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Abstract  
 
Moshe Greenberg was born in 1928 in Konskie, in Kielce, Poland. He and five brothers, his 
parents, and grandparents lived in a beautiful home on many acres. His family was Hasidic but 
not Zionist. Eventually, Moshe abandoned religion.  
 
The family sensed anti-Semitism. German refugees arrived in Konskie in 1939, before the war 
began. After the war began, young Jews were sent to work in a labor camp near Hrubieszow but 
the father intervened, and the six sons did not go. A Judenrat was established in Konskie in 1939.  
 
In 1940, attacks on Jews began; the synagogue was burned on Yom Kippur; the Konskie 
ghetto and Jewish police force were established. Deportations from Konskie started in 
November 1942. Moshe's family hid in an attic, but they were discovered by the Germans, 
taken to prison, and the men were sent to forced labor at Skarzysko Kamienna. Later, Moshe 
learned that his mother and younger brother had died of typhus. 
 
Moshe also contracted typhus, and was taken to a hospital where patients were to be killed. 
But his father paid a bribe, and Moshe was one of eight patients saved; 190 were killed.   
 
As the Russians approached the work camp, inmates were taken to Buchenwald. Moshe's father 
remained in Buchenwald, but the brothers were taken to Schlieben to work in an ammunition 
factory. When it was bombed in November 1944, Moshe was injured and trapped by debris, but 
was finally extricated. He escaped but was recaptured, and taken to a hospital in Buchenwald. He 
was sent later to Dora Camp, where he became ill and stopped working. He was deported to 
Bergen-Belsen, where he was liberated on April 15, 1945.    
 
Moshe was one of 7,000 formerly ill survivors who were given visas and transportation to 
Sweden. He lived in a boarding school and worked on a farm, and later in a textile factory. In 
1947, he departed on a ship bound for Palestine, but the British intercepted it, and took the 
refugees to a camp on Cyprus. He says that after a soccer match between refugees and British 
soldiers, a soldier protested the results and killed seven refugees.  
 
Eventually, they were allowed to go to Palestine, where he lived in Kibbutz Nachsholim. He 
gives his opinion of how the Israelis treated survivors.  
 
Moshe indicts President Roosevelt and Pope Pius XII for doing nothing to save the Jews. He also 
condemns the Jewish community in the free world for not protesting. He tells his children and 
grandchildren about the Holocaust. 
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Tape I 
 
1:00  Moshe Greenberg was born in 1928 in the village of Konskie, district of Kielce, 

Poland, about 100 km south of Lodz. Six boys, the parents, and grandparents 
lived together in a religious home. The house was surrounded by many acres of 
fruit trees and other vegetation. Such living conditions were rare in the village.  

 
2:56 Moshe's education was religious. He went to a "reformed" cheder, part of the 

Agudath lsrael network of Horeb schools. He studied secular and religious topics 
there from 8:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M.  

 
03:03  The children and grandparents spent summers with the Christian housekeeper at 

a summer retreat called Czarniecka G6ra, 10 kms from their home. The parents 
came on weekends.  

 
04:43  The children’s names and birth years: Shimon in1920, Shabtai in 1922, Baruch 

in 1924, Shimel in 1926, Moshe in January 1928, and David in December 1929.  
 
05:19   The parents owned a large, exclusive textile store, where they worked every day.  
 
07:12  Moshe describes Jewish holidays at their home. His father belonged to the 

Hasidic sect of Skierniewice. They prayed in a shtiebel. They hosted poor people 
on Shabbat. They had a "shabbos goy", and they studied on Shabbat.  

 
10:38   They spoke Yiddish at home, and they learned Polish in school.  
 
11:17   Their connection with non-Jews was only for commerce, not for socializing.  
 
12:03   Moshe recalls his friends visiting his house.  
 
17:26  Moshe's mother knew more foreign languages than his father did.  They felt anti-

Semitism, especially from the lower classes.  
 

There were no Zionist organizations in the town. The families were very 
religious. Moshe's brother Shabtai was the only one interested in Eretz Yisrael.  
 
Moshe decided to steep himself in Hasidism even more deeply, and for a year he 
joined the Gerer Hasidim. The experience left him unfulfilled, and he eventually 
abandoned religion altogether.  

 
Moshe's father hired an unemployed teacher from the Lodz ghetto to give the 
children Hebrew lessons. Moshe also studied the language later in Cyprus so he 
was fluent in Hebrew when he arrived in Eretz Yisrael.  

 
29:59   German refugees arrived in 1939, before the beginning of the war.  
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30:00  Moshe describes the winds of war. People were aware that something was going 
to happen, but they did not know the extent of it.  

 
2:00:00  Just before the war broke out, Moshe and his family were at their summer place.  
 
02:59   They returned home two days before the war. They talked about war.  
 
06:27   They had walked home from the village.  
 
0:700  Moshe describes the first week of the war.  
 
20:49 His father was detained with a broken leg. But a couple of German pilots 

intervened, and he was freed.  
 
25:00  In 1939 and 1940, all young Jews had to go to a work camp near Hrubieszow. 

First, they had to undergo a physical examination. Moshe's father managed to 
talk to the doctor in charge, a customer of his, and none of his children were 
taken to work. Those who didn't die in the work camp came home sick after six 
months.  

 
In 1940, the Joint still provided matzo for Passover. Moshe's family didn't need 
help because their store was still open.  

 
28:00 Moshe's mother was not home when the war broke out. She had gone to Lodz 

for medical care, and returned from there in 1940.  
 
29:24 She told the family about Lodz. Moshe’s uncle's family moved from Lodz to 

Konskie and lived with Moshe's family.  
 
31:00  In 1939, the Judenrat was established.   
 
32:36 Moshe describes the murder of Israel Rudolf Kastner in Israel, and shares his 

opinion of the man and his defense of the Judenrat in Konskie.  
 
3:00:00 Moshe tells more about the Judenrat in Konskie. There were 12 members. 

Yosef Rosen was the chairman, and Moshe's uncle was a member.  
 

02:41 In 1940, attacks on Jews began. It was a lawless mess. The synagogue was 
burned on Yom Kippur.  

 
09:02 Since there was no school, Moshe's aunt tutored him in several subjects.  
 
09:32 In 1941, a decision was made to liquidate the area of the Jewish stores to build a 

road.  
 
11:37 Moshe describes the anti-Jewish laws.  
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13:05 In 1940, the Konskie Ghetto was established. Moshe's house was within the 

ghetto. The Jewish police force was established. Moshe describes the conditions 
in his house and other homes.  

 
25:09  In the spring of 1942, they saw long caravans of the German army going east.  
 
26:02  Moshe's Bar Mitzvah was in 1941.  
 
27:05  Misery, hunger and poverty increased in 1941.  
 
28:23  Moshe was forced to work in irrigation ditches.  
 
29:49  There were signs that partisans were in the area where Moshe worked.  
 
31:00  Moshe describes more about the Jewish police.  
 
32:20 The war between Russia and Germany broke out. Moshe saw the conquering 

German army on a film screen.  
 
4:00:00  The situation became more dire after June 1942. Moshe's family continued its 

business from their house.  
 
09:29   At the end of 1941, they heard rumors of Jews being killed.  
 
18:00  Moshe criticizes President Roosevelt and Pope Pius XII for not trying to save the 

Jews. Moshe also condemns the Jewish community in the free world for not 
protesting.  

 
24:40  At the end of 1942, there were rumors of transports to unknown places. Until the 

middle of 1943, they heard rumors that complete villages were emptied of Jews.  
 
28:00   Moshe describes the difficult decisions that the Judenrat had to make.  
 
29:33   He describes going to work every day.  
 
34:29   In November 1942, the Jews in his town were among the last to remain.   
 
5:00:00  The Jews who had more means went to a nearby forest, where they settled to 

work in forestry. Some people were left behind in the ghetto.  
 
04:26  Deportation began on November 3, 1942. The family decided to hide in a double 

ceiling of the attic.  
 
10:29  They were discovered by the Germans after two weeks, taken to prison, and sent 

to forced labor. 
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16:05  All men over age 14 were sent to the work camp in Skarzysko Kamienna, to an 

ammunition factory. Moshe's brothers Shimon and Shabtai went together on a 
train.  

 
18:57   Moshe's transport was the last one from Konskie. 
  
27:11  They received word that their mother and younger brother David died. Their 

mother died of typhus.  
 
27:49  Moshe and his brothers also contracted typhus. Moshe was taken to a hospital 

where they took all patients to be killed. But his father paid a bribe and Moshe 
was saved. Only eight out of 190 people were saved.  

 
Tape 2 

 
6:00:00  Jews arrived at the work camp from Krakow, from the Warsaw Ghetto, and also 

from Holland. Moshe describes the working and living conditions in the 
Skarzysko Kamienna camp, and the social interactions with the jailers.  

 
33:53  In midsummer of 1944, conditions improved. The Russian front was already at 

the Vistula River. In August, the Polish uprising happened in Warsaw. There 
were rumors that the Partisans broke through.  

 
7:00:00  In 1943 and 1944 there were no more clothes for the inmates, but a shipment 

arrived from Majdanek or Treblinka. Moshe's brother Baruch received an old 
jacket. In one of the pockets there was a gold broach encrusted with tiny 
diamonds. The owner's family must have kept it for the hour of need, and so 
Moshe's family kept it.  

 
12:00   They heard rumors of the attempt to murder Hitler.  
 
12:34  Moshe describes more about the camp in Skarzysko Kamienna. Moshe worked 

in Section A. He describes the misery in Section C, and the deaths there.  
 
14:46  In July, they began to dismantle the work camp due to the approaching Russian 

front.  
 
15:29  The inmates were evacuated to some place in Germany. There were executions 

during the selections, including children nine to 14 years old, and people over 
age 50.  

 
19:00   Moshe describes the selections.  
 
22:00   Albert was a good camp commander.  
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24:04   If you hid valuables, you were punished.  
 
33:00   Moshe offers tribute to the Poles who hid Jews.  
 
8:00:00  Attempts at escaping from the camp did not succeed, mainly because the Poles 

informed on the Jews.  
 
03:15   Moshe describes the work of the Jewish police in the camp.  
 
07:13   He describes the daily schedule in Skarzysko Kamienna.  
 
16:36   He describes the sexual relations of Jews with non-Jews in the barracks.  
 
18:24   There were rumors and preparations for the evacuation of the camp.  
 
19:09  On evacuation day, they rode a train to Czestochowa, where there was another 

ammunition factory.  He describes the sleeping conditions there.  
 
22:06   After a few days, they were taken to Buchenwald.  
 
22:57   Moshe describes arrival and processing at Buchenwald.  
 
26:00  The communists "ran the show" in Moshe's temporary tent. The first order of 

business was to put on trial all the Jewish police. They were easy to identify 
because they were still wearing their special hats in hopes of obtaining more 
privileges. The Germans did not get involved. Witnesses were called to testify 
for or against the police. About 15 or 20 men were accused of collaboration and 
were executed. The report given by the Jews to the German in charge of the 
appell (the roll call) stated that there was a fight in the tent and a few men were 
killed. There were no repercussions.  

 
32:24  Moshe’s father stayed in Buchenwald, but the three brothers left on a train.  
 
32:50 They arrived at the Schlieben factory, where bazookas were manufactured. This 

was a branch of the ammunition factory in Skarzysko Kamienna. The barracks 
were not finished yet. There was a women's camp.  

 
34:41  Moshe describes his job, and the Kapos.  
 
9:00:00  He describes the Germans who were in charge of the work crews.  
 
03:05  Moshe was given an easy job of putting stickers on parts.  
 
05:04   In October 1944, hunger prevailed.  
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10:40  In November 1944, a bomb fell on the plant. Moshe was hit on the head and was 
trapped in the debris. They were ordered to evacuate. Moshe's brother tried to 
free Moshe but could not. The attacks continued.  

 
14:00  The next explosion caused the debris on Moshe to shift, and he was extricated 

from the rubble. A huge fire engulfed the factory, and Moshe fell in the direction 
where there was no fire. He escaped and was rescued by a German ambulance. 
He was treated and returned to the camp, and later to the Buchenwald hospital. 
Moshe's brothers wrapped their heads with bandages so they would look 
wounded, and they managed to go with Moshe to Buchenwald, to visit their 
father who had remained at that camp.   

 
28:13   The hospital personnel were all prisoners.  
 
31:49  Moshe was sent to a special barracks to recover.  
 
35:00  In January 1945, there was a meeting with sick prisoners.  
 
10:00:00  Buchenwald had a movie theater, a bordello, and more.  
 
06:04 Moshe arrived in Camp Dora. He was given a temporary job as a messenger. 

Later he got a regular job working outside, which was difficult, and he was very 
hungry.  

 
16:36   He witnessed a public hanging.  
 
18:00  Moshe decided to stop his work, digging the frozen dirt. He was weak, and was 

taken to the sick block.  
 
18:15 He and all the other sick people were taken to Bergen-Belsen. He describes his 

arrival there.  
 
21:07   It was the beginning of April, and there were many rumors.  
 
23:41  Moshe heard cannon fire.  
 
25:08   He witnessed a mass burial in an open pit.  
 
27:07  Moshe was standing by the fence and saw unfamiliar tanks. They broke through 

the gates, and announced that they were British liberators.  
 
29:15  Hunger and thirst prevailed. It was April 15, 1945, liberation day. Moshe 

describes the liberators' impressions of the camp.  
 
11:00:00  Moshe tells of his brother-in-law, who fled to Denmark from Lithuania and was 

rescued with 7,000 other Jews, and taken in fishing boats to Sweden.  
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10:00   The British took care of the prisoners and the dead.  
 
24:00  Germans from the area were brought to the camp to see what their people had 

done, and to help with the cleanup. The sick people were processed. Moshe was 
taken to a hospital established in a former officer's house.  

 
28:12   Moshe describes his feelings after liberation.  
 
29:39   He describes the burning of Bergen-Belsen by the Allies.  
 
30:25   Moshe and others visited the city of Bergen.  
 
32:51  There was an offer to provide 20,000 visas for emigration to Sweden. Moshe 

discusses Swedish collaboration with the Germans during the war.  
 
12:00:00  Only people who had been sick were eligible for the emigration offer. They were 

to embark for Sweden through the large German port in Lubeck.  
 
01:00   Moshe describes his considerations in favor of going to Sweden.  
 
06:16  He describes the transit camp in Lubeck.  
 
07:05 The chief military rabbi of England accompanied the survivors on the long train 

ride from Bergen-Belsen to Lubeck.  
 
07:28  They boarded a ship. Most of passengers were on stretchers and had IVs.  
 
08:20 After a night passage, they arrived in Malmo. They were processed at the port, 

and quarantined for two weeks. Moshe was sent to a museum that was closed for 
the quarantine.  

 
14:37  He was given fish oil daily as he entered the dining room.  
 
14:52 After the two-week quarantine, they were sent to a health camp seven kilometers 

from Stockholm, and they visited the city.  
 
16:09 They stayed for two or three months at the camp, where they received food and 

medical care. Summer colonies were nearby.  
 
18:01 Moshe received dental care in Stockholm. The Jewish community in the area 

helped the survivors.  
 
20:32 In September and October 1945, they were registering young people in boarding 

schools in north central Sweden. About 100 young people went to these schools.  
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24:26 The course of study included general and Jewish studies. Moshe describes the 
teachers and the food. He milked cows. The school was named Mikelse (?).  

 
30:00  Moshe recalls the honesty of the Swedes.  
 
30:53  He describes the school grounds.  
 
31:33  He says the students felt hopeful... 
 
32:33 There were lists of survivors. Moshe checked for his father and brothers. He 

learned that one brother was in Switzerland.  
 

Tape 3 (?) 
 
13:00:00 At the end of the school year in May 1946, envoys from Eretz Yisrael began 

arriving to convince the young people to emigrate there.  
 
03:14 During the long summer break, the students worked in sugar beet fields in 

Christianstadt in southern Sweden. Moshe describes the living conditions in 
Christianstadt. There were 50 students, and they worked there for three or four 
weeks.  

 
05:57 The students bought bicycles from the Swedish army, so that they had 

transportation on weekends.  
 
07:10 They moved to Boras to work in textile factories. They worked there from July 

1946 to January 1947. The youngsters formed a cooperative for food and money. 
Moshe describes the managers of the group, and incidents of illegal immigration.  

 
10:06 A group was formed to go to Eretz Yisrael. Moshe's friends Miriam and Chanan 

Akavia had been in a group with Moshe, but they had already left for Eretz 
Yisrael.  

 
11:00  Other similar groups were organized as cooperatives.  
 
14:28  Moshe describes his father's experiences after the war.  
 
18:00 Moshe struggled with whether to stay in Europe with his family, or go to Eretz 

Yisrael to be with his group. He decided to go to Eretz Yisrael.  
 
18:54 He arrived in Trelleborg, the southernmost Swedish port. Loba Eliav was in 

charge. The ship was equipped with shelf-like beds that reminded everyone of 
the concentration camp barracks. The press was there in full force.  
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21:00 Moshe discusses the rationale for allowing this first ship to depart from Sweden 
to Palestine (although the declared arrival point was Honduras). He describes the 
particulars of the trip, which began on January 28 or 29, 1947.  

 
23:56 The ship arrived in the Le Havre. There were negotiations between England and 

France on whether to allow the ship to continue its journey.  
 
25:00  The ship passed through the Bay of Biscay, and the weather conditions were 

difficult. He describes Loba Eliav’s leadership. 
 
28:22 They passed through Gibraltar. They stopped at a port in North Africa, to load 

provisions.  
 
30:53  An additional 750 refugees had boarded the ship in Italy.  
 
31:58 The British knew the whereabouts of the ship. The refugees organized 

themselves for self-defense. They evacuated the decks when they saw British 
destroyers approaching the ship. The Israeli flag was hoisted, and the refugees 
sang “Hatikva”. They could see Haifa from the ship.  

 
Tape 4 (?) 

 
14:00:00 Moshe describes the communications between the ship and the British.  
 
03:27 The refugees counter-attacked. The ship hit the sands of Bat Galim, near Tel 

Aviv. The British managed to subdue the refugee ship.  
 
07:19 The British loaded all the refugees onto two war ships. The Jews sued the British 

for having illegally boarded the ship in international waters. The lawsuit lasted 
two and a half days.  

 
09:47  Moshe describes the different kinds of British soldiers.  
 
10:06 They arrived in Cyprus in March of 1947, around Purim. Moshe describes the 

conditions in the refugee camp, and the cultural and educational life.  
 
17:12 The refugees and the British soldiers played a soccer game. A British soldier 

protested the results and killed seven refugees.  
 
19:00 A Hebrew newspaper was published in the camp. Para-military training was 

presented as sports to the British soldiers.  
 
22:25 Between March and April, refugee groups began leaving Cyprus for Eretz 

Yisrael.  
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24:17 They arrived in Tel Aviv, and went to Kibbutz Givat Hayun. After 11 months, 
the group settled in Kibbutz Nachsholim.  

 
26:47  Moshe describes life in the Givat-Hayun, in praise of kibbutz.  
 
28:30  Moshe had a partial enrollment in the army.  
 
28:49  He describes the Declaration of Independence speeches. 
  
30:00  He describes life in Kibbutz Nachsholim  
 
31:00  Moshe married in 1949 at the kibbutz.  
 
34:00  Moshe provides perspective on his life during the war years.  
 
15:00:00 Moshe discusses his father's life after the Shoah.  
 
04:47   Moshe recalls having nightmares.  
 
05:43 He accuses Pope Pius XII and President Roosevelt and the Jewish leadership in 

the United States and England.  
 
10:45 There was a subconscious influence on Moshe's life in Israel.  
 
13:00 Moshe shares his experiences during the Shoah with his children and 

grandchildren.  
 
17:00 Moshe made an official visit to Sweden in 1978. It was organized by Miriam and 

Chanan Akavia. (Miriam Akavia, Polish survivor/Israeli writer.) 
 
19:00  Moshe expresses his opinion about how the Israeli people received the survivors.  
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