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'SCHINDLER® : 74€ O/ !
SLATE 14 TAKE 1
INTERVIEW HENRY ROSNER

0

JON BLAIR: Henry, going back to when
you were in the camp at 4«wE) DHS20W

HENRY: Yeah.

JON: Did you used to play in

prison clothes, or what?

HENRY: No, no, I got special
permission to have a special luggage which opens.

I got full dress, I got tuxedo, I got STREET suit.
So.whenever I played to the Commandant I use one of

ARl .
those three, never Ez:lsoner's . ) ...
DEPENDS WRETIKIND oF PRETY wWhS

Andk(w just called the

police, and they told me .= KOSNER - come down

<

that's it. Usually after killings, to clear his
. - Ebg gFT\-\-E TIHE WE
conscience ) call us, for

not long, But parties we'd play for very long.

JON: What kind of man was the
Commandant?_

CuhNGERBLE
HENRY: He was er a man ver =-255)

Y
ngK—CHPMELh—_ON IS THE RIGHT WerD? M
. unbalanced. 1 suspect he was (HAT

&OEEQ?R‘)SON" .'Df suspectio Anyway, he never knew what was,
because some - sometimes he called me and he was pretty
drunk. He wear the jacket just here - the belt with
the gun, and here he carried another gun m hlS right
pocket. Sometime without er expecting - s-tee-ped—t
someone, he said, why don't you look at me? Boom.

Why don't -“é“‘gon't - - ;:go?olook at me.?'\escc?’ge
got & dog, this big doberman, called Rolph. The
prisoner had to say, “Hseg-g Rolph - Mr Rolph. So once I
come to him he was drunk (NOT CLEAR) .... I come
with my brother Leo, and he says, Rolph - bite him -
get him - get him! And then (GROWLS) ... I felt
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SCHINDLER - :
SLATE 14 TAKE 1 - INTERVIEW HENRY ROSNER CONT'D

I Shrs
HENRY: CONT'D ...Are you afraid?A No.

That's my boy. Takesme and give me a drink (NOT

CLEAR) ... Can you imagine how I play? I told my
~WHTTCH ME

brother (¥&HE) ... And I played, you know, the

violin, usually it's a vibration, very quickly, but

it was very slowly, but I did it and was happy to be

alive after I left. But my - my ggggggeéfr hEes

MY WORST CoNtTRACT (N "

GEERR) .. p my life!

JON: What kind of people used to
go to the parties at the villa?

HENRY: Mostly officers.

JON: Can you just say that again
after I've finished. ......

HENRY : Mostly officers went to the

party. Sometime some big-shot civilians and sometime
German woman. Sometimes Polish girls and er that was

it.

JON: Did you see Oscar Schindler

there often?
HENRY: Very often.

JON: Just - if you could say....

CREPR SCHUDLER WHS AT THE PRRTIES VERY
OPTEN -oud  thown il fie u&i=%§c@3 cbheuk  cue Qf
ose  ocunsiens -

HENRY: Oscar Schindler was very often,.

JON: HovD 6NV —

~ This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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SCHINDLER
SLATE 14 TAKE 1 - INTERVIEW HENRY ROSNER CONTD
IO AND HENRY TR FOR & Bir —

HENRY: PGB e e ARG~ She -
JON: PRy
HENRY: Oscar Schindler was very

often at the parties. He liked very much my music,
he was very musical - very musical, and whatever he

asked I knew, and especially he liked the song 'under...

JON: Don't worry about the song,
tell me about Oscar being at the party.

HENRY: And he sympathised very nuch
- sympathised very much with me. And once there was z

- how you call it - a police concert and they looks for
&b2th  — 1V cwc.usu -'me RhRo2Q
W\-\-ﬁ —— And er they went to the
OLLRARS
camp, they took NeT—GEERR=> ... d-?La.man.ds, gold,

anything that was valuable, they took away. And I

¢ THERS
played this nlght.?ay- Commandant, and Schindler was -

ne Cvﬁ\'\_ ME & TP

he knew what was going on. He—weu&d—keepbcgle big
2Loty Bl « B TWAS A poRTLONE -
-}:@—-(-NOT—-G-I:EA-R—) +hat—was—fortunrate

five hundred

I E T WRSTHE RICHEST ONE N THE LAdER
or us, HNOFT-GHEARF . A So - and then
MOl
he tried to get me tom and he asked the

SRR o e e
Commandant. The Commandant . But what

Goetriyd G—RVC ™HT — GOBTU
happened -at HAMET . .a_ g5 - get - sent some

soldiers to the war (-NGT—-G-I:EA-R—)‘ . And eventually
TW\$ soldier knew about get - he got once a whole train
from Switzerland with sugar for the prisoners. He
sold it on the black market, so he was arrested. He
was arrested. He F4?ﬂa-‘x§-‘5u701‘1t‘,.r\;t‘}g‘c-:lﬂindlelr'. He put me on
the list and I got out. It - my wife and my brother
and his wife, he got out and he came to tNAME GRoSS

RN RRST, TN BRINNWTZ.,

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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B GUN,

4,
SCHINDLER
SLATE 14 TAKE 1 - INTERVIEW HENRY ROSNER CONTD
JON: I'11 come to that in a minute,

but tell me a little bit - there was the party one night
where you were being-- you were having to play ¥AdE=
" GlooNYy SONOAY™
THAT
HENRY: o Oh yes. ¥ was on his
1Y)

birthday, awd his birthday, so - and it was his
birthday - and hiscgérthday was - I got the permission

THERS LSS LN
from POET™ o (NOR-CLEAE) ... with one (SRS
S.S which was a baritonétﬁg%autiful singer. And he
was driving in the car, the chauffeur, and he was W
naturally; we came to Schindler party. He was a little

bit high. He look and er - Fuhrer's picture - and look

at-me, takes the chair ands%cg’aéfzéotp:o— —t'kll‘:’élg\::;\e)(ie
1ift the chair - my heart (NoF—GhE&R> ...

gonna kill him! Then he turn - he broke that chair
like &het - matchbox - you know. But he said what he

meant, you know - wanted to show me that he's not

sympathising with him. I was enchanted.

JON: What about the time when you
PLAS20W

were at (Ha&MB) ... and you were playing at the

party and the officer wanted you to play 'Gloomy Sunday'

more and more times?

HENRY : S fae way owe offices - T could
. Ir WhAS

see that he was very unhappy. I suspectedh§ome love
affair. Anyway he asked me to play, onge more - once

yway piay, NBnon beet
more, maybe 15 times, and er I knew thatA: Temsome® 1iked
it very much, but he got enough, he showed to me - 35
CeRl -
ugéfizﬁ;zchedn And I was - I played so much - so many
times, the melody, I tried to get the point why so many
people commit suicide, and I start to suggest when so
many people commit suicide, why don't this guy commit
suicide? And a few minutes later he goes to the balcon

RLUS AL
and I hear a shot. The Commandant comes out. Gut - eut!

O
Now go with the %E-)Q And the m& was known -
OocroR

if somebody went to the HfMEs~ ... usually he got shot,

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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SCHINDLER
SLATE 14 TAKE 1 - INTERVIEW HENRY ROSNER CONTD

HE WAS R BLACK LNLEORM —

HENRY: (CONT'D)... ts—a—ANOT-CEEARS . ..

SS up,g&mlmsé I went t and I prepared myself 1f t
ent ou ed m - myself - ge
N - PLNG- —RD TUE BLOK E (rgDES
maybe outside the camp .. (Ol eChhbdRe ... I maeee DON'rT

\T. cue
KwoOws nothing about -LN-OT—G-EEA-E)ENOT Q'ive minutes and

this officer said nothing happened. I started to run

up the cinders to the - to the barracks, and the first
thing I went to my wife to say that I'm alive, and
that was it. The next day some Polish fellow came to
the HL?%%EK and he got a - a German newspaper
and I knew his name - of this officer - and I saw his
nam;r:pﬁ; fall for the Fatherland.

dJON: [z You'd played this man to
death, hadn't you?

HENRY: (LAUGHING) (NOT CLEAR)

he kill me for it.

JON: Now when you were on the list
BRINNUTZ.
to go to - to CHAME) and you were lining up to go

to (@4&"“’: something happened to you, didn't it?

THERE oreeeR
HENRY: Er trat was one efbie
WHHC
(NOT—CrE AR recognised I play for the Commandant

ddwt want to let me out, §o later I came again once
more time with a different guy. He didn't recognise me.
And I put my violin under the coat, you see. And er
there was another prisoner, I got another violin, cheap
one, who put also the violin under the coat. And er

_ , fcecoRDiong |
my son came with - with er with the :

wWAS
Nobody SRaid nothing. Agd then came luckily to - to
3 Y In (WEMET .p. they told us whatever is
. = ™E WAR YoL &
valuable, put it here Hm-&ﬁiﬁz“. BP-CK,YO eT

Anyway I came and I got a bright idea, I said that

PccoRp oy

the violin and the ... belongs to Mr. Schindler.
(VIS g .
Then - and I came to - to m) tYhen Schindler

saw me, W& was shaved here about 2 inches, you know,
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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SCHINDLER
SLATE 14 TAKE t - INTERVIEW HENRY ROSNER CONTD

HENRY: (CONT'D).. to make it difficult to
escape, and on the coat you've got painted cross - a

MR . o
red cross. hDe—sadil Rosner(z where is your violipn?

WHEer { ROLNER WITHOOT BN MIOWNT
e said, Tz Re he said.- be—HHME

HUerr DU GESPACWT — Yyou should have said that the violqi‘\l’n belongs -~ belongs
e

to me. I did so. Good. Meantim ht%ey send me to

Auschwitz,mmwggt I am no more alive. So
he said to my wife they would have the violin. Some
other guy played the violin, once Re#=the party there -
and he said to my wif‘Lee:‘i(t's the same violin but
different tone. And then after the war when she met
him in Prague - Czbkehoslovakia....

ToN!- JUST nold oV A sSec —

CUT

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.




http://collections.ushmm.org

Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection 7 4 OO/I
i
7.
SCHINDLER
SLATE 15 TAKE 1
INTERVIEW HENRY ROSNER CONTD
JON: Henry, taking you back to

a little bit from what we were talking about, tell me

G-R0SS Resew
what happened in (-N*Hé ... ' You lost your violin,
didn't you?
HENRY: So yes, I lost the violin,

because I said it belongs to the Schindler. When I

LAY, e B
came back to B&ME-}

GRS
is violin? And I said I left it in M§ ROS?N

He said, why didn't you say the violin belongs to me?
T shy I did so. Good. Meantime I was sent - my son - _to
- SLBE T B
Auschwitz. After a few months he was (W% )

no more alive. There was some party over there and

there was somebody who played the violin, he lend him

the violin. And then he said to my wife it's the same

violin but different tone. And then after the war,

] ] . DhcwAu

when my wife found out that I'm alive in ..

she couldn't er - she couldn't go normal by train, you

£ COMBINATION Wt _

know, she had ... A, train, carriages with the -
CAPTAMN

with the cars, She met some American eeupte Shen —HAMES

you know, spoke Polish and she went to Prague,

Czechoslovakia, ®nd there she met Schindler and said

133\
I have something for you from your late husband.,\%e

AccoRlDIoN
gave her the violin and a.aca.mmiug.f‘rom my brother Leo
LTTUs ACLoRDION.

and from my son €¥MEr ... Then somebody told my wife

JON: Let me sto ou for a z
' P Yo ress RoSEN |

second. Oscar got your violin back from &@MEr ...

didn't he?

HENRY: JI& =T A ey, yeah.

JON: Could you say that... |

LWwHEN T WENT TO AuschwiTz, OSKHR |

SCRINOLER TOOK. THE TRovBUS TO &ET

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. I“\?}t mgim%sougg, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. !
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8.
SCHINDLER _ |
SLATE 15 TAKE 1 - INTERVIEW ROSNER CONT'D
HENRY: wHeEN I went to - no, I went to
whetw T WHRS (N —-\N—
- While I was in Auschwitz).... Can I start now?

When I was in Auschwitz Oscar tried to get the violin

AVQ ACCORDION
am back. And later I found out he got it

AW LIT2
back. But I was - I wasn't any more in %§1M84 '
So he said to my wife here's the instrument, and he

let play someone else on the violin.

JON: That's fine. How come you

got sent back to Auschwitz? Why did you get sent to

Auschwitz?

HENRY: Because of the - as part of
the boys.

JON: Tell me the story from the

start, because now we're filming ...

HENRYS N RPPEL —f MoRwinEy 0 01 Of tress DRYS
O F—CLEAR e and er Lﬁzpoki’the Commandant,

his name was Lie bk&... Commandant of the S.S. -

he said)all fathers with sons come out. And nine of

us came - maybe ten or twelve SS soldiers with guns,
ready to shoot. They took us this way to the railway
station. They put us in a train, third class, you know,

and people around - they were looking - What's that?

TMWEY BuEsTARNDER
What's that? #e said - he—said—tiHMES- .. that
meangﬁ%ebels. So one lady asked, and the little one?

(3
It was my nephew, he was at the time six years old, a

child. She said - he was very embarrased, he didn't

give her any answer. Now, that acticon was very interest-
ing, because some woman - they move - and some were
e(’é‘é’ﬁg”- an apple - a piece of PRETZ - You could see
all human reockon - all kinds?fﬂiverybody was so bad,
@nd while we were driving - the train - not driving -

I was in the train, my son said to me, daddy, you know,

so sorry that you have to die because of me,

. : . 1 am
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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9.
SCHINDLER )
SLATE 15 TAKE 1 - INTERVIEW ROSNER CONTD |
B
HENRY: (CONT'D)... because I am a child.
WWEW ' THE SHRG-E PNT
Aré:l‘ trem he said that, I noticed that er NAME)
S
t-h.i.?Chr'ist he has come down,- Ee said do you understand?
KFTOWSLE

He said, yes, I understand. I'm from Gatheties-and I

T N ‘FED LOEE BDoroR

know you.p qu%-peng-n%-l-r' rom (NAME% N b & -
NV RATOWACSZE ,
&-e%he-hc‘a”‘ And he start to quiet me down. Don't ‘

worry, you will survive the war. He said - so

sympathetic - so my brother-in-law &HMBY of
\Crh AR
er hLN ask him would you be so kind,
} 1S TARING S
because he mentioned that he - he had—boen—asked to
. . BTRINNVLITZ
Auschwitz and taking the wom@n to bRikEms—- knowing

our wives are going to be ther‘e.s: He took a letter -

I wrote a letter to my wife too and I wrote it er
wWE m..aesov c-o-\--ﬁ\-\. NLUMGERS SHOLWD EWD
NEF—CEEAR.) and the war,; asd very soon,

‘Qg w N WReKeWw .
if survive ke meets - meet each other akd-tNAMES f
IN FLORENTZD STREET 5
and [NAMES thees - 32. So now my - my son

noticed in Auschwitz that some movements under the
Ses Soue LROIES LEGS |

trains could saue - laid his-legs - he got some

feeling and he start to whistle, (WHISTLE:S) = oV
<o S\>=-N B

signal.p My sister had a NOFEEEARY ... she looked

at a crack in the - in the wall of the train - it was
a train for horses, and she noticed my son and her son,
so she calls my wife and my wife saw my son - she B
became hysterical. She start to knock on the door, :
CIRMAN whiS ST —
so the Gererad saldkte-me—(-ﬁe%-ehﬁ-ﬂ'ﬂ-)' What's
happened? SHe said, listen. I see this - my son -
maybe I see him the last time in my life - please let
me out. He said, alright, go down under the train,
make believe you're doing something - you know. So he
said - my son - look mum we've got the numbers, we're
going be alive. And daddys by work, in a few minutes
Wit
he's coming back. He run to the entrance :\?de came,
oK.
he said, daddy, daddy, mummy s here. And I saw my wife,
with the hands I got klsssﬂ Aﬁ I could see that er

she's alive. And then they went. That was 1it.

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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10.
SCHINDLER )
SLATE 15 TAKE 1 INTERVIEW ROSNER CONTD'
JON: . She was saved by Schindler?
HENRY :- ' J0 ¥es. She - I know that she
went to Schindler. IW,
JON: Tell me what kind of man you
think Oscar Schindler was.
HENRY: He was a charmer. Charmer

and he could do anything with people, like that. After
the war I was in Vienna, in a nightclub and sit é%’the

bar. I got the money - he got the money - you'd think

thét the barman took the money from hiﬁ? No. He's got

something, I don't know - some - born millionaire.

The money was flowing throdgh his fingers. The way he

did it I could never - never - never do £5.THAT,

JON: Why do you think Oscar saved

you and your wife?

HENRY: He told me once the story.

I believed that was the main reason. There was a time -
PLAS oW

there was the time - not the concentration camp

- when the first labour came, but short - about time

that they supposed to liguidate the ghetto, some two

GARLS PLBS20W | oW LR
- escapegxgrom HAME) L. (DAME) %7 years
THE O™ wAhS
0ld NAMES 19 years old. So the Commandant gave the
) - Tewsk Pouas

order to the er'€ahow you call this police - ENAME-)
CARLS T ERW\ E? X

[Oﬁ:]"he had to find those two years’(

| ouns REERRIELIRNR,

e,

—THE APDRLRAT

Pussre.
THE GARWS — they call all the people from the HHME) ., Lo see

it. He choose one tall fellow from the Jewish police

- hang them. They weren't hanging even two seconss,
. BANGS HeRE

He took - not again - gone - which - th&ngshfrom the

pocket. And this moment came the Schindler and he

saw this with his own eyes. And he told me the story

that he vomit, and he said to himself that he - now

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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1.
SCHINDLER
SLATE 15 TAKE 1 INTERVIEW ROSNER CONTD

HENRY: (CONT'D).. he will work against the

THET,
Germans. He did this.

JON: When he was at the parties
coeTd's P

at (HEME) house, how was Oscar?

HENRY: Jovial, laughing, singing.

JON: Can you start that again......

BY SPYING® Whet CSKAR WRS BT THE PRrTEes”

HENRY: When Oscar was at the parties

he was very jovial, happy, laughing and always conducting

_ B GOt Q CONTRCT
the parties, always. ( CeON always,

and he was like a sunshine when you saw him, like a

sunshine..

JON: When you saw Oscar for the

first time, what did you think?

HENRY: I thought he was a charmer.
I didn't know that er he's giéﬁéiigﬁfiem. He was so

- so different than the other people, you know. He
got so much sou% and when he had music, his action was
so good and he was very witty. ¥#e like him very much.

23
He was absolute a charmer. Buthwonderful artist.

JON: Very good. Lovely.

CANT FORGET it —TH\S GUY —

HENRY: HST-CLEARS ..
THeyr GoT
After the war when he was in Frankfurt, NOT—CEEhR+

YYou
the Germans, they told him Be shouldn't help them at

all. But later on he got er very big er .. praise from
HHMES PoPC
JON: That's lovely. Very good.

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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SCHINDLER
SLATE 15 TAKE 1 INTERVIEW ROSNER CONTD

ER-NOT WUKE

HENRY: He got NOF—EE=EARY ...
NRPoLTON and er later - after the war - he got some
THANIS

money from the joint in Par'ls,khe-'-é-be-n—(-ﬁeﬁ‘-&bﬁﬁ-ﬂ-)-
He went to Argentina, We bought a farm, mink farm.

But there was some sickness, the mink died, he lost
all the money. He left his wife over there, but he
came back to Munich, %nﬁ Munich - was a poor guy. ¥He
Feot—hif—— .

CUT

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.






