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Abstract: Malka Nomberg was born in Sandomierz, Poland. She came from a very 

wealthy and prominent family in her community. When the Germans first 
invaded her town, her family hid in their cellars. The Germans discovered 
their hiding place. Malka and her mother hid, but the rest of her family 
was taken to Treblinka. Her mother and she were discovered and sent to 
work at a high school turned labor camp in their town. Malka was 
transferred to a weapons factory in 1942 and then deported to Auschwitz 
in 1944. She lived in Birkenau and met her sister there. Malka worked in a 
weapons factory in Auschwitz until she was sent to Ravensbrück. She was 
marched to Malchow and then to another town, but before she arrived the 
German soldiers guarding the other prisoners and her fled from the 
oncoming Soviets. Malka witnessed the plundering and raping of a town 
by the Russians. After the war, she and her sister returned to their 
hometown. After a short while, Malka sailed from Hamburg to Palestine 
where she married and had children. 

 
1:00 Malka (nee Weissrosen) Nomberg was born in 1930, in Sandomierz, 

Poland. She was one of seven children. Her family was part of the upper 
middle class. Malka’s father owned several farms and houses. He was an 
important figure in the community. Malka describes her childhood home 
and daily life. 

 
1:09 Malka talks about the outbreak of the war in 1939. She describes the 

entrance of German soldiers, the loss of her family’s property and the 
beatings of the Jews. 

 
1:15 Her family did not live in the Jewish area of town that became the ghetto. 

Malka’s father horded food and hid it in the underground cellars of their 
large house that was used as a hideout.  

 
1:19 Malka could not go to school any more and started studying at home. They 

did not get typhoid as did many among the Jewish population. 
 
1:22 In 1942 they heard rumors about the extermination camps. Her brother and 

sister tried to escape but were forced to return. 
 
1:28 In October the Germans came to their building and ordered everybody out. 

She and her mother hid, but the rest of the family were taken by train to 
Treblinka. 

 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 



1:32 After a couple of days, a German soldier found her mother and took them 
to the high school that had been concerted into a labor camp. During the 
day they worked outside in the fields.  

 
2:00 They were not on the legal list of names for the high school and her 

mother was sent to the ghetto. She remained in the high school and later 
escaped when she was taken with a group to be shot. 

 
2:08 On January 10th, the ghetto was abolished. Malka escaped to a peasant in a 

nearby village but then returned to the high school. The workers at the 
high school were transported to Starczewice. Malka worked in a weapons 
factory until 1942. 

 
2:12 She describes her work and living conditions at the factory. 
 
2:21 In 1944, she was taken by train to Auschwitz. Malka describes the train 

ride and her arrival at Auschwitz. They all thought that they would be 
killed. 

 
2:28 Malka was taken to Birkenau. She talks about the conditions of the camp. 

She worked in a field outside of the camp. She describes the daily routine 
in the camp. 

 
2:32 She met her sister in Auschwitz and started working with her at a factory. 
 
3:00 Malka talks about her work in the weapons factory in Auschwitz and how 

she adjusted and survived.  
 
3:08 She describes the hanging of four women who had tried to escape. 
 
3:11 In January 1945 the Russian army advanced and the camp was evacuated. 

They were taken by train to Ravensbrück. Malka describes the population 
and the terrible conditions of the camp.  

 
3:19 They were marched to Malchow and after some time left there and 

marched towards another town. During the march the German soldiers 
fled and they were free. They went to a German village and found food. 
Many people became ill from eating too much of the food and died. 

 
3:26 The Russian army continued to advance. Malka talks about the Russians 

plundering and raping women in the village. She took a train to Lodz and 
lived with her sister. After a short time, her sister and she went back to 
their hometown, Sandomierz, and stayed in their old house. A cousin told 
her that she should go back to Germany and from there to Palestine. She 
describes her trip back to Germany. 

 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 



3:29 After she arrived in Bergen-Belsen, she went to school and learned 
Hebrew. She joined the Youth Aliyah and went by boat from Hamburg to 
Palestine. 

 
3:32 She stayed first with a relative in Tel Aviv and then went to Jerusalem. 

Malka describes the War of Independence and the siege of Jerusalem. 
After the war, she went to a nursing school in Jerusalem, continued her 
studies in the United States and returned back to Jerusalem. Malka married 
and had two children. At the time of the interview, she had one grandchild.   
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