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JON: Mr. Pantirer, you were
going to tell me about how you survived,

but let me ask you a little bit earlier

than thag about your life after you were

all put into the ghetto in Krakow?

No,let me ask a different question actually
because you volunteered to go to work for

the Germans didn't you? Tellme about why

you decided to volunteer?

'MURRAY: In - in the very
beginning when Hitler took over Poland,

we lived in Krakow, we were a family of

9, My father was then 39 years old, he was
born 1900, my mother was 38 years old,

Wwé were 7 children, the eldest was 16,

the youngest was 4,\&@ were 5 brothers and
2 sisters. A large family could not have
a chance to stay in Krakow or even go to
the Krakow ghetto.'Ehat was selected for
people who had a trade, who worked for

the Germans, and with a small family,
husband and wife and about 2 or 3 children
the most, @nd our family/ we were told
in1941, that we must leave Krakow and we
should go out about 40 kilometers.'Ehat
makes it like 26 miles, to live in the
outskirts of Krakow, thaé‘food will be
available more better than in the big
cities, 6ut at the very end of'41 an

order came out that young men who are
capable of doing work from every household,
a man has to go to work, so we tried to
save our father and because the family

was so large my older brother, then was

18 years old, he volunteered.'fhey put him
on the truck among 50 or 60 boys, and they
took him near Krakow to a féctory from

brick, a brick factory. After a few months
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MURRAY: pass by, early spring
in 42, an order - order came out that
it's not enough that the family is large,

and we getting the cards for food, but
S8

T
we must meke another person to work, -&nﬂ:Sb

then I volunteered, = When I volunteered,
they put me down to a camp, and the camp
was Piashow,, They start building that

camp Plashow, Vhen we actually start, there
was no more than about 50 or 60 boys,The

wh
_camp commander at that timeﬂhis name was

Miller, €amp Plashowwas built Bl Jewish

Aeosnu)usnﬂ—

cemeter'y}' the cemetery was called (HEEME
l
that$in Polish means Jerusalem, Bnd we —
our job was to start building barracks,
ERACT

‘ ——
and built &ctc‘%ia%? they start slowly

bringing in more
TELEPHONE RINGS

T
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JON: Mr. Pantirer you were
going to tellme about what life was like when
you arrived in Plashov in December 1941 er
42 and perhaps you could start the sentence

by 1n December 1942 I came to Plashov.

MURRAY: I came before.

JON: How far before?

JON: Maybe in July, August.

JON: As early as that. Okay
fine.

MURRAY: In the early part when

we came to Plashow we were put up in a group
a0
of 15 with one (¥&8E=8LmRs and we were
startln to build barracks,\hé were called
BARR C.FGNBQ
During 'the winter of 1942, 1
recall we were called on a Fri morning,
APpaL BLeRL ornIne
it's called in German (m),\that's the
place where they get er <= er prisoners,
Bnd we was standing on er attention and
Miller at that time make an ouncement that
LGt HKRNDG CRME (N
a ne&%,\ (s, BWis name was
s Lm A2 taIl maybe 6 feet 6, an officer
and he had the SS hat with the - that er
signa agg)the cap, and he was going to
TOHAN G-
be ﬁekenhpver that camp. That same morning,
he went, there was already in that camp
2 " U oPER
Jewish policeman, we call it (MESE—CERAR)
he - there was the commander from the
Jewish oiggg_ﬁr. ( # and one was Mr.
Goldberg.hémmediatelyhe shot them on the
spot, and we were thinking that we were
probably all going to be shot)so he tell
us’that's what's happening if you donTt

obey orders, or if you're not going to

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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WORK 12ARD ENOUGH,

MURRAY CONT: @nd the fact, tham=hy we
g
A MAN BY the name of received the hat he

oVR K& E CUR
was mﬂo% man%er he gave him
a hat that was almost with blood still,
he put it on on him and he said, from now

on you take over and you in charge.

JON: I'm just going to,
that was extremely good answer, and I'd just
like you to start it in a slightly
.different way, Berhaps you might tell me
what happened on the first day that QNMoON
(G%?;MB‘) arrived a.t the camp, and if you
start by saying on the first day that

G

commandant arrived.

MURRAY: You want me to

repeat everything?

JON: Just from on the

first day.

MURRAY: On the first day that
oM GOETH
{ Gert arrived and we were called ON THE

LOLET 3,
( and Miller off1c1ally had
. HeEN WE WERE

to give over the prisoners, p(BEF=CEEAR)
so called prisoners to &&gﬁ" ew-t'fhat
first morning, the first thing Eba-g"he

1S Csemiyaﬁsnzﬁ- -
d1d was he shot (¥&M®) and ( Athey

JODER, = _
wer'ek- ( Naw=Gibsel ) that was the Jewish
police, Xnside in the camp we were watched
by the Jewish police, we were watched for
the work, Gu the outside we were guard
by SS and also we were watched by the -

E - SoHE LITVIAN/LATVRNIAS
SOH(-P&ME) and "Deop1e { N
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RMU et —
JON: ) Sewt, why

B0
do you think Wi‘y@nﬁ shot m and i
(St GokDB\cQG—?

MURRAY: It's a possibility

that he want to show his strength and
his commander, Qnd he had a little speech i
in front of us that nobody will get away
with anything like not giving a full
days work and there's no, it will become
much tighter control and much stricter,
Qﬂd he walked also with a very long)with
-a big dog, and er, a matter of fact, it's
like sometimes a small animal had to
learn how to survive in the forest among
the lions, I myself had learned, and later
I pass it onto my friends, (% Ggl'fem
wore three different hats', there was that
fflcev\ha\:},} that plain hat that f‘olds

TY - BEROW_ T e TYROLS
togethe; and also the hatA(NQ%-%-bEﬁ-R) like
a hunting hat,If‘ he put on this hat, it
was when he, and the trial in 1945 when

P
he was caught in Krakow,was bought out

J
that the girl who was serving him, that
in the morning or during noon time or
whatever it was, if she served him some | ’
food, he would say, not yet, I cannot eat i.‘
vet, e went out, because his villa was on :
the - still inside the camp, but on a little
hill,he will go out and while people were
working in the camp, regardless if you
work hard, if you stand on er attention
he will go over and he will shoot you,
Wren he saw blood that was the time that
he could go back to his villhand start P
eating, go I myself' always when I saw
from far away that he's coming, I ran
to the latrine.;-\‘;ﬂo% was one place that 1

he will not go in, When friends of mine

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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MURRAY CONT: or people would come w
and they would bring in, Plashov was, h-‘:algbeds
TH-ﬁTTHGme up to 20 thousand people,When they
liquidated the Krakow ghetto inMarch 19 —
1943, that camp swallowed up to 20 thousand
people. So I will tell the people, 1ook =

forget what kind of a hat he wear.

JON: Mr. Pantirer can you
tell me the story - I know you weren't
"there, but as you heard it of the shooting

of Diana Reiter the architect.

MURRAY: I was there. Iwas
é} $ again we were called

ere asked after we were

built the barracks for new prisoners,

barracks for the woman from the ghetto,

Wé were told that the camp will become

a concentration camp and there's an

order that we have to be watched now by

more SS people, &:d we had to bullp for

them officers quarters, and I recall that

when we went down there and we start

digging, we did by shovel, by pick, Rnd

this young lady, the architect, said to
POLR AN LONCRETE NOW

the Germang, don't (ﬁe?-s'b&ﬂil,\because it's

still too soft, @nd ne 1mmed1ah“&\'h1

SNELL.~
her over the head and he said ¥SF=CEEAR)

MAKE FAST AND POLR = We put the footing and we start raising
= \
THE CONCRETE | — the barracks,Bnd as we =E S_t; the

bar'racksl after a few days a corner caved
ing Q}d she was called to look at that

corner, and she sald 1n that corner 1 told
PooR L
you not to (ﬁw),\that we have to

do a little deeper dlggm So they called
S UEINEVERELUETE TV D&
her (ReZ=SEEiR), and he shot her‘ on the
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119/1 CONT.
AMON GOETH
JON: That was EME) Goet
Wwd shot her?
BHon GOSTH,
MURRAY: T Was BREE) right.
Immediately I saw it with my own eyes
&_ ——
that ( g,ih\e had a dog with him

and he shot her on the spot,it was also
another engineer, Greenberg, but him he
always he will not shoot him, he will
beat him up, every time .He was also

- tremendous good engineer.

JON: Mr. Pantirer tell

me about the time when you were orderd into
a party to make a garden for the marshall
of Krakov, what happened there when someone
tried to escape. Perhaps youmight start
that by sayinghl was in a group that had

to work outside the camp, someone escaped

n
we came back and so on.
7

MURRAY: We - we were a group
of boys that we always built, worked outside,
BHRR ACKE L BAY i

We were called (BAME)pand all work that if
it wasn't time to build barracks, we took
the Jewish tombstone and we lay it out

. . AXoy GocTH
for sidewalks, Bne day in 1943 (MAMF) Gemt
received that a new commander, it will be
like a new provost marshalZ over the entire
city of Krakow, came in, Xf I'm not mistaken

his name was Frank.

JOE: Let's just start
again because it wasn't Frank, because
Frank was there already. But er it

doesn't matter. If you could just start

W ay
it by saying (M’&,\got an order.

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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ANOV GoeTh

MURRAY : (FEE) GER, knew ... -
.
JON: After I've finished L

speaking Mr. Pantirer because remember
I explained how we're going to cut my i

questions out right.

AMoV Goeth
MURRAY: (%2mE) Gz:g\got an
order that a new commander for the town :
OV (oETH L
of Krakow came in. <=t tried to o

‘make him like a present} he took out E~
50 boys,they were loaded up on trucks and
we load top soil and we went to the villa :
tomake him a new garden, a garden of %
flowers Bnd as a matter of fact I have to |
say, that over there we were not treated

bad, we got food, we got er they even gave
us a few cigarettes, One night after, like
2 or 3 days, one of the boys had escaped,

hﬁen he escaped we came into the camp and
they start countinquthey count us every

night.

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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JON: I'11l ask you the
question Mr. Pantirer, don't worry. Tell
me again the story about ¢

giving the present and what happened

after that.
MURRAY: a When a new commander
came in to Krako% St TOOk out

50 boys, I was one among them, and we
went out tomake a garden, and as a matter
-of fact when we worked on the garderSthey
fed us better than in camp, Bnd on the
second dax’on the way home, one boy had
escaped,&nd when we came in to the gate$
and they start counting us and they saw

. GeeTH
enter and they call (ki Gert, Ge:?hcame
down with a few SS and he was fuming,OWRUNG
where's the 507 Bnd we act that we don't g
know, really didn't know, gg;couldn‘tSK¥(1¥“¥T
wWE $ew !-HM ESChPE,
RSEmGfik ) o he took eve {/ second one,

HAND
25 or 24 one to the rlghﬁkand one to the

there was only 49, thgy wouldn't let us

left, and was shooting them on the spot,
Qnd he says, that's what's happening if any
one of you ever escape,&nd we make ourselves
almost like a promise, that we are
responsible for our friends, thow can we
save one life and put in jeopardise 25
or even maybe more, &t that's why we did
not escape.

AMow
JON: " Mr. Pantir‘er; EHAME )
%éé%:was also in charge of the liquidation
of the ghetto in Krakow'and I know that
you lost some members of your family
during that, I wonder if you could tell me

a bit about that by saying something like

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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AroN
JON CONT: (W) SGewt was in
charge of the ligquidation of the ghetto
in March 1943, and then tell me about
what happened to your family.

MURRAY: In March of 1943
it was an order probably that the Krakow
Y,
ghetto had to be liquidated, SO MH'E'?
GoETH
Ger’(ahlmself‘ with his SS men was in charge,

M1 men and woman who were young, who

-could pass by as good workers,or they

work for the Germans, they were put in on
truck loads and were driven e-St t ismmw
(aE8) . Elderly woman, children, sick
people were shot on\jp‘? srfgac’rand the g

were bﬁ%ﬁ'?mto our camp in Plashow,

I myself, with a group of other boys, had

to unload the people who were shot, zma =W
one case we asked a German, because a young

kid was there and he wasn't dead yet and

s
we asked,would you give a cteatmee ) — GENQDE

-=
a kindness so we will not bury kfa alive -
- VR A5 s

Bnd he said,throw it in,it's a FRSECEERR |

it's a shame to waste a bullet B that

Mmgwe had to pour gasoline

over them, and we kept on burning them,

My 2 brothers and a sister who, wg;nLEthey

ligquidated from the place we llved,s:my

2 brothers and sisters came into the ghetto
BLOon

Bnd being that they were &eewm hair, blue

eyes, they could pass for Poles, @nd they

nid in that ghetto for & dayg and when

it got guiet, when everybody got, the

ghetto was literally liquidated, they came

out from a bunker and they struggling to

defense - going over on the other side,

and mind you 1&eghetto was no more patrolled

by the SS, it was patrolled by the Polish

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primdPPgodeb@,mqt h8s ﬁ&%%&}qchg&]é& ?o?@&&}irﬁé%ﬁz&g%. my
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MURRAY: on the truck, into the
egfu‘:&kpand we had to wthem. After the
war I came to Krakow and I tried to find
that Polish policeman who did it, “There
would be nobody who would come forward ‘

to be a witness.
TALKING TOGETHER

JON: You also lost your
.mother and father in similar circumstances
didn't you.

MIERKIW/
MURRAY: In 1942, in ()
there was the final solution,what they
call it,from all small little towns, They
gathered around the rest of the Jewish
people, those who were hidden, those who
were in certain areas that they were
not liguidated or send away the first time,
My rather and mother, the youngest sister
and thecxggyéﬁfg—brother, thehﬁsfmans

put themhon an area in the nénk in the
middle of the town,and they asked the man
to go to one side and the woman and children
on the others;:, p'eople knew that the men
will go to a camp to work,and my father
had decided that he will not leave my
mother, my brother and a sister, Re went
over on the other side, and my mother was
holding a child in her hand and my father
was holding a child in her nand find they
shot them on the spot, I know b= for a
facg because a few days later people who
knew my father and mother came to the

camp and they told me the story, Ehey were
crying, thggfelt that they had neglected)
and they felt that my father was like a

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the prlmérgggurgeL,'§r$oR|?has n%tlbkegn (?hegkegd?o\' spe I(ljng%?g&ursac&.he
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MURRAY: insanity of it, that we
the innocent felt guilty what the murderers

did to us.

JON: In August, I beg your
. AMD
pardon, in May of 1944 (NAME) e=rt held
G-ESUND ry BeTIoN
L= =

something called a | a
health action in -~ in Plashows.,l wonder if

you can tell me what you remember of that?

MURRAY: I remember it very
perfectly, dn May, the first week in May,
we were called up again in that mwﬁl
and we were checked out by Jewish and German
doctors.’Ebey worked together and markers

were put, certain markers, and nobody had

any idea what was for, W& were put up on
certain lists, I had my older brother with

me then,but he had a scratch on his, here =

on the throat, I was marked - he was marked

- he was registerediEhe following week we

ROPELPLAT
were called ain on that same (meE) and
_ aitag)
it was (NoP=ttMeRd and the loud speakers
were speaking »\and they took away

all the childrenffhey took away at that
time a cousin of mine, a box and a cousin, a
girl, and they took away my brother.1fhey
took away a few hundred people, and those
people that he felt did no more good any
more to do any work, they took them to
Auschwitz and .immediately they were put

in the oven in Auschwitz, 8nd that's how I
have lost my - the older brother, whom I
was in camp with him together all this time,
was nothing wrong with him, was a good
worker, just that he had that mark - shet §

scratch.

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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JON: You then must have

heard shortlx,in August 1944, you may remember
there was the shipment of people away again
from Plashow and there was the big train

load of people being sent, and on that

occasion you saw Oscar Schindler didn't

you, Mow I wonder if you could tell me

about that story, starting something like !
1y b
in August 1944 a lot of people were sent !

away and they were loaded into the cars,
and then if you want to tell me how - what

- happened.

MURRAY : In August of 1944 1

at that time being that I was from the

_ [?QEQAC\:.E\J BAY
first encamp, and (¥&H®E) had finished, I

received a job to work in a kitchen,
and probably that's how it saved me, I was
very hungry, very pale, but 1 started
working in the kitchen. An order came l
in 1944, in August, to start the kettles in Lo
the kitchen boilingi‘&’?er again, Wé had
already served the people in campland we L
were told that this is food for people ;5;
who are loaded up in the cattle cars |
HATTHALVSEN,
and that they are on their way to Fﬁ#ﬁs)
Most of these people were people from
Plashow, and also a transport from the
(M). The people were there for
%/3 days, locked up the doors, and Oscar
Schindler found out that they're there
without food and the heat of the sun is
burning on those, on the roof of the car,

Me came with this car with cigarrettes,

whiskey, chocolates,and probably money
AtMON GoETH

too and he gave to (KANWE) &Se¥t and he

told them that this is people who are

very good trained and we are need those

people for the war machine.

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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INTERVIEW WITH MURRAY PANTIRER.

JON: Mr. Pantirer, when was the.. when

was the first time that you ever heard of

Pscar Schindler?

MR. PANTIRER: In August of 1944, when i
SRR v
they load up the people from (#&ME) 1nto the
NATTHRLSEN
car loads, and to take them away to medé—houses.

An order came in the kitchen, that we should
prepare some food, and when we - people who ]

worked in the kitchen together with me, were

carrying the kettles with soap, down where
the car loads were standing, I saw and I
observed Oscar Schindler, and I was told that
for two days the people were there without
any sanitation facilities, and without any
food, that he had bribed e S tota
them that this is people, that he need them
for work, for the war machine,, that they are
good people, and good workers, So they opened -if;
up the doors, we fed the people, and they were
so hot, you can seen the Eiéﬁiﬂisin their face,
that Schindler himself has directed the group
when we were finished with feeding them, to
lay water hoses and we were.. One was standing
up on top, and we were water hosing the roofs
of the cars, so that the people will get some
relief. I couldn't believe with my own eyes,

a man in civilian clothes, a beautiful person,
that he will do that kind of a kindness to us.

I wasn't used to that kind of thing.

JON: It must have been quite dangerous

GoSTH o
because there was @ert who you've described
as a fanatical killer, a man who shoots people

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the pri%gry Emcés QHJ. it ﬁ)afs n%pt?eequ%ﬂ]eec{getd’fora s%gllir%eor;%cgﬂ?ascy.a
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JON: civilian ordering something which

was very dangerous, no?

MR. PANTIRER: It was, and to this day,
I really don't know how he got away with it,
But it must have been a certain challenge to
this man, that he couldn't stand that another

human being innocently should suffer.

JON: . How did you yourselfl

get on to Schindler's list?

MR. PANTIRER: In October of 1944, there
was almost a liquidation of the camp Plashows
The Germans as a rule did not want tc leave

any prisoners, any people in their concentration
camps while the Russians were coming nearer;.So
they try moving us, they moved us J'.mmew'
In GrossRosfen, it was a political camp. As

far as I remember GrosSRosgen absolutely did
not have beds. In Grossﬂosfen you were sitting
on the floor,like sitting down, one into the
other, like sardines in a can, @nd if you were
lucky, they put in three, four, the most five
days,a call came that somewhere in Germany,
they need fifty, a hundred or a thousand
workers, then you were saved. If on the other
hand an order did not come out, then you were
put down, there you had in GrossRosgen a

gas chambers where they would gas people. 1
myself when I was taken into GrossRosgen, I

was taken into a doctor, and am:on my

body was put down. I had no idea what that
marker was for. As a matter of fact, they

parade me a few times to give me showers, to
AT WARTE R

showht£a£=£he=ue£d on my shoulders, and they
éggygroup of people, some of them were Polish
WRESHW

people, who make the uprising, not the enes
T O
pemetmer, that was an uprising in Warsaw....

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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JON: ﬁot to worry about that
so much, um.. let me ask you another question,
a different question, um.. you are described
on the list as being a metal worker,‘ér what
I would like you to do,is to start your answer
w
by saying on the list next to my name they
say I'm a metal worker, but I never did anything
"

to do with metal, and then say that you don't

know how you got on to the list, which is what
you were saying to me downstairs a few moments
ago.... So if you want to start by saying...

©w n

I'm described on the‘list as a metal worker...

MR. PANTIRER: When we were in GrossRosser
a4 list came that Oscar Schindler had prepared
MASEL
to (H¥aME) Goldberg, and he evenc$e could not
=

have saved the Jews from (®&ME), because they

AUSEN A ;
went already tqhtﬁﬁﬂgﬂ but he was inclined, e
nhe was so dedicated to save some kind of Jews, :

RAWNLLT L .

that he went to ?gﬂg‘s‘\Czethoslovakl% and

he persuade the German hierarchy that he would
be able to build ammunition factory, if he
could only get a thousand men, So a list was
made, and on my list, on this list, I saw my
name and two others, my date of birth, the

€
number that I had in Grossapsfen,hconcentration

of a_ | 2~
‘7,:{_]0 2/2\ a metal sheet wor‘ker'.//l give you my word,

1
£
B
camp number, and as proof, it!'s written down-— P
b
]
I never put it down, I was never a metal {
i

worker, as you heard from my experience,
] CohreNBAL
that I went to camp being a )
builder, then later I worked in the kitchen,
<f I would be some kind of a fanatic or would
be years back, I would say that an angel
flew down, marked down my name. Till this
day, till this day I have no idea, @ind being

QRUNNLLT
that I was on the list, I came to ?:h%) %

SEVED SAVED
and I was sese, @nd while I was égﬁe, that's

why I dedicate my life to tell the story and

to try, not so much for the Jewish people. 1
am more than sure that our President Kennedy
said 'if you fool me once, it's your fault,
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MR. PANTIRER: if you fool me twice,
it's my fault being a fool. The Jewish people
know already well, that we must hav%'\af Is'ag?
WAthout the State of Israel, if we had a State
of Israel prior to the holocaust, there would
never have been a holocaust, Bnd we know that
we have to put our faith, as far as the Jewish
people, in our own hands, but I would like to
tell the story, I would like it to be documented,
for the sake of any human being, may it be
coloured, may it be in China, may it be in
Biafra, or any place in the world, that as
long as I live, I want to pass the word that

a genecide, or holocaust should not happen to

wORW
any human being in this word. "

JON: : What do you think the

lesson for the rest of the world of Oscar

MR. PANTIRER: The lesson of Oscar
Schindler is that in the darkest days, you still
find a human being who feels it's worthwhile

to jeopardise his own life, not to take away
somebody else's life, or better yet to save
somebody else's life. Our lessons about the
holocaust is to learn that when you have a
dictator, the English word for it is 'chop

him down at the butt', at the very early stage,
when a law is taking away, even from only ten
people among millions, protect that law, Xf you
don't protect the law of ten, then the law will

be taken away of a thousand, then of a million.

JON: Why do you think Oscar
Schindler did what he did?

MR. PANTIRER: A question of that was
asked of him by the New York Times correspondent
in 1969, when he came the first time to New
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MR. PANTIRER: " stand the killing. I
looked at them, I want you to understand that
he had a rapport with the people. When he
took over the factory in )} he did not
chase the Jews - the owners out, he worked
with the owners, énd he came across bookeepers,
and other people, and he saw that we are
regular human beings, innocent people. We're
not revolutionaires, we didn't fight, we were
law abiding citizens, 50 to him, it was almost
like a challenge, Bhd you must also say, maybe
it is the hand of God in it that a person like

that was sent out to be able to do so much.

JON: How do you think he was

able to do what he was able to do?

MR. PANTIRER: He was always had an

awful lot of money, he was involved with a

lot of charm, maybe some Germans

7]

ne brived
with money, maybe with some diamonds, maybe
with women, but he done it. He - it's
. . . RINNWIT2-
remarkable that in his camp in iﬂﬁﬁt\he
was not satisfied with one thousand men, he
went to Auschwitz and he got out three hundred
REMYTE
women, and he brought them to ) and 1 am
making a statement that those women never worked.
What they did, he went into factories that they
had wool, and they were working on making
sweaters and clothes for the men who worked in
the factory. I have to bring out one more thing,
for Oscar Schindler and his wife. In February,

of 1945 a call came in from theCzech railroad

people...... y STOR"\’_
THE Goles28w BESEC ——
JON: AU A Were you there at the

@ME) .. when they brought the people out?

Let me ask you a separate question about that

then. Um...

CUT
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JON: Mr. Pantirer, we're

going to talk about the peopleB the Hungarian
Jews in the cattle truck er at LNAHgﬂjL and
I wonder if you could just start by saying
what you saw yourself when you went down to

those cattle trucks?

MR. PANTIRER: I remember in the beginning
VLT
of 1945 a call had come into BS——E-L-’H%)
™

Camp. They were cattle cars, people were loaded
up and they were put in a siding in a site

about twenty, twenty-five kilometres away from
our camp. The Germans needed the engines, who
were pulling those peoplg for some other things,
for people.. for their own usage, so they left
the people on the side of a siding. The
moaning and the smell was almost like unbearable
so the Czechs who worked on the railroad had
calied down to our camp saying that there are
some people, and if Oscar Schindler will

accept them. He said 'by all means'yes', and
our camp had also a siding, a raijlroad siding,
so they were brought in to a railroad siding,
and a few of us were called down there. We
worked for hours with picks, shovels, we poured
hot water, the car loads were frozen complete
frozen. When we finally opened one up, and

we ran to grab somebody who we see was in pain,
we, excuse me for the expression, but I cannot
say it any other ways than what I saw, is

when we 1ift them up, is the skin of their
behind was frozen, was ripped, and they were
screaming and yelling, hd when we saw the

pain, we worked slowly, and we had to watch

too much of hot water, than we would bring them,
too little, it didn't help, Ehowly we got out
maybe thirty-five. Out of the thirty-five
about twenty some were put.. first all twenty-
five were put down on a make-shift like er

NKENHRUS
a ggﬂ%%éag—heaseg like a place, a hospital,
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MR. PANTIRER: a makeshift end up camp.
Mrs. Schindler was cooking for those people

hot cereal every morning, @hd she ask, and I
was sometimes among the boys, that would ask
from the camp, we should carry the heavy pots
and she will ask us, She was crying like a
little baby, and she will ask us to feed, and
she brought to life twenty gcg:‘zcgf this Hungarian
Jews. They didn't work one day?izggher January
or February, ggg-in 1945, in May, when we

were liberated, twentyi;;g:of this people

were nourished back to life, a hundred percent

from death, extermination.

JON: Let me take you back just
a second, and if you could describe to me what
the people looked like when you opened up the

and what your reaction was when you saw

what they looked like and what.. ogg%euﬁsze

Schindler was there, wasn't he, and what you
remember, if you remember anything of what

Schindler's reaction was?

MR. PANTIRER: The reaction was that
we...(f%%%R d???ﬁﬁ).. when we opened up the
cars, we couldn't believe our own eyes, even
been in camp ourselves, what can happen to
human beings. You couldn't almost see no meat
on the people, all bones, and their eyes were
bulging out, they couldn't even move.’Ehey

had to be carried, and of course the smell,
because tﬁere'were so many that the sanitation
things happened inside in that carload, and
there were so many dead among them, Xt was
Schindler himself, I remember it was.. was
cursing and said 'how can a human being do
such a thing to another human being, @nd he
couldn't take it, he couldn't stand it, he
moved away, and he said 'save as many as you
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JON: After the war, you and
your partners really dedicated yourselves to
commerating the name of Oscar Schindler, and
you're in the building trade, and so perhaps
you could give me a little bit which says)
‘we're §$27. my partners and I who were saved
by Schindler, are now in the building trade,

and whenever we build in a town, we name, we
[

insist, as part of the contract, that we name...

something like that...

MR. PANTIRER: Myself and my partners,
Qe are building in the State cf New Jersey,
and we made ourselves like a promise that
whenever we start off a lay-out of a project,
with new streets, we name in that particular
town, we name a street after Oscar Schindler,
we would like to remember the kindness that
Oscar did to us, and we would like also people
to remember, So we havq’l could name you,
probablx half a dozen to a dozen towns, and

I already, my children are in business with
me, and my partneré children, and I already
told them that any new town that they will be
building, may it be townhouses, or one family

houses, please name Oscar Schindler.

JON: Um.. you also have
dedicated the scholarship, haven't you? Perhaps

you could tell me a bit about that?

MR. PANTIRER: When, very often we would
have meet Oscér Schindler in Israel, and my
partner andrgs,\ w!: ask Oscar Schindler, what
can we do for you? He said money I don't
need, what you can do is,my heart is in the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, So we railse
some money, we give money ourselves, and we
dedicated an Oscar Schindler Scholarship, and

every year, €r.. under-privileged student
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MR. PANTIRER: from Israel gets the
scholarship and .. to the Hebrew University,
@nd the Hebrew University is sending us to

us a letter, the name is, sometimes even a
personal letter from the student who receives

the scholarship.

JON: Con't you think it's
strange that Oscar Schindler who was a Nazi
a German, blond, blue eyes should have done

what he did?

MR. PANTIRER: Zt's.. you're always
gonna say like it's pure speculation, but you
put things together, and in my mind, I made

up my mind after really sitting with him for
hours, and drinking with him, and almost being
drunk with him, that Cscar Schindler at the
very beginning, in '38 and '39, Nazism and

the giznggf—was for Lim a kind of a power,
fnd he, there's no guestion about it, he was
the only, among.. you nave to understand that
the &gigEZS?EQT;ilitary)had taken over Poland,
but only a few months after the military had
occupied Poland, that =z special elit% a
special group, and most of them were SS, were
brought in to Cracow, wWarsaw and Poland and
they had er.. they were given the authority to
take over Jewish factcries, Jewish stores, and

SNAUR
Oscar Schindler got tr.e factory of the (W&HE)

He didn't get that because he was not in the
Party, he must have been in the Party, but as
time came along, I am convinced that the man

had a heart of gold, =he man could not stand

the killing, and somewhere he felt what the
Nazi's stand for is not right, @nd what they're
doing to people, happen to be Jewish people, anc
I want to make something very clear to the
people, when they would have been finished with
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MR. PANTIRER: " wars, go into Europe,
he would have done the same thing with the
Slaviks, he would have done to other people, b
the fact that he had started with the Gypsies, .
and the Hungarians, @nybody who wouldn't be

in their mind a pure éﬁiﬁﬁi”they would have
liquidated, so in.. he_did not approve of that
part of the Nazismf*=; when he was outiggg4g%t
a little bit too deep, I want to submit to
you,that in $§$:£i§g1ahile we were there for
six or seven months, not one single piece of
ammunition went out from that camp. When
inspectors came in, he would wink a little

Bit with the eyes to us when we worked in

the factory, and he will tell them 'this is
almost ready, this“ggi;gggy', and there's even
talk that he went out and he bought from a
factory two car loads of hand grenades saying
that they were done by us. To him, it was

a kind maybe.. say, a challenge, I would say it
was strictly humaniterian, #e couldn't stand
that one human being should do a harm to

another human being.

JON: Mr. Pantirer thank you very much

indeed.

CUT
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