
RG-50.120*0251     4 Tapes 
KALFUS, YOCHANAN 
 
Tape I 
 
1.00 He was born in Vichyne, Ukraine in 1923, but lived outside the city. He was one of six 
 children. His father was a farmer and tradesman. His grandfather owned a pub, where his 
 mother worked. The Bochnia village, where the family lived, belonged to Poland, and 

was surrounded by forests. 
 
1.05 He describes life in the village. Some antisemitism but also good neighborly relations. 

He went to school in Vichyne, but stopped at age 13. 
 
1.12 Describes synagogue in Vichyne and religious life. There was also a large prison nearby. 
 
1.15 Describes his home life. He became a skilled trader, buying from passing travelers and 

willing with a profit. 
 
1.19 Describes his social life as an adolescent. 
 
1.25 Describes home life, his mother's family and the people who worked for the family. 
 
1.32 He was 16 years old when the war broke out. They thought about escaping to Russia but 

did not. His brother, who did escape, returned. 
 
1.40 Describes German occupation, curfews and beatings. All men were recruited to clear the 

snow. He and his family were trading food to the Jews in the ghetto Bochnia. 
 
1.45 Describes incident in 1940 with German soldiers and commander Littman. 
 
1.48 In 1941 all men were ordered to assemble in the synagogue in Vichyne and were then 

taken to work camps. 
 
1.54 Describes smuggling food into the ghettos in Bochnia and Krakow. 
 
2.00 Describes arrival of refugees from Posnan and Krakow who were absorbed by families in 

the village. 
 
2.03 Describes Jewish community in Vichyne headed by Friedman, the Jewish order police. 

An incident of abuse by German and his rescue by Friedman. 
 
2.08 How they organized the trade with the ghettos in Bochnia and Krakow. Names Jews who 

collaborated with the Germans and gave away Jews who hid goods and traded. 
 
2.20 Describes smuggling until 1942 and bribing Polish police. 
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2.31 Talks about Austrian commander Wolf who helped Jews. 
2.36 In 1941 he was recruited to a work camp near Plaszow. They worked for Kluck firm, 

building rails that ultimately led to Auschwitz. 
 
2.45 Describes work. In 1942 he escaped home and resumed trading. 
 
2.52 Describes Plaszow, work, food, accommodations, the hanging of 12 men. 
 
3.01 Repeats first hour. 
 
Tape II 
 
4.02 Describes his village in 1942. Back in the village he resumed trading with the ghettos, 

meat for gold. They became quite rich. Some used their money to escape to Hungary and 
Sweden. 

 
4.10 They did not know about the exterminations in Auschwitz. Mentions sadistic Nazi who 

killed many, telling them that they are taken to work. 
 
4.15 German Jews who assisted the Gestapo. 
 
4.19 Trading with food. 
 
4.23 Repeats story about Austrian commander Wolf. 
 
4.24 19 August 1942 all Jews in the village were ordered to assemble. He organized an escape 

to forest nearby. His mother did not want to come . Some of the family escaped, the rest 
were taken by the Germans. 

 
4.48 Describes going back to village to see what had happened. They were warned to go back 

to the forest. 
 
5.01 Hears what had happened to the Jews brought to Bochnia who were loaded on trucks and 

killed in three days - 10,000 people. 
 
5.10 Tells about non Jews who gave away their Jewish friends. 
 
5.16 Met with another Jewish family living in the forest. 
 
5.20 Describes life in the forest and their relationship with the villagers. A rich villager helped 

them and hid them. 
 
5.29 On Yom Kippur he went to Bochnia, passing as a non Jew, describes. 
 
5.35 The fate of his family who did not go into hiding. 6 of his aunts' sons were sent to work 

camp. Two daughters were shot. 
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5.48 He organized a group of young people to escape. 
 
5.52 He and his brother beat up three guys who gave Jews away to the Gestapo. 
 
5.56 Describes their escape from the ghetto and building bunkers. Then going back to the 

ghetto, being caught by the Jewish police and sent to Rakovchyk to work. Then escaping 
back to the forest. 

 
6.16 In the winter they hid out at a peasant woman. They stole food for her. Others paid 

people to hide them. 
 
6.33 In the summer they went back to their bunkers in the forest. 
 
6.39 He got caught by Gestapo during an outing and beat up, but later escaped. 
 
6.51 He went to a woman who was hiding weapons for Poles and gave her clothes in 

exchange for a gun. 
 
6.56 Talks about Shimon Regel, head of the underground and Gusta Davidson. 
 
Tape III 
 
7.00 Names people in his bunker: the Lieblich family, Schimik L., Markus. Describes 

building large bunker with Schimik. 
 
7.09 Describes bunker of partisans. The partisan group went to redeem belongings from a 

peasant woman and in a fight with her sons, killed both of them.  The German police 
came and killed all the Jews in hiding. The peasant population was outraged by the 
partisan group. 

 
7.19 Describes fight between his group and the partisan group. 
 
7.24 Revenge acts by different groups. 
 
7.34 Describes family hiding out, where woman gave birth and killed the baby. The bunker of 

a resistance group was discovered and everybody was killed. 
 
7.46 He went to look for Jews in the Carpats. They built a very large bunker and planned to 

bring everybody there. 
 
7.53 The Germans discovered their old bunker and killed everybody. He and his brother 

escaped to the new bunker in the Carpats. 
 
7.57 How they got guns. 
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8.10 Life in the bunker, different bunker hideouts. 
 
8.20 Summer 1944. Incident of non Jewish partisans killing Jews. 
 
8.27 Hears of Russian advance to Warsaw and partisans fight. 

  
8.36 Their bunker was attacked while they were not there and everybody was killed. 
 
8.44 They hid out with then old friend of his father. Describes making a living by robbing 

the peasants. They passed as non Jews. 
 
8.46 January 1945. The bombing of the village, advance of Russians and liberation. 
 
9.07 He and most Jews that were left went to Krakow and found places to live. He and 

brother started a business. 
 
9.15 He met the maid who had worked for the family who told him what had happened to his 

family. 
 
9.19 He was stopped on bus transporting his goods, was arrested and then released. He 

changed his name and age to avoid trial and the army. 
 
9.28 Tells about the resistance group who killed an SS officer in Warsaw. Almost all of them 

were killed. 
 
9.39 Case of three sisters whose family was killed. He helped them to retrieve the bodies and 

bury them. 
 
9.43 People who tried to kill him because he knew who gave away people and told the 

Germans about his bunker. 
 
9.56 In November 1948 he went to Israel and enlisted in the army. 
 
9.52 His plan to find the bodies of his friends in the bunker and to bring them to burial. 
 
Tape IV 
 
10.00 His return to Vichyne, his meeting with Julian Bereta and Ignats and their failed efforts 

to find the bodies of his friends. 
 
10.07 His friend Ignats finds the bodies and they were buried in the cemetery in Krakow.  
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