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Interview Summary 
 
Aba Gefen was born in 1920, in Lithuania, in a small village named Simna 
(Simnas in Lithuanian). His father Meir Weinshteyn was originally from Kaunas 
and was known by the nickname “Max.” He owned a fabric store, and Aba’s 
mother was a housewife. His father’s clients were non-Jews from surrounding little 
villages, and he was well-liked and respected. Aba had three younger brothers: 
Binyamin, Yosef and Yehuda. 

The community was mostly Jewish. The family called themselves traditional Jews 
and Zionist; kashrut was observed at home, and Aba’s mother always lit candles on 
Shabbat. They went to synagogue on the Jewish holidays, and sometimes on 
Saturday. The children went to the local elementary Jewish school. Aba’s father 
was very involved in his children’s education and was, for a while, the chairman of 
the Parents Committee. Later, Aba studied in the Jewish gymnasium in 
Mariampolė. Afterwards, his parents sent him to Kaunas, to the University where 
he studied for a year until the Soviets arrived.    

The language at home was Yiddish, however father spoke Russian too, and 
mother’s Lithuanian was strong. The children learned Hebrew at school where the 
Lithuanian language was also part of the curriculum. 

Aba was a member of a Zionist youth organization, Betar, and very involved in its 
activities. He did not experience anti-Semitic incidents before the war. Lithuania 
was known as “Little America”, in stark contrast to what they heard was happening 
in Poland. 

As a university student in Kaunas, Aba helped refugees who arrived there in great 
numbers. The NKVD tried to write a report on his activities, until the head of the 
group who had known his father, tore up the report, and warned Aba to desist from 
his activities. 
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Aba describes many life changes under Soviet rule, particularly when deportations 
to Siberia began. After a few months, when the Germans invaded, the Jews were 
the first sent to their death by the Lithuanians. Aba was taken prisoner by the 
Lithuanians a day after the Germans invaded. Jews were first sent to the main 
square, escorted by the Lithuanian “Shaulists” or “shooters” (a paramilitary 
organization officially known as the Union of Lithuanian Riflemen or Lietuvos 
Šaulių Sąjunga). In total there were 7,000 Jews. From there, they were marched to 
the 7th Fort, to be killed. Aba was one of seven Jews who were spared. The story 
behind his escape: The one in charge of the escort was a Lithuanian captain, who 
had been in charge of the air force in Lithuania. The room that Aba had rented was 
owned by a Lithuanian Jew, Adolf Blumenthal, who had been a coronel in the 
Independent Lithuanian Army. When Blumenthal was recognized by the officer in 
charge of the deportation, he was sent home with his wife and child. The wife 
requested that Aba go with them, as they viewed him a son. Aba requested that 
another friend be free too. The friend was also known to the Blumenthals, and was 
allowed to join them. His name was Mishale Stranzansky. The news of the murder 
of the 7,000 Jews came to Aba on July 8. After that, a notice was posted offering a 
laissez-passer to all those in Kaunas who wanted to go to back home, and Aba 
received one as well.  

After Aba’s return to Simna, deportations began. The “Shaulists” were in charge of 
them. These started on August 22, 1941. The Germans had recorded everyone’s 
names upon their invasion in June, but since Aba was not there yet, his father 
prevailed upon him not to comply with the order to gather in front of city hall. 
Afterwards, all of the Jews who had gathered were taken away in trucks. There 
were 100 men. His father and second brother were deported and killed in Alytus. 
Many gentiles brought news of the murders to the Jews who were left in Simna. 
Aba’s father was killed on August 28.  A Lithuanian by the (first) name Vytautas, 
who was an eyewitness to the killing as a child, told Aba about it later on.  Before 
the first “action” Jews were sent to daily labor by the Germans and Lithuanians. 
The second “action” took place on September 1, and included young women and 
youth. There were 60 altogether. Aba’s mother prevented him from going by 
pretending he was ill. She paid off one of the “Shaulists,” by the (first) name of 
Vincas, who had worked with her in a flour mill. Aba knew another Lithuanian 
collaborator, Gedraitis, who was the principal of the Lithuanian school where 
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Aba’s brother studied. Gedraitis became an investigator of Jews for the Germans, 
accusing them mainly of being communists (Aba reports that after he was liberated 
and working for the Soviets, he had the great pleasure of imprisoning Gedraitis). 
On September 10, the third “action” took place and all the Jews were told to appear 
in the former barracks of the Red Army, in the ghetto. Aba and a brother fled. 

The Judenrat had been formed in Simna already. Its head was Perechansky, and he 
delivered the notices with accompanying expressions of sorrow if when anyone 
was called for deportation or if something happened to a family member during 
forced labor. He would always begin by saying he brings disturbing news.  

An unexpected encounter with Aba’s former teacher, Tzipora Khasid, convinced 
Aba to hide. She told Aba that Alexandrowitz, the priest, had told her that all the 
Jews of Mariampolė had already been exterminated, and the same will happen to 
them. His mother advised Aba and the third brother, Yosef, to hide at Slavitzky’s, 
a farmer, and wait a few days to see what happens in the ghetto. She added that if 
she went with her youngest son Yudele, 11 years old, her chances of being spared 
would increase. The mother sent Yudele to ask his brothers to go back with him to 
the ghetto. They refused. The priest then asked them to leave because of the 
younger brother’s visit, which would signal to everyone that he was hiding Jews. 
At nightfall, the brothers sought a hiding place with another Lithuanian, 
Bagdonavičius. He was a friend of his father, lived on a farm, and had an important 
position in the new German government. They stayed with him for about a week. 
Two days after Yudele’s visit, on September 12, Aba and his brother heard shots: 
all of Simna’s Jews were being executed in the forest nearby. They found out while 
hiding in Bagdonavičius’ barn, by hearing two women talking about it. One of 
them said: The first to jump into the trenches was Dr. Angenitzky, the Jewish 
doctor of the ghetto. The trenches had been prepared two days prior.  

Aba began to write a journal on September 10th, and wrote in it for 3 years. The 
Lithuanians thought that he was a dangerous person because of this and that at the 
end of the war he would want to extract vengeance from them. Aba found out 
about their comments from the sons of another gentile, Matulevičius, with whom 
he and his brother hid for 9 months. The family was very poor, and they did not 
expect any remuneration for hiding the youths. 
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When the first deportations began, many of Aba’s family’s Lithuanian friends 
offered to take their clothes and other goods for safe-keeping. Aba’s family did 
that and, when the two brothers hid at the Matulevičius’-- who didn’t have much 
clothing -- they were able to give them what they needed. 

According to Aba, the Polish gentiles were friendlier to the Jews than the 
Lithuanian ones. 

Aba became a primary contact when refugees came to Simna from the Kaunas 
ghetto. Stasha Kozlovska brought the Jews from Simna back from the ghetto.  
There were altogether 10 Jews who Aba managed to keep safe and in hiding for 
over a half a year. The names of two of them were Leah Port and Mula Ingel. What 
follows are the names of the people who hid the brothers, despite the incredible 
risk: Pranas Šiupienis and his brother Antanas, Berčiūnas, Zubrova (owner of a 
farm), and Ivanauskienė. 

 These gentiles had known Aba’s father, who would extend them credit. Aba was 
known to them as “Maksiukas,” or the son of Max. Some of the people who gave 
them refuge were visited, at some point, by anti-Semites who would gloat about 
torture inflicted on the Jews. Aba would listen to these stories while in hiding and, 
at the end of the visits; he would collect more information on the Jew-haters. Aba 
registered all the details in his diary. 

Liberation: in 1944, they heard over the radio (and Gentiles told them) that after 
Stalingrad the Germans were about to be vanquished. Farmers talked about it too. 
Many Gentiles saw the opportunity to help the liberating Soviets. Aba and his 
brother decided to go in the direction of the front with Leah and Mula.  Aba’s 
happiness on liberation day was centered mainly on the feeling that this will mark 
the end of anti-Semitism. 

On July 29th, while hiding, they witnessed the last battle between Russian and 
German forces. When it was over, they left their hiding places and met Captain 
Kaplan, a Jewish Russian officer that came in with his troops. The next day, 
Captain Kaplan introduced Aba to the Major in charge of counterespionage and 
asked Aba to work for him. Aba’s brother was engaged as a translator. The 
Russian army was going in the direction of Königsberg. Aba gave the Russians a 
list of 100 Lithuanians who collaborated with the Nazis, thus starting to calm his 
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thirst for revenge. On the first night, 40 of them were found and executed. Aba was 
assigned by the NKVD to the local police force. In that capacity, he organized the 
revenge. He was sent to Alytus and was appointed as principal Investigator of the 
district. He was helped by Jews in the district. They were supposed to bring the 
collaborators to Alytus, among them the “Shaulists” (šauliai) and those who were 
with the Independent Lithuanian army. He investigated about 30 suspects. He 
couldn’t prove that they had assassinated Jews, though. Gedraitis had become 
principal of a school in Jieznas (Yiezne in Yiddish) and Aba recognized him during 
a visit there. Gedraitis tried to flee, but was shot to death before he could be 
interrogated, as was the case in Eišiškės (Eishishok in Yiddish) where many 
collaborators were killed when they tried to flee. Gedraitis’ death was Aba’s 
undoing because the Russians were planning to get information from Gedraitis 
through interrogation. Aba was accused by his superiors of killing Gedraitis 
himself. Aba had to flee on August 1945. 

Aba also participated in a battle between 14 Lithuanian collaborators and the 
NKVD. After the 14 collaborators were killed, they were considered “patriots” and 
martyrs by many Lithuanians, and a memorial was erected to them in Lithuania. 
(In the US publication of the Lithuanian nationalists, Aba Gefen is called a war 
criminal because he collaborated with the NKVD to liquidate the 14 so-called 
patriots).  

The survivors who are still living in several different villages in Lithuania were 
unhappy with Aba’s mission of revenge after the war, and they tried to persuade 
him to desist. Even when already living in Israel, and active as the chairman of the 
Lithuanian Jewish organization, Aba received a telegram asking him not to visit 
Lithuania as his life would be in danger. He was told that the fact he was active in 
pursuing the “patriots” was still remembered. 

Aba offers his opinion of Lithuanians who deny the fact that they murdered Jews. 
They never changed, he says.  He sees the importance of educating teachers in the 
lessons of the Holocaust. He asserts that too few of them visit Yad Vashem and the 
young generation needs to criticize the activities of their ancestors. 
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Aba continues to help those Lithuanians who helped him during the war. He also 
registered many of them as “Righteous Gentiles” at Yad Vashem, including 
Berčiūnas, Ivanauskienė, Matulevičienė and Beinaravičienė. 
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