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Abstract 

 Yehoshua Glick was born in Debrecen, Hungary in 1921.  He was one of three children 
and came from an Orthodox home.  He attended religious school and Jewish high school.  
Several members of his family were Zionists. After Hitler came to power, Yehoshua’s father lost 
his job and the family moved to Újpest, a town near Budapest.  His brother and sister wanted to 
go to Palestine, but they could not obtain the necessary certificates.  Yehoshua was unable to 
continue his education.  He and his brother worked in different factories in the knitting business. 

Yehoshua was conscripted for forced labor in 1943. His unit repaired roads, unloaded 
trains, and worked on fortifications near the Romanian border.  In March 1944, after the Germans 
took control over Hungary, Yehoshua received an order to go to Szentes, in the southern part of 
Hungary, to clear bombing debris.  From Szentes he was sent to Szeged, where he witnessed a 
transport of Jews though he was unaware of their destination.  After that, he was taken to the 
Russian front in Galicia to repair roads.  He was injured in a bombing attack and was taken to the 
Kolomyya prisoner of war camp where he was sent to the infirmary and subsequently to a 
hospital in Volsk, where he received treatment for his injuries.  After recovering, he was sent to 
another prisoner of war camp where Germans, Italians, Romanians, Jews and others that had been 
captured by the Russians during the Battle of Stalingrad were being held.  In May 1945, when the 
war ended, the prisoners of war were not released; they were told that they would have to work to 
rebuild the Soviet Union.  

 Yehoshua became ill with malaria and could not work for some time.  Eventually, when 
the Russians began to release minorities, the Jews were released as well.  In 1946 he returned to 
Hungary and was sent to a hospital in Budapest where he learned that, with the exception of his 
wife, his immediate family members had not survived the war.  Between 1946 and 1949 he 
worked with Zionist groups.  In 1949, he was reunited with his wife and they immigrated to Israel 
where she gave birth to three children but died at a young age.   

1:00 Yehoshua was born in Debrecen, Hungary, in 1921.  His last name at birth was 
Gluck and his first name was Sandor.  He describes the Jewish population of 
Hungary between the two World Wars.  His parents were from different parts of 
Hungary. His mother came from an area near Bratislava, Slovakia from a 
moderately Orthodox family.  She was highly cultured.  His father came from a 
more simple family, from a town near Debrecen. Before the war there were 
approximately 700,000 Jews in Hungary.  Yehoshua was the youngest of three 
children (two boys and a girl). 

1:10 About 30 to 40% of the Jews in Hungary lived in towns and villages.  There 
wasn’t a town or village that did not have Jews living there.  The work that the 
Jews did revolved around agriculture.  

1:11 The Jews of Hungary lived in small towns and rural communities, as well as in the 
cities.  
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1:13 Yehoshua’s family was moderately Orthodox, mostly due to his mother’s 
influence.  His father’s family was more observant.  Yiddish was not spoken in 
their house though his father knew Yiddish.  They spoke Hungarian at home. 

1:15 Yehoshua completed the required four grades of primary school at a Jewish 
school.  He continued four more years of schooling in a Jewish “gymnasium” 
(high school), at his mother’s insistence, which was funded by the moderately 
Orthodox faction known as the “status quo.”  Girls from traditionally Orthodox 
homes, like his sister, did not attend the gymnasium.  After completing four grades 
of primary school, his sister went to the equivalent of what is now known as 
middle school, where she learned a trade and later opened a dress shop.   

1:17 There was anti-Semitism in Hungary.  Yehoshua felt it at school when students in 
the non-Jewish gymnasiums would chase the Jewish students.  One of the causes 
of the anti-Semitism was the Communist revolution in Hungary after World War I.  
The Jews had been at the forefront of that revolution.  In 1919 there was a counter-
revolution and the Jews suffered a backlash as a result of their earlier role.  

1:21 Anti-Semitism was exhibited in the annual celebration of Independence Day.  
After the ceremony that would take place in town or village squares, windows of 
Jewish stores would be smashed.  In addition, a “numerus clausus” was in effect in 
Hungary; there was a quota on the number of Jews that were admitted to 
universities.  Notwithstanding anti-Semitism, the Jews were able to live fairly 
normal lives until Hitler’s rise to power. 

1:26 Once Hitler rose to power in Germany, Hungary began to enforce stricter anti-
Jewish laws. In addition to the quota limiting the number of Jews admitted to the 
universities, Jews were also restricted professionally. The idea was to move more 
Hungarian non-Jews into the middle class.  In order to make room for the non-
Jewish Hungarians in the professions, the number of Jews was restricted. 

1:27 When Yehoshua finished high school, it was highly unlikely that he could have 
pursued his education at the university level. 

1:28 Yehoshua’s father had been working in the travel business and was making a good 
living.  In 1939, he lost his job and the family moved to Ujpest, a town near 
Budapest. Yehoshua joined the Zionist youth organization.  His mother, brother, 
and sister were Zionists.  His brother and sister were part of a Hachsharan group 
that wanted to immigrate to Palestine; however they were unable to obtain the 
necessary certificates.   

1:31 Yehoshua and his brother went to work in different knitting factories. The family 
continued to live fairly well in a rented apartment.  They had also lived in a rented 
apartment in Debrecen.   

1:33 Around 1938 and 1939, as a result of anti-Semitism, Jewish youth were no longer 
able to attend the Hungarian equivalent of Israel’s Gadna (military youth).  
Instead, segregated units were set up consisting only of Jews. Between 1938 and 
1940, Jews were also forced out of military service.  Since military service in 
Hungary was compulsory, Jews were instead required to serve in labor battalions.  
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2:00 In 1940, Yehoshua’s father was called up to work in a labor battalion, but was 
released shortly thereafter.  Yehoshua’s brother was called up in 1942 and 
Yehoshua in 1943.   

2:02 In Hungary, Hitler’s speeches were broadcast over loudspeakers and could be 
heard everywhere. The Jews were shocked by what they were hearing and felt that 
things would not turn out well for them. They knew what was going on in other 
countries in terms of the progress of the war, and that borders were closed.  They 
felt a sense of doom.  

2:04 The Jews had a feeling that Germany would begin to lose the war.  At the same 
time, they were surprised at the speed with which the other countries had fallen to 
Germany.  They were hoping that Germany would be stopped in Yugoslavia 
because they had heard that there were many active partisans there.   

2:06 The Jews felt that the world was closing in on them and that there was no place to 
go except perhaps to find an escape route through Romania, which was a slight 
possibility. At the time, they did not know about the Final Solution.  

2:08 Germany demanded that Hungary participate in the war effort.  In 1942 and 1943, 
Hungary sent 60,000 Jews to the Russian front.  The Jews were forced to wear 
yellow armbands on the sleeves of their civilian clothes. For the most part the 
work consisted of repairing roads that had been damaged by tanks.   

2:10 In 1943, when Yehoshua was called to forced labor, he initially did road repair 
work.  He also worked in providing food and provisions, as well as unloading 
trains that were filled with ammunition.  The Jews were also required to detect 
land mines.  In the winter of 1943-44, he worked on building fortifications on the 
Romanian border.   

2:15  In 1944, it became apparent that Germany was suffering military setbacks.  

2:16 While in forced labor, the workers were able to talk among themselves and, 
depending upon the commander, they were able to secure fairly humane treatment 
- in part as a result of bribes from their families at home.  In other units that was 
not necessarily the case.  One’s fate depended upon the commander and how he 
interpreted the orders that he in turn was receiving from those above him. 

2:22 In 1944, when Yehoshua was working in Transylvania near Romania, he learned 
through conversations with the professional soldiers that had been assigned to his 
labor unit that conditions in the forced labor camp would soon improve, that 
Germany was starting to retreat, and that the Allies were advancing from the 
south.   

2:25 While in forced labor in 1944, Yehoshua was unaware of what had happened to 
the Jews in Poland.  However, he was aware of one incident that had taken place 
in 1940 in Hungary.  All of the Jews who were unable to prove their Hungarian 
citizenship were rounded up and put on a train with their families and sent to 
Kamenets-Podolsk in the Ukraine, where they were shot.  This was the first time 
that Hungary actually “made payment” to Germany.  Yehoshua heard about the 
incident from someone who had escaped.   
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2:26 According to Yehoshua, the Hungarians were able to excuse their behavior by 
claiming that the action had not been taken against “Hungarian Jews” but rather 
against people who were not Hungarian citizens.   

2:28 In 1940, Yehoshua knew that Dr. Israel Kastner was already actively trying to 
rescue the Jews in Transylvania.  In 1944, a train carrying a group of Jews from 
one of the Zionist groups went from Budapest to Constantinople.  At the time, 
Hungary was not yet fully under German control.   

2:31 In March 1944, when Yehoshua believed that conditions were beginning to 
improve, his unit was ordered to proceed back to Szentes, in the southern part of 
Hungary, where he had first been ordered to report for forced labor. 

2:32 On March 19, 1944, the Germans conquered Hungary.  The Arrow Cross party, 
which was the Hungarian Nazi party, took control of the government.  The 
Germans soon replaced Horthy with an Arrow Cross party leader named Szalasi.  
Once Horthy was replaced there were daily changes for the worse. At the time, 
Yehoshua had a girlfriend in Ujpest with whom he had been corresponding.  She 
suggested that it might be safer for her as a married woman, so he married her in a 
civil ceremony.  

3:00 Once Hungary was conquered, it became part of the front.  Yehoshua’s unit was 
sent from Szentes to Szeged, a town which had been subjected to carpet bombing.  

3:02 In Szeged, Yehoshua’s unit was housed in a huge factory where bricks had been 
manufactured. There were approximately 200 men in his unit.  From the brick 
factory, his unit was sent out to work.   

3:03 After a week, when his unit returned to Szeged, they noticed that the entire area 
was surrounded by gendarmerie. The unit was moved to a school. Yehoshua heard 
that the expulsion of the Jews from Hungary had begun and that it would proceed 
like “rolling up a carpet,” from the Carpathians to Transylvania and onwards.  

3:05 Yehoshua’s unit was assigned to work at the train station.  They saw a train pull 
up filled with Jews.  The Jews at the head of his forced labor unit got together and 
purchased food for the passengers on the train.  A few days later, Yehoshua’s unit 
was ordered to return to the brick factory.  There, accompanied by the 
gendarmerie, they were told to organize the possessions that had been left behind 
by the 7,000 Jews who had been housed there prior to being transported by train.  

3:07 Yehoshua saw evidence that there had been an infirmary at the brickyard. That 
indicated to him that the Jews had tried to organize themselves into some kind of 
social system while they were there.  

3:10 At the time, Yehoshua was unaware that the brickyard had served as a centralized 
gathering and transport point for the Jews that were being expelled from the 
surrounding areas.  He was also unaware of the destination of the transports.  

3:12 At around that time, Yehoshua’s unit was told that they were going to the front.  
He knew that would mean trouble because at the front there was no accountability, 
and his unit would be subject to the whims of the commander.  He wrote a letter to 
his wife and told her that wherever he ended up he would look for her and find 
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her.  He knew that there was a ghetto in Ujpest, which meant that the Jews would 
soon be deported.   

3:16 His unit initially went to Budapest where he met a friend who knew his brother.  
The friend wanted Yehoshua to switch into his unit.  He also told Yehoshua that 
his brother had managed to escape from the labor battalion.  Yehoshua later 
learned that his brother had been killed. Yehoshua was reluctant to change units 
because his original unit would be blamed for allowing someone to escape.  

3:19 At this time the front was in Galicia, near a town called Dilyatyn, Ukraine.  
Yehoshua’s unit was required to walk there because Jews were not allowed to use 
transportation.  They had to carry whatever they were able to manage.  He hoped 
that from there he could escape, because in Hungary there was no place to go.  

3:27 His unit stayed in a town on the front called Svetlaya for approximately one month 
where they worked on fortifications.  

3:28 One night Yehoshua’s unit encountered a group of tired, dirty Hungarian soldiers 
who were retreating. The soldiers said that the Russians were advancing.  Bombs 
began to fall around them.  They were told to return to their base where they 
learned that the base commander had disappeared. They were then told to go to 
Nadvirna, in the Ukraine.   

3:30 As the unit was marching, they learned that the way had been blocked. While the 
men sat in the valley a bomb exploded near Yehoshua and he was wounded.  
There was shrapnel in his knee and a cut along his throat.   

3:34 Yehoshua’s unit commander was worried that when the Russians arrived, he 
himself would be viewed as the enemy, while the men in the labor battalion would 
be let go.  They were captured by Uzbek soldiers. The soldiers initially wanted to 
kill all of the men in the unit, but one of the soldiers intervened and said that he 
too had been part of a labor battalion from which he had managed to escape. He 
persuaded his fellow soldiers not to kill Yehoshua’s unit.   

4:02 After the encounter with the Uzbek soldiers, Yehoshua and two other men from 
his unit decided that it was an opportune moment to escape.  They began to walk 
towards the front line, towards the Russian liberating army.  They encountered a 
group of Russian soldiers but they were released.  They also encountered a 
Hungarian convoy and spent a night with them.  The following morning they 
began to walk to Kolomyya, where they had heard that prisoners of war were 
being treated. Yehoshua was told by a Russian who spoke Hungarian that even 
though they were Jews, they would be treated as prisoners of war.   

4:08 In Kolomyya, the wounded were asked to identify themselves.  Yehoshua was 
unable to walk and was sent to the infirmary.  From the infirmary he was sent by 
train to a field hospital in Volsk (Russia), a port city on the Volga River.  During 
the train ride he lost his backpack which included all of his personal belongings, 
including pictures.  

4:12 The journey to Volsk took twelve days.  Along the way, many of the wounded 
died from their wounds.   
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4:18 Yehoshua remained at Volsk until he recovered.  He had a good job in the kitchen.  
After he recovered he was sent back to a prisoner of war camp where there were 
Germans, Italians and others who had been captured by the Russians in Stalingrad.  
There were twelve Jews who had been there since 1943.  The Jews told Yehoshua 
horrific stories of what they had experienced during the battle of Moscow and in 
the Russian countryside while they wandered from village to village.  There were 
some things that they were not prepared to recount. They told him that Hungarians 
had burned down a hospital.  

4:22 Yehoshua was not sure what would happen to him in the prisoner of war camp but 
he knew that he would not be killed. 

4:25 When the war ended in May 1945, Yehoshua was told that he must work to 
rebuild the Soviet Union.  He began to wonder if he would ever be able to leave 
Russia.   

4:29 After some time, Yehoshua felt that the Russian attitude towards the Jews was 
changing.  The Jews were increasingly looked upon as the being on the side of the 
West, and the West by that time was considered to be anti-Soviet and therefore the 
enemy.  

4:30 The Jews were taken to Saratov and from there to Donets and ultimately to 
Stalingrad.  

5:01 When Yehoshua was a prisoner of war, the German prisoners of war behaved 
decently towards the Jewish prisoners.  

5:03 Yehoshua was hopeless.  While the Jews knew that they were not physically under 
threat, they had no idea what their future would be.  They wanted to show that as 
Jews they were not prisoners like the others, but the Russians did not see things 
that way.  They treated all of the prisoners as prisoners of war.  

5:06 At that time Yehoshua concluded that unless Jews were masters of their own fate 
they would not survive, and he became a true believer in Zionism. 

5:08 He developed malaria and for a while could not work. 

5:09 Eventually, the Russians began to release minorities.  Since Jews were considered 
a minority, he was released.   

5:10 He returned to Budapest in 1946 where he was hospitalized for malaria. His 
relatives were able to locate him and visit him.  Through them he learned that all 
of his family had perished, but that his wife was alive and that she was making her 
way to Palestine.  

5:13 He ran away from the hospital and went in search of his wife.  They were reunited 
in Cyprus in 1949.  From 1946 to 1949, Yehoshua worked with Zionist groups.  
He and his wife went to Israel.  She gave birth to three children but died young.  

5:18 He believes that the fact that he wasn’t killed was a matter of providence.  That 
things somehow turned out right was the result of the hand of fate and also a 
matter of luck. 
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