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JON: Mr. Lewis I was Just
going to ask you about what you heard when
you were in Plasz&&:about the incident

GOETH ) RETTEFR. REWER,
when Gershs shot Diana #uibser, Wetbtsre wasn't
that her name?

T THHNK \T WHRS REITER
VIKTOR: TGRSO .

JON: Yeah, perhaps you could
- you could tellme about that.

VIKTOR: €W~ I wasn't present, but I
know that er a person like this was shot
by N
JON: What was life like in
Plas *in the time you were there.

T
VIKTOR: When I was there &=y

;giﬁszvery hard from the beginning.‘fﬁere
was no Kitchen, and at this time I was one
of the first one in in Plashow I came up
in December 1942 and I was working for
H&;;:;géﬁg?a;é;{Eg‘;ﬂ%&%ﬂ%;gsgﬁﬁgi t%§22é:~
gg‘gais time there was only one barrack
for men,'fﬁere were no women at this time,
fhd er life was very hard, didn't have no
fooq and we had rushing to work,I would
say, at least 18hours a day, Ehat's all I

can tell you at this time.

JON: ’ How did you come to
get on to Schindleﬁs list because you were
not part of the group who worked at the

enamel factory.

VIKTOR: No, I was not {ISE=€EERR).
PORT OF THE GROVL P
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JON: Can you just start

that again after I finish speaking.

VIKTOR: WRPF\'S asenot one of the
T
group from er m@mﬁ‘ NﬁNb OF THE
FRCTORY ?
JON: Let me just ask the

gquestion ... but you can just say from
the enamel factory. So perhaps ... I'll
ask the question again and if you could
just tell me from the beginning, you know

why - how you came to be on the list.

VIKTOR: Well on the list to
BRANNWTZ . PUT BY MARCEL GOLDBERG-
Niei®) T was | %\on the list to
RINMUITZ .
). Wny, I cannot answer, I just asked

s
v

u t and er he put me on

Lo S wa 4
nim © me on it an ne put m n

Q
=

it, my name was put on.

JON: Why did you think it
would be a good thing to be on that list?

VIKTOCR: For me it was a good
thing to be on the list because er prior

to this er shipmeng I was beaten up by

2 SS men, So I want to get away from tham
as soon as possible from Plaszézg and I
don't care where that - I go, @nd I went

to Raﬁxi, and told him about it, he know
about it,I was beaten up 2 or 3 days before,

find er that's the way how he put me on

the list.
JON: Did you have to pay?
VIKTOR: No, I did not.
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- 113/1 CONT.
BRINNKITZ
JON: Inside ¥&ME) you got

involved with the underground didn't you?
VIKTOR: Right.

JON: Could youtell me from
the beginning, and you can give me as much
detail as you like, about how the underground
operated inside the Schindler camp at
RINNMNTZ

), and if you could say at the beginning
something like inside the Schindler camp
’ I32!Nh{kkf2—
at @iM®) I was in the underground and then

tell me about it.

VIKTOR: BRIVNLTZ Inside, in Schindlers
camp in ME) I was in the underground,
and how this started I will tell youhow.
One night I was called, I was waked up

and called to a kitchen of this particular
camp, and coming up there you were seeing
few people, few men whom I didn't know,
“here were peoplecfrom, like I said before,

WHA' S c =7
from the camp er (Nmﬂ?‘ NeNE ]

JON: It doesn't matter
about the names, they're not so important,

the names of people of the camps.

VIKTOR: ... camp er ...
JoN. BuO2N

VICTOR! RIGHT,
JON: , Okay let's start it
again, and er if youwant to say just how
you got involved and then tell me how the

weapons came and SO On.

VIKTOR: Oh you want to know

how - how ...

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.




http://collections.ushmm.org
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

113/1 CONT. '74’06i// 4

JON: Yes, yes, absolutely.
Un ... How much is left on this?... So I'll
ask this question again and as like before
you can say inside the camp, Schindlers

camp I became involved inthe underground,
the people from B“A?j“ called me up in

the middle of the night to come and talk and
so on and then tell me about how the weapons
came. Tellme about the underground at

Schindlers camp.

"VIKTOR: Inside the camp I was
called, so joined the undergrounq\uhat I
did. And how the weapons came was smuggled
through er boy - Czechoslovakian boy, I
would say aged of Q,betweqp 9 and 11 years,

e & £ MotreRs)
He used to come to er what G

they used tomake the ironwork, and U -THERE
ToE Jovks, o ,
WS &t MAV NB-RED ) he was the guy who picked it
up from the little guy and give it to the

chairman of the underground.

JON: So you used to get
weapons smuggled in from a nearby village

by a Czech. boy and these weapons came

CrIVNLTZ
into the camp at Htmméy. '
VIKTOR: The weapons came into

the camp from under - from the Czechish
underground, where they were in forest

nearb% around 5 nights a week.

JON: Inside the camp what
did the underground people do, what were

you trying to do.
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VIKTOR: ? Inside the underground
THERE WHS - Tom'.-‘:D THE UNDER -
Hhay—mwers. Sedima people (HETCLERF) —ama

G'@UNDI AVD one didn't know the other one who was
in it, I did not know who the next guy
was until liberation, Bfter liberation,

then I knew who was a member of the

underground.

JON: What was the intention

of the underground inside Schindlers camp?

VIKTOR: “Fhe intention was ...
the Czechish people let us know - they

let us Anow that we're supposed to be
€ GRAVIE WHS PREPARED SoMEWHER:
shot andbfﬁeidébﬁﬁﬁ) a mile,two miles away. -
op LT WE SHOULLD TO6 — P
So they acted ;ﬁ%ﬁ,\star’t f’lghtlng 8

and they would come to help us out.

JON: Did you ever have any
connections with the underground which

was supplied with weapons provided by

Schindler?
DoN'T
VIKTOR: IAknow nothing about
it.
JON: What happened when

Schindler left and you were waiting to

be liberated?

VIKTOR: . I was present when

Schindler left from - from camp, and I
SARW - ESVEN
was present, and I s éide?*t shake hands

with him whqg he left. What happened
vt PESPLE
them we (NSF=SE=&R) then we knew each

THE GROP TS
otherh(-%ﬂ-ﬂ)’\?ecause the chairman

of the underground called a meeting and

give everyone assignment to this particular

* This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is riot the primary sQge-and ithag st %%kaeﬁﬁorﬁh@"r@@éﬁxﬁ.@@y. to . i
¢ ’
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VIKTOR CONT: from Nazis, from er
soldiers, army, and we had to keep people
quiet because there was er around betwen
12 and 15 hundred people in the camp, we
had to keep the camp closed‘so nobody was
outside know that there is somebody living

here in this camp.

JON: Was there any violence

against the guards after the end of the war.

VIKTOR: There was violence
against the guards, there was some shooting
against the guards, I was not present at

“van I“"’

it but I know there was and I have @
THERLE WAS ,
(%@ﬁ::GEER)Aylolence against the guards.
JON: Can I ask you that
question again, and could youanswer it

by telling me about the, how much have I
got left ... fine. If you could just
answer it by telling me about the hanging.

Er was there any violence against the

guards.

BENGING
VIKTOR: Which kenaime?
JON: The er you remember
the hanging ...
VIKTO Right Ehe hanging of

KPxPOHP«U ]
the (N#ME woman , ageinst—the—guards.
ToN. YES
VIKTOR . AGML NST THE GUARDS —
JON: Well I suppose the
KRPo

(REP—LEERR) is better way yes, was there

any violence at the end of the war?

VIKTOR: Violence against whom?
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JON: Um Mr. Lewis I'm going
to ask you in a better way that question.
Um can you tell me the story of the

hanging that took place immediately after
the war, and perhaps if you could start it
by saying\immediately after the war,
someone got hung: or however you want to
say it. We're just going to wailt for

the airplane to go by, unfortunately the
sound is very sensitive to thenoise of
"airplanes or police sirens and there ...
okay... no. .. Shall we cut? Um Mr.
Lewis perhaps you could tell me the story
of the hanging and as I say if you could
start by sayingtimmediately after'the war

finished, Schindler left and then ...

VIKTOR: Er immediately after
the war flnlshed Schlndler left and the
factory was closed up,bllke I told you

bef‘or-e' by the underground, Between our

ST ER BETWEEN THE, 5. SEERREE IS RERGROOND
VWA DoMNI KOV . boy aged around 24 atkg:is t&nhe’. He

brought this German (N::I::I;ERR-) and ask

ePeEN
him to climb the ladder, N SEEN 7T ONOER

BeiMd., P«b’ whs wu&%ang him up. I w‘an"(t say that it was by
for'ce but he hangA I was ther‘e I saw it,
and I would say that I was not further
out than 5 feet away from it, Bnd noboay

stopped it and er everybody was clapping

hands.
Ton - ﬁom_czuqm WHY —
JON: Why édid people want

KaPo
to hang this <w

VIKTOR: Because the group
Wt T IN THE
wezzd came am® By train, the frozen

tr‘ain} told us that he was murdering, on
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the prima%g)uwgyaqq@ hag rotrhaerdenedired for keellipgopdoeuracy.
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JON: Okay let me ask the
question again, not because your answer
wasn't very good, but because it would be
nice to get the story in one bit without

my questions,Um so I'm going to ask you again
about_the hanging if you can say that B

( » was hung and he was hung because of
the reason people who came in the train said,
bh was there any violence, anyone killed

immediately after the war?

.VIKTOR: ER there was one man

hanged immediately after the war, he was

KAPOMA N

a (EAEEY who came with the train, with the

frozen train, and he was hanged because people f :
did - people who came with them said that
he was killing people on the way er to our

camp. i

JON: Was there any other
vengence against anyone else after Schindler

left?

VIKTOR: No, nq’l won't I won't
:C OON\T - I didn't see any other work of vengence after

Schindler went. There was one shooting

in - in the yard, er this I - I remember,

there was some kind of a shecoting in a

yardlbut I don't know what about.

JON: Can you tell me the
story, what you remember, when you went to -

open up the frozen train?

VIKTOR: Er, I remember that
we put some straw underneath the trgin,
. wHiLe
and we 1it it up and waltedhpnag until
W
the ice meltedlanqhopened the door of

the train we saw the bodies lying on the
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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SCUANDLER -

VIKTOR CONT: floor, frozen. S4rangeey o

~ Schindler was present at this time,at the o
train, and we had, I was called and we had

a little hospital in the camp,and we

brought all those people into this hospital,

ol . = -
we Docro@hgovs‘-p'i\-t\glswash R.HELSTEIN, o

(er—cErze Bnd that's all T can tell you
about it.
JON: Do you remember what :

" youmreaction was when you saw the bodies,
when you saw the people and what Schindlers
reaction was when he saw the bodies and

saw the peoplé?

VIKTOR: I remember that

everybody was saying oh my God, woh my

God, oh my

God,
b

and Schindler also was - the same reaction

e . WAS ON SCHINDLER, T0O.

JON: th what did it look
like? .
VIKTOR: It looked like dead

bodies, frozen hard with ice, That's how

they looked.

JON: Can I ask you again
the question again, just so we can get

it in a different way um if we have the

story from the beginning about how you  :;
opened the truck and then what you saw BN
inside and then what your reaction was
and what Schindlers was, so tellme the

story about ...

TALKING TOGETHER

PLANE OLHEHD TRUC o

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has Mot been checked. for spelling or accuracy.
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JON: Mr. Lewis I was asking -
you the story again about the frozen train \
and you were going to tell me the whole

story.

VIKTOR: At er frozen train

I was present by opening the frozen train, g

working on it, and er they - we put some
straw underneath the train, 1it it up,
and waited till the wagons got er free of
“icey When we opened it - the train, the
door trains, we saw people lying on the
floor frozen, some frozen to death, I -1

P
- I -1 don't know fromthe frozen.?octor‘s [

HLSTEIN
), give orders to us we should to

N
bring the old bodies into the hospital,

“Fhe reaction of, our reactions to after

opening the doog was not to er ... couldn't
YeucD

even talk about, everybodyﬁph my God,

t_ -

asg=5chindler wasE?resent at this time too
A YELL \T-ER-GoD,

Bnd he als ;

1so

WREM'S HAPPENING HERE S
And I would say would took at léast 6 to_ e

WORKIN G- THROVGH — WE L
around 6 hours HE§&=3=ERR%\pove everybody S
out from this train, I also remember this
was in the evening}and going through the
night,nightime, Bnd that's all af—esu=se

what I will have to say about it.

JoN. HWVE. LeTsS coT
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