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Abstract:  

Bernard Gropert, now known as Andrej Kalarosho, was born in 1922 in Botosani, 
Romania.  He was the oldest of three children.  His family moved to Iasi where 
his father owned a garage.  Bernard played the piano, composed music and 
directed plays in high school.  In 1939, Antonescu accused Jews of signaling 
enemy planes and rounded them up and killed 12,000 Jews.  Separated from his 
family, Bernard was taken on a cattle train to Calarasi.  He never saw his family 
again.  Several months later he returned to Iasi but was so ill and weak that he 
walked on all fours for a year.  Later he was given a job as a teacher’s assistant, 
but refused to join the Communist Party.  He believes that the personal stories of 
the Jewish Romanian community have never been represented.  He now lives in 
Israel and works in television and documentaries but he has never told his family 
about the Holocaust and does not refer to it in his work. 

 
1:00 Andrej Kalarosho is a stage name for Bernard Gropert.  Bernard was born in 1922 

in Botosani, Romania.  The family later moved to Iasi.  He was the oldest of three 
children and had one brother and a sister.  His father owned a garage. In his 
childhood Bernard played the piano, composed and directed plays in high school. 

 
1:05 Bernard describes a traditional but not Orthodox home.  His friends were mostly 

Jewish. There was anti-Semitism in Iasi, but he did not encounter it until the war.  
 
1:12 He describes the plays he did in high school and the cultural activities in the city.  

He names actors and musicians who were his friends.  
 
1:17 Describes prejudices that Israelis have against Romanians.  
 
1:20 Talks about what they knew about the fate of Jews in the rest of Europe.  
 
1:24 Bernard describes the outbreak of war in 1939.  Jews in the city were accused of 

signaling enemy planes and were taken to the police and were beaten.   While 
they were gone, soldiers plundered his home.  

 
2:00 Antonescu ordered the big pogrom or “action” in which 12,000 Jews died.  

Bernard and his father were taken at midnight to the police.  He does not know 
what happened to his mother and sister.  They were told that they would be taken 
to a quieter place.  
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2:06 He describes being taken in a cattle train toCalarasi.  He was sick and only semi-
conscious and does not remember much of what happened.  Apparently 12,000 
Jews died of heat and exhaustion. 

 
2:14 When he returned to Iasi after many months, his family was not there.  He was so 

weak that he walked on all fours for a year and does not remember much about 
how he lived, only what people told him later.  He spent one year learning to say 
kaddish and religion.  He could not find any family remains in the cemetery.  He 
was the only one in his family who survived. 

 
2:20 The Jewish community gave him a job as a teacher’s assistant.  Bernard describes 

his terrible physical and mental condition.  
 
3:00 Bernard was assigned work as a teacher’s assistant because of his physical 

weakness.  All others had to do hard labor.  
 
3:02 He describes how difficult it was for him to work in Romania after the war 

because he refused to become a Communist Party Member.  
 
3:09 He describes his work as a teacher’s assistant.  
 
3:12 He talks about movies and the plays he made.  He feels that the suffering of the 

Romanian Jews was not represented after the war.  
 
3:20 When he went back to Romania after fifteen years to make a film, he was spied 

on continuously because he was not a party member.   
 
3:23 He describes his reception in Israel.  He started working in TV in 1969 and he 

describes his work with documentaries and television.  He has never told his 
family about the Holocaust and does not refer to it in his work.  
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