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Moses, Martin  
 
1:00  Background. He was born in 1925, in the small Romanian town of Targu-Mures 

in Transylvania. His father’s name was Jakov.  He was an only child. The family 
was Zionist, not religious, and he was a member of Dror Habonim youth 
movement. When the Hungarians came, Numerus Clausus and other restrictions 
were instituted and he had to change to a private school locally and later in 
Budapest (with false papers). Describes his “average” town and its residents, 
assimilated, well-off Jews. Many others were Sachi—of German background—
including the family of “Franz,” his close friend. 

 
1:08 Family in Ghetto. In 1943, when he heard his parents were taken to the Ghetto, 

he returned from Budapest. Describes a difficult two-week trip to locate them, 
finally finding them in a large, extremely crowded brick factory outside town, 
under terrible conditions, where they were stuck with no advance knowledge or 
preparation. Mother was taken away (she was sick) and they never heard from her 
again. He describes working in the kitchen, being taunted by “Franz,” the guard, 
who eventually sent him to sources of better food. Describes hatred between Poles 
and Hungarians. Within one to two months, groups were sent to Auschwitz and 
Birkenau. 

 
1:21 Birkenau, Labor Camp in France. He and his father were in the second 

transport to Birkenau, where they were only three weeks before being selected 
and sent with a group of 40 (out of 500) to work in quarries (mines?) in northern 
France. (Did not know these details then.) Older, and few SS soldiers 
accompanied them.  

 
1:30 Blank. 
 
2:00 Forced Labor Camp in France. Describes their isolated camp, his advancing in 

work and improved food supplied by surrounding partisans and French girls in 
adjacent camp. Rumors regarding war’s end and invasion reached them. 

 
2:14 March to Dachau and Escape. Since the bridges were bombed they had to walk 

to Dachau—a distance of 750 kilometers. Many died of weakness or from eating 
food which they weren’t used to. Too weak to walk, he hid in a carriage full of 
corpses part of the way. Of the 3,000 that left, just 560 arrived. His father died in 
Dachau from infections following a beating. They were just two–three weeks in 
Dachau. Describes a great deal of confusion—(war’s end?). Escaped with seven 
of his inmate-friends, from the SS forced march. Describes how they survived, 
hiding in fields and forests, foraging for food (including raw meat). 

 
2:30 Blank. 
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3:00 Garmisch-Partenkirchen/Waldheim. Describes meeting various troops, arriving 
in Garmisch where thousands of refugees arrived. Many dying of weakness or 
inability to digest food. Contact with UNRRA (searching for relatives) and 
service to DP camp authorities. Describes the different kinds and nationalities of 
refugees. Spent two–three months there providing various services (including 
German women to U.S. soldiers—his only “revenge”). Jews traded goods from 
opened stores but it was not considered criminal. (1944/5). 

 
3:15 Returning Home. When his situation enabled it, he traveled to his hometown (a 

two-week long trip as Russian criminals endangered roads). He visited his family 
home and found a few personal items there. Describes renewed life in his town, 
reuniting with his old girlfriend, “social clubs” of the active Jewish population, 
but nobody wanted to dwell on the recent past. In 1947 he was involved in 
smuggling illegal immigrants to Palestine (expecting to emigrate himself). When 
the Communist regime took over in 1952 all such activities were forbidden. He 
concentrated on improving his working conditions and started studying, as did his 
girlfriend, who became his wife his 1958. Describes life under those conditions. 

 
3:30 Blank. 
 
4:00 Emigration to Israel and Evaluation of his Holocaust Experience. In February 

1959, he and his wife and mother-in-law immigrated to Israel. Describes their 
experiences before as well as after immigration in detail. Provides some thoughts 
and feelings regarding his Holocaust experiences, what he remembered, the issue 
of compensation for his health and other losses, feelings of revenge, how it 
affected his personality, etc. He felt the young generation in Israel had rather 
limited knowledge of the Holocaust and should be taught more. 

 
4:30 Blank. 
 
5:00 Clarification and additions to the above, incorporated where appropriate. 
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