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 Paula Epstein (nee Arensberg) was born in 1913 in Marktbreit in Bavaria, small village 
where she lived with her parents and a younger sister. The village was small but had a large 
Jewish population. Her father was a merchant and Paula started school in a one room 
schoolhouse. The family was kosher but not religious. For the last 3 years of high school she 
went to school in Würzburg and lived with her grandmother. Paula remembers a lot of anti-
Semitic feeling and relates a time that the Habima theater play was interrupted by Nazi 
followers. She attended law school for a year but had to stop when Nuremberg laws went into 
effect.  Her sister emigrated to Israel with Youth Aliyah and her parent went there in 1936 after 
a long time trying for a visa. She relates that in 1936 her father and other Jewish men were 
forced to “mow” a lawn by eating the grass. Paula thought of going to Israel but instead went to 
France. 
 Paula married a man of German descent in Paris. He was a pianist and felt loyalty to 
France so he enlisted in the French Foreign Legion and Paula was able to get a stipend. After 
her mother in law was hurt in Germany during Kristallnacht, she moved to Paris to stay with 
Paula. When the Germans invaded, Paula was shipped to Gurs in southern France. The 
conditions there were horrible, with little to eat. She was eventually able to get out of the camp 
and to arrange for her husband to return from the army. They lived with peasants in the 
country for a while and then Paula managed to get visas for both of them in Marseilles. In this 
same time her mother in law was hidden by friendly neighbors in the free zone of France. Paula 
and her husband were able to travel through. Spain to Portugal where they came to the US on 
the ship Montezuma in June, 1941.  They lived with a cousin at first. She said that HIAS was very 
helpful. 
 Paula said there were good people who helped them along the way, but while she was 
in France she realized that Germans weren’t the only people who could be mean and cruel. 
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