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INBAR, DANIEL 
 
I 
1.00 He was born Oct. 1932 in Warsaw. Last name was Burstein. His mother was a 

teacher; his father was a published novelist in Yiddish, edited a paper and taught 
history. Describes his family life. 2 aunts went to Palestine in 1924. 

 
1.15 Sept. 2939 Describes outbreak of war. Father went to Bialystok and mother and 

he joined later. 
 
1.27 Describes life in Bialystok. Parents worked in Jewish school. 
 
1.29 Family joined aunt who lived in Moscow in 1940. He went by himself to live with 

aunt in Leningrad for 4 months. Father was unemployed. 
 
1.35 Family moved to Kovno where father found work with a Yiddish newspaper. He 

went to a Jewish school. In July the Russian-German war started and the 
Germans entered Kovno. The Lithuanians welcomed the Germans. 

 
1.49 Describes life in Kovno and the changes when the Germans came. Anti Jewish 

decrees, and the abuse of Jews by the Lithuanians. 
 
1.54 Describes the move to the ghetto in Slobotka. Describes life in the ghetto. 

Hunger and despair. Describes the Judenrat and cruelty of the Jewish police. 
 
2.15 Oct. 1941. The order to assemble and the selection. 10,000 were taken to the fort 

and killed. He and parents were saved. 
 
2.29 Describes conditions in the ghetto. Hunger and illness. 
 
2.35 Social life in the ghetto. His work. 
 
2.43  Father home schooled him. His friends and their games. 
 
2.47 First Action in 1942. He and family hid out. 
 
2.50 His work in a carpentry workshop. 
 
2.55 Describes another Action. Only 7,000 out of 120,000 remained. Describes cruelty 

of Jewish police. 
 
3.05 The ghetto was abolished in July. They were taken by train, separated by sexes. 

Describes the train ride with father. They arrived in Landsberg and marched to 
the camp. 
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3.16 The children were taken by train to Dachau. After a week, they were taken by 
train to Auschwitz. 

 
3.33 He jumped from the train, hid in a forest and then walked to a village and was 

taken in by a peasant who told him to change his name and go east because the 
Germans were in the west. 

 
3.45 He made up a new personal history. He called himself Jan Janovitch. He was 12 

years at the time. He was taken in by another peasant by the name of Costira. 
 
II 
4.00 Talks about his father who published 4 books. 
 
4.05 Life in the village Lengini, with the peasant family of Costira. Costira never asked 

him, but knew that he was Jewish. He made him an ID card and was accepted as 
a member of the family. 

 
4.25 He was very friendly with the oldest daughter of Costira who taught him. 
 
4.35 Describes winter and preparations for Xmas and Sylvester. 
 
4.40 Describes the advance of the Russian army and the retreat of the Germans. 

When the Russians arrived they were free. 
 
4.47 Describes life and work in the village. In Feb. 1946 he went by train to Lodz to 

look for his family. 
 
4.58 In Lodz he changed his name back to Burstein. He was told that his father had 

died in Landsberg and that his mother was in Moscow. He was taken to a 
children's home. 

 
5.13 After 2 months he was rejoined with his mother. They joined Hashomer Hatzair 

and prepared to make aliya. They went by train to Lindenwelt near Munich. 
 
5.20 Describes Lindenwelt. The organization of the group, school life and social life. 
 
5.32 In 1947 he and the older children were taken to France to a camp in Debuque. 

He went on the boat Exodus with 4500 others. Described population on boat. 
 
5.40 Describes the boat ride. They were pursued by 7 British war ships that prevented 

them from going ashore in Ashdod. 
 
5.46 Describes the struggle with British soldiers who redirected them to Haifa where 

they were reloaded onto 3 commercial boats. 
 
6.02 They were taken back to France but refused to leave the boat. After 6 weeks they 
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were taken to Hamburg where they were carried off the boat. They were taken by 
train to a camp near Lübeck. Describes life in the camp. 

 
6.23 The end of March, his group of 20 received fake certificates, went to France and 

from there by boat to Israel in April 1948. He joined his aunt in Petach Tikva. 
 
6.29 In May 1948 he started school and finished high school. 
 
6.34 After graduation he enlisted in the army. Describes his life in the army air force. 

He was discharged in 1952 and went to the Technion where he graduated in 
1957 as a building engineer. He also got married. 

 
6.41 He enlisted again in the 1956 war and then in the 1967 war. He lived in Ramat 

Aviv and had 2 children. 
 
6.45 In the Yom Kippur war he was stationed at the Suez Canal severely injured. 
 
6.46 Describes reunion with Teresa Costira in 1983. 
 
III 
7.01 Describes his adjustment in Israel. He talked about his experiences only after 10 

years at the request of his son. 
 
7.09 Describes his severe head injury and his long recovery. 
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