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 Paula Ehrenberg was born in 1909 in Jena, Germany, a small university city of approximately 
60-80 thousand and very few Jews. Her grandparents were first Jews there in 1882. There was no 
synagogue. After WWI some more, Russian Jewish families settled there. She spent 10 years in the 
lyceum with 3 or 4 other Jewish girls, (she names Elsie Freedman, Kate Blumenthal, Margot Bick) but 
her friends were mostly Christian. Her father had a tobacco company and they were middle class. 
 At first Nazism didn’t affect her friendships. But her best friend lost her position in 1936 because 
of the friendship; the Nazis told her she was a traitor and she and family had to leave Jena.  Paula lost 
her government position in 1933 when enabling act came in and all Jews had to leave government and 
professional positions. She lost her job but her boss gave her a recommendation which helped her 
establish a claim against Germany after the war. 
 She went to Berlin and learned pattern-making. She met her husband there, Henry, who she 
married in March 1938.He had to leave his medical studies and find work in a Jewish raincoat factory. 
She and Henry realized they were going to have to leave Germany but parents didn’t agree. She said 
Germans were pressured to join Nazi party in order to get better jobs, but her 2 best friends never 
joined. Her friend Ilse was always under observation and was almost taken to a concentration camp. A 
Dr Hofer was the one who reported Ilse. 
 After her marriage they moved to Frankfort where Henry got a position as a cantor and teacher, 
but Paula still wanted to leave Germany. They had an affidavit from American relatives but their quota 
number was too high and they had to wait another year. But on November 9 Henry was sent to a 
Buchenwald. The American counsel Teller in Stuttgart told her to go to England. She had relatives in 
South Africa who sent money for this, and the cantorial association England approved. She waited 3 
weeks to get papers and went to Mr. Westenberger in the gestapo and was able to get her husband 
released on December 25. 
They stayed in England for a year; she was sad because her parents were still in Germany; they had 
applied for a US visa but their number was even higher. They left England on January 9 and finally got 
to New York. She knew that her parents had been sent to Theresienstadt. She later found that her 
father had died there and her mother was on one of the last transports to Auschwitz. 
 She describes her years in American, first in New York, then in Bridgeport, Connecticut, then 
back to New York where husband got a job with the Hebrew Tabernacle. Paula worked in a clothing 
factory. They did not feel sorry for themselves but found life difficult, especially learning a new 
language.  She has been back to Germany frequently but not back to Jena which was in the Eastern 
zone. She does not blame younger Germans for the acts of their parents during the war. 
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