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 Gretel was born in Nuremberg, Germany in 1922, an only child whose father was a manager of a 
glass factory. She led a privileged life; the family had a chauffeur and they travelled widely, to Italy, 
Greece and other countries. She excelled in physics and chemistry but when Hitler came to power she 
had to settle on being educated to become a lab tech for a brewery or mill in Darmsstadt. Because her 
father served in WW1, she was among the few Jewish students who had been allowed to go to the 
lyceum. 
 Her parents were in Nuremberg and she was in Darmstadt on Kristallnacht. Her father’s 
secretary had warned them of the plans and they and their house was unharmed because they let out 
their large dog to protect them. The family got affidavits to go to US but the numbers were high. Gretel 
was lucky to have friends in London who arranged for her to go to Scotland to live with a lovely family 
in 1939. This family, the Jamisons were very kind to her. There were 2 sisters who treated her like 
family. Her parents were able to go to Brussels, and they all were able to go to New York in 1941. 
 In New York her mother worked cleaning houses and Gretel babysat. She took law classes at 
NYU and became a law stenographer. She lived with her parents until she married in 1948.  She 
considers that she and her husband were stricter parents to their daughter because they were older and 
because of the European background. Daughter is now an archeologist married to a Jewish man, 
though Gretel said she really didn’t care. Gretel had a great job with a large law firm. She always 
considered herself more German Jewish than American. She never wanted to join any organizations 
even a sisterhood, in part because she saw how your past can come back to damage you by living 
through the McCarthy investigations. 
 Gretel has been back several times to Germany and always goes to see her father’s former 
secretary who helped warn them about Kristallnacht. 
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