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 Ruth was born in Magdeburg fun 1924. She has only vague memories of SA in front of her 
father’s wholesale tobacco store. The family went to Paris for 1 1/2 years and in 1935 went back to 
Germany because grandparents were there. They were in Berlin and father worked for cigar 
manufacturer and Ruth went to a Jewish school. Fortunately, her father was not arrested during 
Kristallnacht. Ruth was taught some dressmaking; after having to wear Jewish star she worked in a 
Jewish shoe factory. Then she worked in a mattress factory where she met a white Russian man who 
ran Leiser shoes. Dr. Tietjens was also a psychiatrist. Ruth was able to live in his home after spending 
some months at a women communist home outside Berlin. She stayed at the Tietjens home for 2 1/2 
years. There was one room for she and parents. They went outside only 3-4 times in that whole period. 
They were able to listen to the radio at night 
 They were staying in a bunker outside the estate because of the bombing when they were 
liberated by the Russian army. She tells of the Russian men always at her. They told them they should 
go to Russia, but she had family in the US. They got low numbers on their visas after they went to the 
American zone. After a time in a camp run by UNRRA in Bremerhaven, where she says English soldiers 
stole some of their belongings, they went to New York on the Marine Flasher boat in 1946. 
 They first stayed with an aunt and uncle on Central Park West and 90th Street in NYC for about 
a year. Her father never regained his position as head of house and her mother became the successful 
one. She complained that only the Stephen J. Wise congregation gave survivors free high holiday 
tickets. She eventually worked her way up to be a designer. It was difficult to find a social life. She 
joined the New World Club tennis group and wanted to become Americanized. She met her husband 
then who was originally from Mannheim. She feels more comfortable with Jewish Americans, but most 
of her friends are German Jews. Personal adjustments were difficult and they were glad to have the 
reparation payments. 
She raised her son with European values, different from American born Jews. 
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