
Orian, Itamar 
RG 50.120*0371 
Two videotapes, in Hebrew 
Recorded March 16, 2000 

Abstract 

Itamar Orian was born in Warsaw in 1936.  He lived with his educated middle-class 
parents.  He experienced the bombing and plundering of Warsaw by German soldiers at the 
beginning of the war.  His father was in the Polish army and was taken prisoner.  Itamar lived in 
the ghetto and his mother locked him in his room when she went out.  He recalls seeing dead 
bodies on the street, Germans on trucks shooting people in the street, and Germans taking people 
away on trucks.  He went to live with his grandfather for a time, and in 1942 his mother worked 
in a shop during the day, while he hid in a bunker.  In 1942, his father escaped, so Itamar and his 
mother escaped the ghetto and met up with the father in Warsaw.  They all obtained false IDs and 
lived in a small apartment.  When the Germans required all the men to work, the family hid in a 
small town nearby until they were liberated by the Russians.  Itamar’s uncle was instrumental in 
obtaining a position for Itamar’s father in Wroclaw, but his father died in 1949.  In 1952 his uncle 
helped Itamar and his mother return to Warsaw.  Itamar studied engineering in Warsaw.  In 1956, 
he and his mother emigrated to Israel.  He had a Christian friend who saved many Jews.  He 
believes that the anti-Semitism in Poland is caused by the Church. 

Tape 1 

1:00 Itamar Orian was born in Warsaw in 1936.  His father, Yacob Triebel, was a 
cardiologist with a private practice.  He received his degree in France, because of 
the numerous prohibitions against Jews in Poland. They lived an upper middle-
class life with a summer house in one of the villages.  His mother also had a 
university degree.  Itamar was an only child. 

1:21 He describes the beginning of the war, the bombing of Warsaw, and plundering by 
German soldiers.  His father, who was in the Polish Army, was taken prisoner. 

1:27 Itamar describes the ghetto, and the street where they lived.  He was three and a 
half years old at the time, and his mother locked him in their room when she had 
to go out.  He was scared and once broke the glass door to get out. 

1:31 He describes the busy streets of the ghetto.  He saw dead bodies on the street, but 
accepted it as part of normal life.  He went to pre kindergarten.  Later he went to 
live with his grandfather Triebel.  He describes his life with his grandfather. 

2:00 Itamar and his grandfather were in touch with uncles and cousins in the ghetto.  
Itamar describes pre kindergarten.  Itamar describes Germans on trucks shooting 
at people in the streets as a game. 

2:10 He describes night curfews and seeing a child being killed while walking outside. 

2:14 In 1942, the Aktions began.  Itamar saw people taken away on trucks.  His mother 
worked in a shop and made a bunker for him to hide in during the day.  He 
accepted it as a part of normal life. 
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2:27 Itamar’s mother took him to the paper shop where she worked.  There was a 
bunker for children in the shop. 

3:00 In the summer of 1942, the second Aktion took place.  Itamar’s mother got a 
phone call from his father in Warsaw.  His father had been jailed by the Germans 
in 1939.  Some Polish officers helped Jewish officers to escape.  He escaped to 
Olyka where he met his brother.  When the ghetto in Olyka was destroyed in 1942, 
his father escaped to the Aryan part of Warsaw. 

3:17 Itamar and his mother escaped from the ghetto and met his father.  He describes 
the escape. 

3:26 Itamar describes meeting with his father.  They got false IDs and moved to a small 
apartment. 

3:33 He describes his relationship with his father. 

4:00 Itamar describes their different disguises and identities.  They used their valuables 
to bribe people who threatened them.  Mr. Cholovitsky, who was a member of the 
underground was also the co-owner of a factory with his uncle, and he provided 
them with false papers under the name “Tracheck.”  He also arranged for them to 
rent a room from Mrs. Grapska, where they lived until the end of the war 

4:10 In 1944, when the Russian army advanced, the Germans took all men out to work.  
Itamar’s family escaped to a nearby village, where they stayed hidden for seven 
weeks. 

4:22 The Russians were bombing Warsaw and the surrounding area.  Itamar’s family 
walked out and were liberated by the Russians. 

5:00 Itamar went to school.  It was a bad experience for him because he was short and 
Jewish.  He describes the school and the teacher who humiliated him in front of 
the class. 

5:20 Itamar’s uncle got his father a job in Wroclaw at the University Clinic but he 
became very ill, and died in May 1949.  His mother hid their Jewishness and 
found work, but was fired later. 

5:29 His uncle took them back to Warsaw in 1952.  He matriculated from high school 
and applied to the Aeronautical Engineering department at the University of 
Wroclaw but was rejected because he was a Jew. 

6:00 Itamar adds details about their stay at the Grapska apartment. 

6:17 He talks about his relationship with his father who told him bedtime stories that 
stayed with him throughout his life. 

6:28 Itamar talks about the difference between the two groups:  those who had stayed in 
Poland and survived, and those who returned from Russia. 
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7:00 After his father died in 1949, Itamar returned to Warsaw to stay with his uncle.  
He studied engineering at the university and made two good friends who were 
shocked when they learned that he was Jewish. 

7:16 He tells about one of his friends, Lachek, whose family had saved many Jews and 
who never let it be known.  Itamar thinks that anti-Semitism in Poland originated 
from the Church. 

7:28 In 1956, Jews were allowed to leave Poland to go to Israel.  Itamar and his mother 
left and went to Israel. 
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