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gz JovV! EDTH! You were telling me a little
bit earlier how you came from Krakow, didn't
you? Tell me a bit about what growing up in
Krakow was like.

EOTH -

WOMEN : Growing up in Krakow was

very nice, you know, Krakow was a beautiful
city 'til the war. Then they took us to the
ghetto, ;ggg? That start now the bad dream,
people living in ghetto, going ocut to work —
which we start, you know, they used to take

us for a day shovelling snow, working very
hard, and then one day being in that employment
office there er came over a man from Schindler's

factory...

& Sonl- Can we stop you for a second.
We'll talk a little bit about what life was
like before you had to go to Schindler’'s

factory.

weman: E0TH | Oh before - you mean before

the war?

e Tow!- No, what was life like living

in the ghetto? Tell me about how it was.

WoMaN:EOiTH '- Living in the ghetto was very
hard...

& E'DN‘.- - Just one second. It's a little
bit difficult. I said it's like a conversation
but in fact it's a little different from a
conversation, in as much as you must wait for

me to finish.

TALKING TOGETHER

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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EOTH Y. :
ROMAN : Living in the ghetto was

very hard because they concentrate a lot of
people in a small place; so like Zl?amilies
which used to live separate, they concentrate
in 2 - 3 rooms, or 2 rooms with a little
kitchen and that was very hard for a lot of
people, 1ike er...and we couldn't even wash
ourselves, we couldn't do lots of things

what we were used to, @nd that was - was very
‘difficult, very difficult. But we knew that
we have to, we must because there's not another
waj, so we had to. So I used to live with my
mother, my baby, there was a sister with 2
children and 2 strange children which parents
died.Ekm there was a few people more which I
even don't remember their names. But we were

all living together, you see, Xt was hard.

&z JOWL- You had to go out and do

forced labour for the Germans, didn't you?
WOMFN : EDATH - Yes.

=-J0V- Tell me a bit about the

forced labour, what you had to do.

WHAMAN EDITH Like they used to grab us to
clean up the streets, to - to clean up the snow
in the winter, to go to some places to carry
some heavy wood, or - it was very hard work.
Very hard work. But we did iglbecause if we
didn't they would beat us up, which they did

anyway. So it was not easy in ghetto.
&£ Jowvl- When you were in the ghetto

do you remember seeing any round ups or people

being sent away or anything like that?

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.




http://collections.ushmm.org
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

kvow

7407/2/i 9

95 TAKE 1 CONTD. .

WOMAN :SDITH - In the ghetto we used to see
some people which they - they catch on the
street, which they didn't have the - the paper
that they can stay in ghetto, because to be in
the ghetto you had to haveEEm 2 KJ;FL)

as they used to call it, like a paper that you
can stay in ghetto, so they used to grab people
and look for it, if somebody didn't have it
they took away, and that was tragic because

we didn't even know where they take them.

So thatl - that's what I saw, living in ghetto.

& JoN .- There was then the day when
you went to the labour office to look for work.

Tell me about that day from the beginning.

weN : E0ITH ! That day I went in the

morning and a few of my friends. We knew we
we we WwhsS

have to go to work, sokwent there and (WoI—CEEAR)

staying around waiting, So came over

PRNQER
Mr. Besrrer, who was the owner of the factory
which Schindler took over, and he choosed a

few of us. Like he chocse the strong one...
&= JON Just start that again. BTG

WeaN =DM~ So the morning I went to

the labour office and we were waiting, who's
going to take us.to what kind of work. Came
in a man from Schindler's factory. We did not
who he is, his name, nothing. We know he was
a Jew. And he choosed a few of us, the
stronger and the younger. The older,he didn't
take it, because it was hard work, so he
choose the young girls and then he took us t here
for the night shift.Ghd when we came to that
factory}we saw a factory which made parts in,
you know, a big oven that they used to burn

t the pots there.

. ) . . ou
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e JON They made pots and pans there?

WeMANR :E0ITH | &,)ﬁ, pots and pans.
And it was terribly hard worg,because we were
carrying in our - here - in our arms, we were
carrying lots of pots to the oven, you know,

it was very hard. But when we came in we did
not know what we going to do. Then showed up
Mr. Schindler and we got very scared, very much
scared because, you see, tall, handsome guy,
godd looking in German uniform, coming towards
us, we didn't know what - what is it. But he
came, and he looked in,and we saw no smile on
his face, but his eyes were smiling, you know,
like he wanted to say something but he
couldn't. But then he said, don't worry, don't
be scared, he said, because if you work with

me you will live through the war. Somehow I
believed him. Somehow, I don't know why, but
his eyes told me I can believe him. And I
wanted to believe him. And that what'scgggiggb ne
the whole war, believing him. And he kept his
word. He kept his word. He tried to help,

not saying nothing, but we felt that - that

he is somehow helping us, you know, you can
feel if somebody helps you. So that was the
time in (ﬂé&:&%ﬁ#ﬁ) factory.

& JToWN. Tell me about what conditions

were like in the enamel factory.

WeMEN : DT | Conditions, like we had
barracks. On one side were the girls, on
the other side were the men, @nd we used to
get our food - food, like, you know, soup
and a piece of bread and some black coffee,
that was our food. Conditions were not bad

=M Pril B
in Hégﬁ% no. We still got water where
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WOMAN: CONTD: important for us. So the
conditions were not bad, no. And the factory,
working there, we got a very bad foreman who
made it hard for us, like he wanted to make
hard for us the conditions,Bnd some of us
couldn't take him, you know, we could not.

So - but we tried our best. We tried our
best.

& ot In the early days that you
were working there, you used to go home every

day. Now, I wonder if...

=OTh !

ROHAN In the early days of EWMMLRQ
(HAIdES) we used to go back to our ghetto.
Bhd then whenr§hetto closed up, it was the
JLOEN RAO

(HOT—ShpAR ) in German, saying...

g&: JoN! Can I stop you a second

because I think you may have overlapped with
me. When I stop’maybe you can start again
the story about, in the early days...

Tell me about you used to go home from the

factory every day.

woMaEn e Yes, that was the beginning
when we start to go from the ghetto to EWMPMAR ,
(T Sb we used to go every day in the

morning and come back in the night, day shift.
Or night and come back in the morning to

ghetto. So we used to do that for a few months.

&= Jon Tell me what conditions were

like inside the factory.

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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worH : EDMTYI= Inside the factory was

er conditions were - what can I tell you about
conditions? They were not good conditions, no.
It was very hard. We used to walk without

shoes, and it was a wooden floor and every

minute we got splinters in our feet, Ehat was
terrible. Conditions were not good, no.

But Schindler tried - he tried his best to
help a little, But er what he did was a little
good) and then he couldn't help it too much —
because the foreman there, he was the whole

bos.s in the factory. So...

CuT
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JON: Edith, I wanted to ask

you the question about the time when you went
to Schindler to ask for permission to come

early,’Eell me that story from the beginning?

EDITH: 3TN\, ¥e=ir, we were working that
time.. day time, Somehow came news, somebody
broke news, that my brother-in-law got the
accident, he fell off a truck, and he's dying

in the hospital, in the ghetto, and he wanted to
see me before he die. So I went to Schindler and
I ask him permission if I can go back to ghetto
to see my brother-in-law, He didn't say a word,
but when I went back to the place, everybody

was packing up, and tken I saw that everybody
was going back to the ghetto, so I knew that
Schindler gave the order &% because of me they
should come back to the ghetto, I should see

my brother-in-law, @nd gﬁ:ﬁ‘& came to the ghetto
maybe a ten minutes later, he died..So I was
happx,and not happy, that I was there seeing

him before he died, which thankful, which very
much thankful I am -I was to Schindler. That

was an unusual thing for a German boss to do
that, Bnd I still remember that. That was one
of gg% things, and other things what he did

good for us.

JON @ Do you remember any other

acts of kindness in the factory?

BRANVLTZ
EDITH: I remember from (TNEMLT)
when our transport came from Auschwitz, to
BRINVLTZ.,
m),khe came out in person to greet us,

and he saw us, with shaved off hair and we
looked horrible, so he came over and he looked
at us, and he says 'God, what they did to you,

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the prm%ysogﬁ:e,sﬁaqha&& eren (¢ ce)&lég?or gg'elli%g or aac%fjjragy. knew
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EDITH: terrible, Ydu can imagine
without hair, girls looking like boys shaved
off, Xt was another kindness from him, another
kindness, e helped us a lot, and when came
our holiday, like,you know, Jewish (Yom me
which we fast for twenty-four hours,he knew
that we were religious girls, we were fasting,
we didn't touch the food, being very hungry
we didn't touch the focd, So in the evening
when it was past that fast, he made for us

the most delicious soup with a lot of meat and
bread, like he wanted to say, you got so much
hunger, so now you eat, Bhd that was, I think,
a most, most beautiful thing he did, fhd 1
think his wife helped him with that, because

she was a very kind, a very fine woman....

JON: If I go back a littlg}t{it a
Aows RUVIL =

down from wand we go back to ('m% ’
not everybody got onto the list did they? Now

. Row
I would like you to tell me about,your husband,

N
didn't get on to the list, and what happened
to him?
EDITH: I tell you what happened,
it was er .. like they used to call us the

old Emalia and the new Emalia, == We the
eight girls, we were the old Emalia, the first
girls, sc#ny husband couldn't come down with
me, he was not on that list, &d I wanted him
very much down, because I knew when he will
stay up in the Plashow; he will die there,
because it was very bad there, very bad, So

I again 1 ask Schindler, and I told him the
story, m*thns is the only friend tﬁ'{;bs left,
and I wanted him to come down, So he said 'we
will see what \:eecan do', Bnd he did, We went
to that camp,to Plashow and not showing that
he takes only one person, because that would

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the pr‘@")gﬁQgﬁ?,@fBﬁ@? e bwhg@pﬁl@ﬁga’elliﬁg]grtacg@a%st take
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EDITH: one person, 'so he took

a group, that he needs the people to work in
his factory, Bnd he brought my husband, who
was my friend at that time, he brought him down
to our camp, Bnd that really was again a
beautiful thing, so you see he did a lot of

good.

JON: . Your husband wasn't able
\ [ g
to come to %ﬂ) with you, Tell me about

the circumstances, why you got separated?

EDITH: Why he was on the list, so
was another... (INTERRUPTION) JON ST&ERARS,

EDITH: SO - My husband was on the list,
§:> other men, husbands, boyfriends, but somehow,
ANKIER

that list was made over and Mr. pess®F pul on

that 1ist people... (TNTERREBELoNI JON SEEMS

JON: Can I stop you Edith,

{
the difficulty is that Mr. melgn't alive
any more to sue us... but there are people who

e

was the man who changed it, so it's better to

might feel that we can't prove that Mr.

SAY. .

EDITH: We can't prove it, but
people know about it.... (INTERRUPTION).
JON: Let's start from the

beginning and ‘tell me how you and your husband

came to be separated again...

EDITH: JA, ==, € when they made out
the list my husband was on the list, Somehow
the list was changed, and we did not know

nothing about it, When we did found out, when

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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E we came from Auschwitz.

DIT

to m%nd we were lookmg, everyone was
looking for their husbands, for their
boyfriends, I was looking for my husband, and

I did not find him, Sso they told me that the
names were chan%\d on the list, and they sent

him to

Were many people sent from
® ?

rwm- HQ\J&.—*N F—R
ss = o))

EDITH: There was many people, I
can't tell you how many, but were many people,

that was supposed to come with us together, Ehey

did not.
JON: Was this Schindler's fault?
EDITH: I don't know, I think so

that not Schindler's fault, thees—tTot...
no, Schindler wouldn't do that...

JON: Do you think it was
Schindler's faulﬁzgg%: er.. many of the people
g

didn't get from {Es——rNANE) =R~
EDITH: No, it was not Schindler's

fault. Schindler wouldn't do that to separate
husbands from wives, ke tried to bring the
nhusbands to the wives, and the boyfriends to
the girlfriends, I don't think so,it was

Schindler's fault, no.

JON: Schindler was a German,
tell me about the first time you ever saw

him?

EDITH: I got scared of him...

(INTERRUPTION).... The first time I saw

Schindler was that night when iybame to work
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the prlr?gy.s%ﬁe; a%ﬂh§ netbeen thegkes fg@aﬁw,or peUEgEe We
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EDITH: we was scared of every
German, we was scared, Epmehow he made the
impression on me.. I don't know, as I told
you, his eyes, they were good eyes, and I
liked him, I was not scared anymore, @rter
he said that tc us about working with him,
we would live through the war. Somehow I

trusted him and I wasn't wrong.

JON: Did you trust him when

you arrived at the gates of Auschwitz:?

EDITH: I didn't know what to
think. I did not know what to think. I thought
it was a mistake because we knew we was
supposed to go some other place, and we

found ourselves in Auschwitz, so I thought

this is the end of us, g}d 1 was thinking,
twhere is Schindler, where is Oscar who's
supposed to save us, and sitting in that

big hall which was connected with the gas
chamber, I really was praying to God Schindler
should help, not so much that God should help,
but Schindler should help, because I knew he
promised, Bnd he helped. We got news,

somebody came into the window, he was yelling
to us that Schindler came, and Schindler took
us out from Auschwitz, Me helped us, so it

was like a miracle, So I wasn't wrong, believing

in him.

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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JON: Edith, what did you think

when you arrived at the gatesof Auschwitz?

EDITH: It was night when we
arrived. The first thing that we saw is the
smoke coming out from the chimneys, and we
already were prepared, we knew what it is.

What I felt, how can I explain you, I was
scared, I was terribly scared, Qnd we Kknew

that they're going to finish us here. Somehow
we were afraid that they're going to finish us
here. We didn't know what they're going to do
ﬁo us, and it wag:gjggéy, dark,so when we came
there, they put us up in that hall, you know,
@nd then we some people from the police there,
they started to walk around, and they started
to talk to us, you know. They tell us if you
have something, youiq<9etter give away because
you know where you 5233 going, Leeewse they
were preparing us for gas chamberu,So we started
to pray, and we knew we are going,TEhat was the
time I was really praying Schindler should show
up. Schindler should help us. So a lot of us
started to pray‘?:‘:a pray to God, & pray to
Schindler, Qnd we were sitting there & whole
night, Bnd like in the morning, when the sun
came out, we got the news that Schindler is

in Auschwitz, and then they called us out, the

four hundred women...

JON: But you were in Auschwitz..

for three weeks altogether...

EDITH: Later on when we came out
from that hall, we had to look at our girls..

if out of the four hundred girls, Schindler's
girls, because a lot of people wanted to come
to our group, because they knew that Schindler
is a saviour, they heard about him...{INTERRUPT)

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the p%wu@e, %ﬁpotﬁe@w@fclﬁ fgs;@!&or.a_ccuﬁy.
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JON: When you were in Auschwitz,

what happened to the Schindler women?

EDITH: We were staying later coming

out from that hall, we were three weeks in

Auschwitz, first of all we went to shower, then
they shaved our hair off, they changed our
clothes, and they put us in the barracks, fand
we were there like in a quarantine, that's how
you say in English 'quarantine', three weeks, Ef
ﬂuring the three weeks we used to go every .
ﬁorning to work, like building barracks again,
carrying very heavy wood, we worked very hard
for three weeks. After the three weeks, came

our order, we should all four hundred girls, come
to the mgieﬁ;%nd they will look at

everyone if it belongs toSchindler's group.j;o E

we came there and there was four hundred and
one; one was a little girl 'Eva' if you heard
about her, and two of us were supposed to stay,
one on one side, and the other the other

’ &%K( NG
side, and they were counting us.,is this

Schindler's, is this Schindlers, 1s this

Schindleré? Bnd we have to recognise if they f:;
are our women, because a lot of women from '
Auschwitz wanted to come to us, to go to
Schindler, and we couldn't, we couldn't take
them with us, because there was only a list
for the four hundred and one, So that was our

women)four hundred and one.

JON: | What was being a Schindler

women in Auschwitz, what did that mean?

EDITH: For us it was like
prestigious, for us, our feeling was because

we knew that we belonged to somebody, and he...

JON: If you start that sentence
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the erryssgyacﬁgng&JagscmBgenlcfﬁ%(e%egiéq ﬂ'@cﬁurs%j ndier
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JON: What was being a Schindler

woman in Auschwitz, what did it mean?

EDITH: It meant that we believed
that Schindler somehow will again take us out
from Auschwitz, We believed in that, Maybe not
everyone, but as I told you I lived with that
feeling that he will help, and that kept me
going. I believed in that, and then came the
order, and he really called for us, and then
when was ﬁt@ﬂ-;r@gg)ﬁ-?;\e &gf%g%?nly gchindler"

women, four hundred women.

JON: Were there moments during
the.:three weeks you were in Auschwitz, or even
when you arrived at Auschwitz, that you believed

that your faith in Schindler would not help you?

EDITH: gl.[ustg&u}lggzthe truth; a
very bad moment in sebgiresds. very bad moment..
sometimes.. sometimes I was doubting, but then
it went away, I said 'let's have patience, let's
wait what's gonna be, let's hold on, Qnd that's
what pushed me through the three weeks, I was
holding on, sometimes physically I couldn't, but
I had to believe that something will come. Maybe

the belief what kept me going, fnd that's what

happened.
JON: A belief in Schindler?
EDITH: ' I believe now that if he

hear there, he will always help me, he went

FRo
from there $& u';\stair's(LAUGH)

BRINNLITZ,
JON: When you were in E=——%&HE)
what were conditions like at E=NaMf)
GQ\NULJTZ.

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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EDITH: In EBoomzes) = was
ngwufz A
not bad, Wo, = ) he gave us a lot

of freedom, that means we had to go to work,
Véecg%‘be&gyjard, but we knew we are in
(Bﬁﬁﬂt).,\ Schindler is there, and he used to
show up, he made for us showers, and the food
wasn't too bad, food was good, Christmas time
we used to get another bread, and holidays we
used to get better, a little bit soup, and we
knew that he helped us, fAnd then when the war
start to get to the end, he wentjand he took

Cihulices
over a whole warehouse,,with silks and materials

and thread, and all kinég ofthings,xe&m he gave
everyone of us like er.. you know like when
somebody gets married, the mother gives her
materials for this, materials for that, and

he gave everyone of us...

TON - 5
JON: You survived the war

me very quickly how you survived the war?

EDITH: How do I survive the war,

I tell you. Maybe I was strong, I was healthy,
I was young, not a spring chicken, but I was
young, and I worked very hard, and I knew.. I
knew that I have to work, &f I will not work,
maybe I will not survive.
~uqo7/2jﬁ\
JON: If you had not known Oscar

Schinder, would you have survived?

EDITH: It's possible, it's possible
that I would survive working hard and avoiding
punishments, and somehow, you know, try to avoid
dangerous things, so maybe, maybe I can say, I
was not in another camp, my whole war was with

Schindler.

JON: Why did you think Oscar
did this?

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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EDITH: The truth to tell you I am

not sure, or he was so smart, he knew .. he knew
that something must happegﬁwie.fllocome. de
it's not going to be good for Germany, because
he knew w hat's coming, and who was in the war,
he knew America and Russia and two strong
countries were against Germany.ﬁmaybe that's
what er he was thinking, and he wanted to help
us too, he wanted to help, he was good, he was

a good man.

JON: I'm going to ask that in a
slightly different way, and maybe you can start

\
it by suggesting that I don't know why Oscar

]
Schindier saved us... I'm going to ask it...
EDITH: Shall I tell the same...
JON: But perhaps you can say in

]
the beginning, I don't know why Oscar Schindler
?

saved me or the other people...

I
EDITH: Yes.. Ihreally don't know
why at that time, because 1 don't know what
was going on in his head, what he knows.“%e
didn't know nothing, he knew everything what's
going on, Maybe he knew that Russia is close,
America is close, and when the end will come,
he as a German, if he saved so many lives, he

will be saved too.

CuT
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JON: Edith, tell me how were

you saved?

EDITH: I was saved by a German

Nazi, Oscar Schindler, *Ehat's how I was saved.

JON: Let's try it again, because
what would be nice, is if you said exactly that,
and then also added the fact that he saved

eleven hundred other people....ETC.ETC,

E0TH. ROW DD YOU SURVIVE THE WAR —
*“3UU\£§FME‘EOL> 6%\)E?C;%
EDITH: I was saved by Oscar Schindler

a German Nazi, who saved also eleven hundred
Jews. He was saved close to twelve hundred I

think was.. 7=R.JR =

JON: Looking back at it now,
do you think it's remarkable that you were

saved by a Nazi?

EDITH: It is remarkable, because
we never expected, and it is remarkable, because
you don't have too many, Nazi's,Germans, who
saved twelve hundred Jewish people. And a lot
of times he saved us from a lot of bad things,
“That's why I'm always going to be thankful, and
always think about him, @And I tell it everyone,

that that was really a German Nazi, Oscar

Schindler.
JON: , He saved you from Auschwitz,
didn't he?
EDITH: He saved me from Auschwitz,

He saved me also from when I was working with
the pots and pans, we were supposed to go to
Stuttgartit was an order to send us to Stuttgart,
End in Stuttgart,thé women were put on pieces of

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the prm%ogrge,saqgﬁT‘lgsi'ﬁl&bg’g%ec%e&%& ?‘o?gpe{lli%g (;I'b a%gutrgc'y.’ and
they were made to drown the people. We were
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EDITH: supposed to go there to
death, but he pulled back that order, he kept

us back. One day we should not go to Stutgart,

and next day he sended us to Plashow.. and he

saved our lives that time.

cuT
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JON: Edith,some people say that
Oscar Schindler saved all the Jews from
Egguﬂ AVD  aRivvuT

%\from B——¥E) just for the money,

What do you say to that?

EDITH: I would say from my
experience, from my knowledge, knowing Schindler,
he did not do it for the money, because he
spend a lot of money to save us, Hke spend a lot
of money on food, he spend money to take us_
from Auschwitz out, he had to pazgrp:p'v“ves 131‘38'-
and he was spending money for us, He couldn't
do that for the money, because at the end of
the war when he came to us in Germany, he did
not have a penny. If he would make that for
money, and put away some money, he would have
money, but he did not have money. 1In 1945, at
the end of the %ﬁﬁ? he was in Munich, we were
living in %m)knéuue?r.nany, #e came to us, to
my wedding, he gave me away, he was like my
father,'fhen we kept him going, we gave him
money, we gave him a room, we helped him a lot,
because we loved him. He did not do it for

the money, Lf somebody will tell me that he

did for money, I will argue very very hard,

hb, I would never say he did that for money.

JON: When you got married, who

gave you away, was it your father?

EDITH: I did not have my father,
because my family died, they were killed, ﬁo
Oscar Schindler took the place of my father, he
gave me away, he got the speech on my wedding,
and he was crying, he was very happy, he said
'here are my two children, whom I so happy to
see, and they are getting married', fnd that

was a very touching moment, very touching, becaus
I had Schindler at my wedding.. that's how 1
felt.

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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