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 Ernest Hartog was born in 1928 in Aachen in the Rhineland on the border of Germany and 
Holland. He was persecuted and thrown out of school at 8 and then went to a Jewish school. He was 
living in a little town of Gangelt and took train to school each Monday, stayed with relatives in Aachen 
and went home on weekends. His parents were not very religious. His father had a department store 
and they had money. The store wasn’t affected until Kristallnacht when it was very damaged and his 
father sent to Sachsenhausen for a few weeks. The store was sold cheaply to gentiles and the family 
illegally went to Belgium in a hay wagon after leaving Aachen for Cologne. 
 Ernest started school in Belgium but had problems with the language. He stayed in school for 9 
or 10 months until father was arrested as enemy alien. He was sent to Saint-Cyprien and then Gurs and 
never returned. Found this out in 1942.   When Germans invaded Belgium he and mother went to 
French border and were sent back to Belgium and then back to Paris where they weren’t registered as 
Jewish. A Mr. Reitzer, a Talmudic student, was very helpful to them when they lived in the Jewish 
district of Rue de Rosee. They were lucky to escape many roundups and eventually ended up in Lyon, 
where Mr. Reitzer had already come. They lived under the false name of Ardolle and his mother sold on 
the black market. He was now considered a non-Jew, Ernet Ardolle and had a French identity card. At 
12 he found works in a water meter factory. He lived in Rue St George until liberation. He did everything 
to care for his mother as she didn’t speak French. He also worked in a soup kitchen as was lucky to have 
left before it was raided. 
 When liberation came they could see the bridges being blown up in Lyon by the Germans, and 
the next day the Americans came. His mother was very ill for a period of time. A remote relative in US, 
Walter Hertog, was very helpful to him and sent them care packages. There was another relative found 
in Buffalo. A Mr. Harold Hartog was found in Paris. He was the President of the Lever Brothers company 
and got Ernest and his mother passage on the Veendam in 1947. 
 In New York Ernest first worked in a store making powder puffs, then a leather store on 162 
Street. He had picked up radio and electric repair and then worked for CBS in Brooklyn for five years 
while he went to night school. He lived in Washington Heights and belonged to the New World Club 
and the Maccabees. He learned enough at night school to get in City College of New York.  He and his 
family lived in the Hudson View Gardens which is mainstream American. He thinks he was stricter with 
his children because of his European background than most American born parent. 
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