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Abstract: Marie was born on January 27, 1923 in Suchdol, Czechoslovakia.  She 

was the youngest and only daughter in a family with three children.  
Neither of her parents survived the war.  During the war Marie was sent to 
Auschwitz and Bergen-Belsen.  She describes her experiences.  After the 
war she found her older brother who she thought had died.  Marie has 
many health issues after the war and develops tuberculosis.  After some 
time, she married and moved to Israel. 

 
01:00:36 Marie was born in 1923 in Suchdol.  The family home was 300 years old, 

and they were the only Jewish family in Suchdol.  Her grandfather bought 
the home in 1860.  Marie’s mother was one of four daughters of a widow.  
Marie’s grandmother was happy that her daughter married into a well to-
do family.  The family did not keep kosher, and her mother adapted.  They 
had a farm, a shop, and a beer room.  Her father did not farm, but he 
rented the land out and kept the business.  

 
Marie was the youngest child, and she had two older brothers.  She had a 
very happy childhood.  There was no anti-Semitism.  When she was 
eleven years old, she went to high school in a nearby town but she had no 
friends and hated school.  At fourteen, her teacher who was a Nazi treated 
her badly.  The other Jews left the country, but her father believed in 
German culture and therefore did not leave. The teacher talked about Nazi 
ideas.  The principal of the school called her and asked her parents to take 
her out of the school.  She stayed at home for a while and was then sent to 
another school far away from her home.  

 
While at school, they were awakened one night, told to jump out of bed, 
and soldiers jumped into their beds.  The soldiers had just crossed the 
border.  The principal sent a wire to Marie’s father to come and get her.  
He did and then sent her to another school.   

 
On March 15, 1939, Marie heard a loud noise.  There were lots of tanks.  
Marie called home.  All of the workers had suddenly quit their jobs. She 
went home again.  The family was afraid and wanted to get visas to any 
country, but preferably to the United States.  But not everyone got a visa.  

  
01:15:10 A cousin left for Palestine.  They had a two-year-old child and wanted  
  Marie to come with them to take care of the child.  Her mother wanted the  
  family to stay together, and that was a big mistake.   
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01:17:10 Marie wanted to meet other young Jews, and went twice a week on her 
bike to another town, Kolin, 11 kilometers away.  It was a good 
experience.  It was not a Zionist group, because they did not exist in small 
towns.  Anti-Jewish laws started in a clever fashion.  Jews had to give 
away lots of things: radios, jewelry, furs, boots, bikes, and dogs.  They had 
to wear yellow stars. 

 
01:22:18 They were forbidden to leave, and they could not participate in physical 

education.  It was shocking.  Marie’s home did not observe Jewish 
holidays.  Religion was a subject in school, by one teacher, a young Rabbi, 
who asked her to sing in synagogue.  She did and loved it.    

 
2:00:34 Marie’s father told her that she could fight better than others because she 

was Jewish, and when she returned to school she did win the fights.  She 
loved to go to the church across the street, and she sang there on many 
occasions.   

  
Marie’s mother prepared a dowry for her: linens, clothes, etc., which she 
put in a big box and hid at a priest’s home.  Marie did not know this.  She 
lost all her friends, because they were afraid to associate with her. 

 
Marie’s older brother, Otto, finished school and moved back home.  He 
wanted to be an opera singer.  He was sent to a working farm.  Marie tells 
her brother’s story.  Marie’s other brother was named Girka.  

 
Once a year, the whole family met at a hotel in Kolin with all the aunts, 
uncles, and cousins.  Marie’s father paid for it from the farm proceeds.  It 
was 55 kilometers east of Prague.  Two big landowners wanted her 
father’s farm. One landowner invited the Gestapo of Kolin and entertained 
them. When they were drunk, he told them about the only Jewish family 
still in the community and that they were not liked.  The landowner said 
the family was hiding goods.  At 4:00 A.M., the officers broke the front 
door, shot at the walls, and took her parents barefoot to Kolin, a walk of 
eleven kilometers.  Marie and one brother stayed in the house, but every 
other night two or three soldiers came in shooting.  There was very little 
food in the house.  Marie’s parents were in prison in Kolin for three 
months.  

 
2:19:48  In the cellar, there were lots of drinks.  They found many hidden things 

including gold, and a collection of old coins.  Marie gave many bad 
answers and spent some nights in jail.  One soldier raped her.  She could 
not tell her brother.  Marie stayed in the bath for hours.  Later on she had 
problems with boyfriends.   
Marie’s father was beaten many times.  Then he had nothing else to tell.  
They found hidden leather for shoes and boots. 
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3:13:27 Marie went to see her mother in prison.  She relates the planning and 
execution of the visit.  The “rapist” told her mother that she had spent the 
night with her.  She told her it was a lie and left successfully.   

 
Marie’s parents were tried for hiding goods.  Her older brother was 
brought from the farm because he most likely helped the father and was a 
witness.  Marie’s father spent six years in prison, and her mother spent 
four years in prison, and Otto spent two and a half years in prison.  All of 
them were in different places.  Her mother’s jail was with other Jewish 
women and with German criminals.  The criminals did not want to be with 
the Jewish women, and so the women were sent to Auschwitz.  Marie’s 
father died in his jail cell.  A German stated that he died of heart failure, 
but he was known to be a very healthy man.  

 
3:23:05 There was a notice in the village that anybody who had things given to 

them by the Jewish family must give it up in two days.  At night, Marie’s 
brother, rode his bike to the different places and told them that they should 
give everything up.  The priest said no, and he was taken and never 
returned.  Good people left some food on their windows.  Jews were 
“invited” to report to the ghetto.  Marie sang on the train.  She was happy 
to be among Jews on a train going away from the village. 

  
4:00:23 In the beginning, business was controlled by Germans who took the 

profits.  After she went to the ghetto, they bought some milk and other 
items.   When they left the village, people were standing sadly by the road.  
There was a black book which had the debts of the villagers in it.  If not 
paid after three years, they got a letter from a lawyer.  Therefore, some 
people  were smiling when they left.   

 
Marie did not know anything about Terezin (Theresienstadt).  There were 
three transports from Kolin.  Marie looked for her Aunt Elena.  Her 
suitcase was there.  She was told she took her own life during the night.  
Marie mentions her aunt’s funeral.  She later visited her grave at the 
Jewish cemetery.  Heydrich was assasinated while she waited for a 
transport to the Terezin.  The Gestopo’s reaction was terrible. 

 
4:13:55 Marie found out after the war about this episode.  There were several 

transports to the East.  In the ghetto, new arrivals registered.  She and her 
brother were kept in place as they were waiting for their parents.  They 
stayed two to three months inside the building.  She was assigned to stand 
next to a soldier guarding the building to check cards.  He was ignored 
totally.  Marie’s brother worked carrying heavy packages, and when she 
saw him he looked sick and thin.  There were many illnesses, and little 
food.  Nobody was in the kitchen; she worked the whole day, a great 
dream.  She was recognized as a hard worker.  Marie was supposed to 
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steal from the kitchen.  Tells about her ways to get food.  Small young 
boys helped in the kitchen and helped her to get food out for her brother. 

 
4:26:13  Marie had no friends, no romance although it was known there was a lot 

of it. “Maybe tomorrow I’ll be sent away.”  They lived with poor hygienic 
facilities.  Jewish doctors worked there.  Notices of “Transport to the 
East.”  These were terrible notices, and all were afraid.  Letters never 
came back, so what was it?  She shared a room with three or four old 
ladies.  Marie describes small cabins under one roof for privacy.  Her 
brother sent young boys to watch over her.  The only romance was singing 
with a nice, young man.  

 
5:03:03 Marie was cared for by the old ladies of her room.  She does not remember 
  their names.  Several children arrived from Vienna without parents.  She  
  took an ugly girl that nobody else wanted.  One day a few months later  
  they took the girl on a transport.  
 
5:10:46  Once a month a small cake was made.  Marie had a funny story   
  about it.  She participated in several performances in Terezin.  

She was twenty to twenty-one years old.  Her boss in the kitchen was 
Jewish and did not let her go to rehearsals.  The Germans made the town 
beautiful to show that life was good in there.  The Red Cross came to 
Terezin (Theresienstadt): it is true, it is good there.  All was cleaned up 
“like an operetta for the Red Cross.”  As for the food distribution, 
everybody had a card for food.  Marie sang once a week in the café.  The 
kitchen cooked for 5,000 people.  There were enormous pots over the fires 
where they cooked the “food.”  They put potatoes inside and then added 
water, salt and occasionally a little meat.  On the other side of the kitchen, 
they washed containers and piled them.  It was difficult to do because they 
were made of wood.  Trucks with potatoes in heavy sacks were well 
guarded. They cooked also for important people, but the food was not 
much better.   

 
6:00:21 Marie went to see the Jewish leader of the ghetto and asked him to send 

her to the East.  She wanted to find her mother.  He said to wait and said, 
“I will not send you to the East.”  He told her that where the transports go 
there is no life.  Then, a day later, Marie got the papers for a transport.   
 

6:08:23 There was an epidemic of encephalitis.  One day a woman from the 
kitchen cried a lot because her daughter was dying.  She needed a blood 
transfusion.  The woman was like a crazy person, but Marie insisted on 
giving blood to the woman’s daughter.  The mother kissed her feet.  Marie 
wanted to help people.  After work she tried to help  old people.   

 
6:16:32  Marie tells a story about an old woman and a ring.  There were no 

problems with German Jews.  She had no contact with soldiers.  She was 
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part of the Jewish order but not necessarily the police. She describes 
where and how her brother lived.  Day to day news did not get to them but 
somehow information came.  One night standing on the street, the house 
was checked. Then they were back inside. Unexpectedly, Marie was 
searched by a German woman. She talks about the transports.  

 
Tape 2 

 
7:00:02 In Terezin (Theresienstadt), people came for food with deep containers for 

soup which was mainly water. They also had a plate.  Substitutes of lentils 
were ersatz.  The soup tasted terrible.  On the plate, they had some 
potatoes and a sauce. Sometimes it was called goulash.  They also had 
dumplings topped with a spoon of caramel once a month.  Once Marie had 
to mix meat in the cauldron and her face was burnt from margarine that 
had splashed from the cauldron after the meat was thrown in. She went to 
the doctor in Magdeburg.  He bandaged her face for one month and then it 
healed.  There was a diet kitchen.  She talked about tricks to get more 
food. 

 
7:08:16 Parcels with food arrived from outside to the post office.  They never 

included fruit or vegetables.  Pieces of bread and a piece of margarine, and 
once in a while some sweets.  She had some money; twenty Kronen and 
one Kron which she used to buy things.  She bought two old sweaters for 
one old woman who knew how to knit.  It took a long time.  She gave her 
bread during this time.  This garment Marie wore when she was 
transported to Auschwitz.  The old woman knitted socks too.  Marie’s 
brother was not on the transport.  

 
Her brother and a friend took her to a cellar, gave her bread and other 
things.  They built a kind of wall in front of her.  Her brother and his 
friend told her to make no noise for two days until the transport left. Her 
brother came after the train left.  They replaced people with others.  He 
went from room to room, and fell asleep, but was taken to jail for five 
days.  Another transport with her brother on it left for Auschwitz in 
October 1944. 

 
7:19:53 After being on the train a few days, her brother sent her chocolate.  The 

train arrived at Auschwitz during the night and then stopped.  They heard 
noises.  The door opened, and everyone jumped out, running rapidly in 
different directions.  “Don’t shout, you’re in Auschwitz.”  She describes 
Auschwitz.  Marie wanted to go with the old people but was sent to a 
young work group.  

 
8:00:25 Mengele looked at her, sent her first to the other side, but then to the 

younger group.  She escaped death.  She gave a piece of chocolate to each 
person around  her.  They took a real hot shower.  She had some Polish 
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money.  Marie describes the shower room.  She talks about the 
examination room, and the selection group.  The first night she stood 
outside next to a fence.  They cut her hair and then shaved off all of her 
hair. Marie was shaved by young boys.  They put money in small caked 
balls and kept them.   

 
8:18:37 While in Auschwitz she was in shock.  She was not hungry, not cold, not 

thirsty. Everyone looked like a statue.  Marie saw her first vision of smoke 
from the chimneys in Auschwitz.  Kapos explained what it was.  She got 
old dresses, no underwear, and a selection of shoes.  She was assigned to 
barracks.   

 
One woman was responsible for her group, and they reported to her every 
morning.  Marie was in a “gypsy camp” close to the men’s camp.  She 
never saw her brother who stayed there until the end of the war.  

 
8:19:26 She stood in line for a number, but a large group of women came running 

and pushed them with the group to a train.  They got some food.  Women 
stood in the middle of the wagon, and a soldier sat with a gun.  They 
traveled north for five days.  It was very cold.  The train was headed to 
Bergen-Belsen. They were tired and had to walk a long way.  They arrived 
in a camp with a huge circus tent.  There was a big storm.  She was among 
the last ones and was outside.  The tent collapsed and the women inside 
were either hurt or killed.  They were told to run forward.  At night they 
fell in a trench. They climbed out.  When they got to the barracks there 
were no windows.  The women were told to lie down like sardines to 
sleep.  They did not work. 

 
9:00:40  Marie talks about the shorter blanket episode.  They were lying on wood.  

There were some girls from Holland.  Anne Frank may have been among 
them.  They did not work.  It was like a punishment because the days were 
very long.  Bread was given in the morning.  Marie describes their hunger 
and the cold.  They were given food in a little bowl in the evening.  

 
9:07:48 Marie discusses a special adventure.  Marie heard somebody say 

Waldheim.  Her mother had been there and she tried to talk to a person on 
the upper bed.  She asked her about Waldheim and if she knew Rosa.  The 
woman told her many things about her and that she had helped them.  
When ordinary criminal German women complained that they did not 
want to work with Jews, Jewish women were sent to Auschwitz.  Her 
mother became ill and on the way, she fell to the ground and died.  

 
9:13:10 Marie discusses the discipline.  She was taken for one day’s work in the 

forest.  Four girls in the barrack put together military socks.  She relates 
how they get socks for themselves.  Once she was denounced and beaten.  
She came back to camp naked and with half a blanket.  Marie tells a story 
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about a washroom and posing for a drawing.  Every three weeks they were 
taken for a shower through a narrow passageway with dogs on the sides 
jumping on fences.  She relates an adventure of going to the end of the 
camp, and crawling under the fence because she heard babies crying. 
When she got to a small house, she was given buckets of diapers, and 
asked to wash them in the camp in return for soup the following day.  She 
did that several times. 

 
10:00:52 She never saw the children.  Describes experience with Gypsies (Roma) 

on the other side of the fence, and an exchange of bread for scissors, 
thread, and a needle.  Her first attempt to steal bread was unsuccessful, but 
the second attempt was successful. Marie traded for the scissors, thread 
and needle so she could make gloves and blankets.  She made comments 
about Greek girls. 

 
10:11:11 Then Marie said the old people started to die.  There were talks about 

food, but she did not get any.  There was no work.  Once Marie had to 
bring wood to the Germans.  People were dying, and they were asked to 
volunteers to take corpses out from barracks.  She volunteered.  While 
doing it, she did not have any feelings, only thoughts about more food.  
She received extra soup for the work.  Marie talks about the different 
methods of eating the soup.  By then she had been there two months.  

 
10:21:41 Marie describes her frame of mind and how she always wanted to last 

until the next morning.  Eichmann came to the camp, maybe in January.  
Why he was there was unknown. 

 
10:27:01 Marie describes a commotion: three men were looking for workers.  Then 

the Czech group came in.  One group came for four days.  Marie was 
accepted and was happy.  She stayed in an empty house for a few days.  
The house had no fences around it.  She drank drops of water from snow 
on the roof.  She describes being transported by trucks to a train and it 
took about three days to get to Raghua, a camp around Leipzig.  During 
February 1945, she worked in a factory for airplanes.  Marie worked all 
night.  Then they were exchanged for men in the morning. 

 
11:07:50 Marie explained her work.  She volunteered to work on a cutting machine. 

She thought that by working she might get more food, but this time she 
did not.  But on the first day, new and clean dresses were given out.  Marie 
was happy.  A loaf of bread and a small spoon were given to them.  It was 
a wonderful feeling.  Then the next day it was back to work.  The guards 
were SS.  They were young girls, fifteen or sixteen years old and very 
sadistic.  Marie ate the bread in twenty-four hours but then was told in the 
morning that the bread was supposed to last for a week.  Because she ate 
all of her bread at once, she had no bread for the rest of the week.  When 
they heard planes overhead they prayed to be bombed.  The Germans went 
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to the fields but the women went to bunkers that were heated.  It was 
great! 

 
11:16:25  They sang Czech songs in the bunkers.  She decided to change something 

with her aluminum plate.  Marie talks about her attempts of sabotage. She 
describes an episode of requesting bread.  On the machine she was not 
successful.  Marie was very tired.  She found leftover cabbages and peels 
of potatoes from the dining room of the soldiers. 

 
11:24:56 It was a feast to eat it. Once, during the day, over the fence she saw men  
  working and recognized one of them as a person who worked with her  
  brother.  She told him she was hungry, and the man threw a sandwich and  
  an apple over the fence.  She brought it to the room and shared it with the  
  other girls. 
 
12:00:46  Marie describes how they had to relieve themselves.  The latrines were 

terrible.  A “smart” woman took care of those who worked and had a list 
of their names.  Marie lost her identity in Auschwitz.  She was only a 
number, but then she did not even have a number.  Only now, from the 
list, she had a name again as did about 200 Czech women.  They had 
names again.  

 
12:08:19 The boy who gave her the sandwich was brought in to repair some beds in  
  the barrack, overseen by a German SS woman.  He saw Marie and asked  
  to send somebody to clean around the work area.  He told her that he had a 
  plan to escape, and she should be patient.  She was excited, but this was  
  the end of it.  Again, volunteers were asked to bury deceased women for a  
  second soup.  Marie worked nights in the factory, and early in the morning 
  removed corpses.  Once she overheard from another barrack that SS girls  
  were nice, and gave extra food.  She asked inmates if they would seek  
  vengeance.  
 
12:13:57  After some of her hair was growing back, Marie caught body lice.  She 

had stolen from a truck a sweater that was full of lice.  Then Marie 
developed a high fever from typhus.  She was in a small room with six 
people.  She was visited there by a young Czech girl whom she had helped 
before.  Then the girl died.  

 
12:23:05 Marie was there for about five days.  She lost consciousness, and was  
  collected as a corpse in the morning.  It was the beginning of spring, but  
  she was alive.  Suddenly she heard a lot of noise.  Big trucks were coming  
  in.  They opened the gates, and the war was over. 
 
12:27:46 She thought: “Am I going to die after surviving for so long?”  Women 

were put on trucks and she tried to walk slowly.  She tried to cry out, but 
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no sounds came from her throat.  She received help to get on the floor of a 
truck.  It wasn’t the end of the war.  

 
Tape 3 
 
13:00:25 An order came from Berlin to quickly take women to the East, to an 

annihilation place.  At the train station, they saw a direct hit from a plane.  
On the train, she was recovering but other people were getting infected.  
The train stopped because the rails were destroyed.  Corpses were piled up 
on one side of the wagon.  An SS girl was left in charge.  After a couple of 
days, she ordered the wagons to be opened and they threw out corpses and 
women into the fields.  They ate everything green.   They were not far 
from the Czech border.  Marie tried to get to Terezin (Theresienstadt).   

 
13:14:15 They were close to Terezin (Theresienstadt), so they returned from where 

they had left.  Marie recognized the nice square and a woman whom she 
knew from before.  For a few hours, the wagon was not opened. When 
they opened it they left it slowly.  She thought she was home.  They were 
fed soup.  She was taken to a big hall, with people who had typhus. They 
were there for a few weeks, fed and taken care of.   

 
13:21:00  Marie improved; she weighed 36 Kilograms after a few weeks. Two to 

three weeks later, she saw a lady who gave her a dress.  It had been hers 
before the war.  There were Russian soldiers there who gave her a card 
and told her she was free and alive.  Marie left the ghetto.  The train came 
to a little station. When the train came, there were seats, and normal 
people.  She was given a seat and was called “grandma” though she was 
only twenty years old.  She could not stand upright when she came to 
Prague.  There she met a survivor from Auschwitz and asked him about 
her brother.  She was told of his death on a death march.  This man 
jumped from the train, but what happened to him she didn’t know.  

 
13:29:40 In Prague, it was chaos.  Marie wanted to find some family members.   
  Food was available.  Prague was full of foreigners. Polish Jews didn’t  
  want to go back.  Marie doesn’t remember how she walked to her village.   
  She was ashamed of how she looked.  Marie saw one of her childhood  
  best friends with a small child.  They kissed and cried.  When Marie  
  got to her house, a family was living there and she could not throw them  
  out.  They were nice and gave her a room and food.  Her parents “things”  
  were there.  She was shocked to realize that her parents would never be  
  back. 
 
14:08:52 After lunch, she took the bread left on the table, and ate it at night.  Marie  
  cannot  say why she did it.  Until now, she watched for bread and can’t 
  throw it out.  Marie decided she could not stay.  She went to another  
  village to see a friend.  They spoke and cried, but there was no future.   
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  Marie told him about her brother and saw him standing at the door.  She  
  thought it was a dream, but it was true!  Her brother told her his story. 
 
14:14:11 His story was from Auschwitz.  The camp was empty, etc.  He came home 
  two weeks later.  She felt she had to get to Prague, and not stay in the  
  village.  Just after the war, her brother had to join the Czech military for  
  one year. 
 
14:20:58 Marie got sick, and fainted on the street.  A friend had a nice flat and let 

her in.  She also took in a friend from school named Vera Kurtz.  She paid 
the rent.  For a good time, Marie dreamt of nice shoes, and saved for that.  
In a store she mentioned she needed “strong shoes,” men’s style.  Marie 
used them for three years.  Every few days Marie fainted on the street.  
She was sick.  It happened in the flat also.  She was found, and taken to 
the hospital.  She had surgery and stayed there for a long time. For three 
months nobody came to visit her.  Christmas came, and very few stayed in 
the hospital.  A young doctor came to the hospital and brought her a pair 
of nylon stockings.   

 
15:00:21 The doctor was celebrating the Christmas holiday and thought of her alone 

in the hospital and went to visit her.  Marie did not ask his name.  She was 
sent home after three months.  She was infected after cleaning up a flat.  
She went back to the hospital and thought she would die.  After some time 
a doctor took her from her bed and put her on another floor.  The doctor 
told her what to do.  

 
15:05:20  She improved.  After two months she got well.  She went back to the  
  flat, but two Germans had the credit to stay there.  She stayed one month.   
  Describes the Nazi literature left from before in the flat.  
 
15:10:45 Marie’s brother returned after his military service.  He wanted to go back 

to the village to set up their father’s business, and asked if she would help.  
The people had to leave the house, and they both worked hard to reclaim 
their house.  It was good for her.  There were no Jewish institutions to take 
care of her.  Marie had tuberculosis, though she didn’t know it.  She felt 
like an old woman but was only 22.  

 
15:16:27 Marie was asked to act in a theatre and did it for two years in a town close 

to her village.  It was good to be involved in something special.  A fifty- 
year old woman was her best friend at that time.  She also had a boyfriend 
for the first time but was terrified because of the rape experience.  The 
Communists came into power at that time. 

 
15:21:18 Marie did not want to act anymore because of the communist plays they  
  were doing.  She was told to do it.  Marie decided to leave the country.  It  
  was hard to immigrate to Palestine.  Her brother was more a Czech than a  
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  Jew, but for her it was the other way around.  He married a gentile girl,  
  because there were no Jewish girls.  After Marie left for Israel, he   
  overcame his past.  
 
15:26:47  Marie’s boyfriend came to the train when she left for Palestine.  She felt  
  very Czech throughout her life.  Her brother stayed in Czechoslovakia.   
  Marie was alone.  Before Israel, Marie considered going to Australia. 
 
16:02:27  Marie gave money to a friend for a future affidavit.  That did not happen.  

She remembers seeing a flag of Israel in downtown Prague.  She cried, 
and pushed to immigrate.  She came to Israel by ship in May of 1949.  It 
was a terrible journey.  The ship arrived in Haifa.  There Marie had a 
beautiful vision.   

 
16:06:21 While waiting for her friends, Marie was greeted by a man. She stayed in a 

large tent.  A couple of days later, the tent fell.  The tent’s falling 
reminded her of the same experience in Bergen-Belsen.  The man 
mentioned above took care of her constantly.  Ten months later, they were 
married.  He died after twenty-six years of marriage.   

 
She was checked by medical doctors in Haifa and received her first 
Histadrut health card.  Marie stayed for one week in camp.  She was 
advised to go to a kibbutz.  She did not take a blanket because it held bad 
memories.  She took a bus in Haifa, and wanted to go to Netanya.  She did 
not have to pay. A taxi driver showed her the town.  He took her to the 
village where she had some relatives.  She helped her relatives for three 
months. One relative was a daughter of a first cousin. The cousin’s 
daughter didn’t want to hear too many details about her experiences.  They 
were visited by her future husband, who was born in Prague to intellectual 
parents.  Marie gives their history.  Marie’s future husband was a student 
of medicine who decided to go to Palestine.  His brother stayed and died 
in Mauthausen in 1942.  Her husband never finished medical school, but 
he was an accomplished pianist.  He also played the cello.   

 
16:27:13  He visited her on the farm and was able to get her a job in the Psychiatric  
  Hospital where he worked.  She describes the ambiance.  They went to Tel 
  Aviv and her husband played piano in the best hotels.  
 
17:00:17 Marie had a difficult life.  She lived in small rooms.  She was called to the 

army.  Marie was happy, but cried a lot at night.  She did not talk about 
her past experiences.  Marie had the same bad dreams for years.  She was 
begged for money, like an old woman.  Sometimes in her dreams she was 
with her mother.  

 
17:09:59 She had dreams about the camps.  She describes her room.  Her husband 

did not want her to go to the army and was very upset.  She went to Jaffa 
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to be checked for the army.  She was told that her eyesight was not good, 
among other things.  Then she had x-rays taken and was diagnosed with 
tuberculosis. Marie went to the hospital.  If she was not in the army, she 
was to remain  resting at home.  Marie walked home, and told her 
husband.  She stayed home for a few months.  Marie spent more than a 
year in a hospital.  Her condition improved.  She took Streptomycin but 
there were no changes in her lungs.  Pneumothorax was considered and 
administered.  

 
17:21:38 Maria had to pay for the procedure and was diagnosed with tuberculosis. 

Marie’s husband worked hard to pay for her operation and it was 
successful.  She was treated for five years, and was on prescription 
medicines.  Marie wanted to visit her family in Prague.  She got some 
money from Germany and went to visit and stayed for three months.  At 
the end of the three months she felt much better. 

 
17:30:14 The Sinai War started when she was coming back from her trip.  British 

ships escorted their ship.  Marie’s husband was inducted into the army.  In 
Sinai he watched prisoners for one month.  He worked in an office.  Marie 
received a letter from her past hospital physician stating that she never 
could work.  Marie found out she was pregnant.  A physician told her 
never to get pregnant.  She had an abortion without knowing it. 

 
18:05:18 Marie received coupons for food.  The black market was too expensive.  

Marie was despondent after the abortion.  Her husband took care of her.  
After one year, she became pregnant again.  Marie decided to have 
children, and didn’t go to the physician.  Marie had an episode with 
chocolate and  eating too much.  She was already five and a half months 
pregnant by then.  She told her husband she was pregnant and dressed in 
maternity clothes.  She went to see her physician for the first time.  She 
was mad and threw her files.   

 
18:15:36 Another physician intervened and became her physician.  The birth was  
  difficult but she had a daughter.  It was the first big success of her life.   
  After one year Marie was pregnant again.  The family moved to the village 
  where her parents once lived. Her second daughter was born there. 
 
18:24:11 These were happy times for the couple.  The children were the true victims 
  of the Holocaust.  Marie was a difficult mother, very overprotective and  
  cried a lot.  It was hard for her children, but the happy family adored their  
  father.  The girls asked: “Why don’t we have any other family such as  
  grandparents, uncles, aunts?” Marie’s children didn’t tell her things  
  about themselves. 
 
19:00:18 The next ten to fifteen years were the happiest time.  Their children grew 

up and had lots of friends.  They participated in theatre in the village.  In 
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the 1960s her husband’s parents came to Israel.  Both were in their 80’s 
and lived in many small houses.  Her husband had his first heart attack.  
He was a chain smoker and did not stop even when he was sick.  He 
continued to be ill, but still worked.  She started to work and did not 
worry. 

 
19:05:20 Life was normalized in Israel.  Nobody talked about the past.  The   

 Eichmann trial in 1961 brought back thoughts of the camps.  They   
 laughed and showed no deep emotions.  The past was hidden in their  
 memories, but not talked about.  Much later, in the 1980’s, Marie started  
 talking about the past.  She was depressed, and she went to a doctor in Tel 

Aviv.  
 
19:13:26 She stopped going to the doctor and cried a lot from war to war in Israel.  

Each time, she had fears about the children.  Marie’s second daughter was 
thirty-seven years old, and not married.  The other daughter was married 
and had two daughters herself.  Her children never talked about her past.  

 
19:17:22 Marie talked to her daughters’ class about the ghetto.  Her daughter left 

the room.  (Maybe one day they’ll listen to this tape.)  Marie talked to 
students from the United States.  They did not know anything about the 
Holocaust.  They had an easy life.  They knew a lot about Israel. Once she 
talked to a group of German journalists.  Today “I can speak for all from 
the Holocaust.”  

 
19:23:38 Her husband died in 1977.  She was 73 years old in 1996.  She had some 

physical problems, asthma, emphysema, but went on.  She shared 
experiences with students.  One said that he wanted to hug her.  (A 
personal meeting is better than a video.)  Marie hopes the world will 
accept  Jews like anybody else, so that they can be safe in Israel for 
generations to come. 
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