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Abstract 
 

Moshe Givone was born in 1925 in Borsa Maramures, a Jewish shtetl in the Karpathian region of 
Romania/ Transylvania.  He was the ninth of ten children in a very orthodox family, which 
supported themselves by trading, storekeeping, and farming.  
  
In October 1940, the Hungarians entered Borsa Maramures and expelled the Romanians.  The 
Hungarians were more anti-Semitic than the Romanians, and took the Jews’ money and 
belongings.  For almost four years, there were beatings and forced labor. Moshe stopped 
attending school and began hiding at home. 
 
In March 1944, the Germans came.  All Jews were ordered into the synagogue, crowded together 
for several days, then marched to the ghetto of another town.  They were shaved, marched to 
cattle cars for the extremely difficult days-long journey to Auschwitz.    
 
Moshe describes walking through the gates of Auschwitz, and the selection, when his sisters, 
parents, and grandmother were sent to one side. He never saw them again. He and other young 
men were sent to the other side. (Some of Moshe’s older siblings had emigrated to Palestine long 
before the war.) 
   
Moshe observed severe beatings and frequent killings. He and about 150 other young men were 
sent to labor camps including Sosnowitz, Lagisha, and Yavorshno.  Many died, but some 
escaped. Jewish capos were especially cruel. He was badly injured by a falling coal mine cart.  
He was treated in a hospital, which was bombed in early 1945.   
  
He was liberated by a Russian soldier. He emigrated to Palestine, where life was difficult for five 
years, until he joined the Israeli army. One of his older brothers, who had been imprisoned in 
Russia, also emigrated to Palestine, but was killed in the War of Independence.  Moshe was 
conflicted about telling even his wife about his experiences, and feels that no one is interested. 
He remains bitter against the Germans. He lives in Israel and wishes for no more wars. 
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Tape 1 

 
1:00 Moshe Givone was born in 1925 in Borsa Maramures, a small almost entirely 

Jewish shtetl in the Karpathian region of Romania/Transylvania.  He was the 
ninth of ten children in a very orthodox family.  They had a large extended family 
in the neighborhood.  They were not rich, but they were traders, storekeepers, and 
had cows, poultry, and a vegetable garden.  Moshe studied in cheder and spoke 
Yiddish.  Later, he studied for four years in a general school.  The synagogue was 
the center of social and cultural life in the shtetl.  Some of Moshe’s older siblings 
emigrated to Palestine in the early 1930s.   

 
 There were many such small Jewish towns in the region.  Moshe’s family’s 

limited communication and travel left them relatively protected from the 
surrounding anti-Semitic Romanians.   

 
1:34 In October 1940, the Hungarians came and expelled the Romanians.  The 

Hungarians were more anti-Semitic than the Romanians.  Their police took the 
Jews’ money and belongings.  There were beatings and forced labor.  Moshe 
stopped going to school and began hiding at home. 

 
2:00 In March of 1944, the Germans entered the town.  Moshe describes the Germans 

initially as “tourists”, who took nothing.  Jews did know about the war, but they 
did not know about the extermination camps.  All of the Jews were gathered in the 
synagogue, without their belongings, crowded together for several days, then 
marched to the ghetto of another town. There they were shaved, marched to a 
train, and crowded into cattle cars.  Moshe describes terrible days crowding, 
waiting, and then days of extremely difficult travel. 

 
2:31 Moshe describes the selection at Auschwitz, where his sisters, parents and 

grandmother were taken to one side and he never saw them again.  Moshe was 
placed with a group of young men.  They went through showers, were shaved, 
and were given prisoner clothes.  He describes the morning appels, and learning 
about the crematorium.  He describes the various kinds of prisoners, Jews and 
non-Jews from different countries. 

 
3:17  Moshe describes walking through the gates of Auschwitz.  The food was 

distributed – one plate for six people.  He describes the beatings and the appel.  At 
midnight, numbers were imprinted on each prisoner’s arm. 

 
Tape 2 

 
4:00 Moshe initially lived in Block 16-A, in a three-story building.  In March or April 

of 1944, at the appel, he and about 150 other men who were fit for work were 
selected, and they were taken by trucks to various labor camps in the area, 
including Sosnowitz, Lagisha, and Yavorshno.  They were in each camp for a 
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month or more, doing different kinds of work.  Many of the men never returned.  
Moshe describes the work: digging outside and in coal mines, mixing concrete.  
There were terrible beatings and frequent killing of inmates, but some were able 
to escape.  The Jewish capos and others were arbitrary and cruel.  Many people 
died or were killed.  The winter was extremely cold. 

 
5:00 Moshe describes being badly wounded by a falling coal mine cart.  He couldn’t 

stand or walk, even under repeated threats. He was hospitalized and in a cast until 
January 1945. 

 
5:11 Moshe describes the bombing of the hospital and kitchen.  The Germans escaped.  

The Russians mostly turned south instead of north to fight Germans.  Still, he was 
liberated by a Russian soldier.  He describes his first actions following liberation. 

 
5:20 Moshe emigrated to Palestine via Cyprus.  His first five years in Israel were very 

difficult, both socially and financially.  His life improved greatly when he joined 
the Israel Defense Army, which had good food and living conditions.  One of his 
older brothers, who had been imprisoned in Russia, also emigrated to Palestine, 
but was killed in the War of Independence.  Moshe got tuberculosis while in the 
army, although he had contracted the disease before he joined the army.  Moshe 
describes how conflicted he was about telling his wife about his experiences.  He 
feels that nobody is interested in what happened to him, and he blames the 
Germans to this day.  He feels too old and sick now, but wishes for peace and no 
more wars.                                         
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