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 Kurt was born in 1911 in Cologne. He originally wanted to study law, but in those days being the 
only son in a Jewish family meant you were to go into the father’s business. His father and uncle owned 
two successful furniture stores. Which employed 60-100 employees, most non-Jews. After 1933 the 
business remained good. They were in a Catholic area of the country which was not as controlled by the 
Nazis. They took the name of the stores, Blum-Schloss, from their delivery trucks and were able to 
continue, even though the stores were known to be Jewish. One day Kurt was arrested with his cousin, 
who had a camera, and they were sent to the police station, not the SS headquarters. One of the 
policemen was a customer of the store and got them released. AN infamous Nazi, Grohe, lived across 
the street from him. 
 Kristallnacht brought home the reality of the Nazis. They were awakened by loud noises and 
when they got to the store it was totally destroyed while the police just stood by.  They sold the 
business in September 1938 for very little money; in fact, he had to pay for the damages. The main 
synagogue on Rohnstrasse, with a capacity of 3,000 was totally destroyed as well. 
 Kurt met his wife in Geneva in 1938. She already had an American visa under her maiden name 
and they were married in November by an official wearing a swastika. They couldn’t have a religious 
ceremony because after Kristallnacht the rabbi was sent to jail. Kurt erroneously thought that he would 
be able to get preference for an American visa because his wife had one. He applied for the visa but his 
number was high. The family was almost going to build another store in Amsterdam, and Kurt now 
realizes that if they did and it was a success, they would have stayed in Amsterdam and probably 
perished. 
 His wife was supposed to leave for New York from Hamburg. Kurt was arrested there by the 
gestapo and told he would go to Sachsenhausen. However, he promised to leave Germany within three 
months and he was released. 
 Kurt was able to get an interim visa for England. The last night in Germany he had a Seder with 
family friends, none of whom survived. When war broke out on September 1, his parents were still in 
Germany but were able to get on the last plane for London. In England Kurt enlisted for the Pioneer 
Corps. They managed to live on some money they had saved in Holland. 
 Before Kurt was able to join his wife in New York she got a good job with the National Refugee 
Service. When he arrived, he started a business with his partner from Germany (both sons of the 
original stories) making decorative tiles. They eventually broadened the company to a complete line of 
wall accessories and had a contract with Gimbels. Most of their friends are German Jews. He would 
never go back to Germany. He feels very positive about Jewish politicians such as Kissinger and Koch, 
and he believes that Jews have every right to be successful. 
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