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Abstract 
 
 

 Shoshana was born in the town of Hajdúböszörmény, Hungary, in 1935.  She was the youngest of 
five daughters.  Shoshana finished fifth grade in a one-room Jewish school.  Her family was religious, but 
liberal.  Her maternal grandparents had immigrated to Eretz Israel.  They had sent Shoshana’s family 
seven certificates so they could join them in Palestine, but the certificates were “hijacked” by Kastner, 
who gave them to others. 

Shoshana speaks of entering the ghetto around the time of Shavuot, 1944.  She tells of being 
transferred to Debrecen, to a brick factory; to Strasov; and of work in the fields at Józefów.  She was then 
transferred to a weapons factory (formerly a glass factory) in Attnang; to Gemünd; and then to Terezín, in 
1945. 

She discusses her first encounter with inmates who had been in Auschwitz, and her first exposure 
to the real fate of the Jews.  Upon liberation, Shoshana’s entire nuclear family arrived in Budapest.  They 
had all survived! 

She speaks of life under the Russians and her education.  Her family was then able to immigrate 
to Israel.  Shoshana discusses detentions by the British, and her life in Israel. 
 
 

Oral History 
 

1:00:00 Shoshana, the youngest of five daughters, was born in Hungary, in the town of 
Hajdúböszörmény, in 1935.  The family was well-off.   Anti-Semitism was expressed by 
taunting Jewish children on the way to school.  Her father was a wine merchant and her 
mother was a housewife.  Her father’s store was taken away from him and his beard was 
shaven.  It was hard to make a living.  The family was religious, but liberal. 

 
 Shoshana attended a one-room Jewish school through 5th or 6th grade.  After that, the 

children went to a Hungarian high school, which Shoshana’s sisters finished. 
 
 At home, they spoke only Hungarian.  Her father knew Yiddish from his studies in the 

Yeshiva (Kaleb?). 
 
 Shoshana’s maternal grandparents had immigrated to Eretz Israel in 1936.  Zionism was 

not prevalent in the home.  An uncle and his family went to Palestine.  The Jewish 
population in the town was 600. 

 
 Her father’s store was taken away from him even before the arrival of the Germans.  

Later on, her father was taken to a “work battalion.”  Only three families (out of 600) 
“came back.” 

 
 Shoshana talks of entering the ghetto around the time of Shavuot (May) in 1944, where 

she remained for only two weeks.  After that, the population was transferred to a brick 
factory in Debrecen.  She discusses the conditions there and speaks of her father’s visit. 
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 She tells of the transfer to Poland in cattle cars and then to Strasov in Austria.  In that 
place, selections took place.  The healthy ones were sent to work in the fields at Józefów.  
Shoshana took care of the children while the mothers went to work. 

 
 After the summer, she was then transferred to another place, Attnang, a former glass 

factory where they were producing weapons.  She discusses living and working 
conditions.  She tells of contracting a contagious children’s disease and being sent to 
another city, Gemünd.  Finally, she was transferred to Theresienstadt  in March 1945.  
Shoshana discusses entrance to the camp and her encounter with Jews who had come 
from Auschwitz. 

 
2:06:00 Shoshana provides a description of Theresienstadt. 
 
02:09:19 Shoshana discusses her daily schedule. 
 
02:10:32 Shoshana describes witnessing how three trucks full of Germans being deployed in the 

camp, and how they shot blindly in all directions.  Immediately after, she saw Russian 
troops and understood they would be liberated soon. 

 
02:12:17 Shoshana tells of seeing the refugees come. 
 
02:13:44 She discusses the confusion immediately afterwards. 
 
02:14:31 Shoshana tells of returning home. 
 
02:16:45 She describes the Russians’ behavior. 
 
02:17:38 Shoshana tells of the arrival of her sisters, her mother and herself, in Budapest where her 

father was working. 
 
02:19:37 She talks of returning to their town. 
 
02:21:02 The family returns to the house which had been used by the Gestapo during the war.  Her 

father received the store back. 
 
02:21:00 There was no longer a Jewish school.  Shoshana and her peers had to go to a Catholic 

school. 
 
02:22:44 Hashomer Hatzair began organizing the Jews for aliyah. 
 
02:24:58 Just before the expulsion, her grandparents had sent the family seven certificates to go to 

Israel.  Kastner intercepted them and gave them to others. 
 
02:26:03 In 1946, the entire family left for Palestine (from Bratislava to a port in Czechoslovakia 

and then arrived in Haifa, after three weeks). 
 
02:30:10 She discusses the encounter with the British, the attack that ensued, and the hunger strike 

which was declared. 
 
02:31:05 Shoshana speaks of her 9 month internment in Cyprus, and of life there. 
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02:33:29 She tells of being allowed to go to Palestine, staying in an Atlit internment camp for a 
month; then, a month at Gan Shmuel for disinfection and quarantine. 

 
02:34:58 Shoshana talks of moving in with her grandparents in Tel Aviv. 
 
03:00:00 The Shoah from the perspective of Shoshana as a child is described. 
 
03:02:14 Shoshana provides her sisters’ names:  Heidi (1924); Vera (1926); Bracha (1932); Leah.  

In the camps, Shoshana took care of the younger kids.  Lack of proper nutrition caused 
skin infections in everyone.  Skin rashes were common. 

 
03:15:20 She talks of her dreams. 
 
03:17:23 In Terezín, Shoshana lived in what was called “Camp Dresden.”  She talks of meeting the 

Levinger family from her hometown. 
 
03:20:00 She describes meeting Auschwitz inmates who lived in Terezín behind the display 

windows (that were just for show). 
 
03:23:47 Shoshana talks of meeting the Red Cross representatives after liberation. 
 
03:26:28 She discusses hearing the experiences of the Auschwitz survivors. 
 
03:27:12 One of her older sisters contracted diphtheria and was hospitalized before liberation until 

long after. 
 
03:24:30 Shoshana talks about the white glass pavilion, full of horses. 
 
03:30:41 Her mother sold one or two bread portions in order to obtain candles for Shabbat.  No 

holidays were observed. 
 
04:08:00 Shoshana discusses how the Shoah influenced her mothering skills. 
 
04:10:00 She tells of her husband’s experiences during the war. 
 
04:13:39 Shoshana’s education upon her arrival in Israel was lacking.  She left school after 5th 

grade, and went to study watch making with a relative. 
 
04:18:00 Shoshana talks of her children and grandchildren. 
 
04:26:53 She describes what the Israelis’ thought of the Holocaust survivors when they arrived. 
 
04:30:00 Shoshana feels that she didn’t have a childhood, and compares her situation to Bialik’s 

song “Where  is my youth.” (“Eichan Neurai”?) 
 
04:34:00 She talks about raising children in Israel while also looking after her ailing parents. 
 
05:00:00 Shoshana goes back to her childhood memories.  She reflects on her life in Israel, and 

talks of her hopes. 
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