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The first eighteen minutes are of Zvi and his wife walking on the boardwalk in Tel Aviv.  

Zvi was born in Kozyn, which is between Dubno and Kovno, and is 30 km from Dubno. His family 
had lived in Kozyn, an active Jewish community, for generations; his parents had a small grocery 
store. He was called Hershco; the Germans called him Hermann. He was the only person in his 
family of ten to survive. His sister Rivkale wrote a diary when she hid in the forests during the 
war, which he donated to Yad Vashem. A few years before the German invasion, he moved to 
Dubno where he was a bookkeeper at a bank. He married his wife Rachel in 1937. His son Haim 
was born in 1939; he was four when he was murdered in the 1942 Aktion in the Dubno ghetto. 
On November 10, 1940, his daughter Hannah was born.  

Days after the Russians entered Dubno, there was no bread and many Jews were sent to 
Siberia. He worked in a warehouse that distributed food until the Nazi occupation. When the 
Nazis entered their town, they didn’t know what the Nazi flag was. As soon as the Nazis entered 
Kozyn and Dubno, the suffering was immense. The first Aktion happened on the third day of the 
occupation. The Nazis took approximately 83 Jews, including him, to the prison yard. Everyone 
had to strip. The Jews dug a pit. He fell into the pit right when the order to “Fire” was given so 
he wasn’t shot. He stayed under the dead, naked bodies into the night. This was in Somich (sp), 
Dubno. In August 1941 there were 12,000 Jews in Dubno. The second Aktion was on August 21, 
1941, which involved 900 people. At 5 in the morning, the SS arrived in their vehicles, and took 
people from their homes, until 8 in the evening. The Russian prisoners dug the pits. In 1942, on 
the first day of Passover the ghetto was created; the Jews had to leave their homes and were 
sent to Chernich Street to find a place to live. He arrived with his wife, daughter, son, and his in-
laws Hertzl and Shimon because their families were in Kozyn. The final Aktion was in July 1942. 
At that time there were 4,000 Jews in the ghetto. They were starting to bring all the Jews to 
their joint grave. They hid in their house; his son, though, was found and killed.  

At the end of 1942, Shemalov (sp), a friend, told him that they were digging pits again to be rid 
of all the Jews and that by December 1942 the Dubno ghetto would be liquidated. From his 
work in the Rickerlager (sp) laying cable, he had stolen documents for himself and his family, 
saying they were Russians, so they could escape. He purchased train tickets to Odessa. Their 
escape from Dubno to Odessa took about two weeks. The train went from Shepetivka to 
Zhitomir to Vinnytsia to Rozdil’na, which was the last stop on the way to Odessa. They reached 
Odessa on December 26, 1942. They lived in Odessa as Russians. He needed not speak so that 
they wouldn’t get caught because his accent identified him as Jewish. In Odessa he lived at 
Zauruskyia.  

Toward the end of 1944, he and his family escaped to Romania with a Romanian man who 
helped them. They took a train that soldiers were taking. He and his wife were dressed like 
Russian soldiers, and the Romanian man’s wife pretended that their daughter was hers. The 
journey took 2-3 weeks. They lived in Bessarabia, Romania, for a year and a half (1945-46) after 
the Russians arrived. He worked for the Russians in a unit called: “Death to Spies outside of the 
Russian Territory.” His friend Blum also worked there.  
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They escaped in 1946. This would be his fourth escape. He paid a Romanian neighbor to take 
them to Bucharest. There he went to the Joint’s offices and found out that the Haganah was 
taking Jews to Israel. He wanted to go to Israel because he learned that his brother-in-law, 
Yisrael Kremen, was in Israel. They were on a ship that went from Constanța to the Dardanelles 
in Turkey. They set out on a boat called Smernau (sp), but from Turkey it was either a different 
ship or it was then called Max Nordau. The arrived in Israel on June 15, 1946. The British caught 
them before they could reach Haifa and imprisoned them in Atlit for six months. When they 
finally got out, they moved to the Tel Aviv area where he eventually opened a store.  
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