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Abstract: Raymond Hegman was born in Strasbourg, France in 1919. His family 

lived above the shoe store that they owned. Raymond’s family was 
traditional, but not religious. He went to public school. They evacuated 
Alsace, along with most other inhabitants who considered themselves 
French, when the Germans invaded. His family went to their vacation 
home in Vosges and then settled in Montpellier. Raymond stayed in 
southern France for the majority of the war, mainly in Nice. He worked 
with the Jewish Resistance, which often worked with the larger French 
Resistance, and procured false baptismal certificates, passageway into 
Switzerland and hiding places for Jewish refugees. Raymond’s parents 
were able to escape into Switzerland and his sister hid in another part of 
France with a non-Jewish family. After the liberation, Raymond worked 
for a Jewish relief organization and also guarded Axis prisoners. All of his 
immediate family survived the war. His parents returned to Strasbourg. 
Raymond was shocked by the magnitude of what had happened to those 
who had been deported East.  

 
1:01:12: Raymond Hegman was born in Strasbourg, France in 1919. He came from 

a family that resided in the Alsace-Lorraine region for several generations. 
Until the French Revolution, Jews had to live in small villages, because 
they were not permitted to live in large cities. After the Franco-Prussian 
war of 1870, Alsace became part of Germany, and Jews were allowed to 
inhabit large cities. Most of the Jews became poor tradesmen. After 1870, 
the majority of his mother’s family immigrated to the United States, 
because the men did not want to serve in the German army.  The rest of 
the family members on his maternal side went to France. Raymond’s 
paternal side owned a shoe store until the outbreak of the Second World 
War. His parents married in 1913. Afterwards, Raymond’s father went 
back to Strasbourg and was stationed in the local garrison and fought, on 
the German side, during the First World War. Raymond’s older sister, 
Susanna, was born during the beginning of World War I (circ. 1914).  She 
died of pneumonia in 1920.  Simone, his younger sister, was born in 1922. 
In the mid-1930s, Raymond was sent to Paris to learn the shoe trade. The 
name of his family’s shoe company was Ero. 

   
1:11:44: In 1937, Raymond returned home and worked with his father.  World War 

II started in 1939 and, at that time, ninety-five percent of the Alsace-
Lorraine Jews were for France.  Raymond’s uncle David had served in the 
French army at Nance during the First World War. Raymond’s education 
was fifty-five percent French and forty-five percent German, with an 
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Alsatian dialect. In his home, they spoke both languages.  His family 
practiced traditional Judaism. They kept tradition, but without a deep 
knowledge of the religion. His family’s store was kept open and the 
children attended school on Shabbat, however, smoking and traveling on 
the Sabbath was not allowed. It was a mix.   

 
1:17:42:  They attended public schools and had friends of different religions, but all 

of their close friends were Jewish.  Raymond had his Bar-Mitzvah in 
1932.  He did not understand Hebrew. He was more interested in the gifts 
that he received. Everyone knew about Palestine. In his town, there were 
Zionist activities for Jewish children, but he never participated in any of 
them. One of the big, exciting events during this time that Raymond 
remembers was the construction of a large, new synagogue in Strasbourg, 
because the community had outgrown the old one.  

 
1:23:26 Many institutions were founded by German Jews in Strasbourg.  The 

Ratisbone family, a very prominent family, attended the Kleberg 
Synagogue since the 19th Century, only twenty minutes away from 
Raymond’s home. 

 
1:27:34: Raymond remembers the sounds of war in 1938-1939. His family rented a 

furnished house in the Vosges region for summer vacations.  They held on 
to it, in case they had to evacuate from Strasbourg.  They lived too close to 
Germany.  

 
1:28:58 They were informed by radio and posters about the need to evacuate.  

Raymond remembers leaving the city by car. They traveled to Vosges, 
accompanied by members of their extended family. All civilians evacuated 
and the city was left empty. The military had permission to stay for special 
purposes. This was a preventive evacuation, so that the troops would be 
able to act as necessary should the Germans invade. The winter was bad. 
His maternal grandmother died and was buried under snow. In Vosges, 
Raymond’s family bought Kosher meat from Colmar. 

 
2:00:52  In 1939, the war officially began. In December a young cousin died due to 

complications during childbirth. Raymond tells of other deaths in his 
family during this period. In 1942, in Montpelier, he started studying 
Hebrew in the evenings, his studying conditions were bad. Raymond 
relates the great effort of the rabbis in Nimes to teach him and his friends. 
By 1943, he was able to read Hebrew. 

 
2:05:44       Raymond describes the goodwill of the Italian authorities and how they 

helped to protect Jews. Their protective effort was directed by an Italian 
citizen named Dovati.  In September of 1943, the Gestapo arrived.  Some 
residents of St. Martin de Vesuvie were deported but most escaped to 
other parts of Italy.  
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2:07:44     In February 1943, Raymond worked in Mario Simon’s shoe store. He had 

a Jewish friend who remained in Drancy for several months and then was 
taken by the Gestapo. However, Raymond’s friend pretended to be 
Christian and managed to get a baptismal certificate.  He was released, to 
the great joy of Raymond and his family. Raymond describes how the 
owner of Abbèye St. Paul, a very nice restaurant in Nice and a very good 
place, gave them food. He did not give them food everyday, but did so at 
least two or three times a week.   

 
2:10:56 Some families managed to obtain false identities.            
 
2:14:15 Raymond talks about how a pastor documented the Germans persecution 

of Jews. 
 
2:14:56 In, March 1944, Raymond was able to celebrate Purim. He remembers that 

passages from the Megillah were read at the Pastors’ Temple. Jews arrived 
there on bicycles. All went well.   

 
2:16:07   The pastor’s name was Evrard. 
 
2:16:50   Purim was a great event. 
 
2:18:00   Raymond talks about the calculated risk involved in celebrating Purim. 

The group that had come was made up of nine men and women.  
 
2:19:40   The pastor, Evrard, described the suicide attempt of a woman. He 

requested her freedom from the Gestapo and it was granted. The pastor 
also described the Gestapo.  

 
2:21:52   Around February 1944, Maurice Cachou was called to Paris by members 

of the Resistance. He had the necessary contacts in Paris to get false, 
illegal papers for Jews.  

 
2:24:10            Raymond discusses who was able or capable of obtaining illegal papers.  

It was very difficult to find and keep in touch with Maurice after he had 
gone to Paris 

            
2:25:10   Afterward, Raymond became responsible for those in need of social help, 

as well as for self-defense training. He read a report about a Russian who 
denounced hidden Jews and the group in turn killed him.  

 
2:26:46 Raymond gives names of the young people with whom he worked and 

describes their reasons for being interested in these activities. He says that 
he relied on the good in human nature.  
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2:29:20 He talks about the great danger that these young people were in while they 
were helping with the Resistance and, what he calls, being involved in 
“social help” (i.e. rescuing Jews and other Nazi enemies of the state.) The 
partisans could defend themselves because they were armed. Both groups 
were very important.  

               
2:30:57   In March 1944, Raymond’s Uncle Louis was detained at Mont Elimar.  

His wife and son were notified by friends and managed to escape. They 
joined Raymond’s parents in Aix-les-Bains.  Close to Pesach, Raymond 
wanted to make Matzot, one friend managed to get the flour, and found a 
place to bake and distribute it. Raymond had made an acquaintance in 
Payard with the son of a rabbi and was invited for Pesach with him. He 
took some Matzot with him.  Seder was held in the back room of a 
restaurant. Raymond remembers that they went through the whole 
Haggadah while hearing the sound of German boots marching around. 

 
2:32:56   Youngsters in the camp manifested their “Jewishness.” Raymond’s 

parents were in Aix, but he decided to go to Puy, because it was a less 
dangerous trip.  From there, he went to Vichy, hoping to visit his sister 
and see some cousins who were in-hiding, not far from Vichy. As 
Raymond was preparing to go see his sister, a cousin told him that he 
should not go and visit because the Gestapo had already taken her (the 
cousin’s) sister. Raymond’s sister returned to Aix. He stayed on with the 
cousin for a few days, in a well-provided-for farm (Chateau-Montague). 

 
3:01:09    Neighbors saw patrols in the area, so his cousin and two small children 

were moved to a different hideout. The new neighbors were aware of what 
was going on and were very protective. Those in-hiding could be out in 
the open air (very different than hiding in Poland, where being hidden 
meant living in a small place from which one could not leave.)  

 
3:04:41 In most areas, all depended on the character of the individual, but in 

certain areas that were carefully overseen by the Germans, individual 
character did not matter (i.e. no matter how good or moral someone was, 
in some areas, the numbers of Germans made it impossible for the Jews to 
hide from them).  The Spring of 1944 was a little better and Raymond was 
able to use a bicycle to get around.  

 
3:07:36  Uncle Louis, who had been detained in March, was deported East and did 

not come back.  Raymond’s parents and his aunt went to Switzerland.  
Simone, his younger sister, worked under a fictitious name for a non-
Jewish organization.   

 
3:09:44 Raymond describes how he got people through to Switzerland. First, he 

had to find the right person—someone with knowledge of safe borders, 
passages, and the timing of patrol movements. Also, he had to know who 
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needed to be paid. There was a group of youngsters that helped out, but 
they were an ad-hoc organization and varied. 

 
3:11:54  Back in Nice, in April 1944, near the Abbèye St. Paul, Raymond met with 

a young woman whose brother had been taken from a children’s home, 
along with ten other Jews, after a visit by the Gestapo. Before being 
transported elsewhere, the Jews were placed in the Exelcior Hotel. 
Raymond tried to see the brother, and planned on giving him a baptismal 
certificate, but the brother, in order to protect his family, had given his 
mother’s maiden name to the Gestapo. The certificate of baptism arrived 
in Drancy, but it had the wrong name on it. The brother was deported. 

 
3:13:20   Raymond took several trips to Monte Carlo, where there was a lot of 

tension.  A well-to-do family had paid their way too freedom and changed 
their address. However, Raymond could not travel to certain places 
because they were forbidden and, in any case, there was no way to get 
there. 

 
3:17:03   Every Shabbat evening, Raymond studied the Torah. Also, a great part of 

Shabbat evenings was listening to the “Radio Libre,” aired from London. 
It was prohibited to have or use a radio, but people still had them and were 
able to get the news. They were awaiting the arrival of the allied forces. 
However, all of the facts of what really happened were not clear until after 
the liberation. Raymond remembers that hope grew after the Allied forces 
arrived at Normandy, although the situation did not improve and in fact, 
food availability decreased. 

 
3:19:55   Raymond and others in his group were placed in a hotel room, close to the 

train station.  It was like a secretariat for their activities. If there was a 
potential problem, the hotel would notify them and all the necessary 
papers were put under the mattresses.  The plan only worked in the 
mornings. There were about 430 people who needed help. They did not 
make too many changes to their system. 

 
3:22:46   Raymond tried to save money for emergencies.  It was very hard. He went 

to Paris to try to get help, but it was not feasible at the time. In Paris, he 
saw how other groups were organized.  On July 18, 1944, Maurice, the 
chief, was caught by a double agent.  Maurice went to see some British 
arms arrive, but instead, a Gestapo agent was there waiting for him. He 
was tortured, but did not speak. 

 
3:26:57   The others in the group did not have any compromising documents. They 

were sent to Drancy.  They escaped from the last transport to the East, as it 
was related by Rabbi Kapel, in his book, The Last Wagon. 
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3:27:36   On July 30, Raymond planned a gathering in Nice. The allied troops were 
advancing, but that did not affect them. They received the bad news from 
Paris, about the death of Maurice. Raymond and his group were left very 
depressed, but they had to continue. Raymond had a contact in Monte 
Carlo, but it was very difficult to get there. He went there dressed as a Boy 
Scout. First he traveled there in a car and then on foot. He finally arrived 
at his destination and was able to get some money. On August 15, he 
heard explosions and witnessed the arrival of the Allied forces into 
Provence. There were about fifteen Jews in Gestapo hands, but there were 
all freed because the Gestapo soldiers were afraid of being surrounded and 
fled.  

 
3:33:58   American GIs arrived within a few days and they had contact with the 

French resistance in Nice.  On August 27, the Americans received 
instructions from the Resistance to mobilize in front of the train station in 
Nice. The members of the Resistance received arms from the Americans. 

 
4:00:57   There was an exchange of fire with the Germans, but there were no 

injuries.  Finally, the Germans left the area. On August 28, rumors 
circulated that all the Germans had left the city and that Americans were 
not too far.  Raymond started riding his bicycle westward and found 
American soldiers, sitting down and eating. They were tired and walked 
slowly. They entered the city without a welcoming parade. 

 
4:04:48   Raymond had to find the prefect and accompanied a group of resisters 

there. He found a little Peugeot and followed the group in the car, to the 
prefecture. It was a great joy!  There were lots of people out in public. He 
went to the office of Jewish Inquiry. 

 
4:06:45   Raymond and his group were able to acquire an office. However, the 

archives that had been kept during the war were taken over by members of 
the Resistance. It was a great time. Many Jews were coming out of hiding 
and asking for support and help. Raymond’s group, however, had no 
available funds, but the regional resistance group was able to help out. It 
donated a great amount of money. Raymond and his group had to 
determine the criteria for who needed and deserved the most support. They 
did not have experience in these matters and did not know what criteria to 
use. So, they had to use their own good sense. 

 
4:09:15   A safety net had been set up for Jewish children who had been hidden in 

Catholic homes; one to two hundred children were already being taken 
care of. A white Russian named Poloski and his secretary, both of whom 
had been in the Kerensky government, had helped Russian Jews.  There 
were many problems in trying to reunite these children with their families; 
if the families could even be located. Some people got their belongings 
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back, others did not.  There were varying situations and everything took a 
very long time. 

 
4:13:57   The most important need was food, or to give people money for food. 

Raymond was young, inexperienced and not politically savvy. He and his 
group needed a legal presence, an official organization, in order to deal 
with the authorities. They named their organization “Israelite Committee 
for Social Action.”  Some subgroups added “and Reconstruction.”  They 
also got involved in politics.      

 
4:16:19   There were socialists and communists in the prefecture. 
 
4:16:54   In their activities, Raymond and his group tried not to be involved in 

political fights. The group was made up mostly of young Zionists. They 
were in contact with Monte Carlo before they became involved with the 
“Joint.” The main involvement was practical and the group tried not to 
become involved in other issues. 

 
4:20:46   They had lists of clandestine operations (Raymond shows them), with 

allocations for 2 weeks. They distributed moneys from November 1943 to 
August 1944; approximately 150,000 francs were distributed and in 
September 1944 alone 560,000 francs were distributed. 

 
4:24:00   Raymond received first news from his parents and Simone who were 

staying in Chambery in September 1944.  They went to a house in Aix 
where children had been hidden. 

 
4:26:03   In September 1944, Raymond received a letter that informed him that 

some of his friends who had been caught in Paris were alright. He kept in 
touch with various organizations in Paris and requested funds from them.  
After liberation private funds were limited, everyone had to define their 
new way of life.  

 
4:28:46   Raymond talks about people, places, and coming out of hiding. Even after 

liberation, food was still limited. American soldiers were a constant source 
of food.  Transportation and gasoline for cars were also hard to come by.   

 
4:32:01   Some people were clamoring, demanding funds.  People needed to be 

investigated, since everyone was not really in need of assistance. 
 
4:33:10   Slowly everything was falling into place.  Raymond gives names of people 

and organizations before and after the war. 
 
05:00:41   Children martyrs’ bonds or coupons were sent to be sold. They could do a 

certain number of sales, mainly small amounts in schools. One objective 
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was to sensitize the opinion of non-Jews to the children martyrs. They 
received special authorization to place these bonds in Monaco. 

 
5:03:11   Raymond does not know how much money was obtained. 
 
5:04:10  They discussed what to do in the future. Obviously they wanted to go to 

Palestine. Raymond talks about publications and the need to have better 
Jewish reconstruction. News was just beginning to come out about the 
magnitude of the disaster for Jews, and it the reality of it was beyond 
anyone’s imagination. In the summer of 1945, they learned what had 
happened to the deportees. 

 
5:06:46   There were great youth activities. They had no knowledge of Zionist and 

Hebrew songs; they printed a catalogue of songs for the youth movement. 
There were five hundred printed, but Raymond does not recall the price 
for the booklet of songs. They celebrated Chanukah, it was a great 
success. There were many French Jewish refugees in Italy, with all of the 
necessary paperwork, but the borders were still closed. 

 
5:10:56   Raymond names some of the non-Jewish families that helped. One of 

them was named Katz. They took him in and he stayed there one Friday 
night. Pesach in 1945 was coming; they baked Matzot in a place where 
they had done it before the war. His parents were in Aix-les-Bains. Their 
non-Jewish friends did a wonderful job of preserving their home for them 
during the occupation. 

 
5:13:39   Raymond and his family wanted to go back to Strasbourg but the war was 

still going on. They planned for Seder in a big restaurant. He does not 
know the number of Jews in Nice at that time. During the occupation there 
had been about 20,000 Jews. The Seder was a great success, everyone 
enjoyed it. Raymond met one of the women (named Jeanette Merselman) 
who had planned Seder. After the celebration, he went on a walk with her. 
The walk marked the beginning of their engagement.  

 
5:17:04   Before liberation, under heavy allied bombardment, he went to Marseille.  

He had addresses of four people, only one of them was Jewish. They all 
worked for an organization which saved them.  Neighbors suspected that 
they worked for the Germans.  A double agent reported them; they were 
detained, tortured and died.   

 
5:20:04   On November 23, 1944, Strasbourg was liberated.  His parents went back 

home. There were problems with roads and air raids by the Allies, their 
apartment and store were occupied by American soldiers. The situation 
was sad.  May 8, 1945, was the armistice and the end of the war.  
Everyone was very sad about those who had been deported, imprisoned 
and were missing. 
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5:24:04   On May 9, 1945 he found his cousin, who had arrived from Austria, where 

he worked with the peasants. His brother Max also came home a few days 
later.  In July, his parents arrived in Strasbourg. 

 
5:25:57   His group was mobilized to guard the prisoners from the Axis powers. He 

was called to Marseille and was sent to Nice, where he had worked during 
the war.  He was transferred to Nice to do guard duty. His routine 
consisted of going to the hospital, then to his office and back to the 
hospital at night. 

 
5:28:39   Deportees were coming back with their horror stories.  Raymond was 

traumatized. He did not know how many would come back.  Some talked; 
others found it very difficult to talk about their experiences. Slave workers 
were also returning. They also had many problems; to understand them 
was a terrible drama. 

 
5:31:42   Raymond shows documents from his activities in the Jewish resistance. 
 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 




