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Abstract: Shmuel Milo (nee Alexander Meller) was born in Hungary on January 5, 

1926. He was the youngest of three children. Once the war broke out, he 
was deported to the Kolomyya ghetto then to Horodenka and finally to 
Auschwitz in 1942. He moved back and forth from Auschwitz to Birkenau 
(Auschwitz II) and eventually was chosen to go to “construction school.” 
He describes sonderkommando, Blockalteste, and stubendienst. He 
eventually was transported to Mauthausen, just preceding the Russian’s 
arrival, and from there was sent to work first in Melk and then in Ebensee. 
He was liberated by the Americans on May 7, 1945. He went back to 
Hungary and met his sister, who had also survived the war. After three 
years in Budapest, he moved to Israel. Shmuel served in the Israeli Army 
for 39 years before retiring.  

 
1:00:00 Shmuel Milo’s name was originally Alexander Meller. He was born on 

January 5, 1926 in the Suina region of Hungary, what was then called 
Stakcin, Slovakia. He was the youngest of three children. His father was in 
the lumber business. They lived with his grandparents. He finished 
elementary school and then went to high school in Suina. He did not 
experience anti-Semitism then.  

 
1:12:00 When the war broke out, they were taken in trucks by Hungarians to 

Kolomyya. He describes life in the Kolomyya ghetto. There were 
approximately 20,000 Jews there. They were taken outside of the ghetto to 
work.  

 
1:19:00 After two months, they were moved to Horodenka. After one month, 

constantly being moved in and out of the prison, they were transported to 
Auschwitz. He describes the trip there. 

 
1:24:00 Shmuel was in Block 11 in Auschwitz. This was the prison block of the 

camp, near the execution wall. After one month he was moved to 
Birkenau. The year was 1942. He describes getting his number in 
Auschwitz, A 27336.  

 
1:30:00 He describes Birkenau and Block 13. Shmuel’s father became sick and 

was killed by a Jewish stubendienst named Chaim Lenchner.  
 
1:34:00 Shmuel describes his work in construction in the camp. 
 
2:00:00 He shows photos of himself and his father from Auschwitz and documents 

from the camp. 
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2:03:00 He talks about his work in the latrines. 
 
2:05:00 After four months, he went back to Auschwitz, to Block 7A and was 

trained in construction. 
 
2:08:00 Shmuel describes his daily routine in Birkenau. He said that the 

Blockalteste were criminals.  
 
2:18:00 Shmuel talks about the “construction school.” 
 
2:22:00 Shmuel fell sick with typhoid and went to the camp infirmary in Block 22 

and 23. However, he left the infirmary, still sick, in order to avoid the 
selections. 

 
2:25:00 Shmuel explains what he learned in the “construction school.” 
 
2:27:00 He describes the punishments in the camp. 
 
2:29:00 He talks about the orchestra in Auschwitz. 
 
2:31:00 Shmuel talks about the sonderkommando.  
 
3:00:00 He describes conditions in the camp, food, clothing and different jobs. 
 
3:12:00 A gland in Shmuel’s throat swelled severely, but it was only operated on 

after the war had ended. 
 
3:16:00 Shmuel talks about the population of the “construction school” and his life 

and conditions there (conditions better than those at Birkenau.) 
 
3:23:00 He describes the different commandos. 
 
3:29:00 There were many suicides and hangings in the camp. 
 
4:00:00 Shmuel tells of homosexuality and sexual abuse in his block. 
 
4:06:00 He talks about his work inside the block and other minor jobs he did. 
 
4:00:00 Most of the prisoners felt a sense of hopelessness. Shmuel was very sick 

but did not tell anyone.  
 
4:19:00 There was an orchestra in Auschwitz that performed for the Gestapo and 

also played when the prisoners were going to and coming from work. 
 
4:25:00 French and other European Jews arrived.  
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4:27:00 The conditions in Auschwitz were better than those in Birkenau. 
 
5:00:00 Two days before the Russians arrived, in January, they were marched to 

trains and taken to Mauthausen. From there they were transported to Melk 
and after three months they went to Ebensee. They worked in an 
underground tunnel until May 7, when they were liberated by the 
Americans. 

 
5:08:00 Shmuel recuperated and built up his ability to eat normally again in 

Ebensee. He returned to Hungary where he met his uncle. His sister had 
survived in Budapest and he met her as well. His mother had died while in 
a camp. 

 
5:11:00 After the war, Shmuel studied for three years in Budapest and then went to 

Israel. 
 
5:14:00 When asked to talk more about his camp experience, he said that it was 

difficult to remember after 50 years. 
 
5:18:00 He married twice and had two daughters and one grandchild. He was in 

the Israeli Army for 39 years. He served in the air force in a special 
weapons unit. 

 
5:23:00 Shmuel shares his thoughts about his survival and how he deals with his 

past.  
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