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Volman, Heintz 
 
1:00:37 Heintz was born in Frankfurt an der Oder, in Germany.  His father was a 
Russian soldier imprisoned in Frankfurt at Lesehalle during WWI.  After  the war he was 
permitted to bring his betrothed (Heintz’s mother) to Frankfurt.  She didn’t know a word 
of German; she did not have any relatives there. Heintz’s father, originally from Minsk, 
Russia, and his mother was married in Russia.  (His mother was from Vitebsk.)  They had 
three sons. Father was a tailor, as was his grandfather.  They opened a tailoring business 
together, first in a small place and then it was enlarged – it was the largest store of its 
kind in the city.  Heintz was born on August 19, 1920. (Photos) 
 
06:30  Parents spoke Russian and Yiddish. Father also spoke German. 
 
07:02  When the kids went to school, and in the house, they were forbidden from 
speaking Russian, because they would be accused of being communist. 
 
07:20  Heintz was the middle child, a year younger than his older brother and six 
years older than his younger one.  Father was a hard worker, who started with nothing, 
saved much and was able to buy a huge apartment building “Modesalon J. Wollman” – 
which saved the life of the family.  Heintz and his father were taken away on 
Kristallnadht because 1) they refused to sell the building to a German neighbor and 2) 
Heintz defended his parents from a Gestapo attack.  He (as a “young: criminal) and his 
parents were taken to Sachsenhausen/Oranienburg. (They were put all together in  block 
38).  All the Jewish rulers of Frankfurt were taken to the camp, after a short sojourn in the 
city prison.  (The few who had money on “protection” were let go.) 
 
13:04  Heintz was the only Jewish student in school.  He was singled out as such; 
he sat alone and was called “the Jew Wollman” since 1933.  He was mocked by his 
colleagues and teachers.  
 
15:30  In 1934 Heintz father – seeing reality – traveled to Palestine to explore life 
there.  He registered his older son Ho in school there.  Father saw the terrible situation of 
Heintz at his school, and registered him in a private school (Kraup?).  After a short time 
he was sent to another city, to study  electronics.  After a short time, he was required to 
sign a three year contract by which he would study at night and work during the day.  In 
order to work, he had to be a member of the union – but there, they didn’t accept any 
Jews!  Without any other option, Heintz returned to Frankfurt to learn (what he hadn’t 
wanted!)  tailoring at his father’s store. 
 
18:00  Life was different for Heintz because he was nicknamed “ost Jude” and as 
such he was not accepted by pure Germans, even if they were Jews. (Including the 
parents of his Jewish girlfriend) 
 
18:33  Today Heintz is still in touch with that woman, from whom he obtained 
recently through another girl who works in a government office, a list of all the Jews of 
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Frankfurt, their professions, and names.  There were about 750 Jews from Frankfurt and 
der Oder in the concentration camp. 
 
19:28  The Frankfurt there was a big synagogue with an organ, and a smaller, 
orthodox one (which burned in Kristallnacht).  The only remaining of Heintz’s was the 
first page of his prayer book, with the date he was bar–mitzvahed, September 2, 1933.  At 
that time, it was forbidden for more than five Jews to assemble so, although Heintz 
recited the blessings, there was no minyan.  His older brother, scarcely a year older, had 
many guests (and many presents!) at his bar – mitzvah the year before. 
 
21:00  Heintz never felt at ease during his childhood because 1) his parents were 
immigrants; 2) he felt he was an unwanted child, coming barely a year after his older 
brother; 3) he always got the old clothes from his brother.   Heintz was also the scapegoat 
for all of the brother’s misdeeds, and as such was hit often with the leather strap of his 
father’s sewing machine, never  once complaining.  Heintz credits his survival to 
being made strong, by force, as a child. 
 
25:19 Upon Heintz’s father’s return from Palestine, he brought suitable furniture for the 
smaller houses in Israel, and sent it together with his older son, who went to study fine 
mechanics. 
 
28:00  There was a youth organization and very Zionist association in Frankfurt 
an der Oder.  A group of Jews from there established the kibbutz Hazorea; one of the 
Jews, Aharoni, was the one who caught Eichmann, another one is a very well–known 
aeronautics engineer in the U.S.  Heintz is Frankfurt, for whom he arranged the return of 
the properties from the German Government.  Heintz himself received back his father’s 
building. 
 
2:00:00 There was no material for training in agriculture (hachshara).  He and 
others sounded the Bund Youth Organization, to beat up the Hitler youth. 
 
02:10  Most of the German Jewish children were evacuated to England.  Palestine 
or the U.S. but Heintz was already in the concentration camp. 
 
05:31  There was a Kosher house; they went to synagogue every Shabbat and 
observed all the holidays. 
 
14:50  Arrival in concentration camp. Processing. 
 
16:23  Father immediately went to work as a tailor (and even managed to save a 
few Jews) 
 
17:53  Father managed to get a good position in the camp, but did not help his 
son. 
 
20:32  Heintz’s work causes the loss of vision in one eye. 
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21:36  Camp’s daily schedule.  He smoked cigarettes made of newspaper and 
straw.  Father was liberated on December 18, but Heintz stayed until March 27. 
 
3:0409 On the way to work, they were supposed to sing.  One of the songs was: “Here 
goes the youth from Palestine.  They carry wooden guns, but don’t fear, they don’t 
shoot.” 
 
07:40  Father had 13 brothers and mother had 17.  No one survived!  
 
16:19  Public punishments in camp. 
 
22:43  Punishments in camp.  To barrack. 
 
27:19  A day before his liberation from camp, Heintz was punished to lie, naked, 
in the snow for hours.  He willed himself to stay warm, and not die there.  He survived. 
 
4:01:47 Next day, he was freed from camp.  He was given a ticket to Berlin.  He 
makes his way to Frankfurt where he meets his parents.  He has to show up at the 
Gestapo where they give him 10 days to leave Germany or else  he will be returned to 
Sachsenhausen. 
 
07:14  Heintz and his parents are taken to Vienna; from there to the train to the 
Yugoslavian border, from there they became illegal immigrants to Palestine.  The 
younger brother stayed in Berlin.  He had an affidavit to go to the Ben Shemen Youth 
Village, in Palestine (where he was Shimon Peres’ roommate for 4 years.)  Heintz and his 
parents paid 2,000 DM each  for a false affidavit to go to Uruguay. 
 
11:42  From Dubrovnik they got on a fishing boat that was overcrowded over 400 
 people arrived in Herzliya and they were not caught by the British while 
swimming to the shore.  Arrival in a kibbutz nearby.  Heintz was sent to Yagur, and got 
false documents that allowed them safe passage through the British in Acre. 
 
14:33  First job in agriculture, and then back to sewing.  No time for studying 
Hebrew or anything else. 
19:45  By pure happenstance, where he stopped being a tailor he became a TV 
producer, one of the most important (and oldest) around the world. 
 
20:42  Brother also arrived in Palestine.  He was a medic in Palestine during the 
Independence War.  Then went to the US to study medicine, where he became a well-
known professor.  His parents went to visit him where they were distraught at finding him 
and wanted to go to a non – Jewish woman. Heintz’s older brother died at the age of 52 
from over-weight and illness. 
 
23:31  Heintz’s family is in Israel. 
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