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Abstract 
 
 

Shalom Kremarski was born in Lodz, Poland in 1925.  He was one of four children. His 
father had passed away before the war began.  He describes life in the Lodz Ghetto, including 
work in Rumkowski’s workshops, life in the Marycin orphanage, being saved from death, and 
the tragic fate of his family.  

He was in Birkenau and Auschwitz I.  He attempted to escape from Auschwitz but was 
captured and taken to Sachsenhausen, where he took care of horses.  From Sachsenhausen, he 
was taken on a Death March to Mauthausen. He was later returned to Sachsenhausen, then to 
Lieberose, a subcamp of Sachsenhausen.  After two months in Lieberose, he was taken on a 
Death March to Gunskirchen, where the prisoners were forced to lie in the mud and snow for 
three months. 

Shalom was liberated at Gunskirchen.  He and other survivors were taken to Wels, an 
empty German camp.  There, members of the Jewish Brigade convinced the survivors to 
emigrate to Israel.  The Jewish Brigade moved the survivors to Bologna, Italy, where they stayed 
for a year.  There they prepared for the voyage to Israel.  In 1946, Shalom’s group left for Israel.  
They were stopped by the British, but eventually made their way to Kibbutz Poriya, and then to 
Kibbutz Alonim. 
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Oral History 
 

Tape 1 
 

00:01:00 Shalom Kremarski was born in Lodz, Poland in 1925.  This is the first time that 
he shared his story. 

 
00:03:11 In 1939, when the war began, the children were happy because they didn’t have to 

go to school. 
 
00:03:24 There were four children in the family (Shalom, two brothers, and a sister).  They 

lived with their mother. Their father had died. 
 
00:03:45 The Germans entered Lodz.  There were deportations before the ghetto was 

created. 
 
00:04:47 There were anti-Jewish edicts, and attacks against Jews. 
 
00:06:50 Shalom talks about his siblings. He describes his mother’s work before the war. 

She owned a copper and brass factory, which the Germans confiscated. 
 
00:08:00 He describes the fate of his mother and his older brother, Meir. 
 
00:09:34 Shalom talks about hunger in the ghetto. 
 
00:10:53 He describes evacuation of the Jews from their homes, moving to the ghetto, 

killings, and housing conditions in the ghetto. 
 
00:15:08 Leibish, Shalom’s brother, was caught by the Nazis, but managed to escape. 
 
00:15:53 Shalom describes their living quarters in the ghetto. 
 
00:17:58 Rumkowski established workshops in the ghetto.  Shalom worked in a shoe shop. 
 
00:19:00 The Germans came for Shalom’s brothers.  His mother tried to intercede.  She and 

Shalom’s brothers were killed.  Shalom and his sister Leah had been hiding under 
the bed.  At dark, they started walking around the ghetto, looking for food.  A 
Jewish policeman found them, and sent them to an orphanage in Marysin in the 
ghetto. 

 
00:22:05 Shalom describes the Marysin orphanage. 
 
00:25:19 The children who did not go to work were evacuated to a nearby hospital, and, 

from there, were put on trucks and taken out of the ghetto.  Leah, Shalom’s sister, 
was thrown from a window onto a truck. 
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00:26:19 Later, all 2,000 orphans were to be evacuated, but the man in charge of the 
workshops asked that some children stay behind to continue working.  Shalom 
was one of them, and he returned to his old job. 

 
00:32:00 Shalom describes more about the Marysin orphanage. 
 
02:00:00 He describes the evacuation of the workshops. 
 
02:02:04 Shalom talks about the train trip to Birkenau, in the spring of 1943. 
 
02:04:13 He describes arrival at Birkenau. 
 
02:06:40 He describes the selection by Mengele, the day after arrival. 
 
02:09:50 The strongest young men, including Shalom, were chosen to build a school.  
 
02:11:01 Shalom describes having his arm tattooed. 
 
02:12:21 Shalom describes the evacuation of the gypsies. 
 
02:15:33 He describes his transfer to Auschwitz I, along with all 120 young men of the 

building school.  There they were taught the building trade, and began building 
barracks and factories to produce items needed by the Germans.  The Germans 
felt confident that young people were less likely to be spies. 

 
02:16:51 Shalom lived in Barrack 13 in Auschwitz, on the first floor. The building school 

was located on the second floor. 
 
02:17:00 Of the 120 children in the school, 70 were Hungarian. 
 
02:19:00 Shalom describes roll calls. 
 
02:19:54 He describes activities on Sundays, such as boxing and football, done for the 

amusement of the Nazis. 
 
02:23:00 He describes prisoner punishments. Some punishments were forcing the prisoners 

to stand outside in the rain and snow, and withholding food from them. 
 
02:25:40 He describes the children  helping each other. 
 
02:27:00 Shalom describes smuggling food into the camp. 
 
02:30:58 He describes pipl (plural is pipls or piplim) in Auschwitz.  These were young 

boys who were selected by the Blockältesters, mainly because of their good looks.  
Some were forced, and some were persuaded with food, to sexually serve the 
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Blockältesters and other prison officials.  None of the boys did this for pleasure, 
they did it because they were coerced. 

 
02:33:42 He describes the “death wall” – the electrified fence surrounding Auschwitz. He 

saw people touch the fence, and heard their screams as they died. 
 
02:34:04 He describes the cells. 
 
03:00:00 Shalom describes watching executions in the camp. 
 
03:06:16 He describes leaving Auschwitz before the camp was closed down.  All the 

children were moved together by train to Sachsenhausen.  The adults walked 
there.  It was almost the end of the war, and the Russians were nearing Auschwitz. 

 
03:07:43 Shalom ran away from the train.  He dug a hole in the floor to the tracks, but a 

German caught him, and denounced him to the Wehrmacht, who took him to 
Sachsenhausen, where he was placed in a cell for three days, and then returned to 
the building group. 

 
03:13:05 The inmates were constantly beaten.  Their job was to put on new shoes and walk 

around the camp to “break them in.”  They slept standing up, and there was very 
little food.  Many of them died. 

 
03:13:18 Shalom describes methods of torture and killing. 
 
03:16:36 He describes conflicts between the Ukrainians and the Jews that were started on 

purpose. 
 
03:18:02 He describes taking care of horses. 
 
03:18:19 Shalom describes the week-long Death March to Mauthausen.  The Austrians 

provoked incidents. 
 
03:21:41 He describes arrival at Mauthausen. 
 
03:23:19 The camp was bombed, and several adult prisoners were killed.  Their flesh was 

eaten by other inmates. 
 
03:26:00 Among Shalom’s builders group, there were several piplim.  All of the 

Blockältesters had at least one of these boys.  Everyone knew who the piplim 
were, but they didn’t discuss it, and to this day, they don’t discuss it.  These 
people have gone on to live normal lives, with large families.  Shalom was very 
emphatic about this topic, he says it’s never discussed among survivors, or with 
the outside world.  He said that he is probably the first and only one to mention 
this, and he doesn’t want it to get back to his group. 
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Shalom provides an example of how his group has stuck together: There were 
three brothers in the group, two of whom became drug addicts.  About ten years 
before the interview, the third brother came to the group, and told them that his 
two brothers had become drug addicts.  The group was able to rehabilitate the 
brothers.  (Shalom is trying to show the loyalty and self-organization of the group, 
who all took care of each other).  He praised the builders group, who are together 
to this day. 

 
03:32:00 They were returned to Sachsenhausen, also on foot. They stayed in 

Sachsenhausen for about a month. 
 
03:33:15 They were transferred to Lieberose, a subcamp of Sachsenhausen.  There were 

more beatings and punishments.  They lived together with Hungarians.  Shalom 
tells the story of the beating of the “Stumeltester”(?), who was Hungarian and 
hated Polish Jews.  The Blockältester, who was German, had a Jewish 
grandfather. 

 
04:00:00 Shalom describes the punishment for the beating. 
 
04:03:39 He describes life in Lieberose, where they stayed for about two months.  This was 

followed by a Death March to Gunskirchen, a forest.  They lay down in the forest.  
The camp commander received an order to poison the Jews with soup.   But the 
poison was very diluted (against his specific orders), and it did not kill them. 

 
04:04:58 They stayed in Gunskirchen for about three months, lying on the ground, in the 

mud and snow. 
 
04:05:56 Shalom describes killings, and deaths from illness. 
 
04:07:15 He describes delousing the clothes while the prisoners were naked. 
 
04:08:15 He describes the relationship between the Hungarian Jews and the Poles.  When 

the Nazis fled, the Hungarian Jews took the Poles’ positions.  When the American 
soldiers arrived, the Hungarians took off their uniforms, changed into civilian 
clothes, and merged with the Jewish inmates.  Some Hungarians were identified 
by the Jews and turned over to the Americans.  (Explanation: the Hungarian Jews, 
wearing German uniforms, had been working at the front for the Germans.  They 
were later transported to Gunskirchen, in their uniforms.) 

 
04:12:44 Shalom describes liberation.  They were taken to Wels, an empty German camp, 

for rehabilitation.  UNRRA came to take the young people to the United States.   
 
Shalom tells an interesting story about a fateful soccer game between Jews and 
Poles.  Many survivors from Lithuania were in this camp.  A Jeep arrived with 
four Israeli soldiers from the Jewish Brigade, looking for Jews.  The game 
stopped, and the new arrivals told the Jewish youth, in Yiddish, to come to Eretz 
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Yisrael.  Shalom and the others had never heard those words.  The Lithuanian 
Jews, who knew, explained what it meant.  Shalom’s group decided to discuss it 
among themselves, before making a decision.  They went back to camp.  The non-
Jewish Poles began to curse the Jews, who had stopped the soccer game.  One of 
the Israeli soldiers confronted the Poles, and fought them until they escaped.  The 
Jews were very impressed, as they had never seen anyone dare to confront Poles. 
 
The Jews rode the jeep back to the barracks, while the Israelis spoke among 
themselves in Hebrew.  They said that if the young Jews refused to go to Eretz 
Yisrael, they would masquerade as American soldiers, and return to kidnap the 
Jews.  The Lithuanian Jews, who understood Hebrew, told the others of the 
Brigade’s plan, and explained to them the significance of Eretz Yisrael.  So the 
group decided to go to Eretz Yisrael. 

 
04:18:43 They arrived in Italy, where they stayed for a year. They all joined the Palmach. 
 
04:19:19 [Clarification: They were transferred from Wels to Bologna.]  
 
04:21:00 The group was organized to help other newcomers, to purchase and hide weapons, 

and to prepare hammocks for the boat trip to Israel. 
 
04:21:48 Finally, in 1946, Shalom’s group and some partisans left Italy.  They were 

carrying weapons wrapped in plastic.  They were stopped by the British in Haifa.  
They threw their weapons overboard (the weapons were recovered later).  Shalom 
went to Kibbutz Poriya, and then to Kibbutz Alonim. 

 
04:23:20 Shalom describes the attitude of the veterans towards the newly-arrived Jews.  

They felt exploited, and very few stayed after army service. He reflects on the 
country of Israel. 
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