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Vilenchik, Chanoch – 1 Tape  
 
1:00 He was born in 1920 in Vilnius, the oldest of 5 children.  His father was a cobbler.  

He went to a Jewish school through the 7th grade, and then went to work in a 
leather workshop.  His family was religious but he was not.  He joined Hashomer 
Hatzair.  Abba Kovner was in charge of his group. 

 
1:06 Talks about incidents of anti-Semitism.  
 
1:13  When the Russians came they sent the rich and the Zionists to Siberia, where they 

survived. 
 
1:19 Talks about the period after the war, during the Russian rule.  He helped many to 

leave and make Aliya by forging passports.  Describes how he didit.  
 
2:00 When the Lithuanians came to Vilnius (Vilna) he escaped to Russia, to Lida, but 

returned home when his money ran out.  
 
2:04 Describes life when the Germans came in 1941. They took people to forced labor 

camps.  An SS man who was drunk gave him a gun.  
 
2:12 Half of his family was killed in Ponar before they ever went to the ghetto.  
 
2:18 Describes move to the ghetto and how he was then ordered to work.  Many people 

who smuggled food into the ghetto were caught and killed.  
 
2:22 Young people from different youth organizations joined a resistance group.  Talks 

about Wittenberg and how he died.  
 
2:25  When the rumor spread that the ghetto was going to be liquidated, his family 

escaped to Malina.  One Hundred people were there. They were discovered and 
caught.  He escaped to the Rodnitsky forest and joined the partisans.  

 
3:00 Describes life in the ghetto and the activities of the Gestapo and the Jewish police.  
 
3:05 Talks about Gent, the head of the ghetto and Deschler, the head of the Jewish 

police.  Both were killed after the war. 
 
3:13 Talks about killings in the ghetto.  His fifteen year old cousin was taken to Ponar 

but escaped. 
 
3:15 Describes his life for two months in the bunker in Malina.  Everybody including 

his family was caught, only he escaped.  
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3:21 Describes how he reached the partisans and his life in the forest, the bunkers they 
lived in and the food they obtained.  

 
3:26 His partisan unit was 80% Jewish.  He was a fighter, wanted to kill Germans as 

revenge.  
 
4:01 Talks about H.K.A. (Yiddish abbreviation for The Supreme Control Council) who 

killed Germans and Jews.  At the end they themselves were killed.  
 
4:03 Talks about the function of women among the partisans.  
 
4:04 Describes an action in which he took part.  They went to Vilnius and caught 

Lithuanians, among those caught was Patiuga who had killed Jews.  They took 
them to the forest where they were executed.  

 
4:07 Describes a large action in which 1,500 partisans participated. They cleared a 

large access area of villages and people and then killed them.  Later on, some of 
the commanders were punished by the Russians because they were not supposed 
to have done that.  

 
4:10 Describes actions in which they caught twelve Germans and killed them.  Also 

talks about making and planting mines on the railroad tracks to bomb the trains.  
 
4:17 Talks about anti-Semitism among the partisans.  Kovner was demoted.  Mentions 

the Jewish Partisan leader Warshawsky who was killed.  
 
4:22 After the liberation by the Russians, he was sent to Konigsberg to catch war 

criminals.  He spent half a year there.  
 
4:26  Eventually he went back to Vilnius (Vilna).  He had a very good position there, 

and became quite well to do and got married.  The couple had two daughters.  
They went to Israel in 1957.  He was well received in Israel, where he was known 
for having helped many to escape.  
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