http://collections.ushmm.org
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

Imperial War Museum Accession No 7411/1
Department of Sound Records :

SCHINDLER ; '

Richard Horowitz

Copyright Thames Television : Unrestricted

Access Code : B | n

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.



http://collections.ushmm.org
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

74((// 1

SLATE 123 TAKE/ONE

INTERVIEW WITH RICHARD HOROWITZ.

< v

JON: Let's start at a
different point, maybe that'll make it

easier for you, 'cause you said the thing
that you remember was the end of the'wér,

tell me about what you remember from that?

RICHARD HOROWITZ: Well I remember as a
matter of fact very well the film clips that
you were so interested in, that involves the
moment in which er Auschwitz was liberated :
by er by a platoon of the Red Army, and they

um.. gather us all together, and er I recollect |
one moment er then sitting%s-ggrg}g&-d a

what do you call it - - ,that do you

call the er contraption.. gallows... well

they you know, well they sat us up around

the gallow, just to use it as a wonderful
background)you kno% reference, and um..asked

us questions, Bnd er later on you know, we

walk through the narrow path between barbed

wires, and I remember this thing very well,

and then when I found out that this piece

of film existed, and I haven't seen that

piece until, Goq fifteen, twenty years later,
it sort of er hit me very strong, so um this
was the moment, and then you know um then when
I was taken to an orphanage in-in Cracow which
I remember quite clearly, so these are really

last few you know, um..

JON: Let's come back to the liberation

of Auschwitz again, and if you can tell me..
I mean that was fine what you were saying,

let's try and do it again and what I'11 I'll
probably do is ask you the same question and

) if vou could_sag - gou wirg six years old I
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primafy source, and it has not been checked for spellihg or accuracy.
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RICHARD HOROWITZ: No I was five years old...
I was born in '39... so...

L 8
JON: So if you could perhaps say 1 was
five years old when Auschwitz was liberated,
and I remember very well what happened:..
and don't mention the film bits, but tell us
about the filming.. rather that the film that
I'm interested in... 'cause what I'll probably

do is use your voice underneath...

RICHARD HOROWITZ: Well I was .. I was about
five years old when um er Auschwitz was

liberated, sorry...

CUT

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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JON: Richard I'm going to ask you again
what you remembered of that, and as I say if
you can start off by saying 'l was five years

old'....

RICHARD: I was just about five years old

when I was liberated in Auschwitz by the Red
Army, and I remember quite vividly a group —
@ small platoon of soldiers who round us up —
whatever children were left, and I was one of —
probably the youngest, in front of the gallow

to use it as a pituresque reference material,

& d then er later on we walked through a narrow
path between barbed wires, and there was a
group of children and elderly people who ezl
happened to be there at the time, and then A~
afterwards not knowing where my family was, er
there was nobody around at the time, my mother
and my sister Jgggsin another camp, and my
father was made to work, too, at (m‘nﬁff’

was taken to an orphanage in Cracow, and
...I can't talk I'm sorry. CeMotion i

JON: You were discovered in the orphanage,
weren't they, you were actually reconciled with

your parents weren't you?

RICHARD: Well no, what happened, what happened

first was that I was...

ToN AND RICHARD SPERK

CUuT
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JON: Let's start with I sﬁppose,what
really is a more cheerful one, which is the
story of how you came to be reunited with
your parents?

RICHARD?XCQS;’after liberation I was taken

to an orphanage in Cracow, because nobody
knew the whereabouts of my parents.@qu after
a few weeks there, er some friends of my
family learned that I was there, and er they
came over and they er took me to their home.
This was aboug I would say,may;g February '45,
and er about a few weeks later,,my mother and
my sister came back,liberated,in another camp,
and somebody told them that I was at the
orphanage,fgo of course, you know, my mother
couldn'Hk;gsvﬁﬁgw, she came over, we were
reunited\ghd we still didn't hear from my
father.E}'days later my mother met a mutual
friend er who er testified that he had seen
my father dead,you know, in the camp, Bnd er
we were just about to give up any hope, although
my mother always, you know, liked to believe
in miracles, and er sure enough in May '45,

my father reappeared with a group of er people
who um returned back from m&%%:scehﬁls you
know, was liberated by the American army, So=-
yeah there was a miracle, then you know we
all, you know, move in together into an
apartmeggvgome friends...

N

JON: I had heard that your mother found

i RINN WIT2
out about.. your mother was in (Be==HaME)

. . SHE
of course'w1th Schindler, so we only got
liberated in May, so she must have come back

to Cracow in May/June.

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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RICHARD: I wouldAer-I'm er pretty sure that
my father was liberated in May, so she must
have been liberated earlier, whether it was
a question of weeks or whatever, I'm not

certain.

JON: Yeah, she-she was liberated right
at the end of the war in fact, and your father

likewise...

RICHARD: Yeah, except that as I said, you
know my father... yes as I recall very well,
because I was born in May, and always you know
within the family;joke&about the fact that he

was liberated you know...

JON: Bheard that the film played some
part in your mother discovering that you were
alive? TS THAT NoT TRLET

adidv -

RICHARD: I'm sorry...

JON: I heard that the film played some
part in your mother discovering that you were
alive, that she had seen the films, saw you in

the films?

RICHARD: No, no, no. The story.. you're
referring to the film er that er we're

& No, NO; NO . THIS WhS =
talking about at Auschwitz. g she discovered
the film much later, much later. She discovered
it)I would say maybe ten,twelve years ago...

'SH ST -SWis ToSTUBPPEED

No,no, no, Sh%‘JUSt happene%\to see that film
on television,and she recognised me, and er
that's what happened.n-ewNoI:I.o, she found out
about me through some mutual friends, and she

.. Ua
knew that 1 washggkenisrom the orphanage.

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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JON: Richard, gg’you know from the stories
your mother told you, about how you came to be

in Auschwitz at all?

RICHARD: Well um.. I don't remember any
details. All that I remember that er.. I was
er under quite special circumstances in
. You KNoW
Auschwitz, that although they managed t%\taioo
me, as ticewmueeet with many others, I was in a
SHALL WE SRY,
group of er, more privileged children in a sense
A OHM -
that er there were some people,Afriends of my
parents who managed téfﬁide me when, you know,
in peril.. was to come, when executions were
to be performed, or transfers or transport or
ER e X
whatever, £hd’l recall thaghfor a while I was
put in the hospital, although I wasn't ill, and
er I know that people tried to move me about
and hide me, and somebody must have tipped

them off.

JON: When you arrived in Auschwitz with
YoLR
your uncles andﬁcousins, your mother and

your aunts were about to leave?

RICHARD: Right..

JON: What were you told about that
experience?

TRAT-ER— SR-
RICHARD: Oh, that, you know, ya::ﬁg:w Eagough-

TOThAL = -
aAtotally miraculous circumstances,rmyhmother,
my aunt,happened to see us ﬁ;&m a wagon, a
train, er and er.. to theiihabsolute great
weE w .
disbelief, er-tmey managéa'tg%%(change sides
LHM =

and few words, l-er.. vaguely remember the
situation, and I've been told about iquou
know, er time after time in the past, But it
was a pretty incredible er coincidence, to be
at the same place at the moment, and er I do

recall being with my cousin, I do recall being

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the priwﬁ_rgﬁo%ge,apl%iitéas noWl@ehél%k%gme%mé?@rqu}at follow
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RICHARD: each other, I even recall an
instance with a boy of my ége at the time,
who er was screaming soO much when he was
tatooed that they had to cross out his tato
because the man who was putting it on made
an error, so he's probably the only one with
two tatwo's on his arm, I guess he'll make

Guinness book of recordsf

CUT
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T
JON: Richard, weee you.. well you know

whHeTu e
what I'm going to ask you & you have any
] SCHNDLER
recollection of the camp at %&dE) Perhaps
1}

if you start off by saying I was only five

gears....LREHARD SPERKS WHT UNTIL
TUE AHNBHED . ETC

LESS
RICHARD: I was er lesshphan five, and I
have a recollection in my mind of er of a
T wWASs
good German, I assume it wasASchindler, who
wouldAbring every so often bits of chocolate
that er was.. of course at the time totally
unheard of and er.. the other thing that I

LM
assume may have some,connection Wj(fh that £_Jeriod
CHUCKLE

[
was myAincredible love for potatoes...You'll
probably be surprised why.. when after the war
) ) OR OTHER THHING
I could be bribed with potatoes s you know
other sweets, because it was such a desirable
_ 2 . &R
vegetable at the time, andhsomethlng thagNyou
know one would be ready to die for and er it
N
was .. 1 assumelmykgain diet, Bna it stayed
with me as er something that even now I'm

terribly fond of.

JON: Again, this may be difficult, because
you may not have any recollection at all, but

I wondered if you have any kind of feeling about
the contrasts between the time in Schindler's
Camp with the good German and the chocolates

and what happened afterwards?

RICHARD:  Well, as I said you know we're really
talking aboué?%he last few months of the war,
and er whatever good er Schindler had done you
kno% for my family, um.. once he disappeared,
er.. I assumed he was picked up by other er
whether.. they were family friends. OR
(INTERRUPTION)....

PLPNE O\»H?HD

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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RICHARD WE'LL HAVETO GO AGANVT M
AFTRMD, !
JON: If you have.. and I understand if
you don'g,any recollection of the difference
between your memory of the place where the
good German and the chocolates and what
happened after to you then, when you left
his camp.

TUHAT, YoU kow
RICHARD: Well as I was mentioning, we were

e ew
talking about the last feqkmonths of the war,

ER .
andnonce Schindler was gone, I was in a fortunate

~ omnr
-

situation that there were others, wheth;%rﬁy_en;

family friends, I assumed they were family

friends because er.. er nobody from my most

immediate family was aroundfﬁ sensepsome kind

of supervision, that, you know, somebody was

really er in charge of my destiny, and adsmssinet
You KNOW

I remember}guu; a lot of tense and fearful moments

The reality of _living in a concentration camp
s T MEAN HAD

for me washa norm, &&s1 absolutelxbuu o]
point of reference, so er whatever horrors you
know I faced, were er perfectly normal, so er=-
for me to say that I could distinguish at that
age difference between erﬁsgmebod$ you know, er
holding me,or somebody eq“helping me 1in any way,
or moments in which I would be totally alone
would be very very difficult?fgigcgsﬁﬁ?zﬁestion,

that I've a sense right noﬁ?%ecalling the whole

experience that er without somebody's supervisiog

and somebody's help, you know, um. . I would have
not made it, and er most of my family members

would have not made it.

JON: You were just about the youngest
person who owes at least part of their survival
through the war to Oscar Schindler,(h%at do

you think about that, and perhaps if you started

]

by saying I was the youngest person....
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RICHARD: Well I was um.. 1 was the youngest
SR-ER
person, or one of the youngest person,whoﬁpwes
his life to,you know, to er Schindlers
ER You khow
manoeuvres, I €= you know looking at it in
) [ a3 ™~
. AND .
perspective andAer um.. sort of recollecting
it as an adult, er there's no question that
er I feel certain homage to, you know the man,
whoever he was, and however he did it, I mean
who cares you know.. life is really what.. what
(14
counts, énd er’ﬁ'm terribly fascinated to learn
that much new things, and eﬁhaEso by er talking
to people about it I er.. certain things beginnin;
ER- BERNNIVG TO
pobmake sense, Bnd er I never really er sat
down to recollect my experience in any chroni-
logical sense, and er with any understanding,
you know,why and how I was moved from place to
place, It was just that when I'm asked you
know 'how did you survive', I have better ideas,
you know,what happened, what directed my destiny,
that it was not just a matter of pure fluke and
just pure coincidence, that there were some

people who were working at it, so um er..

JON: Does it feel strange, too, when you
think about it now as an adult, to think that
er the orphan who walked through the barbed
wire of Auschwitz for the Russians, had been
OF

saved I suppose becausgﬁa German Nazi?

r's A VERY
RICHARD: It‘s»a funny thought, it's,amr
amusing thought, But-er-look I believe there

I REMN ~

are people, there are people.F what can I say..

it's er definitely quite a profound thought.

JON: Perhaps you could tell me again about
your recollection of the day of liberation and
the Russians.ﬁgain’by starting’by saying 'I

remember'.....
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RICHARD: A I remember thehtime in Auschwitz

whegxgig Russians came. I was about er five —
less than five, and er they rounded up a
group of children who were around, and they
er sat us in front of a gallow, to use it

as er background, Bnd er they ask us questions,
and some of them brought usfgWeets, candies
and whatever was available, Bnd er later on
they made us wal%:?ﬁgbetween barbed wires er
and er I don'gqbecall any particular incident
in which,you knov I wouldsbe able tgi%ocus

on a particular soldier, or a particular er
you know situation, but I do recall that
moment very vividly, Bnd later on theYer

they pu%ﬂgseinto a military trucks and they

VS to
drove usroff tohCracow to an orphanage that
was formed to er er.. take care of er surviving

children without any er families.

CUT
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