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Yungman, Fishel – 2 Tapes 
 
1:00:32 Fishel Yungman was born in Lodz, on November 22, 1921.  He was one 

of four children.  Only two of the six (including parents) survived the war.  
They lived on 16, Kamienna Street.  They had a bakery.  They were 
secular, but they went to the synagogue for the holiday.  They tried to keep 
Kosher.  The younger brother was active in Betar, from the age of twelve.  
The only ones to survive in the family were Yakov (who now lives in 
Holland) and Fishel.  No one was left on their mother’s side. 

 
1:04:00 A week after the war started, the Germans entered the city.  People started 

fleeing, not knowing where to go.  Some arrived in Warsaw, including 
Fishel’s younger brother who returned a month later. 

 
1:05:20 The family had a bakery.  Fishel did the deliveries for a store, but he was 

taken from the streets by the Germans to do forced labor.  Jews were 
attacked in the streets.  There were many Anti–Jewish laws. 

 
1:09:00 The family left Lodz to a town where the paternal grandparents lived 

Rejowiec (Rayvitz) but the Germans arrived there too, and used to get the 
Jews to clean their barns, etc. 

 
1:12:26 The family heard that a ghetto was established in Lodz.  They decided to 

go back to live among Jews.  First Fishel’s father went, then the older 
brother.  Fischel was the last to leave. 

 
1:14:29 His father went back to baking. 
 
1:17:48 Describes life in the Lodz ghetto. 
 
1:22:15 After a while, the family could not obtain the products to continue baking. 
 
1:23:07 In September of 1940, the Nazis began to send youth to work in Germany.  

Fishel’s brother was taken first, and then he was sent.  
 
1:25:58 Talks about his arrival at a work camp in Granow. 
 
1:27:38 For the first two to three months, there was no work, and plenty of good  
  food. 
 
2:04:00 The head of the camp was very good to the Jews. He supplied candles for 

Hanukkah or wine for Passover.  When he was replaced, the new head was 
cruel. 
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2:06:00 The work done had to do with building the autobahn from Germany to 
Moscow, to which end the Germans built work camps every eight to ten 
kilometers.  Fishel was sent to another camp, Liebenau near Swiedbodzin 
(Schwiebus). 

 
2:08:00 Describes a work day at the camp. 
 
2:13:52 While in Libenau, Fishel heard that his brother was in a similar work 

camp. 
 
2:14:44 He was transferred to Berlin and from there to camp, Vitenberger near 

Potsdam.  They worked building up the camp at the site of a huge metal 
plant. 

 
2:17:31 A few days after his arrival, Fishel was gravely injured at work.  His leg 

was practically severed in a work accident, and he was put together, badly, 
by a medic who wasn’t really a trained one.  A couple of weeks later, a 
doctor was assigned to that camp and when he saw the condition of 
Fishel’s leg he declared that he couldn’t help him.  He was transported by 
train to Berlin, accompanied by two guards, and an ambulance was 
waiting for him at the section.  He was taken to the Jewish hospital.  It was 
October 27, 1942.  He was operated on several times, and was hospitalized 
for three months.  The doctor’s name was Dr. Lovy. 

 
3:00:00 Fishel arrived in Berlin with a letter from the “medic” Benish, in the work 

camp.  The letter was to a woman.  When Fishel contacted her, she came 
to the hospital to visit him.  It turned out that she was a friend of Einstein, 
a German woman who was not Jewish and had a message for Benish who 
had requested her help.  She replied that she was helping many other Jews 
and that she would do whatever she could.  At the second visit to Fishel, 
also with a cake and other goodies, she informed him that the Gestapo was 
surrounding the hospital and that they were photographing Germans who 
had contact with Jews.  Therefore, she could not come back. 

 
3:03:00 Two former co-workers from the camp showed him that they felt the 

worsening work camp conditions and requested that he intercede with the 
head nurse to get them admitted to the hospital.  She asked them to leave 
immediately because they were endangering the hospital.  They did, and 
were most probably killed soon after. 

 
3:09:31 After several months of rehabilitation, two guards from the work camp 

came looking for Fishel.  He went with them, after considering briefly to 
cause the other leg to be broken! 

 
3:11:17 Back in the camp, Fishel worked in cleaning, etc, but no longer outside. 
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3:15:09 In May of 1943, the camp was evacuated to Birkenau. 
 
4:04:00 Describes arrival in Auschwitz–Birkenau. 
 
4:07:28 Talks about the tattooing of numbers.  Fishel’s number was 124130.  They 

spent two days in Birkenau and after two days they were walked to 
Auschwitz where the numbers were tattooed. 

 
4:09:21 Fishel declared his profession as a baker. 
 
4:10:19 Later he said he was a roofer.  Because of the contradiction he was hit 

hard. 
 
4:12:20 Describes the work in the camp. 
 
4:17:07 Some 100 to 200 were sent to work in agriculture between Auschwitz and 

Birkenau.  It was very hard labor. 
 
4:23:08 Fishel was sent to work in the crematorium. 
 
4:24:38 Description of the three selections Fishel miraculously survived while he 

was in Kraukenbau (hospital).  There selections were dangerous.  They 
were always naked and checked for work.  They were in bed and had to 
get up and turn around.  He had a friend who was a shoemaker and made 
slippers from blankets.  He received food for them.  He stayed on the bed.  
Those were taken.  Each was different.  Some, not too many were sent to 
death. 

 
5:00:26 Another selection that was easier.  Very few were taken.  Describes the 

black market in the camp.  There were German Kapos.  There were cases 
of sex between Germans and prisoners. 

 
6:00:48 In the slaughter house Fishel saw a shipment of live pigs being brought in 

for slaughter.  They sensed the blood, and refused to exit the truck.  
Fishel’s reflections: the pigs put up a fight because they sensed they were 
going to be slaughtered.   The Jews didn’t! 

 
6:14:50 From the blocks in Auschwitz, they could see the flames of the 

crematorium in Birkenau.  He also saw the transport bringing the Jews 
from Hungary to be burnt, and the crematorium worked ceaselessly. 

 
6:19:13 Talks about his work in Birkenau’s crematorium. 
 
6:23:10 Describes his conversations with the Sonderkomando. 
 
6:24:24 Talks about the preparations for blowing up the gas chambers. 
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6:25:27 Talks about the arrangements for killing babies. 
 
6:28:00 Describes a case of surviving the gas chambers.  After gas was released, 

people reacted by vomiting.  It was then necessary to hose off the floor 
before the next group was brought in.  The water remaining on the floor, 
combining with the Zyklon B, caused the gasses to delay their effect.  
Many Jews survived and walked away from the gas chambers.  The 
Sonderkomandos fled in panic! 

 
Tape II 
 
7:00:33 The gas chambers were in a basement.  Describe how the gas was 

introduced. 
 
7:04:55 The dismantling of the gas chambers and chimney close to the end of the 

war.  Fishel felt satisfaction at dismantling the chambers. 
 
7:18:21 The change of attitude of Germans toward the Jews close to the end of the 

war. 
 
7:21:00 Children were at the service of Kapos. 
 
8:02:29 The front reached Auschwitz.  Fishel describes the chaos. The evacuation 

from the camp to the train station.  They saw the flares from the Russian 
planes approaching. 

 
8:05:19 The train started moving in the direction of Germany.  Arrival at camp 

Gross Rosen.  There were no beds in the barracks, and no work was 
assigned to them.  They would be fed in the middle of the night.  
Everything was in disarray.  They stayed there quite a long time.  Seeing 
piles of naked bodies. 

 
8:14:36 Departure by walking, having to pull the barrage of the SS, as though they 

were horses. 
 
8:17:45 Describes another cargo train trip.  Arrival in a small camp.  Everyone was 

covered in lice. 
 
8:19:13 Back on trains, with no food and no water.  Eighty percent died in Fishel’s 

car. 
 
8:25:54 Describes the arrival in Buchenwald. 
 
8:28:27 Description of the barracks at Buchenwald. 
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9:01:00 They manage to avoid transfer to a different camp. 
 
9:08:38 One day, they heard the Americans were approaching.  They saw 

American planes fly over the camp, without resistance. 
 
9:10:51 The prisoners got the order to get into the barracks, and not to leave.  

Fishel decided to hide in the sewer, together with another three.  They 
were found, by one of the guards.  Who kicked them out only to hide 
himself. 

 
9:15:09 Germans began to flee.  Then, the inmates took over the weapons storage, 

and started chasing the fleeing Nazis. 
 
9:15:35 It was very moving when the Americans opened the gates.  It was the end 

of five years of great suffering. 
 
9:19:57 Describes the aftermath of liberation. 
 
9:21:10 Fishel contracted typhus.  He weighed 39 kilograms. 
 
9:23:00 Fishel refused to go back to Poland. 
 
9:25:23 Since Buchenwald was going to be in Russian hands, Fishel refused to 

stay there.  He was thus transported into west Germany to a D.P. camp. 
 
9:28:34 Fishel stayed in Buchenwald, after liberation, until November 1945. 
 
10:08:00 There were “bad” Jews both in the camps and in the ghetto. 
 
10:11:19 Describes a case in the ghetto. 
 
10:15:00 Comments about Rumkowsky. 
 
10:21:40 Leaving Fulde, with three friends, for Bamberg.  The group’s first stop 

was City Hall, where they declared themselves to be survivors from the 
camp, wanting to live there and demanded housing.  They got it.  Each 
received a room in the house of a German woman.  They also got pocket 
money that was to pay the rent.  After a while, when more Jews came to 
settle there, the official Jewish community was organized. 

 
11:03:00 When Fishel found out that his brother was alive and living in the old 

house in Lodz, he decides to go to Poland.  Fishel and his brother were the 
only ones to survive.  Fishel tells his brother’s story. 
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11:10:56 Fishel returned to Bamberg, to organize things for the arrival of his 
brother and friends.  Fishel’s brother settled in Holland, but Fishel decided 
against staying there. 

 
11:12:01 While in Holland, Fishel decided to go to Israel, via the Jewish Agency, in 

1949.  Talks about his first years in Israel.  
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