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Zvi Culski 

The first eighteen minutes are of Zvi and his wife walking along the boardwalk in Tel Aviv.  

He was born in Kozyn which is between Dubno and Kovno. Year born unclear: 1900 something. 
He was called Hershco at that time. He says that Dubno is 30 km from Kozyn. 

His parents had a small grocery store. His family was there for generations. It was an active 
Jewish community. He was a bookkeeper in the local bank.  

A few years before the German invasion, he moved to Dubno where he worked as a 
bookkeeper. He married his wife Rachel in 1937. His son Haim was born in 1939; he was 
murdered in the 1942 Aktion in the Dubno ghetto. On November 10, 1940, his daughter 
Hannah was born. She survived and lives in Israel; she has three children.  

Just days after the Russians entered Dubno, there wasn’t even bread to eat. They sent many 
Jews, without their belongings, to Siberia. He was assigned a job in a warehouse that 
distributed food to restaurants that provided food to workers and officers. This was part of 
their Sovietization. He worked with a Jewish man named Rosenthal. Then he also worked with a 
restaurant in Vilnius (?). He worked in that position until Nazi occupation in June 1942.  

There was panic in April 1941 when the Soviets started to leave, especially for the Ukrainians 
who had been promised their own government by the Soviets so they set about destroying and 
stealing things. By the time he tried to escape, the Germans already blocked the bridge he 
needed to cross. Two people he knew committed suicide. They went back home afraid that 
they would be seen trying to escape, which they figured would make it harder to escape in the 
future. This was in regards to the Jews. By the third day of the occupation the Germans were in 
Dubno. A couple he knew tried to escape, but they were caught and murdered. He says it was 
better to try to escape; you had a better chance to live. 

They didn’t know what the Nazi flag was when they Nazis first entered their town. Some Jews 
were murdered immediately. They didn’t know what was coming. This is when they understood 
that a catastrophe was about to happen.  

As soon as the Nazis entered Kozyn and Dubno the suffering was immense. The Nazis 
immediately demanded that people work for them. Jews couldn’t walk on the sidewalks, only in 
the road. Before the destruction of the community, the Nazis created ghettos. Life in them was 
terrible. Pits were dug and much of the community was murdered. There were only a few 
survivors.  

Jews were dragged out of their homes by the Nazis.  

He was a partisan.  
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In 1942 and ‘43 he was in Odessa. 1945 he was in Romania, in Bessarabia  

Exodus from the ghetto. He wanted to be a witness to the disaster that occurred. Everyone 
vowed that if they would live, they would dedicate their lives to making known the horrors that 
happened to them and their community.  

The first Aktion happened on the third day of the occupation. The Nazis took approximately 83 
Jews, including himself, to the prison yard. Everyone had to strip, including the women. The 
Jews dug a pit. He escaped to the side and climbed up a tree, but he was quickly caught and 
was put in the first row right in front of the pit. Right when the command “Fire,” was being 
given, he fell into the pit so that he didn’t get shot. He stayed there under the naked bodies 
from the afternoon to the night. This was in Somich (sp) in Dubno, where he was living at the 
time. He got home and the next day he said he will fight for his life. This was the first disaster he 
witnessed.  

The next day came the decree to wear a Star of David on the arm. Then in August 1941 it was 
the yellow star on the front and back of your clothes. At that time there were 12,000 Jews in 
Dubno. The Germans would go to the Judenrat to get workers. Everyday there were victims.  

The second Aktion was on August 21, 1941 involving 900 people. At 5 in the morning, the SS 
arrived in their vehicles, and took people from their homes, until 8 in the evening. The Russian 
prisoners had dug the pits.  

There was a joke about a Nazi named Popkin, that it would be a sad day if he didn’t kill at least 
ten Jews a day. The head of the workers union in Dubno, it was said about him that it was 
better to die than to work for him; it was also said that he would be happy to kill he last Jew.  

In 1942, on the first day of Passover the ghetto was created: the Jews had to leave their homes. 
They got to Chernich Street, and everyone found a place to live there. At least 20 people lived 
in a room without any furniture. There was no food, water, or medicine. Someone who worked 
was given 100 grams of bread. It was cold and everyone was starving. He speaks of the 
hardships of living in the ghetto. He arrived there with his wife, daughter, and son, as well as his 
in-laws Hertzl and Shimon because their families were in Kozyn at this time. He regrets that the 
Judenrat in Dubno didn’t tell people that it was better to try to escape because the end for 
them would be death because they knew what was happening, so everyone thought that it 
would be okay. He worked laying cable. Then he worked in the Ricker lager, where the Germans 
held the Russians who they had brought into Germany thinking they could work there but were 
sending them back to Russia. They dealt with the people and their documents there. He worked 
carting in food supplies. He decided to steal some of the documents that belonged to the 
Russians for him and his family so they could leave, but only when he knew that it would be the 
last Aktion. He eventually got seven train tickets to Odessa and made sure that they would be 
dressed the way the Russians were dressed. He didn’t tell his wife his plans for them, afraid that 
she would tell if she were to be interrogated. He also got documents for the photographer and 
his family who took the picture for his Russian ID card that he took, and another couple who did 
survive and live in Haifa. 
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The Germans called him Herman.  

April 1942,  

He went to Captain Amostein (sp), who he calls a sadist; he would beat people with a small stick 
and then shoot them.  

He did what he could because he knew it was either a bullet or life.  

All this time he was in the ghetto. 

He went with a Russian he knew to Rachin and they burned the belongings of a man that the 
Russian hated. On the way back, they also killed a drunk German and took his gun. He also told 
him about the final Aktion. 

The final Aktion was in July 1942. At that time there were 4,000 Jews in the ghetto. They were 
starting to bring all the Jews to their joint grave. Those who remained, had to clean the part of 
the ghetto where those people had been living. He talks about how some of the people were 
killed in the ghetto, including hanging an entire family. In this Aktion they killed around 4,000 
people. He thought the end for the rest would be by the end of 1942. 

In the home of Professor Margulies, who was in the Judenrat, he told him that a German by the 
name of Eichmann visited him and used the word Judenrein. He went to Kozyn, the Judenrat 
gave them a car, to bring all of the clothes and belongings, whatever was left, because there 
had been an Aktion there too.  

Theatre of the Dead or Living Cemetery is what he saw when he went to Kozyn. People looked 
like burnt matches, with only eyes looking out. Their bodies were just bones, just the eyes 
spoke. When he was there, right when he started to visit with his family (his parents and 
others), he was told by Etti Kategorov, that a Ukrainian who recognized him and he would be 
coming after him to kill him. In Kozyn the police were Ukrainian. This Ukrainian, nicknamed the 
Camel, who knew him was the police officer and a murderer.  

At that time he saw Landsdorf who had been his Hebrew teacher and Rabbi Duchik, but he 
didn’t get a chance to speak to anyone, they were beyond conversation. He says that they 
weren’t human beings.  

The head of the Judenrat in Kozyn stood up to the Nazis and didn’t give the Jews to them for 
work. He was hanged by them.  

People were starving in the Dubno ghetto. 

He realized that it was so bad in the ghetto that he needs to prepare for them to escape.  
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At the end of 1942, he saw Shemalov (sp), who told him that they were digging pits again to be 
rid of all the Jews, even though the authorities were saying that they pits were for the air force 
and all different things.  

He got all of the paperwork ready. This was right after Yom Kippur.  

They had heard that by December 1942, the Dubno ghetto would be liquidated.  

Mitzman (?), who had been in the Dubno Judenrat (in Israel he had lived in Beit Tikva, and had 
recently died), put his wife in the ghetto with their belongings and then he ran off, eventually 
ending up in Israel with a woman his daughter’s age. He said that other men did this. Leaving 
their families to be slaughtered. 

At nine that night, the women in his group dressed as men. No one said goodbye to the parents 
who stayed because he was afraid that people might hear them and know that they’re 
escaping. They went to the train. His daughter was around 1-1 ¼. He put his daughter into a 
straw bread basket.  

They had to leave his wife’s parents.  

His son Haim was killed in the Aktion in May.   

Each of the seven of them in their group got on the train separately. His brother-in-law and his 
wife were taken off the train at the inspection. They had to change trains. They were heading to 
Odessa. The soldiers were fascinated by his daughter and brought them food. The train went 
from Shepetivka to Zhitomir to Vinnytsia to Rozdil’na, which was the train’s last stop on the way 
to Odessa. This took about two weeks. This was their escape from Dubno to Odessa. They 
reached Odessa on December 26, 1942.  

They went to the Ministry of the Interior where they were told they can get an apartment. 
Their paperwork saying they are Russians enabled this. He didn’t realize that his accent was 
identifiable. The clerk asked about his accent, saying it wasn’t pure Russian. So, he said that he 
was Polish. He was afraid to talk anymore if after saying two words he could be identified. He 
told his wife that she needs to do the speaking since she has a clean accent and doesn’t look 
Jewish.  

A problem with their daughter was that she started to say Mommy, while with the goys’ (non-
Jews) children said Mama, and they remembered hearing Mommy where there were Jews. That 
was a big danger since they said that she speaks like a Jew. They started living their new lives in 
Odessa. 

When his son was about four, with curly hair and black eyes, he was killed. They saw that 
soldiers were coming, so the rest of the family hid in the hole they had created in their home, 
and he was not there since they feared that he would make noise and expose them all. He saw 
that they killed him by smashing his head into a wall.  
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In Odessa, they had a new life. He had to not speak and pretend he was mentally challenged 
and deaf and mute so that they wouldn’t get caught. He needed to pretend that he’s a goy. In 
two days they completed the Aktion against 20,000 Jews of Odessa.  

They worked there doing laundry.  

At the end of 1944, Germans soldiers were there, and they were trying to sell whatever they 
could. A partisan saw that he spoke German well, so he paid him to buy military clothes from 
the Germans soldiers.  

They were in Odessa for two years.  

General Pinter, a Romanian, was the mayor of Odessa. He had a lawyer write a letter to him. In 
Odessa he lived at Zauruskyia.  

His wife’s brother and his wife also lived in Odessa until they decided to escape to Romania. 
This was the couple that was taken off of the train.  

SECOND TAPE 

He talks about making the documents that enabled them to escape to Odessa. This was critical 
since the documents originally belonged to soldiers. None of the documents had the SS officer’s 
signature, so he needed to do that as well.  

He continued to buy clothing and uniforms from soldiers for the partisans.  

He made that he was deaf, stuttered, mentally challenged.  

His cousin, Dotan Hanina, who lives in Jerusalem buried soap that he bought that was made 
from concentration camp victims. On the soap was written RIF. The man who sold it to him just 
told him that the soap would be worth a lot of money after the war. He said that he didn’t 
know about the concentration camps at this point. He brought it with him to Israel.  

He made a lot of money selling clothes to the partisans. It was very dangerous. He was caught 
sometimes and had to bribe his way out.  

He saw the opera Carmen in Odessa.  

His wife told Russian soldiers that they want to return to Lublin, Poland. If he said Warsaw or 
Krakow they would know that he’s Jewish by the way he said those names.  

He stood in the port when the Russians were bombing Odessa, so happy that it was finally 
being bombed and the liberation was coming.  

He heard that the Germans started taking men and, perhaps as the rumor said, drowning them 
in the sea. This was so that the Soviets, when they liberated Odessa wouldn’t take the men and 
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make them into Soviet soldiers. Even if they wouldn’t be killed and sent to a camp, he was 
afraid to be with the Soviet men to see him or to hear him speak. This is why he didn’t want to 
stay in Odessa.  

Rosa, was a translator at the Ricker lager, when he worked there. She didn’t give him peace; 
she was horrible to the Jews. She was blonde. She worked with the Nazis. In Odessa, they were 
shooting Jews on the spot, even right in the middle of the street. He wanted to kill her. He 
wonders what happened to her after the war. 

Toward the end of 1944, he and his family escaped to Romania with a Romanian man. They 
took a train that soldiers were taking. He and his wife were dressed like Russian soldiers, and 
their daughter was taken by the Romanian man’s wife as if she was their daughter. 

In Akkerman there was a problem. The Russians had bombed there and the bridge was out. 
They had to wait until they could cross the military bridge. Then they entered Romania. The 
journey took 2-3 weeks. They lived in Romania for a year and a half; all of 1945 and part of 
1946, after the Russians arrived. They escaped in 1946.  

Every week he had to go to the police to sign his papers from Odessa. He didn’t know Romanian 
and they didn’t know Russian. There were a lot of Jews in Romania. There was a lot of 
antisemitism there too. They lived in Kalarash. He worked with Jews there. They lived in tough 
conditions there because it was hard for him to work since it was such a small place.  

The Russians arrived in the beginning of 1945. Problems started as soon as they arrived. They 
had to prove to the Russians that they were Jewish and that they had been escaping from place 
to place since 1941 and not collaborating with the Nazis.  

He asked the Russian soldiers to bring one of their Jewish officers so that he could speak to him 
in Yiddish to prove that he was Jewish. He said that there were a lot of Jewish officers in the 
Russian Army. But they brought in someone who didn’t know Yiddish. Perhaps it was Turkish 
that he spoke. Then they did bring someone who spoke Yiddish. Both he and his wife were 
interrogated.  

This happened in Bessarbia, Romania.  

He started working for the Russians in a unit called: “Death to Spies outside of the Russian 
Territory.” He was an officer with them. His friend Blum also worked there.  

The military established a police force in the city. He worked for it.  

How he became a part of the Russian Army: In 1939, because of his education, he was a high 
level clerk in their version of the Shekem, an Israeli department store. Because of this, when 
they took him into the army his rank was immediately Second Lieutenant. This was before, so 
by 1941 he was an officer.  

He also told them that he hadn’t run off ever.  
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He had needed to prove that he hadn’t been a traitor to the Soviet Army. People thought he 
might be a spy because he had worked with the Germans prior.  

In Ramleh, a man named Blum and another man named Cohen live. They had an electronics 
store in the city where he was an officer. In Atlit, he saw the sons of a man named Goldstein, 
who had been a police officer. He refers to him as the smart guy. They were the ones who 
helped to prove that he was Jewish.  

They asked him to take revenge on a unit (Antonesco’s), which was a unit that worked with the 
Germans. That unit also worked in Odessa. They brought the Jews to Nicoliev (sp) and Kreem 
(sp), etc. He said that this unit tied Goldstein??? near the municipal building and said that 
whoever goes by can spit on him. (?) 

Ionesco (sp), who had a pharmacy, they wanted to have him killed since there weren’t any real 
trials there and then. With a soldier, who he gave a bottle of vodka to since they didn’t do 
anything without vodka, he threw a grenade into the pharmacy, destroying it. They did this 
because he had worked with the Germans. 

There was an electronics store, Motok (sp), two brothers, they destroyed it. A sausage factory, 
they took revenge on it. He said they had been worse Nazis than the Germans.  

They had to do guard duty in the town. They needed to watch out for German soldiers who 
hadn’t been captured. He took some soldiers with him. They heard very loud snoring at night, 
when all was quiet. They came back and told him that it was a German soldier with bags of 
things and they thought he was waiting for a ride to take him where he needed to go. He told 
the soldiers that they can take all of his things in the bags. He said that the German soldiers 
didn’t return home empty-handed. One Nazi, they made undress completely, they took all of 
his clothes and belongings. At this moment he remembered the 80 people who were killed on 
top of him, the viciousness of it, the beautiful women thrown into the pit; he couldn’t control 
himself. He said to kill him with a bullet was the easiest death. The soldier gave him his gold 
watch, which he still has today, to try to bribe him from doing anything to him. On the back of 
the watch was written his address in Germany. He took a knife that he got from one of his 
soldiers and cut into him like in Ukraine they did to pigs. He remembers his screams and cries to 
today, but to him it was a great joy. They left him there like that. They didn’t want to get caught 
by the truck with the Germans that was probably on its way to pick him up.  

He imagined how he and another man would kill Rosa, who worked with the Nazis and he 
thought she was following him during the war to get him killed. When the friend backed out, he 
decided not to go through with it since he couldn’t do it alone. He imagined hacking her body to 
pieces and putting it into the sewer/septic system.  

It was good for him in Russia, but he wanted to escape fearing the future.  

He worked as a middleman for a tailor and people who wanted new suits. Someone who he 
didn’t help told on him that he was selling army equipment, but he didn’t. Someone took him 
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to a cow shed and took his things and he was interrogated all night. He was exhausted from 
being kept up all night. He asked if he could sit in the car/truck to write down his statement. He 
sat there trying to figure out how he’ll get out of this. He saw his wife, Katya, his daughter, and 
Blum the police officer, on the main street not far from where he was. They were looking for 
him. She heard him and they came by, but they couldn’t talk to him. They left and a couple of 
hours later, Blum came back with two other men. He thought that they thought he was a thief 
or a spy. They said that they decided to send him to Odessa. He was being sent alone, without 
his wife and child. Blum kept coming back with different people to try to free him, but nothing 
helped. They finally believed his story that he didn’t take the tire because it was military 
equipment. They finally let him go home, they said that when you come to work tomorrow, no 
one will talk about this, as if it didn’t happen.  

This would be his fourth escape. 

He paid a Romanian neighbor to take them to Bucharest. He found a place to stay there and 
they started living in Bucharest.  

He heard that at 20 Kalimoshelo (sp) St. the Joint was located. The Haganah was taking Jews, 
legally or illegally, to the Dardanelles in Turkey and then to Israel. You needed to pay upfront $5 
to the Soviet Army. This would be a legal exit. Then you would immediately get on a boat. He 
stayed in his Russian military uniform, thinking there would be fewer problems or not to be 
checked.  

He told them that he was from Dubno and Kozyn, they led him to a room where there was 
another Russian soldier from Kozyn. He now lives in Ramat Aviv and he became head of the 
railroad in Tel Aviv. Motki Dayan was his name. It was a powerful meeting; neither was able to 
speak. He had been in the Red Army. He had been in the army the entire duration of the war 
until he got to Romania, where he decided to escape.  

He was afraid to be there and asked to be sent to Constanța. They put on civilian clothes and 
went into Constanța. He lived there for three days. They wanted to escape on a boat. 

Why did he decide to escape to Eretz Israel? The days he was in the Joint there were many 
rooms and in each room there was written who had gone through these rooms. He saw the 
name of his brother-in-law, from Odessa, had been through in ’45; he now lives on Ben Yehuda. 
His name was Yisrael Kremen (sp). He also saw Nicolai Garbaj Petrovich. We he saw that he was 
in Israel, they decided to go there. He wanted to go straight to Israel.  

Asked about what happened to his family: 

When he had been in Bucharest, there was an International Red Cross office to which he gave 
the names of all the people he was looking for and he registered his name. When he left the 
office he saw Neilik from Dubno, who now lives in Australia. He had worked for him in the 
warehouse/storage. He told him that he was planning to escape, but he was afraid that he 
might tell on him to the authorities. His wife told him it was good that he didn’t wait for him 
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because he wasn’t to be trusted. He left leaving his wife behind. Litzman and Druch also did 
that. He was remembering during the war, when these men brought their wives to the ghetto 
and said they would be back and joined the Red Army while their wives were slaughtered.  

They were a few days on the ship that was made for 300 people, but he figures that there were 
more than a 1,000 on it. They went from Constanța to the Dardanelles in Turkey. He saw 
people from the Haganah. Inside, there was no air, everyone was naked, and his daughter was 
not doing well, so they sat on the deck for some air. The boat was called Max Nordau. The 
Haganah was ready to cover the people up if British planes flew overhead. They set out with it 
called Smernau (sp), but from Turkey it was either a different ship or it was then called Max 
Nordau. The arrived in Israel on June 15, 1946. The men on the deck had to keep moving from 
side to side to help balance the ship; otherwise, it might have sunk because too many people 
were on-board. The British caught them before they could reach Haifa. The British took them to 
Atlit where they stayed for six months.  

They looked for Kremen. He was already in Israel working. He lived in Givatayim in Beit 
Goldstein. Zvi was trying to figure out how to get an apartment after they got out of Atlit. He 
doesn’t explain how they got out. He said that he didn’t get an apartment from the Histradrut. 
He managed somehow. He worked three jobs each day. In the morning he distributed 
newspapers, at two he worked on road building (?) in Givatayim on Katznelson St. At night he 
worked at Beit Statlander until midnight. He had to get up at two to start the newspaper 
delivery on his bike. His wife was a maid. Afterwards, He lived opposite the police station on 
Haganim St. He got into Beitar, working with Yeilin at a clinic at a hospital.  

His daughter became a nurse. He has two grandchildren: one is an officer in the army and the 
other is about to enlist.  

He opened a store. In 1950 his son was born. He worked at the Technion as a professor. He 
returned to fight in the Yom Kippur War, where he was killed.   

In 1939 and 1941, he saw the Red Army as being very strong. He was impressed by the pilots 
and engineers who he worked with and saw. But he ended up being very disappointed in them.  

He talks about the Germans, that they were such murderers, and that they limit what they say 
to their children about that.  

His neighbors in Poland and Ukraine, he says there were three types: those who watched as 
Jews were led to the pits and made faces as if it hurt them, and maybe even participated; those 
who would bring bread to the ghetto at night; and the third type –the Germans had a law that 
any Ukrainian farmer could come and get furniture and things from the ghetto. 

Before the ghetto was created, they lived in Sornitz (sp), which was on the outskirts of the city. 
There was a large factory there for beer and preserved products. When the Germans arrived, 
they put the Russian soldiers there. They were in horrible conditions; who ever went to them, 
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was shot. Every night some of the POWs would die. He states that the meat from their bodies 
was cut up to be used to make soup.  

He worked as a framer, though he just made like he knew what he was doing.  

He remembers an Aktion with the Belkis (sp) who live now at 20 Yavetz Street. They have a son, 
Reuven Belkis, who is now a lawyer at 3 Dizengoff St. They were by the river when they heard 
dogs, and knew they were the Germans. He held onto him and hid him. 

There were partisans in Dubno, including the Wasserman Brothers. It was hard to fight the 
Germans because they were strong and the Jews in the ghetto didn’t have much by the way of 
supplies or equipment. But there were those who fought. This came up at the Nuremburg 
Trials. 

When he needed to escape, even with his stolen documents and preparations, the problem was 
where to go. He talks about talking with the Kagan family: their son was killed which made the 
father go crazy, but the mother remained strong. Together they talked about where to go. He 
knew that she wouldn’t inform on him; he says that she gave him the lifeline to get to Odessa.  

Whenever an Aktion finished, everything that was taken from those who were killed was 
organized in neat piles, including the shoes, socks, pants, and hair from the women. Those who 
remained needed to tie everything and then put into trucks to be taken to other places.  

Judenrat, he has negative things to say about them. They knew a lot and they didn’t need to be 
so loyal to the Gestapo and do everything that they did.  

At the end of ’69, a friend from Poland arrived in the US. Kojak/Kochak (sp). She lived in New 
York. She brought with her a ripped diary that his sister had written in the forest, and in the 
towns, at nights, when she would go out looking for food. She gave the diary to him, and he 
brought it to Yad Vashem. Towards the end of the war, one night when it was the sister’s turn 
to go out looking for food, she never returned.  

He was the only person in his family of ten to survive. His family was destroyed: his father was 
Arie and his mother Haya. He had three sisters and three brothers; one of his sisters wrote a 
diary about living in the forest during the war. He got this diary and donated it to Yad Vashem. 
His brother Yitzchak (he was decapitated by the Germans because he was resisting), Yaacov, his 
sister Ita, Etia, Rivkale. He says that they live with him. He regrets that he was not able to save 
his sister Rivka. He says that she was 15-16, spoke very well and didn’t look Jewish.  
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