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Abstract 
 

 Ada Matulski née Greenglass was born in Warsaw, Poland, in December 1933, 
and grew up with her mother and father.  She had a pleasant childhood in her 
neighborhood, where she attended preschool and spent her summers on the countryside 
until the war broke out when she was six.  After the Nazis confiscated all her family’s 
belongings, she and her family had to move into the Warsaw Ghetto.  In the ghetto, 
parents would hide their children until they returned from work, and she witnessed 
terrible sights such as women killing their own babies, which she would grow to see as 
acts of necessity. 

After a few years, Ada’s father smuggled her out of the ghetto, and she stayed 
with a local family using a false ID.  After the Warsaw uprising the Germans exiled the 
entire population.  Ada was forced to leave the family she was staying with because they 
went to live with their anti-Semitic relatives in a village.  Forced to go out on her own, 
she went to another village where she told the people there a made up story, and they let 
her stay.  She went to church with these people and lived with them for almost a year.  
She then left and went to Grójec, where a local family adopted her.  She proceeded to 
lead a normal life, attending school, and she did rather well but lived in constant fear of 
her adoptive father.   

At the end of 1947 she decided to escape her life in the village.  She told a 
neighbor that she was Jewish and was taken to a Warsaw Jewish institution.  However, 
she developed typhoid fever and was hospitalized.  While in the hospital she was reunited 
with her uncle, with whom she stayed after her recovery.  In 1950 she immigrated to 
Israel where she joined the army, went to nursing school, got married, and had a family.  
She had difficulty adjusting to Israel and for many years did not talk about her war 
experiences.  Even today she tries to hide her constant anxiety about the safety of her 
family. 

 
Oral History 

 
00:01:01 Ada Matulski was born in Warsaw in December 1933.  She grew up in a 

middle-class family Jewish family.  Her father owned a men’s clothing 
store.  They lived in a non-Jewish area in a villa.  Her family had many 
servants and spoke Polish at home.  They observed traditions but were not 
very religious. 

 
00:01:06 She attended preschool and spent her summers in the countryside until the 

war broke out when she was six.  
 
00:01:15 There were bombings at the beginning of the war, and in an effort to get 

out of Poland, her father went to Russia to explore their possibilities.  He 
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returned empty-handed, telling his family that most people in Russia were 
hungry.  The Germans broke into her home and stole all their belongings. 

 
00:01:19 After spending a year in an empty house, her family moved to the Warsaw 

Ghetto, where life was still bearable.  They did not go hungry.   
 
00:01:23 There were small learning centers in homes, where Ada and other children 

learned to read and write and met other Jewish children. 
 
00:01:26 Ada and her family moved into the small ghetto in the winter of 1941, and 

there her parents became depressed.  They lived in a room and did not go 
out much.  Since Ada was so young, she really did not understand what 
was happening.  Her father built a hiding place for her in their room. 

 
00:02:00 Ada’s parents worked in a uniform factory.  During the day she waited for 

them in her hiding place and was told not to go out. 
 
00:02:04 She went to school in a little classroom with twenty other children.  

Eventually, “actions” started to occur and people vanished.  It became 
commonplace for parents to hide their children until they returned home 
from work, for fear of their children being taken away. 

 
00:02:07 The Germans built a large school at the factory for 200 children of the 

workers.  One day all the children were loaded into trucks.  Her father had 
to buy her back, as did other parents.  The children who went back later 
were all killed. 

 
00:02:10 In January 1943, Ada’s father smuggled her out of the ghetto.  Separated 

from her family, she did not understand what was happening.  When she 
was smuggled out, she remembered a man waiting for her outside the wall. 

 
00:02:12 Ada remembers Partisan activities in the ghetto, which included using 

children as message carriers.  At the end of 1943, she received a message 
from her father in Treblinka telling her that her mother had died in a 
bunker in the ghetto. 

 
00:02:17 Her father got her a false ID before he smuggled her out.  During her 

escape, she went by the name Sosha Kotletsta.  He also had a converted 
minister teach her Christian prayers. 

 
00:02:18 There was not much food in the ghetto, and people frequently stole food 

from one another.  Ada’s father had promised her that he would come for 
her, and for many years she could not accept the fact that he had died. 
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00:02:23 Ada saw dead bodies in the streets.  She witnessed a mother throw a sick 
baby out of a window and another killing a baby that cried.  She would 
come to accept these things as acts done out of necessity. 

 
00:02:26 Children often smuggled food into the ghetto on the black market. 
 
00:02:30 Ada knew about underground activities. 
 
00:03:00 As a little girl in the ghetto, Ada had feelings of constant apprehension 

that have stayed with her until the present. 
 
00:03:05 Ada sat all day in her hiding place in the ghetto, feeling this apprehension. 
 
00:03:07 When Ada got out of the ghetto, the man who met her on the other side of 

the wall took her to his home where he had arranged a hiding place for her 
in the basement.  The man had a son and a daughter who treated her very 
well.  Ada stayed there for a year and a half until September 1944. 

 
00:03:09 She heard about the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising and saw the ghetto burn.  

Her father had visited her only once before and then returned to her 
mother in the ghetto.  She later received a letter saying that he had died in 
1944. 

 
00:03:13 The family that she was staying with hid her at the risk of their own lives, 

as well as hers. 
 
00:03:22 By the age of ten, Ada felt as though she was not a real person because she 

had no identity and no life. 
 
00:03:27 After the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, the Germans sent the remaining 

Jewish population away.  The family she was staying with left to live with 
relatives in a village.  She was told that she could not go with them 
because the relatives were anti-Semitic and would give her away. 

 
00:03:33 Ada was forced to go out on her own.  She walked in a field by herself 

with her false ID. 
 
00:04:00 She arrived at a house in a village, where she told the people there a made 

up story, and they let her stay.  She went to church with these people and 
lived with them for almost a year.  When the Russians came in 1945, the 
family hid her because the Russians were raping girls. 

 
00:04:09 She left and went to the village of Grójec, where a local family adopted 

her.  She went to school and was doing well but was afraid of her adoptive 
father. 
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00:04:12 At the end of 1947 she decided to leave the village and her life there.  She 
told a neighbor that she was Jewish and was taken to the Joint ( American 
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee) in Warsaw. 

 
00:04:17 Ada became ill with typhoid fever and was taken to a hospital.  It was 

there that she was reunited with her uncle who had returned from Russia, 
where he had fled. 

 
00:04:21 She went to live with her uncle and his family.  In 1950 they went to 

Israel.  She joined the army, went to nursing school, got married, and had 
children. 

 
00:04:24 Ada had difficulty adjusting to life in Israel.  Her husband was a Sabra and 

she wanted her children to grow up as Sabras, and not as children of a 
victim.  For many years she did not talk about her war experiences, and 
even today tries to hide her constant anxiety about the safety of her 
children and grandchildren. 

 
00:05:00 The Israeli Army had a positive impact on her life. 
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