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    RG-50.154.0016 (recorded Sarasota 1987) 
 
 John was born in 1920 in Moedling, six miles from Vienna and then moved to Vienna as 
a child His family was in the clothing business for many generations, and the family was fairly 
prominent.  John had one younger sister. They did not live in a Jewish district, but his father 
was very involved in Jewish affairs. He states that Austria was famous for its antisemitism and 
most of his teachers were very nasty.  John finally passed the test to enter the gymnasium, only 
one of 2 Jews allowed in, but when he was 14 his father took him out of gymnasium to learn 
the clothing business. He went to design school but meanwhile studied for the Matura at night. 
In 1938 when Hitler overran Austria, all the Jews were forbidden to attend school. All of a 
sudden old friends turned against them. The Nazis took over his father’s factory and his father 
became a paid employee. 
 John wanted to leave Austria. He combed the NY phone directory looking for Lampels 
and finally found a distant cousin who might help.  In August 1930, John and his father got 
notice they would be sent to an internment camp and they left for Germany. From there they 
tried to get to Switzerland. He had a series of adventures with his cousin where he jumped a 
train into Switzerland, but was caught and sent back to Germany, then was caught again and 
sent to the French border. They went back and forth from Switzerland to France. They were 
jailed as vagabonds and sent to jail for 4 weeks. A Kindly Jewish mayor sent them to Besancon 
and there they were cared for by the Ulman family. The Ulmans were in the watch 
manufacturing business and Mrs. Ulman’s cousin was Leon Blum, then the Premier of France. 
 In 1939 the Ulmans also helped John’s parents and sister come to France via Italy. Then 
all non-French men were sent to a terrible internment camp where many died, including Johns’ 
cousin. John got extra food by fixing uniforms. All the family with the exception of his father 
received visas to the US. His father was originally Czech, and John blames FDR and the US 
government for not lifting the quota from that country. HIAS helped the family get tickets and 
they left on the SS Champlain from St. Nazaire. Although they tried to get his father the papers 
to come to the US, unfortunately he ended up in an extermination camp and killed. 
 John went back to Austria with his family in 1968 and could still feel the antisemitism. 
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