a friend were not accepted by partisans because of their 

young age. They began to wander alone. 
 
20.46 Passing over the border from Russia to Poland. The friends get 

separated but then they reunite, fleeing all the time. They were in 
Byelorussia. 

 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 



25.00 Sojourn with the partisans, where they were not allowed to fight 
because their physical condition. They stole an axe and fled to 
another partisan camp, where they were accepted as full 
fledged fighters. It was 1943. 

 
35.43 The activities of the partisans BT joined. Life with the partisans. Anti-

Semitism among the partisans. 
 
50.00 The end of that partisan camp. 
 
3.03.19  The end of the camp locade. 50 partisans were left out of the 

original 120.  April 1943. 
 
3.57 June 1944. The goal was to walk to the front and stake a position 

so that the Germans would not be able to retreat. 
 
16.27 After a few days, 40 of the partisans were sent back to the forest 

in order to find any Germans who may have fled there, and killed 
them. They did so. 

 
21.47 On a mission to Bialystok, BT manages to make a stopover to the 

city of his birth, Lakhka. He finds a small group of Jews living in a 
house [the only Jewish survivors there] and a pile of letters 
addressed there from people who survived. He finds a letter from 
his older brother, serving in the Red army. Tries to make 
contacted, but does not succeed. 

 
22.07 BT is mobilized into the Red Army in 1944. He served there for 7 

years. 
 
23.22 In 1949, BT got his first furlough from the army, and traveled to 

Kursk to visit a surviving uncle and his family. There, he finds a 
surprise: a letter from his brother originating in Ramle, Israel! 

 
27.00 BT goes back to his base, where he gets in trouble for hitting a 

soldier. He is sent to prison for 3 weeks. [BT suspected that the 
letter from his brother had been found: it was 1948. 
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31.16 BT and others were sent to a forced labor camp in 1950. It was winter 
, and the temperature was -40 degrees. He worked hard, and was also 
interrogated for a month, everyday. They wanted to know if they had relatives 
outside of Russia. BT at first denied it, but he also saw that everyday someone 
else had disappeared. BT hit the interrogator, and fled to his room. To his 
amazement, no one followed him. On that day, he wrote a letter to his brother 
in Israel, explaining that this might be his last communication. 

 
38.48 Upon his release from the army, he didn't know where to go. He decided to go 

to Kursk, to his relatives, where he met his wife and married her a month later. 
He had 3 children there, and arrived in Israel with his family in 1959. 

 
48.00 Encounter with his brother in Israel. 
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