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Abstract: Peretz Leshem (née Fritz Lichtenstein) was born in Saxony, Germany in 

1903. His father owned a textile factory and he was one of four children. 
Peretz became involved in the Zionist Youth movement early in his life. 
He was in the German army for one year. Peretz worked as an emissary 
during WWII, and worked to get Jewish refugees out of Germany, 
Switzerland, Portugal and other nations. He moved back and forth from 
Palestine to Europe throughout this time, living in Berlin, Lisbon, and 
England. Peretz worked with Wilfried Israel and other well-known 
emissaries. He speaks about the Youth Aliya movement that he helped to 
organize.  

 
1:00 Peretz Leshem was born Fritz Lichtenstein in 1903 in the Saxony region 

of Germany. He was one of four children. His father owned a textile 
factory. He went to school for ten years, first to elementary school and 
then to high school. He served one year in the German army in 1920. He 
worked as a secretary in his father’s factory for two years, but did not like 
it.  

 
1:14 He describes his school years. He was the class leader and an excelled 

gymnast. 
 
1:18 Peretz describes the two Jewish communities in his hometown, the 

German one and the Polish one. The Polish Jewish community was 
Zionistic, unlike the German Jewish community. 

 
1:20 Peretz describes the political parties that arose after WWI. 
 
1:30 Peretz and his friends left the Jewish youth organization and founded the 

“Jüdiche Wanderbundt,” another Zionist organization. 
 
2:00 He talks about the political upheavals in Germany after the murder of 

Rosa Luxemburg in 1919. He lost his faith in a democratic Germany and 
decided to go to Palestine. He joined an agricultural community in 
Würzberg under a Jewish leader. 

 
2:10 Peretz shares what he knew about Palestine during that time. He became 

the leader of the “Jüdiche Wanderbund.” 
 
2:17 Peretz went back to Frankfurt to help reorganize the Bundestag. He 

married his first wife while he was there. 
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2:22 Peretz moved to Berlin when the Bundestag relocated there. He describes 
the Eastern European Jewish community in Berlin. 

 
2:26 He studied agriculture at Berlin University and then returned to work at a 

Hechalutz.  
 
2:33 He describes his marriage to his first wife, Betty Frölich. They moved to 

Palestine in 1926, specifically to Kibbutz Yagur.  
 
3:00 He describes life in Yagur. In 1929 he joined the Mapai (Labor) Party and 

was sent to Germany to be the director of the Hechalutz near Berlin. His 
wife and he with their child moved back to Germany in October 1931. 

 
3:08 Peretz talks about the Hechalutz organization and the 450-500 Hachsharot 

groups that they organized. When Hitler came to power in January, he was 
told to leave Germany and organize Hachsharot groups in other countries. 

 
3:13 In January 1933 the first group left for Palestine. He wrote a book Strasse 

zu Rettung. 
 
3:17 He talks about a meeting in Vienna with representatives of the Histadrut 

(mentions many names). They went to cities throughout Germany in order 
to organize Hachsharot groups. The plan was to get as many people out as 
fast as possible.  

 
3:25 Peretz went back to Yagur in 1934, but was again sent to Germany to 

prepare for Aliya Jews in Holland, Denmark, Sweden, Czechoslovakia and 
Luxemburg.  

 
4:00 In March 1939, the Histadrut sent Peretz to England to work with the 

Youth Aliya movement there. After Kristalnacht England agreed to accept 
youth from Germany. He organized the work with the youth and 
connected them to the British Hechalutz and B’nai Akiba. Peretz describes 
his activities in Scotland and Ireland. The British agricultural board was 
interested in Hachsharot because the enlistment in the army had depleted 
the agricultural work force.  

 
4:14 He talks about his work in connection with Holland and Denmark between 

1940 and 1943. Rudel, another emissary, was killed in a plane crash 
during that time. Rudel and Wilfried Israel were working on escape routes 
to Portugal and Spain after the number of exterminated Polish Jews 
became known. 

 
4:23 In 1942 Peretz was sent to Portugal as head of the Joint to organize the 

immigration from Spain and Portugal. Wilfried Israel gave him a list of 
people who had permits to immigrate to Palestine. 
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5:07 There were between 600-700 refugees in Portugal. They were not allowed 

to live or work where they wanted to. He visited and talked to a group who 
was located around Lisbon. 

 
5:17 Peretz received a permit from the British Embassy to go to Spain. He met 

refugees in Camp Miranda and in other cities where he had to help them 
by answering questions and preparing them for immigration.  

 
5:23 He opened and headed the office of the Sochnut (Jewish Agency) in 

Lisbon. His main job was to obtain certificates of immigration. Most of 
the refugees were from France, Holland and Belgium. 

 
5:33 Peretz talks about Camp Miranda and the conditions there. 
 
6:00 He received a list of people who had received permits from Wilfried 

Israel. Peretz also had to get a ship from Portugal and permission from 
Germany to cross the Mediterranean. In January 1944 the refugees from 
Portugal got on the boat Nyasa and 756 immigrants finally arrived in 
Haifa. The boat continued to India to bring back German POWs, which 
was the condition for letting the ship cross.  

 
6:12 Peretz brought his family from England to Lisbon. He met Weizmann, 

who was a good friend. Peretz’s daughter was born in Lisbon. 
 
6:24 At the end of 1944, he succeeded to get Franco to ask Hitler to allow 700 

refugees from Salonika to enter Spain and then continue to Morocco and 
Palestine. The Joint paid for it and he organized it. 

 
6:32 Peretz describes his dealings with Silberstein, head of the Joint in 

Switzerland who helped refugees in Switzerland. 
 
7:00 He talks about the Jewish communities in Morocco and Algeria 
 
7:07 Peretz gives his thoughts on the Holocaust. 
 
7:11 He talks about his work in the Youth Aliya and how he organized the 

immigration of youth groups to Israel. 
 
7:18 He names important people that he met and knew. 
 
7:20 Peretz gives his thoughts on his work during WWII.       
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